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PRINCESS DES URSINS. 



LETTER LXXVII. 



TO MADAME DE MAINTEKOV. 

Madrid, April 17th, 1707. 

If I wish to receive letters written with your 
own hand, Madam, it is because they afTord me 
a greater certainty of your good hcaith : but for 
this, I assure you that I like to see the hand- 
writing of Mademoiselle d'Aumale as well as 
yours, and I do not think you the less polite for it. 
If it were possible for you to be a hundred times 
more sad than you are, I should continue ardently 
to désire the continuance of your correspondence, 
for the marks of your friendship are alone capable 
of Bustaining me in my numerous troubles. 
^^ III. fi 
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I have read to the ambassador what you say 
respecting bim, and it bas been a great consola- 
tion to bim: be is a worthy and bonourable 
man, very zeabus in bis duty, and an excellent 
minister. 

It is true tbat our affairs in Spain continue 
better than we could bave reasonably expected. 
We are now upon tbe eve of a décisive action, 
and wbich, as far as we are able to judge from 
appearancesi will be in our faveur. Tbe enemy, 
whom public report represents as very inferior in 
number to tbe army of Marsbal de Berwick, 
approaches bim, it is said, notwithstanding their 
weakness, with the intention of fighting, being 
forced to it by the want of provisions, and because 
tbey know that considérable succours are coming 
from France, and which would completely over- 
whelm them, The two armies are only four 
Icagues from eacb other, and ail the officers of 
our army, great and small, Spaniards and French- 
men, say and write to everybody hère, that if our 
gênerai does not give battle they will be in 
despair, having no doubt of being victorious. 
We must think that Marshal de Berwick will do 
bis duty, and meanwhile send up vows and prayers 
that Godmay inspire him with a wise resolution, 
IIow fortunate it would be for France and Spain 
to begin the campaign by such an action, which 
would enable us afterwards to succour the dis- 
tricts which require it most, I should fear flat- 
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tering you too tnuch by hopes which appear so 
well founded, and which nevertheless cannot but 
be uncertaln. I do not apprehend that what I 
tell you will make too great an impression, from 
knowing that your natural inclination leads you 
more to fear ill success than to expcct good. I 
cannot help telling you that I am surprised to 
leam that Marshal de Tessé with the troops that 
he has, is afraid of the Duke of Savoy. I do not 
fike fear in a gênerai ; and unfortunately you hâve 
no great choice of them. I am struck with an 
idea on this subject which I cannot refrain from 
communicating, although you may think it ridi- 
culous: why did you not replace hifai by the 
Prince de Vaudemont, if it is true» as is asserted, 
that he retums to f'rance ? His health» although 
délicate» would not prevent him from acting, 
since his head is sound and good; and there 
is more need of prudence and firmness than any- 
thing else in that quarten He is perfectly 
well acquainted with the country, as well as with 
the Prince with whom he would hâve to act, 
and would be able to carry on his intrigues in the 
Milanese and the rest of Italy. He would want 
a good lieutenant-general under him to exécute 
his orders if he had not strength to exécute them 
himself, and it is not the first time that great men 
hâve commanded armies in this manner. The 
Prince would dread him, I think, more than the 
présent commander. 
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The Prince de Vaudemont would not, doubtiessj 
désire such a command; but I think that his 
affection for the two Kings, would induce hin: 
voluntarily to sacrifice any répugnance he mîghi 
hâve in accepting it. I entrcat you to Ict m< 
know if my idea is a silly one^ for I should not b< 
^t ail offended at it. 

I Write to Madame de Beauvilliers and M. d< 
Langlée» entreating and urging them again to reduc< 
the expense as much as possible of whatthey an 
getting donc for us, for niy avarice goes so far b 
sparc the King of Spain*s money, that if I wcn 
not fearful of ofFending the persons who are con 
cerncd in thèse purchases, I should désire them t 
put nothing more than a plain yellow silk borde 
to the whole of the curtains and hangings of th< 
chiUrs room, and to scnd us very low priced lac 
for the linen. What would they say of such 
sordid wretch, and should I not be lowered i: 
their estimation ? Do not fail, Madam, to souni 
them a little upon this point. 

I am vcry anxious about the Duchcss of Bui 
gundy's hcalth, and do not likc the slow fevc 
continuing about her ; but if the resuit should b 
pregnancy, we ought to be comforted, althougl 
to say the truth, I would not wish, for the sake ( 
our Princcss, that she should hâve so short 
respite. The Queen and myself will be ver 
impatient for the arrivai of the next post fc 
news respccting her, and I shall not be less so 1 
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hear that you are betten It is nothing but 
chagrin that kills you ; and this luakes me stiU 
more desirous of fortune becoming favourable to 
us» since tbe préservation of your life becomes 
daily of more conséquence. At Icngth we expect 
the Duke of Orléans to-morrow ; he comcs, I am 
assui*ed» upon a very long*eared mule. His Royal 
Highness prefers this conveyance to the rbk of 
being thrown out of his chaise a second time, and 
roUing over threé or four times» as happened to 
him latcly. The roads are very bad» and the 
Princes» you know»never fear breaking their necks, 
travelling as tliey always do at a furious rate; 
however, they would not do ili to undeceive them- 
selves» and to believe that accidents may happen 
to them as well as to oth^r men : our young King 
is insufferable m this respect 



LETTEll LXXVII. 



TO THE SAME. 



Bfadrid» April 30tb, 1707. 

1 8HALL only send you a Une by the courier 
which the Duke of Orléans dispatches to the 
court this eveniiig, because I hâve not leisure for 
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more. This morning was spent at Church and in 
conversing with his Royal Higliness, the ambassa- 
dor being présent ; we are just going to vespers, 
Yfhïch will last tîll supper. Their Majesties 
cannot be better satiFfied than they are with the 
Prince, and I think he is net less so with thcm ; 
their conversation was very free, and as it ought 
to be when the good of the service isonly in vicw. 
The Duke of Orléans is extremely condescending^ 
and has not failed to tell me of the King's good 
wishes towards me, of which I assure you, Madani, 
I become daily more sensible; and as words 
are wanting to express my respectful gratitude, 
excuse my having recourse to you, whose friend- 
ship never fails me in a case of necessity. I hâve 
received one of your lelters by M. de Rupcl- 
monde, and another under cover from M. de 
Chamillard, which I postpone answering to 
another opportunity, when I can write to you 
more to the purposc. Meanwhilc I wish, how- 
ever, to assure you that you will not be dissatisfied 
with what I shall send you, as I am more anxious 
than cvcr to mcrit your cstccm and friendship, of 
which I make more account than of ail the things 
of this world. 

The Duke of Orléans is in a fair way ofgctting 
himsclf much beloved in this country for his 
urbanity and politeness ; and as for esteem, it is 
impossible to withhold it from him. Ile sets out 
to-morrow to join Marshal de Berwick. Letters 
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just received, state that ail the French and Spaniah 
troops expect him with great impatience. It 
seems to me that it b now doubtful wiietber there 
will be a battle so soon, although the troops 
ardently long for one. I could wish that our 
great Princesswere in perfect health, and that 
your own were not so indiffèrent. 



LETTER LXXVIII. 



TO TUE 8AME. 



Bfadrid, April 35ih, 1707. 

IwiLLanswer to-day, a little more at length 
than I did by the last courier, your two letters of 
March 27th and April lOth. Marshal de Noailles 
has done very well not to die, as it would hâve too 
deeply afflicted ail his family and friends» and I 
should hâve been one of the lattcr who would 
ccrtainly have most regrettcd him, for I honour him 
and very sensibly feel whatever affccts his lady, 
to whom I am under many obligations ; and I am 
not less interested in what concems his son. A 
better opinion of him cannot be entertained than 
I have, for I am convinced of his courage, intelli- 
gence, uprightness, and the nobleness of his senti- 
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ments ; but I think, moreovér, that there is in 
him wherewithal to make a great man,. who will 
be capable of serving the Kîng in every employ 
for which a subject of his talents may be destined ; 
therefore I hope that his virtue and merit will 
raise him to be a gênerai without your or his own 
secking. It is certain that I should answer boldly 
that you would prefer his usefuUy serving the 
King of Spsûn, as captain of infantry, to his being 
at the head of an army without doing his duty. 
I hâte read to their Majesties the description 
which you give of him, and taey said it appearcd 
vcry unaffected; you hâve, however, forgot 
one trait of his character, on which account I 
cannot hclp rcproaching you, and that is, the 
çuavity of his conversation, which ncvcr becomes 
tcdious : hc also posscsscs the tact of communi- 
cating his vivacity to othcrs without any diminu- 
tion of his o\vn, as well as makingpeople imagine 
tlicy arc cndowcd with talents by mcrely observ- 
ing his : thus it is that you listen to him continu- 
ally without feeling any inclination to take up 
the conversation yoursclf. Ile has written to me 
since his arrivai at Perpignan, giving an account 
of the situation of the Catalans, and as it will not 
be his fault if he doos not profit by it, Madam, it 
would be désirable that he wcre a little stronger 
in Rousillon than he is, so as to make a diversion 
which might cmbarrass the Archduke. The parti- 
san who had cngagcd to tukc Monseigneur, or 




oflcB vithoot 




theFioich. 

it BOt done, 
withit, for 
ilsdfl lamnot 
tmpnsed ai jtmr hÔDg jih^^^i }gj the fefcr, on 
hfBÊmg of sack an idmtare : yoor aensbiC^ to 
eferjÛÛDg mkidk coocen » the nqpl &m3y could 
iiot &3 to excite ibim as to wlat might lave haqp- 
pened if this andacioOT attempt lad saocecdcd. 
As for the Dochcss of Bafgundy, I cannot per- 
suade mvsclf bot Ae miist lare kad a fit of shud- 
dering for twenty-foor hoors» cansedby thcfnght; 
sbe, who laTÎsbes ber life so mocb opon pleasiire» 
wbicb 3roo assure me sbe does not enjoy, and 
wbicb only tums ber brain. I am not afiaid of 
yoor telling ber firom me, tbat I cannot patiently 
soffer ber to ruin ber bealtb by staying up and 
nmning aboot ali nigbt, wben sbe migbt enjoy 
tbe same amusements ail day, and to a reasonable 
bour in the evening ; but I sbould be deligbted» 
if sbe liked to be made a prisoner, in order to 
leam ailerwards ail tbat bad been donc and said. 
Thèse are things in their proper places, for ail tbis 
would certainly be very curious to knbw and dif- 
ficult to imagine. Tbis Princess would be a good 
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prize nevertheless ; she might prove the apple of 

discord between the allied Princes, who would 

é ail doubtiess claim the honour of making her their 

prisoner, and for that reason I do not know 

whether it would not hâve been a good thing for 

us if she had fallen into their hands, since it might 

hâve brought about a peace by disuniting this 

cruel league. 

As I doubt not but the Duchess de Beauvilliers 
shows you what I write to her, I shall not repeat 
it to you: I only preach up simplicity in my 
letters, even to parsimony. However careful she 
may hâve been in everything which she has 
condescended to undertake, I see with much 
regret that it will not fail to cost the Kinjj of 
S pain a great deal of money. The Duchess 
kindly entcrs into my nigardly views, but I fear 
M. de Langlée will not be so indulgent, and that 
it will end by his despising a camerara mayor who 
only preaches up penury, I hope, Madam, you 
will employ allyourskill to prevent mefrom losing 
his esteem. The ambassador is always delighted 
when I show him the many obliging things you 
say on his account ; it is very necessary, if possible, 
that he and myself redouble our zeal and assiduity 
for the service, in conjunctures which become 
cvery day more important and difficult, and 
thank God our union increases hourly. I know 
not why the last of my letters appeared to you 
perfumcd, unless the couricr who was charged 



PR1NCB88 DBS URSINfl. 11 

vrith it had an old pocket of Spanish leather 
which he inherited firom his ancestore, for I hâve 
heard say, despues el rey hasta las rapalero^p there 
was not a Spaniard who did not cany odours in 
order to counteract the effluvia which assailed him 
in the streets of Madrid. Since a certain period 
tobacco has taken their place» and this last stench 
bas absolu tely banished ail perf urnes that are 
good for anything. I should be very sorry if the 
poor Duchess de Lude had died» and I think also 
from tlie Duchess of Burgundy's goodness of 
heart, that she would bave regretted her; and I 
hopc the goût which torments this lady of honour, 
will at Icast dissipate the b<&d humours that bave 
thrown her into the danger from whicK she has 
recovered. 

As to what concems the Duchess de Gramont, 
her illness appears to me more dangerous from 
your manner of representing it ; her courage and 
spirit having degençrated into weakness and tears, it 
would seem there is no hope for her. One would not 
bave thought formerly that her husband had been 
able to contribute so much to her consolation, nor 
that she would bave believcd it possible to be 
abandoned when she had so many friends who 
seemed to be attached to her : this is a fine subject 
for reflection, .and I think her much to be pitied. 



^ From the king to the beggir. 
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However small the number of troôps the King 

of Spain might be able to send to Naples, it is 

thought they would be sufficient to keep this 

kingdom and that of Sicily in their duty, from 

the good disposition of the people in behalf of 

their lawful Sovereign, and the fear they are 

under of being subjugated by an usurper. The 

viceroys write us constantly to this efFect, and 

add that they were delighted to hear of the 

Queen's pregnancy. 

The Duke of Orléans has told their Majesties, 
that Marshal de Tessé, vr ho would be replaced 
by M. de Medavid, has done so well in Italy 
that one may suppose he will do the same in this 
new employ. As for M. de Tessé, it appears to 
me that the fact of his not thinking himself in 
safety is a sufficient cause for his recall, for I hâve 
hcard it said that a man is half beaten when he is 
apprehcnsive of being beat at ail. For the same 
rcason, the boldness of M. de Vendôme should 
inspire us with the hope that he will avenge the 
mischief which has bcen done us by my Lord 
Marlborough, who will perhaps see that fortune is 
not always constant, and that the Prince, who is 
opposed to him this campaign, will strip him of 
some of his laurels. 

It is unpleasant, as you observe, Madam, for 
the King to displease the gênerai officers ; but 
when retrenchmcnts arc neccssary, his Majesty 
must undcrgo the pain which it givcs him, through 
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his extrême goodness of heart, to seè othert suflfer 
from such causes. 

There cannot bestranger reasonsthanyouassign 
for wishing to terminate so cruel a war» which is 
accompanied with every species of misery, with* 
out a single battle gained in this country in our 
faveur ; but I see no appearance of it, for France 
and S pain are destroying themselves ; if we can 
succoodt- ail will change into good for us» and 
the cnemy will be no longer elated with pride at 
thcîr good fortune. It is very certain that wo 
liave many advantagcs over thcm up to the pré- 
sent time ; but we must not wait» if possible, till 
they are reinforced. Do not afflict yourself, then» 
before it is time ; forget that you are no longer 
young, and do not consider death as your only 
consolation^ which I cannot h car mentioned with^ 
out grief, although I flatter myself that it is still at 
a great distance. What a pleasure it would be 
for their Majesties and for us ail, if news could 
be sent to the King of his obtaining a victory I 
I protest to you, Madam, that the satisfaction of 
his Majesty would be greater than ail the advan- 
tages which would resuit from it. I admire him 
incessantly, and the King and Queen niake me 
reperuse several times what you hâve written to 
me of his fortitude, equanimity^ and mildness in 
the midst of so many reverses, which will naturally 
sour the best teniper. God grant that he may con* 
tinue in the same state of mind and in good health. 
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I trespass upon your patience, Madam, but you 
must attribute it to your too great indulgence* 
towards me, which makes you even excuse my 
importunitics. I conclude by assuring you of 
my respectful attachment, which will last during 
my whole life. 



LETTER LXXIX. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, April 28th, 1707. 

Let us rejoice, Madam, and return thanks to 
God, by whose Almîghty arm wc hâve gained a 
complète victory over our encmîca. What cause 
of joy for the King, for ail the royal famîly, and 
what a consolation for you! Their Majesties,! 
can assure you, are still more alive to this great 
event, in as much as it will give satisfaction to 
the King their grand father, than from their own 
partjcular intercst, and the plcasure they hâve of 
sccing their thronc firmly cstablished. I shall 
not attcmpt to dcscribc n\y fcelings, as you niay 
judgc of thcm from your own. It was I who had 
the happiness of announcing this news to the King 
and Queen, which I did in the most délicate 
manner, in order that the feelings of her Majesty 
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QÛghtnotbe oreqpowered, axid to pretenre our 
Prince of Âsturias, who, we may hope, wîIL be 
boni at an anspicions period. Présent my 
humble respects to the King, Monseigneur, and 
the Dochess of Burgondy, and also to the other 
Princes. I could wish to hâve written to them» 
but I commission you, Madam, if you please, for 
you will pardon such liberties on a day when I 
neither know what I do or say. 

P.S. The King is too much indebted to Mar- 
shal de Berwick not to give him a mark of his 
gratitude, and the only one is to make him a 
grandee, which new dignity his Majesty feels 
himself obliged to bestow upon him. He thinks 
that the King his grandfather will approve of il, 
whatever répugnance he may hâve to see distinc- 
tions given, for certainly that cannot extend to a 
man who has just gained so important a battle for 
France and Spain. I hâve very much approved 
of the resolution of the King and Queen, for I 
like to see the goodness of their hearts on every 
occasion, and if I hâve donc amiss, I ask pardon 
of the King. 
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LETTER LXXX. 



TO THE SA ME. 



From the Rctiro» May 2nd» 1707. 

It. transpires daily that the victory obtained 
over our enemies is yet more important than it 
was thought ; their infantry were either ail killed 
or taken. The Duke of Orléans and Marshal de 
Berwick are intent upon profiting by this defeat. 
They are now cntering the kingdom of Valencia, 
whose conquest probably will be promptly 
achieved, and Arragon will doubtless share 
the same fate. T do not think the Archduke 
\vill escape se easily, if fortune seconds the 
intentions of his Royal Highness. You see that 
one should never despair of success, and that God 
changes everything in a moment when it is his 
pleasure. Confess the triith, jMadam, that I am 
not insolent in good fortune, since I do not re- 
proach you with your past chagrin, and to hâve 
had such gloomy forcbodings of the future as 
everything appcared to you. I will forget the past, 
but if perchance you évince anything more of 
your melancholy, I will not promise you to be 
always so modcst ; I would beat you to atoms, and 
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g^re yovi no more quarter than bas been giyen 
to the Portuguese and those English vrhose 
master, the Prince of Orange, you hâve so very 
much cherished. I cannot write to you any longer ; 
I continue transported with joy whenever I 
think of the pleasure which this victory must hâve 
given to the King» the Duchess of Burgundy, 
and yourscir, to whom I am entirely devoted. 



LETTER LXXXI. 



TO THB 6AUE. 



From the Redro, Blaj, 1707. 

Their Catholic Majesties are very glad that 
the King has at length determined to send them 
Clément, and we must hope that the clamours of 
the ladres upon his departure will cease \ehen 
they hear of the great victory which we hâve 
obtained in Spain, and that their chagrin will 
give place to joy. M. Clément, who is so neces- 
sary for the Queen, and the Prince or Princess 
whose life is of such great importance, will be 
detained as short a time as possible. It is for- 
tunate that this person, and the nurse who will 
accompany him, are possessed of ail the good 
qualities which you indicatc to me. Though the 

VOL. III. G 
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Duchess cf. Burgundy should be pregnant, they 

will retum in time for her confinement. The Queen 

was very much afiected whea she learnt tkat her 

sister wished to provide everything of the best 

quality for her» and the same persons vrhom she 

employs ; thcy hâve only to be prepared against 

bcing wellqucstioncd, both hcreand at Versailles, 

for our two Princesses will certainly inform each 

othcrofthcminutest particulars, which is natural» 

loving each other so tenderïy as they do. It will 

be very requisite that some vromen should Icam * 

to dandle, when they àcô it done by the nurse of 

>vhom y ou hâve so goou an opinion, and this will 

be rendering Spain a grcat service. The manner 

of rearing children in England must be excellent, 

siuce there are no straighter persons than the 

English, whose cleanliness in that respect I also 

very much approve ; and 1 hâve only some diffi- 

culty rtspecting their legs, it appearing to me that 

tlicy would havc a worsc shapc without bcing 

swathcd ; hccausc, bcing wcak, thcy would not 

pcrhapo j^row propcriy. We will, howcvcr, dis- 

cuss the inconvcnicncc which might arisc from it. 

If therc are two Quccns in Spain, ihere is one 

who will eut a poor figure, and whose reign will 

not, I hopc, be longer than that of the players in 

such characters : probably she will act this part 

in Barcclona, for the Princess of Wolfenbottle, 

ère long, will reign over only a part of Catalonia, * 

since we havc rcason to believe that many towns 
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of this province, Am^n and Valencia, will 
retum to the allegiance of their lawful king ; 
therefore please to be comforted when you hear 
of two Queens in Spain. 

It is well for M. de Vendôme to be very con- 
fidenty but not .to carry it too far. The Duke 
of Bavaria has written by the last post to the 
king, who had communicated to him plans of the 
campaign^ vrhich met his approbation» that he 
would act in concert to promote thcir success, 
and that to ail appearance this campaign vrould 
be glorious to their majesties. 

Marshal de Villars continues to entertain a 
good opinion both of his valeur and skill» and 
being besides well satisfied vrith his troops» I 
doubt not but he will do his best. I think we 
shall soon hâve the Duke of Orléans at the 
Retire ; since he has written to me to that effect. 
I shall say nothing to you of his plans, leaving 
that to the ambassador, who will doubticss corn- 
'municate thcm to the King. I do not think the 
stay of his Royal Highness at this court will be 
long, since being so unfortunate as not to hâve 
taken part in the late action, he will be over 
anxious to seek for some other opportunity of 
distinguishing himself, and he cannot do anything 
more worthy of his name, nor more conducive to 
the interests of their Majestieisi. You hâve 
afforded me pleasure, in giving me an insight 

c 2 
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into the character of thoee who surround this 



I believe ail the nuns in gênerai of the Convent 
of the Incarnation^ \i^hich the Queen sometimes 
visits, to be good characters, but am not ac* 
quainted ivith any who are distinguished from 
the rest for sanctity, for which reason» instead 
of having recourse to them in particular, our 
trust is in excellent troops, vrho give no 
quarter to anybody, cutting oif the heads» arms» 
and legs of those >vhom they cannot make prison* 
ers. In this manner» they havè rcndercd us 
masters of the Archdukc's army, and it only 
dépends upon them to drive him absolutcly eut 
of Spain. 

It sccms the last news from Italy stated 
that scvcral Frcnch squadrons had arrivcd at 
Suza; there is no probability that the Duke of 
Savoy would havc lot them pass with so much 
politencss, in order subscqucntly to entrap those 
who folio wed, although the report has bccn 
circulatcd at Madrid that his Royal Ilighncss 
would use reprisais, by taking thèse troops as 
his had been taken in the Milancsc. His situation 
is not unfortunate, to be rid of twenty thousand 
French, commandcd by a brave oificer, who 
would always hâve given him uneasiness for the 
Milanese, whcre the Germans are becoming more 
hateful every day, and himself not beloved, without 
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réckoning that ail the other Italian prinoes see 
hù aggrandizement with grcat impatience.* If 
tfaey could hâve forseen his présent position» and 
principally the Venetians, they would hâve pre» 
vented it by the forming a league ; but this 
republic, being ill disposed towards France, and 
fearing the court of Vienne, was' unfortunately 
blinded by its own passions. Naples and Sicily, 
from the letters I receive, sdouble their fidelity 
tohis majesty. 

Cardinal de la Tremoille informs me of the 
Pope's bad health, and that he should be sorry 
for the chair to beeome vacant at a time wlien 
it vrould be very difficult to fiU it up properly. 
You are very good, Madam, in wishing the King 
to grant faveurs to my brother ; whatevcr necd 
ho may havo of thcm to support tho dignity 
and charactcr with which ho hos honourcd him ; 
he mudt be content vrith what it siiall plcaso* his 
Majesty to give, and it is a good deal, at this 
timc, to be prcsonted with an abbcy worth twclve 
thousand francs pcr annum, frcc of ail charges, as 
I am informcd. I was aiso very glad of a similar 
gîfl to the Abbé de Pollgnac, who was as poor 
as Job. He is a man of family, possessed of . 
much intelligence, and who has been unfortunate. 
I always address myself to you, through whom 
the King may know my respectful gratitude for 
the faveurs he grants to my family, and I think 
it is better than if I took the liberty of writii^ 
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tc^ himself, since you know better how to speak 

ft^"* me tban I could myself. The Duchess de 

^«anont has then resolved to pass her life at 

^^«rsailles and Pontalie ; she must find herself 

^^x better heaith after the resolution, and as she 

^egins to take comfort on the death of her 

^iisband, for it appears to me that when people 

B.re much afflicted and in bad heaith, they feel dis- 

posed to get out of the crowd, and to seek repose 

iu solitude. 

I pity the Duchess of Mantua very much, as I 
know her husband particularly well, and I never 
conceived how a reasonable woman could be 
satisfied with him. I know how much the first 
Duchess, who was nièce to the late Prince des 
Ursins, suffered with him, as she acquainted me 
with it, being very thankfui, when I was at 
Rome, for the advice I daily gave lier during the 
four months she remained there. I had made 
this Prince begin to be ashamed of always having 
his coachmen and footmen for rivais, and made 
him shed tcars, by reproaching him with his low 
taste ; but when I had lest sight of him, and he 
became exposed to the dissipation of Venice, he 
rccommenced his debaucheries. Sentiments so 
unworthy of his birth were imputable to the bad 
conduct of the Princess of Inspruck, his mother, 
who was a woman, as you must no doubt hâve 
hcard, that disgraccd her name. 
It appears to me that money is necessary to 
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make purchases» and that those who posaess it 

would act more prudently to buy nothing ; how- 
ever you are more accustomed than anybody to see 
money agents, and appear to see nothing when 
they are useful for the service. Hère is enough 
for this post, and much more than enough to 
importune you» if your great goodness did not 
enable you to suffer patiently the length of my 
letters. 



LETTER LXXXIL 



TO TH£ SAIIE 



Buen^Retiio» Mty ISlh» 1707. . 

Thb Duke of Orléans left us yesterday for 
Arragon, after stoppmg hère two days on his 
retum from Valenciai which he has reduced tb 
submission to the King. It is probable that the 
rest of the kingdom will foUow the example of the 
capital. The Prince vras still greatly mortified 
at not having been in the battle, and I am not 
surprised at it, since you know how ambitions he 
is of glory. The more onc rcficcts, indced, upon 
tliis happy event, the more one is astonishcd ; his 
Royal llighness assures us, that thoro are not 
more than five hundred of the enemy*8 infantry 
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nmaining ; we ought- to be continually praising 

God that he penoitted the enemy to be so blinded 

as to undertake so rash an action as that for 

which they hâve been punished. 1 am incon» 

ceivably impatient to learn that the King bas 

received this great news, and I expect to find in 

the letter vrhich you will send me upon the 

subject» that joy which you thought you should 

never again feel after so many misfortunes, which 

ovenvhelmed you and undermined your health. 

The Queen feels so much interest about it, that 

I hâve heard her say very often how dclighted 

ahe was at the satisfaction you would hâve, and 

that it much increascd her own, Her Majcsty 

orders me to tell you that three things will happcn 

>^hich you désire, the first of which has already 

taken place, thevictory being complète. The Arch- 

duke, pressed in Catalonia on ail sides, will be com- 

pelledtoquitthe country ; and his allies and himself, 

no longer secing a prospect of dethroning Philip V., 

will be under the necessity of making a reasonable 

peace for ail sides. But shc says, she will net 

engage for ail thèse things taking place unless 

you will résolve to banish from your mind that 

gloomy melancholy which gives you such distres- 

sîng forebodings of ail sorts of misfortunes. She 

will, morcover, give you a Prince of Asturias 

as robust as herself : he gives her such dreadful 

thumps, which I hâve myself felt, that there 

is rcason to believe he will be as strong as a Turk 
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if he grows in proportion. I cannot repent having 
pressed the joumey of M. Clément» since it is 
possible the Queen might be deceived a month, 
as her présent size vrould induce us to believe. 

If I bad been in your court, I sbould not cer-' 
tainly bave failed being burried away by the 
exainple of the courtiers, whobave so much 
caressed the unfortunate man who bad preme* 
ditated running away with one of our Princes, and 
I should not be bis di^pe in believing that he only 
intendedto fix upon a distinguished individual. 
Do not laugh at me, but I shall ccrtainly taste 
more than once the milk of the nurses, to see if it 
is good, and I shall Icnrn, in case of necessity, 
how to dandle the Prince, for there is no character 
in which I shall not esteem it an honour to serve 
their majesties. It must be true that you pré- 
serve to me the honour of your friendship, since 
you assure me of it, and it is equally true that 
there is nothing upon earth I am so ambitions of 
deserving. I am not surprised that the Duke of 
Orléans has written so favourably respecting the 
King and Queen, for it is only doing them jus- 
tice; but I am very much obliged to bis Royal 
Uighness for speaking of me, since my merit falls 
far short of my wishcs : he has assurcd me that 
our King was never better« His Majesty requires 
to be blooded and purged from time to time, for 
I hâve seen him eat in a manner to create a 
redundancy of blood and humours, but he is in 
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good hands when under the care of M. ^ Fagon. 

You banter, Madam» by reproaching me that it is 

^ long time since I hâve spoken to you of the 

^bassador. He has appeared to me till now 

to be ad vancing in grand style towards perfection, 

but you wish to appropriate that carecr to your- 

self. You hâve spoiled him for me by your 

excessive praises, which his modesty and virtue 

caouot resist, and I perceive how vain he is when 

I tell him of your good opinion. I fear following 

lus example, if you continue writing to me such 

flattering things as you do ; spare me then, I 

bcscech you, for I know not whether you would 

not do me more injury by praising than my ene- 

mies by blaming me, when, moreover, you make 

it known that you do not agrée with them in 

that respect. 

It is fortunate, Madam, that you axe pleased 
to take the trouble of following the march of 
Spanish affairs ; do not get tired of it, I entreat 
you. I think Cardinal d' Estrées does vcry well 
in marrying his nephew to Mademoiselle de 
Nevers, and he must be obliged to Madame de 
Koailles for having revived this match, especially 
if the Duke de Nevers and his lady should hâve 
an cye to the conduct of the Duke d'Estrées, 
whom they will make drink the wine of Italy 
instead of Champagne, which will be a great 
réduction. 
At last, Madam, you will permit your relations 
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to approach you ! Has no harm yet happened to 
y ou from keeping such company? Was the King 
tired of Madame de Caylus, when he did her 
the honour of conducting her to Trianon ? Hâve 
you yawned in conversing with the lady of the 
Marquis de Vilette, the insipidity of whose con- 
versation I am acquainted vrith, and do you 
repent of having the Duchess de Noailles by your 
side, because she is the wife of a man 80 very 
unworthy of your esteem and friendship ? Own, 
ail thèse mischievous jokes apart, that I had 
great reason in reproaching you, for keeping at a 
distance relations who descrve your affection and 
protection, for, upon my word, you cannot bave 
bctter friends than thèse persons. You ask me 
whether I know Madame deVillette, to wbich 
I reply» by saying I do, that I hâve noticed the 
flashings of her wit^ the agreeableness of her 
conversation, as well as of her face, and the good- 
ness of her heart, of which I hâve received many 
proofs. Madame de Caylxis appréciâtes the 
friendship which you show her, but it does not 
render her more proud, which still increases my 
affection and esteem for her. I thought of writing 
only two Unes to you, but my inclination surmounts 
the fear which I ought to hâve in scnding you 
letters of too great a léngth. 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 



TO THE 8AME. 



Buen Retiro, May 33d» 1707. 

Neter did an account give me so much pleasure 
as that contained in your letter of the 8th instant, 
of the joy which the King and ail his court 
experienced, on hearing the news of the vîctory ; 
their Majesties cxpected it with great impatience, 
and I counted cvcry moment, tîll it arrivcd. The 
Duchcss of Uurgundy has writtcn a charming 
letter to the Qucen upon this subjccti and which 
shows hcr extrême goodncss of heart. AU that 
you describe to me, from the ofHccr of the guards 
comîug to announce the arrivai of M. de Chamillard, 
who showed M. de Silly into your little room at 
Marly, whilst you were supping în your closet, 
tîll his Majcsty came to thé door himself to com- 
municate this grcat news, appears to be so natural, 
that I imagined secing you throw your napkin 
on the ground, and runnîng to hcar what was 
said on the occasion; Madame de Dangcau 
posting ofF to Write to hcr husband ; Madame de 
Ilcudicourt walking as if she had good legs, 
without scarcely knowing wliat shc was about ; 
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M. de Marsan jumping upon a chair to show his 
agility in spite of the goût, with the same air 
that a rope-dancer would hâve doue. As for the 
Duke of Burgundy, ^ho is» I believe, occasionally 
absent, I am astonished that in the first moments 
of his joy he did not taice some lady for a billiard 
bail, and hit her vrith the queue which he had 
in his hand: In short, you will hâve no difficulty 
in persuading me, that ail France was delighted 
with so advantageous a victory for our two Kings, 
vrhich consolidâtes the throne of his Çatholic 
Majesty, I can easily conçoive that the great 
émotion which such good fortune caused in yoù, 
Madam, may hâve given you the fever, which I 
hopc will not last long, and that the sources of 
chagrin, which arc bcginning to disperse, will be 
followed by the rcstoration of your health. You 
will daily hear from this country of the happy 
results of the victory: almost the whole kingdom 
of Valencia is reduced to obédience; that of 
Ârragon will soon be so, and the Duke of Orléans, 
who joins his troops to a detachment of those 
which Marshal de Berwick commanded, will find 
himsdf at the head of an army which will reduce 
the Catalonians, and force the Archduke into 
Barcelona, where he will get perhaps tired of 
stopping, and the inhabitants of seeing him. Ab 
io the Kîng of Portugal, he seems as if he would 
soon sue to us for peace, upon such terms as we 
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please. The grandees of Spain, who are not well 
disposed, would be very glad for it to be granted 
hiïfi, considcriog this little corner of the monarchy 
08 an asylum wliere they would find protection 
in case they were discontented with their sove* 
reign* But as for the people, who hâve no other 
view than the glory of the King and the honour 
ofthe nation, they would be delighted at th^ 
conquest o^ Portugal, which they always con* 
sider as an usurpation. You may dépend upon 
the correctness of what I hère state to you. 

M. de Vendôme is naturally fortunate, and so 
is my Lord Marlborough: why should not the 
latter cease to continue so, when 6od has begun 
to décide in faveur of the just cause pf our 
Kings, and that tliey should humble thcmselvcs 
in their good fortune as in their bad? It is cer- 
tain that the love which the King our sovereign 
has always shown for religion, and the piety and 
rirtue of their Catholic Majesties, should make us 
hope for the end of a war which may récompense 
them for so many great and estimable qualities. 
Our ambassador and Marshal de Berwick also 
richly merit the praises you bestow on them, each 
exerting himself to the utmost in his station. 
The former had need of what has happened, to 
support him under the weight of business, which 
1 am always apprehensive will overpower him. 
When we sec that our labours prospcr, wc pcr- 
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serere ; he and I hâve thought that thii affair 
would be of great service to M. de ChamiUard» 
Mrhom I hâve often piticd. 

My pride has been highly gratified to findi that 
my idea respecting Piince.de Vaudemont haa not 
been entirely rcjected ; I mentioned it, rather that 
I might conceal nothing of what passes in my 
mind from you» than from any hope of its success 
not presuming myself capable of giving «,uch solid 
advice as may be foUowed ; meanwhile I cannot 
help telling you, that good nature is carried too . 
far, when from fear of giving a little uneasiness tO' 
certain persons who are in office, others are not 
fixed upon who might do better for the state ia 
such important conjunctures ; and so much the 
more, as thosc who arc thus sparcd do not tliink 
themselves capable of doing thcir duty, for in this 
case it wèuld be unjust to complain of a change. 

The Duchess of Savoy has writtèn to the Queen» 
to say that her father had a very bad cold, which 
obliged him to keep his bed, and that he had had 
three attacks of tertian fever. His Royal High* 
ness does ail that he can to inflame his blood, aod 
it would be désirable that his dévotion, to which 
allusion has been made, should tranquillize him ; 
he would then be better, and other Princes would 
enjoy more repose. 

I will not believe that the Duchess of Burgundy 
is pregnant ; I will give her a whole year to 
amuse herself, and run about where shc pleases. 
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provided :8he does not stop, up too. late» . and. ^^ 
that she . only eats at seasonable hours, vrhen . 
her digestion will be easy, for if she does not take. ^ 
care, latc hours will kill her, especially if she/ 
makes irregular meals. So much sadness and so j 
much inclination to weep, which y ou say she has, ^ , 
giîe me however much pain, and fumish a reason , 
why I should be still more obliged to her for , 
having honoured me with one of her letters» in . , 
which she only spcaks of joy, and of her partici- 
patiog in mine. I enclose the answcr, which you 
will hâve the goodncss to présent to her. I shall 
take care not to apoîogize for this liberty, since 
you wish me to believe that you are ofFended 
when I do not give you my commissions ; thus it 
is arranged betwcen you and me, that you shall 
receive my vulgarities with your usual politeness. 
You hâve done perfectly wcll to save my réputa- 
tion, in saying nothingof the proposai which I had 
madc you about certain silk borders, as I should 
hâve been considered by M. de Langlée with 
the contempt which ought to be entertaincd for 
W bom soûls. Every one places his glory 
upon a diflferent object in this world ; I am very 
happy, however, to be of your opinion, that a 
Prince of Asturias is not less worthy of our re- 
-M^cct, in a very neat and plain bed, than he 
^vould bc in one richly cmbroidcrcd with gold. 
The duchcss de Bcauvillcrs has donc woudcrs iu 
the purchascs she has undertakcn to makc, hav- 
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ing brought them down to a price proportioned to 
my parsimohy. I hâve evinced my satisfaction» 
and you will hâve the goodness to praise her also. 
Nurses will soon arrive hère: ail the woinen of 
Biscay that were represented admirable» and 
ashaving healthy appearance» hâve gotthe.itch»* 
and there are only one or two throughout ail thèse 
provinces that are coming. We shall hâve some 
from old Castile and the frontiers of Navarre» but 
what will astonish you most is, that» notwithstand- 
ing our activity, I doubt whether more than a 
dozen can be collected together, some of whom 
hâve been lately confined, and others on the 
point ofbeing so ; they will be fine company for 
me, and a pretty occupation to torment myself 
when they are confined» to humour them, to pre* 
vent them from scratching one another*s eyes out ; 
to see that they hâve not the itch, to which they 
are very subject ; to ascertain if they eat mode* 
rately ; to find out their tempers ; and aller ail this» 
to add to it the choice which the physicians shall 
make of her, whom they may think best qualified to 
nurse the Prince : do not you think, Madam, that 
I shall be highly amused ? I imagine you to say : 
** I do not pity her, for she might get rid of one 
half of the trouble, it being impossible but one of 
the Quceu*s ladies of honour, or some other 
reasonable person, would give a helping hand in 
ail this bustle." My answcr is quite ready ; to 
%vhich» I think» you hâve no reply. One may 

YOL. m. D 
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live years with thé greateirt part of the people.in 
this court, without knowing %vhat theyhave done, 
and what they are capable of doing, of which the 
following is quite a récent instance. The Queen 
had one of thèse senoras de honor,* the daughter 
of a Portuguese lord, who went to Madrid when 
this country revolted against the King of S pain. 
His fidelity mduced Philip IV. to givehim and bis 
daughter a favourable réception. She went to 
the court of the late Einpcror at Vienna; returned 
with the Queen, mother of Charles IL, who having 
married the King's sister to the Emperor, his 
brother, who became a widow; this lad y, who had 
accompanied her, returned a second time into 
S pain, to be near the person of the Queen-mother. 
She was there till her death, and was afterwards 
with the Queen Dowager, who is at Bayonne, 
and the présent reigning Queen. This lady, 
ivho is called the Marchioness de Llaneras, was 
made choice of byher Majesty, as the healthiest, 
although the oldest of the ladies of honour, to ac- 
conipany her to Burgos. Shoexcuscd herself, as 
well as the other lady whom the Queen had ap- 
pointed, under pretence that they could net give 
her the money which she required. It is to be 
obscrvcd, that they had no occasion for it, sincc 
thcir cxpùnces wcrc paid as well as thosc of thcir 



^ Ladies of lionour. 



PRINCEiS CES UR8INS. 86 

senrants, withouttheir paying anythingthemseWes. 
When her Majesty returaed, and the King delibe- 
rated in council at tbe Escurial, about letting the 
ladies remain where they had retired during the 
Queen's joumey, at which time they left the palace 
the day after our departure, without saying a word, 
to go, some to their relatives at Madrid, or in the 
country, and others to convents, the greatest part 
of whom had fathers, brothers, or loyers, who 
were known to be in correspondence with the 
enemy ; their Majesties, in their great kindness, 
wished to take three of them back again, in order 
to show their considération for persons of quality 
who had served them, and who were poor. The 
orders were no sooner given, than a great deal was 
said against the Marchioness who was one of the 
mimber fixed upon ; she was accused of being at 
heart a Portuguese ; of having visited the enemy's 
camp, commanded by the Marquis de Las Minas ; 
and of having received in this city, some of her 
relations at her own house ; we were, moreover, 
^ warned, that she was a very dangerous woman, 
and that she had herself strangled her daughter, 
who was married, under some suspicions of bad 
conduct. It is to be obscrved, that if thèse are 
idlc storics, it is vcry wicked to hâve invcntcd 
thcm, and if they are not, tlie warning was vcry 
tardy. I am wcll convinced that this lady would 
nevcr hâve bccn spoken against if ail the others 
had retumed as well as her, and that it was envy 

]> 2 



36 L£TTERS OF THE« 

which impelled them to throw out ail thèse sur* 
mises. As however, it would not hâve been pru- 
dent to keep her, and on the other hand it was 
désirable not to do anything which might injure 
her réputation, it was decided to get the Queen's 
confessor to speak to her» and tell her of ail the re- 
ports in question, which, although their Majesties 
would not believe, it was proper, in order to re- 
move every cause for ill-founded surmises, that 
she should ask to retire, as she was unable, thrôugli 
her great âge, to sus tain the fatigues of the service, 
that she might^ to give a better colouring to it, re- 
main two or three months longer. She followed 
this advice, and the same salary was continued to 
her after retiring as she had before, ail which 
passed ofF very quietly. In whom then can confi- 
dence be placed ? And am I wrong for entering 
into détails respecting the préservation of persons 
who are sodcarto us ? This is a pretty long letter, 
which, however, was necessary, in order tliat you 
might be fully inforraed of everything. I think I 
cannot be wrong in following your advice, there- 
fore I entreat you to tell me so if you think I can 
do better ? 
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;^^ ^^ 'i^* Buen Retiio, Bhy 304, 1707* V. 

' t MÀvi nb lettcr from you by the last post; 
Madàm; and provided thatitis not indisposition 
\ehich has prevented you from writing, I will hare 
patience. If the good news has given you the 
fever, I fear lest you may hâve it often» for it 
would seem that our Spanish affairs assume 
such an appearance, that we cannot dispense from 
acquainting you of them from time to time. The 
Duke of Orléans has just captured Saragossa, and 
will not stop there. You must» thcn, take courage, 
if you pleasCi for, according to every probability» 
his Royal Ilighness will make other conquests. l 
will not take upon myself to say, that I shall not 
fall ill of joy as well as yourself» if you could 
inform me that M. de Vendôme had obtained 
a victory, for thèse great events possess me 
so, that they hâve absolutely deprived me of 
sleep for several nights, Mypleasure has been 
almost equally grcat on the discovery of somo 
apparently good nurses, which compensâtes me 
for ail the trouble I hâve had on that account 
Eleven arrived ycsterday at the Retire, with àll 
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their retinue, and the twelfth is expectêd the 
day after to-morrow ; seven of them hâve brought 
their children» and five are* still pregnant. I 
thought that toc much honour could not be paid 
them ; that it was necessary to get into the habit 
of respecting persons who were to be employed 
in nursing a prince or a princess, born of one of 
the first families upon earth ; therefore, besides 
two or three of the Queen s carriagesi whîch went 
to meet them, I sent a gentleman to compliment 
them in form. They made their entrance by the 
gâte of Atocha, where the people gave them their 
blcssings, and came to this palace, where they 
alighted at a garden which is only open to their 
Majesties. I went to receive them at the end of 
a gallery of the Queen's apartment; her Majesty 
was looking on from a balcony ; I embraced them 
ail heartily, and afterwards conducted them to her 
Majesty, who in her turn did not disdain to corne 
forward to receive them. It was then, Madam, 
that ail the little infants which they held in their 
arms commenced awonderful chorus, and showed 
bythe strength of their voices, the goodness of 
their mothers* milk. The whole party fell on their 
knees to kiss the Queen's h and ; some wept for 
joy, some were in an ecstasy, and others showed 
their delight by a Ihousand flattering and tender 
expressions, at which you would eertainly hâve 
been moved as well as mysclf, I would hâve 
given the whole world for the King our master. 
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the rDuchess of Burgundy» and yourself to hâve 
bee^Q présent at tbis scène. , I took tbem afte^^ards 
ito their.apartments, which are surrounded with 
gardens, not so beautiful, indeed, as tbose of 
Morly» but wrbere thcre is verdure and good air. 
I They >vere feasted in a hall with a grand colla* 
tien, of which they stood in need. • After this I 
conducted them back to their rooms» which are 
hâlidsomely carpcttcd: hcre I ordered every« 
thing suitable and convenient for them, and sent 
away ail the attendants who had foUowed me, and 
were of no use to them. Some time aflter, tlie 
King and Queen paid them a visit, which occa- 
sionedfresh transports ofjoy on seeing themselves 
at the feet of their Kiïig. When supper time ar« 
rived, in order to get them habituated to me, I sat 
at the head of the table, upon a very pretty straw 
chair, and they upon carpets, according to the 
custom of the country . I tasted myself what was 
served up to them, to asccrtain that it was not too 
highly flavoured nor too gross, and finding it to 
my roind, I took the opportunity of supping with 
them, and we drank to the health of ail the royal 
family and the expectcd Prince. Itwas thenthat 
I perceived émotions of fear and hope in the 
breasts of ail thèse rivais. I hâve but seldom, I 
assure y ou, made a more agreeable repast than 
that which I havc just described : and I flatter 
myself, that you would hâve had almost as much 
I>lea5ure a^ myself. Several of thèse women hâve 
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not disagreeable faces ; nonehave bad teeth ^th^ir 
complexions indicate good health, and the whole 
faculty, up to the présent timCi find no reason to 
reject any of thcm. We shall see in the sequel 
how they answer ; I in^end to be présent at tbeir 
confinement, and assiduously attend to every- 
thing relative thereto, in order to acquire more 
expérience» the better to serve the Queen, when 
her turn comes. I intreat you, to be obliged to 
me for this long narrative, for you see that I am 
not without something to do; but except my 
indispensable duty, what ought I not to quit for 
you, Madam, who are so worthy of being loved 
and honoured. 



LETTER LXXXV. 



TO THE SAME. 



•; 



Buen Retiro, Jonc 5th, 1 707, , 

I ONLT received your's of the 21st ultime 
yesterday, and whîch was brought, I know not 
through what cause, by a foreigner, as also the 
letters from the court to the ambassador and their 
Majesties. The ordinary post before this brought 
us none at ail, and we are unable to as^v^u ^ 
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^ féàsbh'fbr it^ûnless tlie packets > ère (^yén to M. 
'^dë SUly/'who went direct for Arragbn, àtid who 
' will doubtlcfts return them to us after joming the 
' Duke of Orléans. He bas written this morhing 
•to the King, that Xativa was at leugth taken» with 
the exception of a small castle, which had beeu 
leftblockaded, and which would soon surrender 
^ of itself. They had been obliged to put every 
body to the sword, except some nuns. Although 
no people ever more richly merited such a chas- 
tisementy which ought to be a waming to others 
who are so obstinately bent in continuing to be 
disloyal to their sovereign, this event is very 
horrible : war is the cause of many crimes, and 
I know not how princes who carry on unjust ones 
canhopethat God wi H pardon them. It is not 
in our power to press mattcrs on the side of Cata- 
lonia ; had there been cannon and ammunition, 
the siège of Lerida would hâve been begun sooner, 
but thèse supplies could not be sent from France, 
as was desired. I agrée with you, Madaiï!!^ tliat 
you cannot be very tranquil while in the expectation 
of an action between the two armies in Flanders ; 
however, since ours is as strong as the enemy, we 
should hope that M. de Vendome's good fortune 
will not forsake him on this occasion. Whatever 
gloomy courtiers may say, I cannot agrée with 
them, that if we obtained a victory, we should 
dérive no great advantages from it in those parts ; 
for our superiority would humble' the pride of the 
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league, and render it more tractable in the tenns 
of peace. I am more apprehensive from Marshal 
de Tessé*8 fearing what his Royal Highness may 
undertake against Prince Eugène» than the forces 
even of this Prince with his mischievous disposi- 
tion. I own your anxiety is just as to what 
may happen : however, when I reflect that the 
Kingy who possesses more information and pru- 
dence than any one, does not change his gênerai, 
I think we may take courage. 

Madame de Nemours was.in the right to see 
her enemies, and to kecp the postilions bootcd a 
long time. She always appeared to me to hâve 
but little rclish for the other world. I had already 
heard of the sudden death of M. de Nevers, and 
the différent opinions of his wife's property. 
Protected as she is by the Princes, she has 
reason to hope being placed at her ease in her 
Tvidowhood, and to pass, at least, a less rambling 
life than during the life-time of the Duke de 
Nevers. The Duchess of Sforza acts tlie part of 
agood aunt in soliciting the dignity for her nephew, 
which is very kind of her. 

I am not surprised that the Prince de Vaudc- 
mont is such a favourite at Versailles, and I should 
be astonished if he remained a long time at court 
without exciting grcat jealousy. Would thcre be 
any grcat harm in your wîshing to fathom his 
character, by conversing with him on every sub- 
ject, and asking his opinion upon them ? I like 
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nothing so inùch as to make persons réason who 
eut a distinguished figure in die world» and who, 
from long expérience, hâve had opportunities of 
observing the faults of the generality of men, as 
well as their good qualities : there is much to be 
gained from such knowledge. I know but too well 
your inclination for retirement, and wish to God, 
Madam, you would keep a little less aloof from 
the intercourse of mankind ! 

M. Clément is just arrived, and I quit you to 
go and welcome hitn. I résume my pen to inform 
you that the Queen is very glad to see this celé- 
brated man, whom the King has had the goodness 
to send us, and she has in a short time put a num- 
ber of questions to him,which he has well answered. 
Her Majesty made particular enquiries after the 
Duchess of Burgundy and yourself. Madame de 
la Salle only arrived this morning, bêcause her 
chcdse broke down twenty leagues from Madrid ; 
I was never more surprised than when both told 
me, that they had come from Bayonne to Madrid» 
without a single person who understood a word of 
Spanish, except a man they met with by mère 
chance. I had wholly relied upon the Duke deGra- 
mont, who assured me twice or thrice that nothing 
should be wanting, and I might dépend upon Uim. 
I do not know how he, who is attentive to evcry- 
thin grelative to their Majcsties, should hâve for- 
gotten to send somebody with thèse poor people 
to take care of them, and to procure ail the 
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accommodations which travellers find so great a 
difficulty in obtaininginSpain, uniessaccompanied 
by a conductor who has acquaintances in ail the 
towns on the road ; I had an excellent one ready 
at Bayonne, whom the Duke de Gramont knew 
very well, and to whom he might hâve given this 
commission. We will make amends, if possible» 
for ail the inconvenienccs that M. Clcment and 
Madame de la Salle hâve experienced : they 
relate their sad adventures very humorously, and 
I think the Duchess of Burgundy will hear them 
repeated more than once. We hâve already had 
a conversation together upon the Queen's situa- 
tion, and upon the nurses, which will notcertainly 
be the last ; and I am much deceivcd if we do 
not agrée very well. The Queen has yet seen 
nothing of the child's linen, because she had to 
Write to-day, and she wishes to examine it in 
détail at her leisure, Their Majesties refer to the 
ambassador, as to the cause of despatching this 
extra couricr, as the object is well worth the 
trouble, although I do notentertain sanguine hopes 
in respect to it, yet it would be imprudent to 
neglcct such a matter. I become constantly more 
sensible of your kindncsses and am most respect- 
fully yours. 
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LETTER LXXXVI. . 

• « 

v'>r:-! l'-OîT'- ' TOTHB8AMB. • ■ ■ -^fî'^ • 

• ,,._; . Buen Retiro» Joue ISth, 1707« . 

f.youR letter of the ISth ultimo, as I expeetcd, 
came round through Arragon before it reached 
thisy as M. de Silly, who went to Join his Royal 
Highness, forwarded it to me only a few days ago. 
We learnt by the usual post, that Marshal Villars 
bas forced the lines, which is a great achievement, 
and a fine commencement of the campaign ; it 
must certainly hâve surpriscd you» for I doubt 
whether you expected such an event. This suc- 
cess must alarm the German princes in the neigh- 
bourhood, and should induce them to recall their 
troops either from Flanders or Italy, which in 
either case would diminish their forces, and leave 
us more at our case. I did not hear from you by 
the last post, which I attribute to your grief for 
the death of Madame de Montëspan. I can well 
conceive ail that your good and noble heart must 
hâve felt on this occasion, and I always find you 
equally deserving of praise on every account. As 
I know that the Princes and Princesses, who are 
most interested in this loss, are not over fond of 
receiving letters, which would be, perhaps» a tax 
upon their politeness to answer, I thought it better 
to beg of you, Madam, to hâve the goodness to my 
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ail that is most expressive of tny respect, which 
cannot go through a better channeL But if you 
should thinkit proper for me to do soroething more, 
be so good as to say so» since I can never do wrong 
by following your advice, I am now about to beg 
your friendly offices, in favour of a man, whom 
you formerly recommended to me, and it is no bad 
omen for him to hâve so much interested me as 
to become his agent with you, wko hâve brought 
me acquainted with him. I mean thc Marquis 
de Brancas, who is earnestly desirous of the King 
fixingupon him to compliment this court upon 
the birth of the Prince of Asturias. His good 
sensé, politeness, and zeal in the service hâve 
procured him the esteem ôf their Majesties, and 
1 am persuaded they w^ill see this office con- 
ferred upon him with pleasure. He lest in the 
battle of Almanza, à very promisingbrother, whom 
he afFectionately loved; the Duke of Orléans 
makcs much of him, and he appears to me well 
adapted to fulfil this commission, if the King has 
not othenvisc disposed of it. 

I hâve heard nothing of the ridiculous acts 
which are reported relative to the Countess de 
Gramont, but I own I am a little curions to 
know them, to ascertain to what lengths the ma- 
lignity or folly of pcoplc who talk so unrcasonably 
can go. I am much surprised that the Qucen's 
box of lincn had not been shown to the Duchess 
of Burgundy,nor to you, and I should hâve thought 
the reason that prevented Madame de Beauvillcrs 



Voi'it let 
came roun 
this, as M. 
Highness, : 
>Ve learDt 
lias forced. 
and a 6tx 
must cet-- 
whether 
cess mu^ 
bourhoo^ 
troops ^s 
either Ci^ 
us mor — 
t\ie ^TiTriii. 



PRIKCBSt DES VR81KS. 47 

from doing 80, waslestit should be considered too 
costly» if the Duchess had not assured me that it 
is not 80, and that 8ke ha8 confined hereelf to 
good taste and neatness, as I hâve often desired 
hen It is nôt yet arrived, and when it does, I 
will give you my opinion ; however, I certainly 
expected that the things we had occasion for^ 
would hâve cost the King of Spain more money. 



LETTER LXXXVII. 



TO THE 8AME. 



;. Buen Retiro, JuM 24th, 1707. 

You will have seen, Madam, by a letter firom 
the Queen, that she prevented me from writing 
to you by the last post, becaùse she gave me a 
commission to visit her apartment at Madrid, in 
which her Majesty ordered me to get something 
arranged. This order appeared to me a little ar- 
bitrary, since it deprived me of the pleasure I 
always feel in writing to you as often as I possibly 
can ; but I will compensate myself to-day for it» 
in replying to your three letters, of May 29th, 
June 6th, and 12th, one of which had gone round 
by Arragon bcforo it rcachcd me. I begin with 
the first, in which you rejoice with me at Marshal 
de Villars having forced the Unes. This action 
is so brilliant and fortunate, as to make us pardon 
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him a little vanity, and if those who call this 
gênerai mad, serve the King as well as he does, I 
could wish that every body became so, for there are 
too many wiseacres, or, at least» people who think 
they are so, by running no risks ; I am, however, 
convinced that tbings must sometimes be lefl to 
chance, provided they are not carried to a degree 
of temerity worthy only of the heroes of romance. 
But I could explain myself better to you on this 
subject in a personal interview. 

The Duchess of Burgundy has promised to for- 
ward you regularly my packets, and God grant 
»ne may keep her word, and that some parties of 
pleasure may not happen to make her forget it, 
especially now that she is not pregnant, and will 
be disposed to make the best use of her time I I 
cannot help being glad, whatever désire I may 
hâve for her to become the mother of many 
princes» that she is not at présent in the family 
way. 

I enjoy our good fortune athaving destfroyed the 
Ârchduke's army, and I will not anticipate the 
bùgbear of succour with which we aret hreatened 
to bc sent to him. The Elector of Bavaria writcs 
to his Majesty to say, that the English Govern- 
ment lias detcrmincd to scnd a numbcr of troops 
into Spain. They ;niist indced bc numcrous to 
be a match for ours ; they are not yet ready ; and 
having corne by sea, they must require great pré- 
paration and expence. This is of importance to 
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U8i' in ' u iliilich lui it gains time for hit Rojral 

Highness a&d Marshal de Berwick, and what 
they stand in need of will reach them soonenough 
to enable them tô capture Lerida, which is the 
niost eligible point for keeping the Catalonians 
and Arragonese in check. But everything that 
was expected from France has expeftenced great 
delay» and you know, I think, that money is as 
scarce as artillery, which will postpone the inten* 
tion of the Duke of Orléans to march on the side 
of Portugal, but which he never had any idea of» 
until he could leave the place where he is in safety, 
and free from appréhension of the Archdukeretum* 
ing to it. 

AUow me to^ ask you, Madam, why you are so 
much afraid of an action in Flanders, when yoa 
know that the King*s army is in such fine order, 
and stronger than that of the enemy, and with the 
hitherto fortunate M. de Vendôme for its comman« 
der? His Majesty writes tothe King, his grand* 
son, that there is no probabiHty of Marlborough 
being inclined to risk a battle, which does not 
évince that he feels himself ih a condition to do so, 
and is a presumption that if he was obliged to ' 
fight» it would be to his disadvantago. I cannot, 
thorcfore, bo anxious for Flandcrs, but I could ^^ 
wish the Gcrman Princes to be so alarmed, as < 
to withdraw their troops, in order to défend their *'• 
own States, which are threatened by Marshal de ^ 
Villars. Your appréhensions lest the Duke of • 

VOL. m. E 
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Savoy broke his promise with respect to thetroops 

which marched through his states, wilU I sim 

sure, hâve given you more than one sleepless 

night; however, they arrived in safety at their 

destination. I saw some French ofRcers this 

moming from Italy» who think that it would be, 

very difficult to penetrate unto Dauphiny and 

Provence, provided the French were upon the 

alert and determined to prevent it, of which there 

can be no doubt, since the King relies upon the 

capacity oî the commander of his army, who will 

certainly do his best. The Viceroys of Naples and 

Sicily Write to tell us, that ail the nobles cannot 

show more zeal than they do, which is confirmed 

to me by Cardinal de la Tremoille, in whom they 

place great confidence. He adds, that it is painful 

to him to see^uch good subjects abandoned, and 

that with the least assistance nothing would hâve 

been more easy for them than to préserve thèse 

two kingdoms. It is certain, that had the troops 

been sent which the King of S pain had in those 

parts, it would hâve afforded them an inspiring 

consolation, because it would hâve induced them 

to expect greater succours afterwards* My bro- 

ther bas explained himself upon this subject, in 

his despatches to the court, and his Majesty has 

often spoken of it, which is ail that can be donc, 

as what the King shall after that décide upon, will 

always be for the best. I returned to this country, 

80 much affected by the King's gracions behaviour 
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to me at Marly, and so much impressed mût what 
I know to be just, gréât, and amiable in him» that 
I bave notbing more to désire» except tbatbis 
Majesty sbould believe I constantly endèavour to 
render myself more wortby of tbe continuance of 
bis kindness, wbicb affects me mucb more, because 
it cornes from tbe most uprigbt of men» tban be* 
cause it is bonourable to me to bave tbe approba* 
tion of 80 great a monarcb. Had I» moreover, as 
you tell me, tbe felicity of rendering myself agree- 
able to bim in company, I would own to you 
ingenuously, tbat it only rested witb bis Majesty 
to perceive that bis society was very acceptable to 
me. The trutb is, althougb I may boast of having 
conversed witb tbe most agreeable people, and of 
thegreatcst intelligence, in France, Italy and Spain» 
I bave never been so well pleased witb them as 
with bis Majesty. You will confess tbat this 
avowal is very candid. 

Whether tbe Queen be pregnant of a Prince or 
Princess, the child is certainly very vigorous. On 
every account, it would suit better for a Prince of 
Asturias to be robust thau an Infanta. T entreat 
you not to bc uneasy about it, for neither you nor 
I hâve to do witb that, it is as beaven shall 
appoint. 

You advise me, tben, to learn bow to dandle 
future cbildren, and you ask me whether I know 
any tbing about weaning, or tbe consistence of 
good milk. Would not one say, at sucb a ques* 

b2 
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tioD, that I never heard the physicians talk and 
the nurses gossip, for I know their language per* 
haps better than that which I am obliged to 
speak» and as to the posture, I must place myself 
in to dandle, it would suit my figure perhaps 
better than my rheumatism. I shall» therefore, ^ 
get Madame de la Salle, to teach sôme good 
Spanish widow this occupation; and as to the. 
rest, I protest to you, that I should make no 
scruple of habituating myself to this exercise, or 
any other, for the service of their Majesties. 

Since the King continues in good health, to 
judge from his appetite, I cannot be sorry that he 
rcmains longer at Marly than M, Fagon could 
wish, as I think he takes more exercise there 
than elsewhere, and that his digestion must be 
better for it, I could wish, however, that his 
Majesty abstained more at supper, for it is well 
known, that nothing is more unhealthy than to 
load the stomach in the evening, which is ulti- 
mately the cause of vapours and other serious 
complaints. I préserve my own health, merely 
by making light meals, and eating vcry little 
méat ; but by way of retaliation, I takc breakfast 
and a collation, as if I was only fifteen, except 
that a triflc satisfies me. 

I hâve hcsitatcd somc time about showing a 
passage of your letter to the ambassador, pur- 
porting, that you should be very sorry to oppose 
his progress to perfection, but I at lasl de- 
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termined to read it to him. What I foresaw 
happened : he blushed up to the eyes, his mo- 
desty taking the alarm at hearing himself pnused 
by a person of your considération» and more 
especialiy knowing himself, he says, to be so 
very imperfect. 

I did not know that the King had given to 
Marshal de Cœuvre everything which his late 
brother had, but I am not surprised at it. 

Since the Princes and the Princesses hâve not 
worn mourning for Madame de Montespan» nor 
received formai visits of condolence, I hâve donc 
weli in not writing to them, and desiring you to 
hâve the goodness to say on çiy behalf, on this 
occasion, how respectfully I am interested in ail 
that concerns them. 

Ââ to the Princess de Conti, whose mother has 
been named, it is natural and civil in her to wear 
mourning, to do honour to her relations, and it 
appears to me that she discharges her duty ' 
amply in that respect, l received a letter from 
the Prince de Vaudemont from Marly, in which 
he expresses himself enchanted with the place 
and grateful to the King. I could wish to know, 
if our great Princess fcds tnore at home with his 
polite manners, than with the vulgar ones of the 
grcatcst part of the courtiers of the day. You 
say that you hâve seen the Prince de Vaudemont 
only once, and that you are delighted with him : 
why not sec him often ? Is it because you will 
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deprive yourseîf of the society of à person *of mind 
and nient, and wlio can converse with you upon 
every subject ? This is carrying your scruples or 
indifférence to worldly things a little too far. 

From the moment the war broke out. I hâve 
nevcr ccased to wish for peace. The ardour of . 
iny wishes is incrcased by your promising me, that 
the letters I shall receive from you, when peace is 
made, will be full of humorous and playful ideas : 
you are not without admirers in your serious and 
sad refiections, for they arc ail fraught with rea- 
son, ^ince ull that you fear for the future may 
happen, and the misfortunes whîch you hâve wit- 
Hcsscd, must give you rcason to fear expcriencing 
othcrs of the samc nature. But reason is some- 
timcs so insupportable, that I think there is a 
kind of wîsdom in notalways obcyingsocorrectly 
its dictâtes, and it is botter to deviate from it a 
little, without absolutely losing sight of it alto- 
gethcr, and thus amuse the imagination by an- 
ticipating future happiness, which gives us the 
liberty of passing our time more gaily and dissi- 
pating a portion of the melancholy which is 
iiltimately destructive. I own that I am a little 
affcctcd by it, and that who.n through adverse 
circumstances or unplcasant events, I feel myself 
attacked by this humour, I endcavour to build 
the most delightful castles in the air that I can. 
Ihavc derived greatbcnefitfrom this practise, and I 
adviseyoutofollowmyexample,ifyoupossiblycan. 
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i am very sorry that Mademobelle d^Aumale 
could not be your secretary to the letter which 
I bave just replied to, least your head^ache should 
be increased by the pains which you bave taken 
in writing it with your own band»which I heartily 
sainte. 



LETTER LXXXVIII. 



TO THE 8AHB. 



Buen Retiro^ Joue SStb, 1707. 

. I sHALLbe more cautions in future, Madam, when 
I give you certain descriptions of what I imagine 
is passing where you are, since you threaten to 
show them to persons who are interested, for they 
will not be so indulgent to me as you are, and 
might possibly think me a mischievous joker» 
which is a bad character. 

If M. de Marlborough sends a detachment to 
Germany, you will be at ease a* to Flanders. 

In spite of ail that the Duke of Savoy bas done 
to prevent a detachment being sent to Naples, one 
has been sent of ten or twelve thousand men, which 
will weaken his Royal Highness, and consequently 
disable him from injuringus; this cannot fail to 
b^ gratifying to Marshal de Tessé. I cannot help 
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being astonished that a Prince, t^ho has 8o much 
sensé as the JDuke of Savoy, can cause it to be 
said to the Duchess of Burgundy, that the war 
"which he canries on diminishes nothing of his af- 
. fection for her; the respect which I hâve for him 
prevents me offering any remarks upon such a com- 
pliment, and compels me to be silent. 

We are not yet for refusing peace to the Portu- 
guese ; we must first confine the Archduke to a 
small corner of Catalonia ; everything must pro- 
ceed better in Flanders, Germany, and Italy, 
which you do not believe, and the Hungarian mal- 
contents must continue to alarm the Emperor. In 
such a case, which I do not consider impossible, 
why should not the Duke of Orléans, towards the 
end of next autumn, enter, with a large vîctorious 
army, a small country, in a state of consternation, 
and which could not oppose considérable forces to 
those undcr his command ? What a conquest would 
suchakingdom be for the KingofSpain, which has 
been usurped from him, and which will embarrass 
him till such time as he is master of ît ? Truly, it 
would be a very glorious thing for a Frcnch Prince 
to restore him this crown, after the ingratitude 
which the Portuguese havc shown to the King, our 
master, who was their bencfactor. It is a vcn- 
geance, worthy of him, thus to dispose of crown- 
ed heads. The reigning Prince of this country 
deserves nothing else, for he will always be satis- 
fied, provided he is suffcred to govern his'chaplains 
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and band of musiciaDs ; and wq wiU pravidehim 
an excellent one of the latter from Italy. As to 
the Archduke, I bave a long time wishc^d, as weU 
as yourself, that the Duke de Noailles might hâve 
to show him the beauties of Marly, as he iibetter 
qualified than any one to discharge such a com- 
mission well. Meanwhile, he is reducîqg a great 
many places to their allegîance, and secures, by 
bis prudence and the high opinion tbey hâve of him 
in Catalooia, I know not how many people, who 
wait only to déclare themselves in favour of hii 
Catholic Mejesty, to see the Duke of Orléans' anny 
in possession of Lerida : it is a great pity that your 
nephew has not more troops, as he woitld tum 
them to gpod account. 

TheQueen, and not I, will be the Frince'B gover* 
nesB ; I hâve been se till now of the nurses, but the 
under govemess witi PMperintend tliem, until they 
are in einploy, for then sho wiU havc an eye upon 
her who shall be chosen, and will dévote herself 
entirely to her duties, at least sbe promises to do 
so. She gîves satisfaction to their Majesttes, who 
find her intelligent, and ofeasy manners^andwho 
appears very grateful for the honour of havtng co&' 
fided to her so precious a child. Do not think 
that I shall altogether disburthen myself of the 
trouble of interfering with what sh&ll concem him, 
for my affection will not allow it. Her Majesty, 
this lady and I, will act in concert, in order to 
forenee and prevent every thing that is to be feared. 
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We Bhall omit nothing ; we shall pray to God to 
enlighten us, and leave the issue in his hands. 

The Prince de Vaudemonfs agent bas just left 
me, having been to inform me tbat bis master is 
transported witb joy at ail tbe civilities whicb be 
receives from tbe royal family. Whenbiswife^ 
cornes to Verscdlles after forty years absence, sbe 
will be scarcely known, and sbe will scarcely know 
otbers; but I tbink sbe will find a greater change 
in manners than in faces. Sbe bas always ob* 
tained distinction wherever sbe bas been, by ber 
affability, and tbe care sbe bas taken to oblige 
w'benever sbe could. 

I bave beardthat Monseigneur bad the Duchess 
at his parties oftener than formerly, and tbat the 
Duke of Burgundy bad taken a great fancy to the 
Princess de Conti, who was becoming a devotee. 

I bave but poor hopes tbat the Duchess of Bur- 
gundy will foUow my advice, for I am neither 
inade to give it nor sbe to profit from it, and I 
sbould think with more probability, that she will 
continue to run about in cold and bot weather ; 
that she will keep late hours, even till daylight, 
when it pleases ber ; that she will eat whatever 
she likes, and whenever she pleases ; and then that 
she will find herself ranch indisposed by it, that 
she will becorae very thin, that it will do ber great 
injury, and that at last she will be in despair at 
having ruined lier health ; finally, Madam, the 
Princess Nvill only foUow ber own inclinations, and 
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my fear 18, that she will repeût of it toolate. Do not 
fail, I beg of you, tô tell her of my prophecy ; I 
am persuaded 8he will agrée with me, tince she it 
80 candid and sincère. 

If our unhappy friend wished todrown himself» 
Madam, we ought to stretch forth our hand to pre« ^ 
vent him from doing so; the kindnest of the 
thing towards him, is conferred on a man of whoM 
attachment he cannot doubt, since he bas always 
been devoted to his person. His sorrow, wbich in« 
duces bim to take steps that do not perbaps please 
his Majesty, only spring from this attachment; 
so that it would be a generous action to restore 
bim to a sensé of bis duty, and it is to you that 
tbis work sbould be allotted. 

I bave beard by the way of Genoa, that the Duke 
of Savoy's illness was not so dangerous as bad 
been reported» although be bad not as yet re- 
covered ; the Duchess bas written to the Queen 
to say, that he is still aflfected with fever, and that 
he is about to take bark. I ne ver wished- to see 
any person become a devotee more than bis Royal 
Highness, provided his dévotion be sincère. 

Madame de Caylus cannot be too oflen with 
you» any more tlian the Duchess de Noailles, 
and, if you vex me. Madame de Villette ; never 
expect any quarter from me on this subject, 
though you should accuse me of tyrannizing 
over you. If they were capable of possessing 
the faults, wbich you say render women insup* 
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portable, who would prevent you from correctîng 
them ? Make use of the power you hâve over the 
parties in question, and exercise your empire with 
rigour, until you shall hâve induced them to hold 
snuff in abhorrence, and only to eat what is suffi- 
cient for nature, and not to live to eat ; always 
to hâve a bodice ; never to lean or loll before those 
towards whom they owe respect ; to rise at eight 
in the moming, and retire at eleven at night; 
having nothing extravagant in their dress ; to be 
polite with everybody ; and only retaining their 
vulgarity, in order to tell you without aflfectation 
how sincerely they love you. Would you de- 
prive them of your présence, if they were 
such as I represent them ? and how could you 
live without them, if they are strangers, as I be- 
lieve they are, to the greatest part of thèse im- 
perfections. 

You draw a picture of the way in which you 
like women; I hâve shown it to the Queen, and 
her Majesty agrces with me that you hâve drawn 
your own, without being aware of it. I expect 
from your candour an avowal that you recognise 
yourself in the sketch ; we shall see, Madam, 
whether I hâve not too good an opinion of you, 
by the manner in which you will reply to this 
matter. 

The ambassador is to write to the* King by 
this post, for the purpose of ascertaining his sen- 
timents on two points, which appcar to us of im- 
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portance. The first is conceming what regards 
the Princes of the blood in France, who are pre* 
sent at the accouchement of the Queens, and who 
hâve the same interest m that of the Queen of 
Spain. It is M. Hersan, who has doubtless the 
honour of being known to you, that has made 
tfiis remark ; and who thinks it will be necessary 
to give them notice of the event, in order that it 
may not be said in future times, that this fidrma* 
lity has been neglected, as it might otherwise 
give rise to wars among the descendants of our 
Kings. M. Amelotwill enter more fully into 
this subject than I do. The second point relates 
to the embarrassment we feel as to the best mode 
of proceeding with regard to the Spaniards, when 
the Queen is confined. It has not been hitherto 
the custom for any person to enter the room, ex- 
cept those whose assistance is required ; neither 
the grandees nor their wives hâve any privilège of 
being présent ; yet, in our actual situation, when 
our enemies will circulate a report that the child 
is surreptitious, as evil disposed persons already 
say in Madrid, I do not know whether it would 
not be better to summon the principal officers of 
their Majesties household, together with their 
wives, the Cardinal, Inquisitor-General, and the 
Présidents of ail the Gouncils, of whom several are 
grandees, in order that they may be witnesses. 
This précaution, though new, and which our ene« 
mies will notfailto interpretto their own ad vantage» 
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is nevertheless, in my opinion, better for us than 
for them. It is true, that it bas never been done 
while the bouse of Austria reigned ; but the change 
of succession seems to authorise this innovation ; 
and in conclusion, if the Queen is delivered alone, 
thcre wiU be more room for saying the child 
is surreptitious, than if there were a number 
of important personages présent. We wait, 
therefore, for what it shall please the King to 
décide. It only remains for me to ask pardon for 
^having writtcn to you about so many things : you 
would not bave time to read them if you were any 
whcre but in your solitude of Saint Cyr, where 
I cnvy the honour and pleasurc of your pré- 
sence to those who inhabit that agreeable and 
sacred spot. 

P. S. M. Amelot bas made an observation with 

regard to what I had the honour of mentioning 

to you, relative to my thinking it prudent to hâve 

some persons of rank in the Queen's chamber 

during her accguchement : it appears to be very 

just, and 1 think with him, that, as the Dukes of 

Berry and Orléans will succeed, and are, thank 

God, fuU of heaith, the précaution of which lie 

Txwd myself bave spoken of having witnesses, is 

not perhaps so very necessary, except any mis- 

furtune happens to the King, and that the Arch- 

duke, being very popular in this country, bis 

créatures might not profit by such an occasion to 

try and place the crown on bis head. It is difti- 
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cuit to believe thaï such disastera can.occiirt and 
to reason on a matter of this nature; but as 
death oflen takes place when it is least expected, 
it is the part of wisdom to foresee ail the accidents 
which might happen. The King will, however, 
be able to décide better than any one else, as to 
the conduct we ought to observe in this affuir, as 
in ail others. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 



TO THK SAME. 



Boen Retiro» Jafy Sri, 1707. 

From the last post not having brought me any 
ietter from you, Madam, I had no doubt of their 
having been given to the ambassador^s courier, 
who arrived this moming ; he delivered me that 
which you did me the honour of addressing to 
me on the 18th of June, andto which I shall reply 
before going to Atocha with their Gatholic Ma« 
jesties» who wished to pay their dévotions to the 
Virgin> previous to their retiirning to the palace at 
Madrid, where the Queen is to hâve her confine- 
ment. M. Clément is very uncertain when this 
will take place, but he thinks it will be about the 
beginning of next month. 



C4 UTTSRS OP THB 

I know but too weU that the King bas not to 
many gênerais as be requires: this is not a 
trifling misfortune. Tbe Duke d'Harcourt must 
tbink bis bealtb very bad, since be remains idle, 
at a time wben be could be so usefuUy employed ; 
I bowever, tbink bim too bonest a man to doubt 
tbat tbis is the only reason wbicb prevents bim 
from ofTering bimself to bis Majesty, for wbatever 
appointment be may be tbougbt wortby. Tbe 
courtiers, wbo do not always render justice, will 
not perbaps judge witb tbe same equity as I do. 

Tbe Queen bas received a letter from ber mo- 
tber, sent througb the Ducbess of Burgundy^ and 
wbicb neitber speaks ill or well of the health of 
bis Royal Highness. The design of raising the 
huguenots would not very well accord witb bis 
dévotion, as you justly observe. If M. de Ven- 
dôme can force the enemy to decamp first, as he 
says he will do, this will be a grand blow. 

It is very probable that the Marsbal de Villars, 
by rendering the German Princes more terrified 
than ever, will oblige the Emperor and them to 
withdraw their troops from Italy, and that the 
Duke of Savoy, finding bimself wcakened thereby, 
will no longer be in a state to gratify bis wish 
of entering France. In the state she is, the 
Queen will not go into regular mourning for Ma- 
dame de Nemours, she will merely put on a 
coarser dress and some black riboons, which she 
is not in the habit of wearing. This death, Ma- 
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dam^.would create a number of animositmi at 
your court, and thèse were not wanted. It ap* 
pears .to me to be a shocking thing to pass our 
lives in hating each other. 

The Prince de Vaudemont is right in finding 
Marly delicious ; if it were not so much se, as it 
is in itself, those who go there are enchanted by 
the hospitality and politeness with which the 
King receives them. The Prince seems highly 
gratified by the generosity of our two Kings ; he 
never ceases to speak of it in his letters. I con- 
fess to you, Madam, that I was very glad to see 
the obliging manner with which their Càtholic 
Majesties granted him the pension of thirty thou- 
sand crowns, when the ambassador informed 
them that the King advised them to do it, for I 
hke to see great Princes animated by senti- 
ments which are worthy of them. 

It appears, then, that the Duchess of Burgundy 
is delighted vrith the whimsical adventures which 
hâve occurred to M. Clément and Madame de la 
Salle? Whenthis nurse returns as well instructed 
as I shall take care she will be, I am much de- 
ceived if she does not give her grâce an idea of 
certain things in this country, which will make 
her laugh more than once : I do not know, how- 
ever, whether I am altogether right in interesting 
myself so much as I do for tlie Princess, who 
does ail she can to kill herself : is it not likely, 
Madam, that she bas taken it into her head to 

VOL. m. p 
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go into the other world» in order to ascertain 
whether everything that passes hère is knoiTvn 
there ? I scarcely know what to tbink of it : but 
it is certain that if I could be a witness of the con- 
tempt in >vhich she holds her health^ and of the 
chagrin she suffers when ill| which makes her see 
everything in so gloomy a light, she would turn 
the few brains I havei and kill me by degrees. 

I am truly afflicted at their takin^; away any 
troops from the Duke de Noailles^ who had so few 
alrcady, and who does not fail to do so much 
wîth them ; but I am, however, of your opinion, 
that the most important points must be at- 
tended to. 

You hâve seen, Madam, by what I had the 
honour of telling you, the little importance I 
attachcd to the subject which induced M. Ame- 
lot to dispatch hîs courier, calculating but little 
on the person who made the propositions; al- 
though their Majesties did not think more favour- 
ably of them, it was nevertheless considered that 
they ought not to be absolutely despised. 

I figured tomyself the astonishment of Madame 
de la Motte, when the Duchess of Alba told her 
that the Prince of Asturias would be handsomer 
than the Duke of Brittany ; and it is easier to con- 
ceive the impressive expression of her counte* 
nance, than to describe her conversation. The 
King of Spain honours her with his letters as 
oflen as he can, thinking that thèse marks of 
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hb fiiendship mity be capable of prolpug^g her 
days. His Catholic Majesty asks of *th6 King 
bow he is to conduct himself towards the Duke 
of Savoy, when tbe Queen bas been brougbt to 
bed. Hâve the goodness, also, Madam, to say» 
how I am to act on my aide/ and whether it wiU 
not be BufBcient for me to inform the Royal Duch- 
ess of the state of the Queen's health. I bave 
bad the honour of writing to them occaiionally» 
fiince her Majesty's pregnancy, to give an account 
of its progress. 

I hâve seen Trianon in ail seasons ; I often 
went to walk there while I was at Versailles» 
early in thei morning and afler dinner ; I inbaled 
its perfumes, and admired ail the beauties of the 
palace and the gardens with infinité pleasure ; it is 
certainly an enchanting spot ; and yet, Madam» 
you would prefcr a cave to it, in order to obtain 
peace ; but do you not know, tliat if you wcre in 
one for any time, no matter how short, you would 
be dead before you could hear the news. If you 
will listen to me, therefore, express no more 
wishes of this kind ; look at ail that is charming 
in that delightful retreat, and hope that you will 
see the war terminale honourably. Whatever 
favourable change there may be in Spain, there 
still remains enough of painful and alarming things 
to induce me to throw myself out of the window, 
if I were not a Christian, or of a disposition to 
couvert everything into a source of borror. Would 

F 2 
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to Go^; that you were the same ! For you would 
be the happier from it ; and I hâve nothing so 
much at heart as to see you exempt from yôur 
agitations^ your happiness being as dear to me as 
my own. 



LETTER XC. 

TO THE SAME. * 

Madrid, July 7th, 1707. 

You are perfectly right, Madam, not to be fond 
of giving your lettèrs to those gentlemen who 
hâve other matters to attend to, except being the 
bearer of them ; for they make rounds ^vhich 
prevent me from recelving them as soon as I 
should by the ordinary couriers, or those which 
arc despatchcd directly to Madrid. 

M. de Villars, by holding a high tone in Ger- 
many, and continually advancing, makes the whole 
country tremble. I could wish, Madam, that he 
went still further, for there is but little appear- 
ance that the Princes whom he approaches will 
retire ; and if they did, this gênerai might act as 
he pleased in their own territories, as well as 
finding supplies both in their towns, palaces, and 
the covntry, it being impossible for tVvem lo cskw^ 
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off ail they possess. You will see, Mad&m»' that 
if the Marshal continues his conquesU» ail 
those sovereigns will be obliged to recall their 
troops. Every body speaks of the little concert 
there is between the English and Dutch, and I 
hâve seen by some letters from M. de Vendôme» 
that he is not afraid of being attacked, and that 
he expects the enemy will be found to decamp 
before him, for want of forage ; so that it seems to 
me you are quite right in fearing more from the 
side of Savoy» than that of Flanders or Germany . I 
hâve already had the honour of informing you, 
that people do not like to see an officer who 
commands an army, somuch afraid of his enemy: 
when this is the case, it is difficult for the soldiery 
to hope for victory, and I hâve heard it said, tliat 
confidence in the gênerai tends not only to ani- 
mate them, but redouble their valour. Why has 
Marshal de Tessé, who is brave, understands war, 
and is susceptible of honour, taken it into his head 
that the Duke of Savoy will enter France? I 
confess to you that this givcs me much pain. 

The Queen has received a letter to-day, inform- 
ing her that the Duke of Savoy is cured of his 
fever, that the paroxysms were so mild that he 
got over them without being confined to his bed« 
and that nothing remains but a little debility: 
ail the remainder of the letter seems to be very 
cheerful. This does not accord very well with; 
the n6W8 which reaches us from every quarter. 
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statitig thJBit his Royal Highness is extremely ill ; ' 
I do not pay too much attention to what his wife 
or mother says on Uns subject, since they would 
never risk the experiment of communicating a 
pièce of news, either in France or Spain, which 
ivas likely to become dangerous. Grant that 
heaven may be pleased to touch the hcart of this 
Prince t 

Their Majesties hâve retumed hère amîdst the 
acclamations of the people. The Queen was much 
pleased vrith her apairtmènts, which are very cool ; 
I showed thcm to M. Clément and Madame de 
la Salle this moming, and they did not appear 
dissatisfied with the pains I bad taktcn» as wrell 
as the room destined to be the birlh place 
of 
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TO THE SABIR. 

Madrid, JuIylSih, 1707. 

You will hear but little news from me to-day, 
Madam, because I received none of your letters 
by the last courîer, and that there îs nothîng new 
hère ; we are waiting to hear of the c^çlwi^ ^^ 



PRiNcsts b£8 uasivs. 71 

: the siège goes on more dowly than I 
could wish ; it is the Chevalier d'Asfeld to whom 
the Marshal de Benvick has eDtrusted this service. 
The contributions which hâve been levied in the 
kingdoms of Valencia and Arragon are not paid, 
or at least, to a very small extent. The Duke of 
Orléans could not attack Lerida» because the. 
artillery which he h ad bcen promised from France 
has not arrived ; thus it happens, that the part 
performed by his Royal Ilighness, is not such as 
could be Avishedy either for himself or the King of 
Spain. 

It was expected in this country, that after a 
great battle had been gained, time would not 
hâve been given to the enemy to breathe : yet, to 
spcak with my usual sinccrityi I must tell you, 
that ail this gocs ou too sloNvly. I fear his Royal 
Highness is in despair, and that he secs but too 
clearly, that his evil fortune follows him every- 
where. I am inclined to believe he has resolved 
to roake himself master of Tortosa, which is a 
point of considérable importance, though it is less 
80 than Lerida ; but this cnterprise cannot be 
attempted, before that against Lerida is completed^ 
because the artillery employcd against the last 
named place, is wanted. You see, Madam, I am 
not too well satisfied ; my bad humour does not» 
however, go so far as to deprive me of the hopes 
that our affairs may assume a more favourable 
^pect in a short time. 
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Thé Marshal de Villars continues to conduct 
those of the King wonderfuUy well» striking 
greater terror înto the heart of Germany every 
day, and drawing large sums for the supply of 
the army undcr his command, without mentionîng 
what hc is said to hâve sent to M. de Chamillard. 
I should like to hâve been présent when this 
ininister received it» in order to witness his satis- 
faction on the occasion. I yesterday heard» 
through a person who has a correspondence with 
Italy, that it is true the Duke of Savoy had a fit 
of the vapeurs, which continued nine or ten hours ; 
that the Prince thought himself very ill, and that ' 
the Duchesses Royal were in great alarm ; this 
fit has left him in a state of great exhaustion, 
although it is said some circumstances relative 
to the health of the Emperor hâve been commu- 
nicated to the ambassador, which if true, would 
be of no trifling importance ; I hâve no doubt of 
his giving an account of them to the King, or that 
the same persons who hâve written to him, hâve 
also addressed M. de Torcy on the subject. 

When you intend to be bled, Madam, I entreat 
you will conceal it from me, for I am convinced 
nothing shortens life so much, whatever M. 
Fagon may say, and I am as anxious for the 
préservation of yours as my own. This is not a 
mère form of words ; for I assure you, Madam, 
that I am not more affected by what regards 
myself, than I am in ail that concems you. 
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Madrid, Jidy SSth, 1707. 

The great beat which prevails hère, Madam, in- 
commodes theQueen very much, in preventinçher 
from sleeping at night ; but she tries to remedy this 
by resting a few hours in the mornings and after- 
noons : her looks are not the worse, nor M. Clément 
less tranquil, for he says it is very common for 
pregnant women not to slcep well during the two 
last months, and he suspects her Majesty is in her 
ninth. According to ail appearances, the Duke 
of Orléans may be hère by the time of the accouche- 
ment, if he wishes it, as his Royal Highness and 
Marshal de Berwick is going to place the army in 
quarters of refreshment, because it wants repose. 
This does not, however, arise from the fatigues it bas 
undergone in sièges or othcr warlike exploits, 
having scarcely done any thing since its arrivai in 
Arragon, of which you are no doubt aware, Madam ; 
but it is the beat of the season and want of forage 
which bas exhausted the troops. The ambassador, 
doubtless, gives an account of everything to the 
King, and you will allow me to avoid the pain of 
entering . into détails which do not belong to my 
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department. I shall hâve the honour of xnerely 
telling you, that I am greatly afflicted to see a 
Prince, who has the honour of being nephew to the 
King, full of valeur and ambition, unable to satisfy 
them, and that his Royal Highness has not hitherto 

• 

made the figure which he ought to hâve done on . 
several accounts. The Chevalier d*Asfeld thought 
himself compelled to raise the siège of Dénia, of 
which I had long ëntertained a bad opinion from 
its protracted state. This undcrtaking has been 
attended with inconceivable misfortune, as well as 
others, for which, I should, however, be consoled, 
îf rébellion were put down in the kîngdoms of 
Valencia and Arragon, and they were made to pay 
the contributionii imposed upon them, bccause they 
would then be rendered incapable of doing us 
future mischief, and we should rcceive a présent 
benefit. Marshal de Villars ought, on this oc^ 
casion, to be an example for us to foUow. You see 
that my natural cheerfulness does not preveiit me 
from secing our misfortuncs, but at the same timo 
1 do not anticipate future calamitics. We must en- 
deavour to prevent them, by adopting better 
xneasures than heretofore. 

We are informed that the succours destined for 
Italy will corne to Catalonia, which does not alarm 
me at ail, provided the most prudent and boldest 
ineasures are adopted. I will even go so far as to 
say, that it is perhaps better to take this résolu- 
tion, than that of penetrating into Dauphiny or 
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Provence» because it vrill leave Manhal de Teasé 
more at his ease, and better able to make a stand 
against the Duke of Savoy. With respect to the 
reports about bis bad heaith, it is very improbable» 
from what you write to me, since you say he is 
going to take the field. M. Amelot read to their 
Majesties and myselC the King's. answer to him, 
respecting the pcrsons who should wait upon the 
Queen, at the moment of her confinement. I am 
always exceedingly happy, when his Majesty ap- 
proves of my suggestions, and the more so, since he 
is pleased to do me the honour of consenting to the 
Duchess of Burgundy appointing me her proxy, 
conjointly with the Duke of Orléans, to assist at 
the baptism of the expected infant. I accept this 
honourable office with ail imaginable joy and 
respect. Their Catholic Majesties, immediately 
on receiving the letter from the King, their grand- 
father, on this subject,hastened loudly to announce 
this agreeable news, which caused me to receive 
the customary court compliments, as the usual 
tribute paid to persons who hâve the honour of 
occupying high stations near the royal family. 
I hâve not, however, presumed to take the liberty 
of making my most humble acknowledgments to 
the King for the honour thus conferred, nor to 
the Duchess of Burgundy, as I thought it better to 
wait till I heard from them. You wiU hâve the 
goodness, on this occasion, to do what is requisite» 
for I always fear being déficient in the customary 
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étiquette ; ànd I hâve only tbis satisfaction, that 
I would not knowingly be guilty of any want of 
respect As for you, Madam, you must be per- 
fectly sensible how you bave won my affections^ 
•which will only terminale with existence. 



LETTER XCIII. 



TO TUE SAME. 



Madrid, July Slst, 1707. 

I HAVE scarceiy anything to say in reply to 
your last Ictter, dated from Sainf Cyr, the 17th 
instant, in Nvhich you do me the honour of men- 
tioning the uneasincss of the Duchess of Bur- 
gundy, in conséquence of the illness of one of her 
brothers. The Duchess Royal has wrote to the 
Qucen, to say that she thought it was tlie small- 
pox and that r>ome livid spots had appeared since 
the abatement of the fever. It is very distress- 
îng, that our Princess and bis Majesty should 
suffer in so many ways, owing to the natural 
goodncKs of thcir hearts as to family occurrences, 
and whcn thcir fatlicr adopts cvcry modo of 
making them still more unhappy. Indeed, 
Madam, there is nothing more painful, and those 
who bave the honour of being attached lo l\\^\xv. 
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will bo very difficult for bis Royal Highoess to 
succeed in his intention» and that if Marshal 
de Tessé advances in time» he may prevent it, 
and destroy the Duke . of Savoy*8 aimy. The 
example of Charles V. who lost his army there, 
bas not operated as a waming to tbis Princet 
but God sometimes makes people repent of their 
temerity. I must, bowever, confess to you, tbat 
on this occasion I am not more sanguine tlian 
yourself, and that I shall feel great unëasiness 
till I see the resuit of the enterprize. It is 
not of late that I know the King is above 
mean revenge ; the greatness of bis mind soani 
above such things. The King of Spain cannot 
fail to follow his advice, and be will impart the 
news of the Queen's confinement to the Duke of 
Savoy. I shall bave the honour of writing an 
account of her health to the Royal Duchesses, wbo 
will doubtless expect il with impatience, for 
they appear to me to bave a great affection for 
their Majesties, and I am persuaded they would, 
instead of war, wish for the best understanding. 

It is very astonishing that the German Princes 
should suffer themselves to be ruined by Marshal 
Villars, and not withdraw their troops from tbe 
league, which certainly shows great impolicy on 
their part, and already évinces the violent animosity 
which it entertains against the two crowns. Tbis 
ought to strengthen their union still . more ; but 
tbat will dépend upon the principal actors, who 
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ought only to hâve in view the glory of their 
sovereiga which appears to me no easy task. 

It is a long time since I mèntioned the King of 
Spain to you, because I had nothing new to com- 
municate ; he continues to act well, is very atten- 
tive to business, and is much alive to the misfor- 
tunes of France as well as his own kingdom. I 
perceive, moreover, that he is hurt when he sees 
certain things donc without his orders» or those 
which he gives are not executed agreeable to his 
wishes» and not at ail forgiving the want of respect 
due to him. This Prince and the Queen certainly 
merit a happier fate than what they hâve hitherto 
experienced, and that the King, their grandfalher, 
should uphold them in the station in which he 
has placed them. If it be possible that there 
are peoplc who think otherwisc, it appears to me 
that their hcarts are as bad as their reasonings 
arc false, for, Aladam, ,the loss of Spain would be 
the min of France. 

It must hâve been very stupid or malicious to 
carry the news to the lady of Marshal de La 
Motte, that the Duke de Berri was attacked witk 
apoplexy, when there was no truth in it ; and I 
should be very sorry to know who the person was, 
hccause I should hâve a very bad opinion of him 
or her. It were to be wished that the Duchcss 
of Burgundy and this Prince, were not so careless 
about their health. The accident which has hap. 
poned to the Duchess de Nevers is very strange. 
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and it would hâve been difficult for her to avoid 
8uch an incident: it niust hâve intemipted the 
festivities of her daughter^s marriage with the 
Duke d'Estrées. I am not at ail surprised that 
the Cardinal forgot the notary, since, it is not the' 
first of his absent fits. A few days ago, a report 
was circulated that the Queen was brought to bed 
of a prince, which caused so much joy, that the 
streets were filled with people running like mad- 
men, and the square of the palace was filled in a 
moment. Her Majesty was obliged to appear in 
the balcony, to undeceive thèse good folks, who, 
notwithstanding the sight of her pregnancy, did 
not fail to call down blessings on the mother and 
child. When we shall hâve the happiness of 
realizing this event, I expect that it will diffuse 
gênerai joy. Ilitherto, the Queen bas not had the 
least pain, which makes M. Clément very uncer« 
tain as to the time of her confinement. It appears 
to me, that at the présent period, the news of the 
birth of a prince would be more necessary than 
ever; it would be a source of comfort for the 
King and for you, who hâve so much need of it, 
thèse are the reasons that make me dcsire it still 
more, being interested as I am in every thing which 
affects you. 
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LETTER XCV, 



TO THB SAME. 



Madrid, Augast Slst, 1707. 

If I hare compl&ined that the Duke of Orléans 
has not obtaîned at the proper time the materîals 
requisite for undertaking the siège of Lerida,. it is 
because his Koyal Highness had depended upon 
the prombes which were given him, and the non* 
performance of which prevented him from adopt- 
ing other measures. I am more reconciled as to 
the detachment of troops which hâve been asked 
of him, and 'which are already on their march for 
Provence, knowing perfectly well that the most 
important object for France and Spain, is to pre- 
vent the Duke of Savoy from obtaining a footing 
in that quarter, and obliging him, as soon as pos- 
sible, to desist from his enterprize. It appears 
by the news from Toulon, that every préparation 
was made for a \âgorous defence. Whilst writing 
this letter, I hâve received one from Marshal 
de Berwick, by an extraordinary courier, inform- 
ing me that the King has ordered him to go 
into Provence as specdily as possible, and to 
embark for that object. He likewise désires me 
to say to the Qucen, how sorry he is that he cannot 
pay his respects to hcr before his departure ; but 
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that he will retum during the ensuing winter. 
This is a great pièce of news, however. Some days 
ago, it was rcported very currently in* Madrid, 
that the above général was going to whcre the 
King had ordered him ; but wc could scarcely 
believc it, because it was not announced from the 
court. The Duke of Orléans is now completely 
at liberty to act according to his own judgmcnt, 
if it be true that his Royal Highness and M. de 
Berwick were not upon good terms., I cannot 
deny to you, but that it has been intimated in 
this country that this was the case, and I know 
not whether the report originales from their 
dépendants, or whether there be any particular 
cause of strife, arising from émulation of glory 
between them. However it may be, neither 
knowing precisely the cause, nor the fact, I ^ 
could not be induced to write to you about it, not 
doubting but it would hâve given you pain, and, 
moreover, caused you fresh embarrassment, for 1 
look upon it, as so great a misfortune for sove* 
reigns, that those who command, are not upon jel 
better understanding, and I am so out of humour 
with persons who step in the way to magnify 
difficulties, in order to throw everythinginto confu- 
sion, that I almost banish as a wicked idea the sus- 
picions that I migbt otherwise entertain. I cannot 
say that M. de Nancrè has anything to do with the 
asserted misunderstanding between this Prince 
and the Marshal, at least his conversation would 

o2 
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induce one to believe quite the reverse ; it woukl 
likewise be agamst his own interest ; and as he 
possesses good sensé» there is no probability of 
what is said of him in this respect being true. 
The ambassador» to wbom I spoke about it ycs- 
tcrday, and wholias fréquent interviews withhim, 
as he résides at his house, thinks as I do upon 
the subject. I hâve only known this Marquis 
since his coming to S pain, and therefore cannot 
form a correct opinion ; besides, people more able 
than myself are often deceived in their opinions. 

The Princess de Vaudemont is too good to 
value herself on account of the services I may 
hâve rendered her and her husband with his Ma- 
jesty. My principal object was the service of the 
two kings, T knew very well that the number of 
enemies which the Prince has in the court hère, 
only originated from the envyof his merit, and. 
the station Svhîch hc occupies. This I pcrccivcd 
since we wcre at Barcclona, and poor Marshal de 
Marsin, who did justice to the Prince de Vaude- 
mont, had spoken of it several times to me. I 
^hall continue most ccrtainly to cultivate the 
friendship of the husband and wife, although it 
shpuld only be from the novelty of finding the 
Icast mark of gratitude, as such sentiments are 
quite new to me in this country, for I protest to 
you, I hâve experienced frequently that the 
generalîty of the persons whom I hâve 
obliged, and who came to thank me, were no 
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sooner out of my sight, than ihey bçgan to com« 
plain of me. This is not much calculated to 
give me a relish for interesting myself in behalf of 
others. I think you are no stranger to affaira of 
this nature, and we hâve only to continue pursuing 
a straight-forward course, ader deploring the frail- 
ties of human nature. The Queen's time will 
probably be up at the end of the month, at which 
I am glad, because she , will not be inconveni- 
enced by the présent excessive beat of the 
weather. Out of fideen nurses which I sent for» 
notwitbstanding my being opposed, because of 
their number and expence, we hâve now only two 
upon whom M. Clément dépends ; the fever hav* 
ing attacked a third, who was one of the best, and 
the others possess what is not necèssary to con- 
stitute good nurses, which is very lamentable. I 
hope, however, that the two which I hâve jus^ 
mcntioncd, will kccp upon thcir legs, and that 
those who arc not coniincd will serve* as a reserve. 
In short, Madam, Clément confesses, that he 
should never hâve contemplated so many obstacles 
in this country in finding what is requisite. Let 
us beat the Duke of Savoy, ail will go on well 
again, and also your health, which I really wish 
to be as good as my own, my affection for, and 
gratitude to you being incxpressible. 

P.S. I receive letters very often from Madame 
de Caylus» fiUed with good sensé, good breeding, 
and such feelings as she ought to possess towards 
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yott. She informa me of her proceedings at 
Marly» and admires the King for his equanimity» 
and his gracious and polished mannerSi in the 
midstofso much embarrassment ; she also relates 
vronders of the Duchess of Burgundy, and it ap« 
pears to me she has a great affection for her. I 
read with great satisfaction everything she is 
pleased to vrrite to me ; but I do not give her a 
Une in retum, wishing to sce whether my indlffcr* 
once will not disgust her, and wiiethcr she is as 
constant a fricnd asshcis an agrccablc correspon- 
dent. I entreat you to kecp this a secret, and 
Ici her act as she thinks proper. The Marquis de 
Caylus, her brothcr-in-law, isavcry worthy charac- 
ter,wilh whom his Catholic Majesty is cxtrcmely 
^vell satisficd. Ile is about quitting Madrid, to 
join his Koyal Iliglmess in Arrajjon, and I could 
^vish tliat ail llic youlh wlio inay havc tlic honour 
of paying thcir court to hiin wcrc as prudent as 
lie is. 



LETTER XCVI. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid,— The Festival of Saint Louis, 1707. 

, At length, Madam, ail my prophecies are fui 
filled, we hâve the most beautiful Prince uç 
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eartht and the Queen is doing well» though thê 
suffered much pain previout 'to her confinement* 
It was a gênerai remark that Qod had made us 
this présent on the day of Saint Loubê I can 
say nothing more to you by this first courier. I 
do myself the honour of writmg to the King and 
to the Duchess of Burgundy» but hâve not timé 
for any more ; I therefore bëg you to make my ex« 
cuses to the Royal Family, which will easily con* 
ceive how I am occupicd at the présent moment» 
and our cagemcss to impart to it this agrceable 
news. I embrace you, Madam, a thousand timesi^ 
and wish you as happy for many years as I am 
this day. 

P.S. I entreat you to remember on this occa- 
sion the faveur I begged of you for the Marquis 
de Brancas. 



LETTER XCVII. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, September 4di, 1707» 

The last letter which you did me the honour of 
writing to me, Madam, by the ordinary post» 
would hâve very much afflicted me, had you not 
taken care to désire the Duchess of Burgundy to 
obaene to the Queen» that your letter was datedbft* 
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fore the good news which arrived from Provence, 
for you seemed very much to fear lest.affairs went 
iH in that quarter. As to Flanders, and Ger* 
many» although the enemy is in présence of our 
armies, it docs net appcar to me that there is the 
same fear of their doing us any more mischief ; 
and I must confess to you, that almost the whole 
of my attention is occupied by Provence. If the 
Duke of Savoy loses as many men there as we are 
informed he does by désertion and sickness, and 
that Marshal de Tessé daily receivcs reinforce- 
mentSi itappears as impossible that his RoyalHigh- 
ncss should not be under thenecessity of retreating, 
and that in so doing he may be attacked ; for it is not 
enough to compel this Prince simply to w ithdraw, 
it would be désirable to destroy his army, to make 
kim and his allies entirely abandon the hope of 
ruining France and conquering Spain. You may 
rcply, perhaps, that it is easier to désire this, than 
put it into exécution ; but if it be true that we are 
superior in numbers, that the enemy expériences 
a scarcity of provisions, that he has been baffled 
before Toulon, it is probable that the Duke of 
Savoy will be much perplexed to regain Pied- 
mont. The military men we hâve hère, and who 
know the places by which his Royal Highness may 
pass, reckon that if the gênerais are on the alert, 
he will hâve cause to repent of having laid such 
bold plans ; however, we shall know how it will 
be in time. 
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The Queen, Madam^ and our Prince of Attarlas, 
are daily becoming more healthy and beautifuK 
M. Clément, who says he has now nothing more 
to dO| in seeing them so well» leaves us next 
Wednesday, satisfied» it appears to me, with 
their Majesties. It is impossible to be more so 
than we are with him ; he is a worthy, honorable, 
skilful, modest, and polite man, fuU of zeal for 
our masters and mistresses, and in short, Mietdam, 
such as you hâve described him to me. I hope 
that we shall see him again, and that the Queen 
and the Duchcss of Burgundy will, by àdopting 
the propcr measurcs, be ablc to scnd him to 
each other, so that he can attend them both. 
The nurse continues better ; she appears humble, 
docile, and cheerful, and if she continues to be, 
as we think she is, she is admirable ; ail the 
lords regularly come to inquire afler the health 
of the Queen and Prince, the latter of whom, 
I continue to show to the people before sun-set, 
there being no twilight at Madrid : thèse poor 
people are delighted, and deserve this consolation, 
You were perfectly right in saying that the 
Duchess of Burgundy's nurse was acquainted 
with life, and very clever ; she has performed ail 
the duties of her station in so délicate a manner, 
that her Majesty scarcely perceived she was 
there. In addition to thèse good qualities, she 
has greatly amused the Queen, and sometimes 
made the King laugh by her facetious conver- 



90 LETTSR8 OF THE • 

sation. We shall keep her, with your permission, 
till the Queen is once more restored to her wonted 
health, in order to show the women who are 
intended to nurse the Prince, how they must 
perform that office so as to be able to do without 
her assistance. 

M. de Nancré left us this moming to join his 
Koyal Highness in Arragon, where I could wish 
there was more order, as well as inValencia, sothat 
more contributions might be levied than there 
are ; but this has been o wing to a misunderstanding, 
and not, I believe, from a want of good will among 
Ihe people. As the Duke of Orléans is by 
himself, and perfectiy his ovrn master, ail will 
dépend upon him, and it will redound to his 
crédit if he establishes good discipline in the 
two armies he commands, and sees that his com* 
missaries do their duty. The Duke of Berwick 
\vrote to me before his departure more obliging 
and friendly letters than ever, although it was 
said in Paris that we had quarrelied. Indced, it 
requires a good share of patience not to be pro- 
voked at so many ridiculous stories, and the 
injury it does to those who are in office ; nothing 
but our loyal and ardent attachment to our Kings 
can enable us to bear up against so many sources 
of uneasiness ; mine are, however, much alleviated 
by the assurances you do me the honour of 
making, that you regard me as a friend who is 
pcrfcctly dcvotcd to you. 
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I-ETTER XCVIII. 



TO THE 8AMC. 
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Madrid, Sept 12lh, 17d7. 

You did not expect what has happened, Madam, 
whenthe Duke of Savoy entered Provence, and you 
wrote to sày that Marshal de Tessé trembled lest 
he should be unable to compel the Duke to raise the 
siège of Toulon, and precipitately abandon ail hb 
enterprizes: the resuit is highly creditable to the 
Marshal, and renders a great service to the state. 
This good news must certainly hâve caused great 
rejoicing, and I candidly own to you, that I 
entertained fears for an army whose commander 
so much dreaded his enemy; 1 am, therefore, 
very agreeably surprised that his Royal Ilighness 
was obligcd to raise the siège. Besidos the 
great interest I take on several accounts in the 
welfare of France and Spain, I feel a pleasure on 
M. de Tessé's account, who, you know, is not an 
object of indifférence to me since the visit I 
received from him at Toulouse. We flatter our- 
selves that the Duke of Savoy will meet with 
other obstacles before he returns home, since he 
was followed up so closely, and there were troops 
in cvcry quartcr to intcrccpt him. What a plcas- 
wff cYcnt it would bc to makc him a prisoncr» 



02 . . LETTER8 OF THE 

and escort him to the Duchess of Burgondy! 
I am persuaded that at the sight of her and the 
King» hewould change his sentiments, and be 
sorry to entertain thôse which occupy his mind 
at présent ; and as a father, how could he resist 
the persuasions of so lovely a daughter as our 
great Princess, not to mention the insinuating 
manners of a King» who requires only to be 
known, to be respected and loved. The feelings 
of the Queen would also be highly gratified if 
Buch an event took place, and her heaith» as well 
as that of the infant, would be improved, for there 
never was one more calculated for life than the 
latter : he is, indeed, already fine company for 
her Majesty, and there is not a prettier sight 
than to see him in the arms of so lovely a mother. 
From what you tell me of the Duke of Brittany, 
I see clearly that a wagcr might bc laid on thèse 
two cousins ; but I am not quîte sure whether 
you and I shall agrée upon this point. I had the 
honour of writing a line on it to the Duchess of 
Burgundy, to whom I thought it my duty tp givo 
an account of the Queen and Prince of Asturias. 
Shouldmy letters hâve found her in gobd humour, 
she will doubtless say, from ail the insipid siily 
things I hâve put on paper, that joy has turned 
my brain ; but if, unfortunately, she should be in 
one of those gloomy and desponding fits which 
so often attack her, she will think my letters 
tiresome, as well as insipid and silly. How^ 
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it may be, I cannot help being cheerfol at 
présent 

The Duke of Orléans yesterday aent Count de 
Sassenage to compliment their Majésties upon 
the birth of the Prince, and lie brought me a very 
civil letter from his Royal Highness. Marshal 
de Berwick wrote to me also in a similar style, 
before his departure for Arragon, and our mutual 
good understanding has not experienced a mo- 
montas interruption. Their Majésties hâve just 
made him a handsome présent, at which I am 
much pleased. The ambassador and myself had 
the honour of suggesting it to them, and they 
acceded on our recommendation in a most 
gracions manner ; it is an estate in the kingdom 
of Valencia, yielding a tolerable large income, 
which has been made a duchy, with the title of 
grandee attàched to it ; this title will descend to 
the MarshaPs second son if he wishes it, and to 
his descendants for ever; it is called the duchy 
of Liria. You may judge from this circumstance, 
of the foundation for àll the mischievous and ill 
natured reports that hâve been circulated, the 
propagators of which are, however, oflen more 
easily believed than others ; nor are they usually 
more unacceptable for this propensity in courts. 
Happy are those who can pass a sweet and 
tranquil life in retirement by their own fire-side, 
which is a remark that this subject naturally sug* 
gests, The detachment from Arragon, which the 
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King had ordered into Provence, and which Lord 
Berwick brings us, vrill be a great reinforcement 
for the Duke of Orléans, and it would be a grand 
point if his Royal Highness could capture the 
places he wishes to attack : he was two hours too 
late in falling upon the enemy^s cavalry, which 
caused the failure of a well laid and well pro- 
jcctcd plan, had he had time for its complele 
exécution : he was not bom under a fortunate 
planet. I had the honour of writing to the 
Dukes of Berry and Burgundy since the Queen's 
confinement, and as it was conjectured that 
thcy were then on thcir way to Toulon, my Ictters 
were addressed to the Marshal de Tessé, which 
will, conscqucîHtly, retard thcir rcaching the 
Duke s hatids. I bcg you to inform thcm of the 
cause, for I could not wish thèse Princes to 
reproach me with a want of respect on the 
occasion of the Queen's happy confinement, which 
must hâve given them so much pleasure. I 
suppose you are now at Fontainebleau, where I 
wish you to enjoy yourself ; but as it appear;^ to 
me you hâve often been indisposed there, I should 
prefer hearing tliat your were in you room at 
Marly, notwithstanding ail your currcnts of air, for 
thcy arc insupportable at this season, cspecially 
if it is as hot in France as hère. I wish you 
better, Madam, than you wish yourselfé 

P. S. Contrary toherusual prudence, the Queen 
has given way to her feelings, by writing to the 
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Duchess of Burgundy and her mother ; and I 
hâve ju8t found her finishing her. two letters. 
This is the first fault I hâve remarked in her 
Majesty, which I had promised to infbrm yoa of. 



LETTER XCIX. 



TO THE 8AME« 

Bbdrid, September 18tb» 1707« 

YouR answer, Madam, respecting the Queen^s 
confinement» only came tohand yesterdayjnform* 
ing meof the rcjoicings at court in conséquence of 
the birthof tlie Prince of Asturiaa, which, although 
I had no doubt oî, has not failed to give me great 
pleasure» for I like you to take an interest in 
everything which concems their Majesties, who 
are not less your children than those whom you 
see every day. The Duke of Alba has given a 
very good account to his Catholic Majesty of the 
joy which he witnessed in alî thé royal family, 
by beginning with the King» and so on with the 
other branches; he does not omit one circùm* 
stance, at which the Quccn is very much affccted, 
and which is» that when he announced to the King 
that he was a grandfather, his Majesty immedi- 
ately inquired after t,he Queen's health ; and you 
cannot conçoive what an impression this question 
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commg firom the heart» made ùpon her mind. 
You are not the only person, Madam, who hâve 
{^ven me an account of the excessive joy of the 
Duke and Duchess of Alba, as several others hâve 
reached me of their conduet on this occasion, 
stating that they threw everythîng ont of the 
Windows, and did not think they could sufficiently 
testify their joy at so happy an event ; M. de 
Torcy has furnished me with a long account of 
it The affair of Provence is nearly finished, 
although there is no end to your anxiety ; at which 
I am not astonished, because you hâve for a long 
time told me that you never enjoycd any good 
fortune, without the fear of experiencing some 
reverse which may perhaps never happen. This 
is what may be called, without meaning to ofTend 
you, creating monsters, in order to fight them. 
That which I find the most formidable, is the 
want of money, which is, I confess, very scarce in 
Spain as well as in France, It is, however, said 
that it might be found, and that it would not be 
withheld, as it is, if public crédit were not abso- 
lutely extinct ; and M. de Chamillard's enemies, 
who are only too numerous in Paris and the armies, 
impute the blâme to him. I pity him much for 
having been obliged to manage the finances at a 
period when those of Crœsus would scarcely 
suffice. I think you much more accommodating 
than myself, being resolved to live with the mad, 
the ungrateful, and the wicked, of which you say 



PRfNCMS DES UBSfNS. 



courts ard full ; they bave almost beeome ii 
ferable to me, and I very often fecl an inclint 
to retire from ail intereburse \vith the work 
order to- avoid liaving any with such people, 
begin to fear becoming of an irritable disposi 
What, thon» is this rage wliich continues to 
pains to makc it bc bolicved that Marshal de 
wick and myself bave quarrelled, when not 
canbemore false? I hâve amindto scnd you, o 
thèse days» Ictters» which I receive from him, f 
civility and fricndship, in order that you ma^ 
thcm rcad to those pcrsons who tell you» w 
mystcrious air, that we cannot abide each o\ 
and if you added, the being as ignorant as 
are, with respect to what is passing in Spain^ 
will not be at ail curions in future for them t 
you news of this country,'though it might prol 
happen, that they would discontinue playing 
a game, and spare you the chagrin of appreher 
things which are disagreeable to you, for 1 
persuaded, from ail that you hâve written to 
that our divisions hcrc must hâve given you i 
siness. Lord Berwickhas written to me from I 
gossa, and assured me that hc shall be nea 
Duke of Orléans in a few days. 

I am impatient to know whether his I 
Highness is recovered from the fever, as itatU 
him very unseasonably, just as the.siege of L 
was about to commence, which I couid wisl 
captured, as it is a very strong and imp 
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place, and able to hold out for some time. Many 
peoplci who pique tliemselves upon a knowledge 
of military afifairs, thought tliat the siège of Tortosa 
should bave bcen begiui first ; the erent will show 
whether they were wrong or right. M.deNancré 
has then more interest than any onc, in wishing 
that his Prince may always adopt the best mea- 
surcs, since he will hâve to answer for what liîs 
mastcr docs ; which situation I do not envy hini, 
knowing tliat his Royal Ilighness has hithcrto 
been under the influence of an unlucky planet. 
I agrée that it is a high honour to be near the 
great, but it is dcarly purchascd, Madani, when 
they are bcloved as we love thcni, and when their 
interests make us forgct pur own. When the 
heart is affected, ail thèse solid rcasons vanish 
into air. I leavc my closet ahiiost disposed to 
throw myself out of the window at viewing 
such insupportable troubles ; I go into the Queen's 
chamber, where I often find the King in as great 
affliction as she is, and justly troubled about many 
things; I endeavour to dissipate their chagrin; 
by degreçs the conversation becomcs chcerful ; 
we laiigh and remark that wc must hope for the 
best, and I absolutely forget ail the past, Such 
is the conclusion of my letter, and as I hâve ex- 
plained it to you ; thcrefore, knowing from my 
own feelings that it is not impossible to subdue 
one's melancholy, it would be my duty to scold 
you most respectfuUy ; but since \ov\ \\?l\^ >ù^^\\ 



PRIXCESS.DEft URSIKS. 99 

three wceks without the fever, I prefer congrata- 
latingyou on it, to amusing myself with reproaches» 
when» perhaps, you are incorrigible. Ishallthere- 
fore to-day adopt a mild tone with you, but for 
which you will not perhaps be more obliged to me. 



LETTER C. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, SepCember SSili, 1707. 

You appear to me, M adam, a little less grieved 
in your last letter, than in those which you did 
me the honour of writing to me before the Duke 
of Savoy had retreated from Provence. God be 
praised for it ! you see that he sometimes gives 
us consolation when we most fear our misfortunes 
will thicken upon us, and that, therefore, it is 
better not to anticipate evils. Be pleased to excuse 
me for this slight reproof, and I will excuse you 
many other things, for you will not fail in gênerai 
to give me opportunilies. Sliould you persist in 
thinking that the name of Louis, which is given 
to the Prince of Asturias, willofFend thegood and 
loyal subjects of the King of Spain, ought not 
what I hâve suid to convincc you of the contrary. 
Were the joyful emotiotis with which the people 

n 2 
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called this Prince the object of their désires/ 
Luisillo, feigned when I showed him to thém 
from a balcony of the palace ? Did not their 
accompanying blessings upon their Majestics, 
suspadrcs, sus abuclos, comc from the hcart ? Why, 
thcn, start a difficulty, where none exists ? Those 
who hâve insinuated that this name would not 
please the nation, because it is., as you say> too 
frenchifiedy are as much the enemies of France, 
as they are of the Catholic Kiiig, and even the 
Spaniards themselves: they are real Austrians, 
as such ideas can only hâve been suggested by 
the direct or indirect partisans of the house of 
Austria. AU the evils we suffer originate from 
the admirai and some other grandees, makîng 
the cnemy belicve that the subjects of Philip 
Ihc Fifth would revolt on their approach, and if his 
Majesty had madc a sig\ial cxamplc of some onc, 
the Icaguc would soon havc bccn undcccived, for 
the more harm we give thcm to understand they 
can do, the bolder they become. Their temerity 
cannot be better repressed than by letting them 
know that they are not in the least formidable, and 
this is the only way to discrédit them in the opi- 
nion of the enemy. Any other steps will prove 
illusory. They flatter themselves with bcing able 
to apply to your court, and obtaining every kind 
of employ through the King's protection, which 
is indeed the case. They évince their gratitude 
for it only by propagating that their King is 
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nothing but a shadow of royalty/ and. that it is 
Louis XIV. who, in reality, govems this mo- 
narchy. Judge, Madani, what dependence can be 
placed on thèse gentlemen. 

Do for us, at Versailles, as we do for you ; for 
whatever may happcn to us, eithcr through the 
war or any other cause, we maintain at Madrid, 
tbat it is not your fault, and we contend for your 
infallibility much more than for that of the Pope, 
although we meet with people whom we find it 
difficult to undeceive in their préjudices. AU 
this long dissertation might be contained in a few 
words ; viz. only listen to us, and believe only us. 
This is what the King promised the ambassador 
and myself in your présence, and which you had 
the goodness of confirming to me should be done, 
for which I summons you on your word. 

I havc the honour of scnding you the answcr 
of M. Araclot, who was grcatly aifcctcd at the 
intcrcst which you bave takcn in his niisfortune ; 
he feels it sensibly but like a Christian. I hâve 
reprësented to him the extrême displeasure of M. 
de Tonnere, and the whole house, in order, if 
possible, to avert the ruin of an inexperienced 
youth, and who is, as he says, in despair, at having 
killed his best friend. I am not without hopes 
but he will reflect upon it, when he shall bave 
surmounted so reasonable and cruel a grief, for 
he possesses much good sensé and Christian feeU 
ing. 1 bave aiso had my share of the misfor* 
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tunes of this life, poor Count d'Egmont, having 
died some days ago» and he being the last of his 
family. His valour and probity caused him to 
be esteemed and loved. He received seven 
wounds at the battle of Ramillies, of which he 
was curcd with difficulty, and he died of sickness 
at Fraga» caused by having gone out wherever his 
duty called him, and being exposed to a burning 
sun. He loved me as a mother, and the Countess 
d'Egmont looks upon me in the same light. He 
thought he had no reason to be satisfied with the 
little respect that was paid to him in France, but 
his complaints did not divest him of that which 
he owed to the King ; therefore they do not 
prevent me from regretting him very much, and 
I sincerely pity his wife. It is too painful a task 
to speak to y ou of the dead, I will therefore talk 
of the living. The Duke of Orléans, v/ho honours 
me with many civilities, has been pleased to 
confide to me his wishes for procuring a kind of 
distinction for a ladv who has not been indiffèrent 
îo him, and who you will easily conçoive is Ma- 
demoiselle de Scri. His Royal Highness, finding 
himself very much embarrassed to accomplisFi 
his object, has imagined that the simple title of 
dame d'atour to ihe Queen of Spain, without 
any salary, would suit, becausc she would then 
drop the namc which she bears in his service, 
and of which it behoves in some measure the 
gcucrosity of this Prince to rid bct, b'^ ^^V.^a\v^ 
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her advanced to a little more honourable rank. 
He would tnuch wish to be under the obligation 
to you» of persuading the King not to disapprove 
bis views» for the consent of bis Majesty is suffi* 
cient to obtain this faveur from the King and 
Queen of Spain for M. d'Orléans, ^ho deserves 
much more considemble favours,and their Ma* 
jesties would be dclightëd to gratify him in this 
trifle : it would be attcndcd with no bad consé- 
quence whatever» but» on the contrary, there is 
not a Castillan but would praise them for it, 
and who would not do as much in the King*s 
place ; bcsides, Madam, thére is nothing new in 
this procecding, and, therefore, I flatter myself 
with a favourable answer on the subject, for 
which I shall bc very much obliged to you. 



LETTER CI. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, October Sd, 1707. 

I wisii this letter may find you in as good health 
at .Fontainebleau, as that which you enjoyed 
when you did me the honour of informing me of 
your arrivai there. The fogs from the waters 
and the woods in that place, are so much against 
the rheumatic pains which torment you» that I 
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always fear for you ; and but for them, I do not 
know whether I should nôt envy you the pleasure 
which 8uch a delightful spot ought in other re- 
spects toaflTord you. It is true, that I should en- 
joy its agreeable walks more than you can, because 
I am passionately fond of that exercise, especially 
in the forests, whose solitude much pleases me. 
I remember your writing to say that you made no 
great account of fine houses or fine gardens ; I 
differ from your taste, in that respect, for I like 
them very much, but I would not, however, wish 
to remain^ there long alone, for although there 
was ever so little good society, I should prefer this 
life to any other. Thus neither you nor I hâve 
what we could wish for. The Duchfiss of Burgundy 
îs thon quite overjoyed atriding on horseback! 
I think that the Princess of England is but little 
less at case than shc îs, not having yet left Saint 
Germaines ; for Fontainbleauis a fine introduction 
for a young person, since the court only goes 
there to amuse itself, and it is more crowded than 
at Versailles, where there is a perpétuai bustle in 
going and coming from Marly and Paris. Thèse 
two great Princesses ought, it appears to me, to 
agrée very well together, being two such lovely 
women. The tall form of the Englîsh Princess, 
and lier noble air, gave me pleasure w^hen I had 
the honour of seeing her at Saint Germain's. I 
told the Queen, her mother, that I doubtcd not, 
'when she was more grown, but her face would 
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become much handsomer, ftnd fuUer» and her eom« 
plexion dearer* I do not know whether it is the 
re^pectful attachment which I hâve entertained 
for this Princess 8o long, and the afiability with 
which she honours me, that makes me love her, or 
whether it is because I was beside her majesty's 
bed when she was bom, but it is certain that I 
am delighted when I hear her well spoken of ; 
I could wish to see her one day Duchess of Berrii 
and the King» her brotber, in sound health. Thaï 
of our little Prince is extremely good, and hir 
nurse gives great satisfaction ; nevertheless I eau 
not help trembling, when I reflect, that if she fi 
attacked by the fever, we should be obliged C 
change her for one of the three which we had kep» 
and who have.been lately confined; there is on^ 
one remaining, the two others having fallen sia 2 
There are so many sick people in Madrid that t9 
président of Castile told me the day before yest^ 
day, that the viatica had been carried in one paris 
only, to six thousand persons. If the same thii7| 
had happened in any other Spanish city, it wou/d 
hâve been deemed contagious, but they are so ifl«- 
fatuated at Madrid, that they make no account of 
ail sorts of misfortunes, provided they live hère. 
Nevertheless, judging of it in an unprejudiced 
manner, it is one of the most disagrccable places on 
earth ; the filth and effluvia being insupportable, 
cxposed almost continually to high winds, which 
blow with a piercing cold during the winter, or 



106 LETTEBS OF THE 

which cause pcrspiration in the summer» and the 
air gives rise to bec tic diseases, which carry off 
numbers. You will own that such a place of 
abode îs not enviable, to which must be added, 
that none of the necessary conveniences of life are 
to be found hère, and that the few we hâve, bring 
their weight in gold. As the Queen writcs to 
you herself about hcr own conccrns, I hâve no 
occasion to notice them. lier Majesty will re- 
çoive ail the ladics the day after to-morrow, and 
the foreign ministers will aflerwards pay their re- 
spects to her. Their Majesties will go to Atocha 
in public on Thursday, and everything is pre- 
paring for tins solemn cereniony, as well as pos- 
sible in the présent state of things : it has not 
taken place for the last forty-sîx years. We 
liavc dctaîned Madame de la Salle, that she might 
sce everything worth sceing hcrc, in ordor that 
«lïcmay givc a description of it to the Duclicss of 
liurgundy and yoursclf. I thiuk that shc is satis- 
ficd with their Majesties, and she dcserves the 
kiudnesses which they hâve shown her, having 
^vell discharged her duty, both to the Queen and 
IMuce ; and so has M. Clément. Ile will doubt- 
'ess hâve had the honour of sceing you before this 
lellerrcachcs Paris, and must hâve shown youapre- 
sent niade to him by Cardinal de Portocarera, 
>^liichwasdone inso handsomc a manner as greatly 
tocnhancc the obligation. The Cardinal often cornes 
to the palace, and 1 hâve for a long timedone my 
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utmoat to bring him hère, ta he b penuaded thii 
he 18 under some obligation to me for procurin 
the Countess of Panna*8 retum from exile, wit 
her hu'sband, both of whom were banished int 
Biscay. It is, indeed, so far true, that I had tfa 
honour of rcpresenting to the King, in pre3ence i 
the président of Castile, and the ambassador, tht 
I tliought it would be a means of laying the Cai 
dinal under still greater obligations, as being Û 
Count^s uncle, that the Countess should not be le 
in disgrâce, which the Président judged should I: 
the case, knowing as he did, the mischiéf she hc 
done by her dangcrous intrigues, and her bo 
and insidious conversations. . God grant his M 
jesty*s clemcncy may not produce fresh evi 
although it may hâve been very discreetly exe 
cised ! It docs not appcar up to the prcsent tiin 
that any of those whom his Majesty has pardoncc 
repent of theirdisloyalty» which is very cxtraoi 
dinary; however, we should be astonished a 
nothing, though we cannot help being so occa 
sionally. We expect evcry moment to hear a 
the capture of Ciudad Rodrigo, but as for Lerida 
that will bc protrac tcd, at which I am muci 
grieved. You are right in obscrving that th 
want of money is the greatest encmy we liav< 
The ambassador is but too wcU awarc of it, sine 
he has to pay ihc French and Spanish troop 
We are exposed to many embarrassments : 
hâve none to prevcnt me from thinking of ail tl 
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obligations, I am under to you, and which will 
last as long as I live. 

P.S. I hâve received a sensible letter from my 
lovely friend, breathing sentiments of affection for 
you : she informs me that she prolonged her stay 
vrith you as long as possible, before she retumed 
to Paris. I shall not be perfectly satisfied with 
you, till you own to me, that she is the prettiest 
voman, and one of the most désirable acquaint- 
ances you know. 



LETTER CIL 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, Octobcr lOth, 1707. 

Althougr I am well pleased with your letter 
of the 26th ultimo, from Fontainebleau, as it is 
longer and a little more cheerful than usual, I 
shall only answer it briefly to-day, because I 
hâve had several other engagements of a différent 
nature, and you hâve ordcrcd me to act as I feel 
disposed, or hâve time, with respect to you, whîch 
I do the more willingly, sincc I somctimes trcspass 
upon your patience by my long Icttcrs ; but I 
confess that it cases my mind to unbosom myself 
to you, and relievcs me from my fatigues, which 
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it would be very difficult to sustain withbut this 
source of consolation. You tell me that ît is 
now for us who are in Spain to be happy» and 
we endeavout* to be so, since the Marquis de Bay 
bas just captured Ciudad Rodrigo, wbich sur- 
rendered at discrétion, with a garrison of fifteen 
bundred Portuguese, and nearly tbree bundred 
ofBcers, and a large quantity of ammuhition, and 
some artillery. This capture- was acbieved with 
thc greatest possible viguur by the Spanish and 
French infantry, wrhose courage was higiily conspi* 
cuous : they were commanded on the day of the 
attack by the young Count d'Aguilar, who bas 
the honour of being known to you» and who is 
highly spoken of for his conduct in this action. 
M. de Bay, is fortunate in his undertakings, 
baving succeeded bitherto in ail of them, which 
causes him to be loved and esteemed by the troo^p 
under bis command. Since this conquest, thû 
Portuguese bave evacuated another small place, 
in which they had two battalions. In conse« 
quence of thèse events, Castile is no longer 
exposed to their^ incursions, and it is a province 
that certainly deserves to be preserved. The 
Duke of Orléans is highly satisficd with the pro- 
gress he is making at Lcrida, and wrote ycsterday 
to say, ho hopcd shortly to bc inastcr of the town, 
but as to tho castlc, it will be more difficult to 
take, if he besicges it ; for it appears from what 
Marshal de Berwick bas communicated to me. 
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that he is still nncertain as to what he should do ; 
but his Royal Highness speaks more confidently 
of it to his Majcsty. 

I hope that when it becomes nécessary to corne 
to a décision» there will be no différence of opinion 
bctween this Prince and the Marshal, since both 
havè only the good of the service in view, which you 
are aware is the most désirable thing, and more 
espccially, in such a war as this, when the least 
mistake might do so much mischief. I hcard 
with pleasure, that the King had sent some fresh 
régiments to the Duke de Noaillcs, which he will 
know how to employ to the purpose ; the diversion 
he will thus be enablcd to make, cannot fail to 
be highly useful, and very embarrassing to the 
Archduke. You may perceive from ail this, that 
our affairs do not proceed amiss in Spain. If the 
"'ews of raisiug the siège of Gaeta is confirmed, of 
which there is every probability, howevcr small 
may be the number of troops sent into that quarter, 
the Ncapolitans, who are very much divided 
among themselves, would be easily able to shake 
offthe German yoke and sue for pardon to their 
legitimate sovereign, whose clemency and gone- 
rosity they hâve already so much experienced ; 
this would form a fine contrast with the conduct 
of others, and might contribute to a glorious 
peace. I think, that the Duke of Savoy, has 

reason to ♦ ♦ ♦ 

# « il» « ♦ ♦ 



PIUNXESS DES jURSIKS. 111 

might easily find himself embarrassed» tnd that 
the Prince de Vaudemont is right, whea he 
assures you, that the Germans will, in future» 
distrust his Royal Highness. Marshal de Villars* 
has ail the appcarance of rcducing to reason 
those who arc within his reach, for he certaialy 
discharges his duty wcll. If ail the other generala 
could subsist thcir armics as hc docs his, witliout 
its costing tho King nnything, M. Chamillard 
would adore thcm, and I should not despair, that 
if he» no longer fceling the want of moncy, should 
send enough to pay the Frcnch troops in Spain. 
Ile has written me a facetious letter, in which he 
very humorously gives a rap on the knuckles to 
M. de Pontchartrain» whom hc knows I esteem, 
and I must be a most generous woman to pardon 
him ; but it is impossible to be angry, with a 
minister when he appears to be in good temper, 
since it is the surest sign of his bcing dissatisfied. 
I hâve nothing more to add till next week, and I 
beg you, in the mean time, to take better care of 
your health than the Duchess of Burgundy does, 
and to believe I am unable to express my respect 
and attachmcnt for you. 
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LETTER cm. 



TO THE SA ME. 

Madrid, October 12thj 1707, 

TflE chancellor had written to the ambassador, 
to inform him that the King had, at the instance 
of the Countess de Tonnere, ordered him to 
Buspend the décision upon the proceedings 
against her son, till an answer arrived from M. 
Amelot; at which the latter appeared to be much 
^ected, because, he says, that his Majesty had 
promised Madame de Vaubecourt and her son, 
that he should allow justice to take its course, of 
^hich I thought it rîght to inform you. I do 
not know what he will write respecting it to the 
court; but the fact is, that he and Madame de 
Tonnere are much to be pitied, the former having 
lost a very amiable son, and the latter, fearing 
the loss of her son s réputation, in conséquence of 
^ public proceeding. I think that if the King, 
Wore giving this order, had been pleased to 
cause it to be intimated to the ambassador, that 
itwould give him pleasure to sacrifice his just 
ï^sentment, he would hâve donc so more readily 
than at présent, when it is generally known that 
his Majesty expects it from him, since this will 
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be undërstood as a command, and which greatly 
mortifies him. I hâve on this occasion acted as 
a true friend and good relative to Madame de 
Tonnere, who» belicving me to be such, has 
addressed herself to me, entreating me to ask 
for lier son^s pardon, in the most handsome and 
affecting manner that she could; and I bave 
forthwith set about it in the best manner I was 
able. I own that I could wish this disastrous 
aflfair to. bc buried in oblivion, and I hâve not 
succeedcd in it to my satisfaction, M. Amelot 
asscrting that he is obliged to act as he does, 
both in honour and conscience. I should be a 
less rigid casuist on the score of honour ; but I 
leave the décision of it to you» and shall only 
repeat, that a father overwhelrhed with grief» is 
in a very distressing dilemma as to the line of 
conduct he ought to adopt in suoh circum- 
stances. I hope the weather is as fine at Fon« 
tainebleau as it is at Madrid, for hère rain is much 
wrished for, as it is believed itwrould terminate 
the sickness that prevails, which is a proof that 
we are never satisfied ; but be so, I entreat you, 
Madam, with my sentiments of affection towards 
you, which are in proportion to your déserts. 

P. S. As I was about to s^eal my packet, I 
received a letter from Marshal de Berwick, a 
copy of which I enclose you, that you may see 
what is his opinion of the city and castle of 
Lerida. No person can be more attentive taan 

VOL. Jil. \ 
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he is, in informing me of everything that is going 
on. The Duke of Orléans, also» does me the 
honour of writing to me, both wbich correspon- 
dences should satisfy you whether ^e were upon 
unfriendly terms. ^ 

*' Camp before Lerida, October 8tb, 1707* 

" To-morrow, Madam, our batteries will open 
upon the town, and I hope that in a few days 
we shall be masters of it ; after that, the castle 
remains, which I think will be a very difficult 
conquesty but when we shall hâve possessed 
ourselves of the former, we shall be able to 
reconnoitre it more closely, and see whether it 
is a practicable enterprize with the sicnder mcans 
in our power, at such an advanced period of the 
season, and especially in case the enemy should 
receive large reinforcements. 

" 1 beg you to hâve the goodness to présent ray 
humble duty to their Majesties, and to believe 
ine, with ail imaginable respect and sincerity, 
Madam, your very humble and obedient servant. 



'•The Marshal Duke De Beuwick. 
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LETTER CIV. 



TO THE 8AMS. 



Hadrkl, October ITlh, 1707. 

The Duke of Orléans begins to be fortunate, 
having just captured the town of Lerida» and 
hoping to be equally suecessful as to the citadel: 
he had very few killed and wounded» and writes 
to the King of Spain to say that he does not hear 
of its being likely that the enemy will be rein« 
forced. His Royal Highness adds, that afler 
the capture of the citadel, he shall endeavour to 
render himself master of Tortoso, and in case 
of success, he \viU then pay his respects to their 
Majesties at Madrid. We shall be very glad 
on every account at his retnming crowned with 
so much glory. There is every probability that 
the Archduke, also, pressed hard by the Duke de 
Noailles, and abandoned by his alties, will be 
compelled to quit Catalonia ; and if this should 
happen, why should not some troops be sent 
towards Naples, where they are very much dis- 
satisficd with the German government ? It ap- 
pears to me, that this kingdom should not be 
neglected; which it is asserted présents no great 
obstacle; and with Sicily, which is ours, we 
should hâve the means of concluding an honour 
abJe and lasting peace. 

I 2 
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An action latcly took place in the kingdom of 
Valencia, to the advantage of his Majesty*8 arms. 
Five or six hundred of his troops, commanded by 
the lieutenant colonel of the régiment of Mahony 
(a good subjcct of the King of England,) and a 
good officer, whom you hâve donc me the honour 
of rccommcnding to me, liave defeated three 
thousand men, a third of whom, wcre from the 
garrison of Dénia, the grcatcst part English, or 
Spanish rcbels, and the rcmainder miquclets, 
Avho wislied to besicge Pego : more than a tliou- 
sand were killed. This defeat, besides having 
the cfFect ofweakening the enemy, will operate 
favourably on thèse mischievous people, who 
cannot be mastered but through fcar: thus, 
Madam, we hâve the happiness to see everything 
prospering, and God grant a continuance of his 
mcrcies ! 

I am delighted with an answer which the Duke 
of Burgundy has beeh pleased to send me, for 
it is equally sensible, kind, and polite* If I 
could présume so far, I would very humbly en- 
treat the Duchess of Burgundy, to hâve the good- 
ncss to express to him my gratitude, as this 
Prince would doubtless receive my compliments 
with more pleasure from her mouth than by my 
lumd. 
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LETTER CV. 



TO Tll£ SA ME. 



Madrid, October 23rd, 1707. - 

Tii£ King of Spain appeared to me very glad 
at your being satisficd with his letter, and he 
impatiently waits your reply; for I can assure 
you, Madam, that I hâve hcard his Majesty 
frequently say, since you reproached hîm with 
the idea that he had forgotten you, that you 
would be much to blanie to doubt his esteem 
and friendship. This Prince only requires to be 
known for his great qualities, for he is certainly 
déficient in none of those which create love and 
cstcem, and if he has any fault, it is that of being 
too diffidcnt of himself. I hope that timc will 
correct this dcfcct, since he i>osscssed it in a 
greater degrce formerly. 

Wc huve hcard that the wholc of the' naval 
expédition had rcpasscd the straits to return to 
England, cxccpt nine or ten ships of war Icfk at 
Gibraltar, which are perhaps intended to receive 
the Archduke, in case hc is obligcd to quit 
Catalonia, which would probably happen, if the 
Duke ofOrleansshortlytakesthecastle ofLerida, 
which it is thought will not be so diffîcult a task 
as was at first imagined. From your answec 
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respecting the wishes of his Royal Highness, I 
hâve not a single word to say in reply, and shall, 
therefore, be respectfully silent, as an atonement 
for the only fault which you hâve found in me^ 
and which will deserve to be effaced from your 
mcmory» by my submission to the King*8 will. 
Many persons who had the honour of sceing him 
at Fontainebleau, told me they led him in perfect 
health, and with as serene a countenance as if his 
Majesty had nothing to do but to amuse himself. 
Indeed, Madam, this intellectual superiority and 
equanimity are very extraordinary, and worthy 
of admiration. No person is more interested 
than myself in his happiness and gloiy, and I 
cannot entertain thèse sentiments, without being 
entirely devoted to you. 



LETTER CVI. 



TO THB SAM£. 



Madrid, November 7th, 1707. 

I HAD not the honour ofwriting to you last 
week, in conséquence of having the fever, which 
had attacked me some days before, and continued 
for five days, but without any alarming symp- 
toms; I was my own physician, and hâve re- 
covered ; it may possibly return again, for it is 
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common this year to every one who has been 
sick to hâve several relapses. At ail erents, I 
observe a regimen, which the royal house of 
France could hardly sustain were its members 
in my position. If it is necessary that you, or 
I should hâve tlie fever, it would be much better 
for me to be attacked by it» because it does not 
make me more melancholy» and you appear more 
cheerful when you are well. I assure you, 
that few things can give me greater pleasure than 
to hear you ai*e a little more tranquil» which will 
not be our case till we leam that the castle of 
Lerida is taken» which the engineers assert can- 
not hold out long, as it will be a capture very 
glorious to the Duke of Orléans, and extremely 
advantageous to the King of Spain. It is become 
absolutely neces:sary to us, in order to get com* 
pletely rid of the enemy in this country, since 
we hâve had the misfortune to lose Italy, and the 
King is not in a condition to aid his Majesty to 
re-enter that country. The Duke d'Uceda, 
Cardinals del Giudice, de la Tremoiile, and 
Aquaviva, who know everything that is passing 
at Naples, ail write to us, as well as several 
Ilalians, that nothing would be easier than to 
reduce this kingdom to its duty. I cannot think 
of the misfortune which has caused the loss of 
Milan, and which has been followed by the other 
losses, without extrême grief, and I greatly pity 
the lot of the good subjects of his Catholic 
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Majesty. Some great Neapolitan lords hâve 

shown théir zeal and loyalty in so noble and 

striking a manner» that they cannot indeed be 

sufficiently rewardcd. One of them, the Duke 

de Popoli, who is captain of the guards, is a 

subject of real worth, who loves the King^s 

person, and counts as nothing ail that he has lost, 

in comparison with his duty. Meantime, Madam, 

he has none of his family left with him ; two of 

his daughters are in the hands of the enemy, his 

brothers-in-la\v, sisters-in-law, and mother-in 

law, for whom he has a great affection, are 

exposed to ail the brutalilies which the new 

viceroy is capable of exercising against them. To 

increase his troubles, the poor Duchess of Popoli 

has been four months in this palace, nearly in a 

dying stalc, and the Duke, his son, and ail his 

servants are sick. It would be a great pity 

^'ere the Duchess of Popoli to die, being a very 

fine, prudent, and sensible woman, and a favourite 

of the Queen, Do you much approve the étiquette 

^vhich prevents tlie camcrara mai/or from visiîing 

this afflictcd Duchess, living, as they do, under 

the same roof? Call to mind, I cntrcat you, the 

two individuals, of whom it lias alvvays been 

altempted to rendcr the King suspicious, and 

whom I always defended. Cardinal Aquaviva and 

the Duke de Jovenarro; about the former of 

ivhom, I hâve had the honour to write to you, and 

whose brothcr serves at présent in his Majeçt*' 



PRIKCESS DBS UR^IKS. 121 * 

guards àt Lerida ; the Marquis of Aquaviva, his 
nephew, the eldest of his fatnily, commanda a 
régiment in Flanders, vrhere he is esteemcd by 
ail worthy people ; his father, the Duke d*Âtri» 
defended Pescara to the last extremity, and capi* 
tulated only upon honourable ternis; ail their 
wives, or nearest female relations» were to with- 
draw into the ecclesiastical states, where perhaps 
they are already. The Cardinal also loses ail 
the ecclesiastical bénéfices he enjoyed in Naples, 
and déclares loudly for the King his master, in 
the heart of Rome itself, where the German 
faction now gives the law. Cardinal dcl G indice 
exerts himself to the utmost, in concert with the 
Duke d*Uceda, and Cardinal de la Tremoille. 
The Prince de Celamare, son of the Duke de 
Jovenarro, and the Duke de Bisaccio, his nephew, 
hâve followed the Marquis de Villena, to shut 
themselves up in Gaeta, and thcir wives hâve 
also retired, leaving everything they posscssed. 
Such are the two traitors, whom the French 
ambassadors, formerly at Madrid, reproach me 
with having for friends, and the court often re- 
ceived letters, complaining against me for sparing 
them. I ingcnuously confess, that such recollec- 
tions call to mind more récent thiiigs, and I am 
often templed to form an intimate friendship with 
grandees, who are represented to you quite 
différent from what they are, and which makes 
you esteem them. Nothing would be casier, if 
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I chose» than to join a considérable number of 

thèse gentlemen^ and to act in concert with them. 

They are the same that I hâve endeavoured to 

render such as they ought to be for our two 

Kings. I then received severe reproofs for it 

from your court, ^hich now entertains a good 

opinion of thèse same persons» for which reason 

ifyou will give me permission, I will recommence 

&iy former experiments, and leave the issue to 

God. You wrill, perhaps, think me rather mis- 

chievous ; no matter, I wish to appear to you in 

^y real character, and to habituate you, if it is 

possible, to my faults, for T know that I hâve 

«orne of which it will be very difficult to correct 

'^yself. Our Prince of Asturias is very well, and 

'^^gîns to laugh, and look a perfect beauty ; his 

ûurse gives excellent milk, but we havç never- 

t^eîess sent for four of the others to return, in 

^''^er not to be at a loss, in case any misfortune 

'^^ppen to her. 

X think that M. d'Aubigny, whom the Queen 

•^^^ sent to Paris, will hâve had the honour of 

^^^ing you, and that he will hâve told you many 

^'^îngs which cannot be communicated by letter, 

^^d which it is, perhaps, right you should know. 

ïorty-five thousand francs will be immediately 

^^tit to the Duke of Alba, to indemnify him, in 

sotne measure, for the expences which he has 

put him self to in the display of magnificence, 

^gainst the précise order of the King his master ; 
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18 Majesty having recomme&ded to him to 

confine himself to what would be indispensably 

necessary for the célébration of the birûi of the 

Prince of Asturias, and to follow in that reapect 

the example of the King his gràndfather» who 

thu8 acted with his ambassadora when the Duke 

of Britanny was bom. I do not know whether 

the King has habituated his ministers to receiving 

money for lavish expenditures, when they hâve 

taken place contrary to his orders. Money is so 

often wanted to pay the troops, that no imprudent 

use should be made of it ; and I believe you 

must hâve been of the same opinion, which I shall 

impart to the Duke of Alba, as I do to you ; but 

1 will serve him on every occasion to the utmost 

of my power. The ambassador is ready to accède 

to the King's wishes, in what concerns the death 

of his son, and repeated it again to me yesterday 

evening, in terms which evinced his submission 

to, and désire to please his Majésty. He is very 

much obliged to you for the interest you feel in 

his misfortune, which appeared to me to hâve 

given him some relief. He has just sent to me to 

say, that he does not think of visiting the palace 

to-day, because he had the fever ail night. I do 

not know what we should do, if M. Amelot were 

unable to officiate any longer ; he has sent me 

two letters from Lerida, one from his Royal High* 

ness, and the other from the Duke de Berwick» 

wbich hâve afiforded me much gratification» by 
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iûrorming me that the siège goes on well, and 

tbat the covered way bas been taken. M. de 

Berwick says, that he begins to think they shall 

soon be masters of tlie place, and that the enemy's 

iu*niy, which bas made its appearance, and over a 

pa.rt of ti'hich, a partisan bas obtained some 

suocess, is composed only of nineteen battalions 

at^d seventy squadrons ; he had always so bad an 

Of>înîon of this enterprize, that I rely much upon 

W'Viat he says. The Duke d'Ossuna bas sent a 

cogner from Andalusia to bis Catholic Majesty, 

^^înging excellent news, if it shoiild prove true : 

1^ sfates/that twelve French ships bave attacked 

tlie Englis^ fleet, composed of fivc sh:ps of the 

"ne and sixty transports that were on theîr way 

> to Portugal with provisions, of which that kingdom 

'^^^^ in great need ; they had also a thousand 

"^rses and six hundred infantry on board, and it 

^s asscrted, that thèse five men of war bave been 

**^ken or burnt, with many othcrs. My friend/ 

*!• de Pontchartrain, will perhaps bave been 

^ï^fonned of this action before the news of it ar- 

• 

'^Ved hère, althoiigh M. de Chamillard wrote to 

^c sometinte ago, as if he had not been aware of 

^^ î but your friend» M. de Pontchartrain, who is' 

"^ttcr informed about land than maritime affairs, 

^ill doubtless, bave intimatcd to you ... (I for- 

get what.) You will own that this is a fine slip 

of the pen, but I prefer the ministères, trifling in 

^his manner, to bis as^suming a lamentable air. 
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which alarma me dreadfuUy. I hope, in fatore» 
to find nothing but cheerfulness in your letten» 
and thàt your heaith will constantly improve» 
which I wish for as much as it is possible for one 
w)|o is entirely devoted to you^ and who will 
always romain so. 



LETTER CVII. 



TO TIIB 8AME. ' 

• I 



Madrid, November 13di» 1707. 

I R£C£iv£D only a line from you, Madam, by^ 
the last post, because of your severe cold, and 
though this indisposition is very common, I never- 
theless pity you, knowing by expérience that one 
suffers much with it ; however, I am glad that 
your excursion to Fontainebleau has let you ofT sp 
easily, since you were gcnerally attacked by the 
fever there. The Duchess of Burgundy writes 
to the Queen to say, that she suffers much from 
her teeth, which may perhaps be attributed to 
her excursions on horseback round the canal ; but 
I should not think her Icss disposed to résume 
them were it possible, it appearing to me, that 
the pleasures which she has enjoyed there ara 
foremost in her thoughts. How does she look in 
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the face after 80 much fatiguing exercise? I 
could much wish that she would not spoil her 
complexion by hunting, like the Princess de Conti, 
and I should be very sony if she injured her 
chest I figure to myself this lovely Princess on 
horseback, with her graceful carnage, accom* 
panied by the Princess of England, (who is also 
a good figure) and followed by several ladies 
magnificently dressed, whose shapes will bear no 
comparison with thèse two Princesses, even 
though they are particular enough to put on stays. 
I think that the court day, in honour of the Queen 
of England, was quite brilliant, and aiu not asto- 
nished that the foreigners who were présent were 
in amazement, to see how the King could provide 
for the expenccs of the war, and at the same time 
keep up the splendour of his court. The Duke 
of Orléans and the Duchess are much to be com- 
inended, in not being able to bear the sight of a 
housc, in which Madame de Montespan was ac- 
customed to receive their visits. I think the 
former must be very anxious, on account of the 
dangers to which her husband is exposed at Leri- 
da, and notwithstanding her apparently natural 
indifférence, I do not think her inward feelings 
kss exercised on account of this Prince. In 
possessîng such qualities as he does, he is very 
deserving of her esteem. We receive letters every 
day from the army which he commands, infonning 
us of his brilliant exploits, and that his example 
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is so ânimating to his troops, that words canaot 
well describe it ; he bas a great inclination and 
talent for war, is ambitions of glory, bas an affec« 
tionate and boundless respect for tbe King, united 
to great love of country. If tbere be some fail* 
ings blended witbso many fine qualities, we must 
pass them over, and hope that more mature re- 
flection will enable bim to conquer tbem. We 
leamt by a courier, whoih tbis Prince bas des- 
patched to tbe King, tbat tbe siège is advancing, 
and that it cannot probably last more than four 
or five days. We bave bad tbe good fortune» 
bitherto, to lose but few men, and scarcely any 
officers of distinction. If tbe besieged sbould 
stand an assault, it would not be possible to avoid 
a sacrifice of men, but it is thought tbey will not 
expose themselves to such a risk. His Royal 
Highness informs their Majesties, tbat imme* 
diately after tbe capture of tbis fortress, be shall 
corne to Madrid, which will be probably to attend 
the ceremony of baptizing the Prince of Asturias : 
if be remains bere a considérable time, be will 
not find many amusements, there being no public 
ones, and it does not suit individuals to give tbem 
for more than one reason. I think tbat bis Royal 
Highness wiil take up his quarters in the bouse 
of the Duke d'Uceda, where be will be better 
accommodated, because he will be accompanied 
by ail bis officers, for it is the largest in Madrid, 
next to tbe palace, it belonged to tbe Queen- 
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mother, andi3 very near the palace. Marshal de 
Berwick, lyho continues writing to me upon every 
occasion, says nothing about returning to . this 
court. So much for this country, now for that in 
which you live. Madame de Caylus gave me a 
short description of a doU she had sent you by 
yoiur own désire» which 1 thought so droU, that I 
had the honour of reading it to their Majesties, 
who laughed at it most heartily ; I fancied that 
I saw it, in ail its ridiculousness, and I thought I 
perceived in it many characters that I met in my 
last joumey to Paris ; I should hâve begged my 
friend to makc a copy for my amusement, and to 
take it unknown to the Quecn into her chamber, 
in order agreeably to surprise her by this species 
of little monster; but I desisted, lest the Spaniards, 
on seeing italso, mightforman indiffèrent opinion 
of French fashions. I think the ladies cannot be 
overpleased with your nièce for having so well 
represented the extravagance of their head-dress 
and costume : however, they will hâve less reason 
to be angry at v^'hat she lias donc, than at them- 
selves; I think theni in gênerai, vcry much inclined 
to be out of humour with a person who deserves, 
on so many accounts, your aftection. . Ail that 
you hâve said is to no purpose, for you will not 
convince me that you do well in not getting an 
apartmcnt given to ]Madamo de Caylus, and 
having her always near you, since you would find 
her of great assistance, possessing a well informed 
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mind, and the talent ofrendering conversation de* 
lightful, without indulging in sarcasn^. Do yoa 
think that such society would not be an ornament 
to your chamber, and agreeable to the King, who, 
besides, would be subjected to no inconveuience 
by it, since she has sufficient prudence to keep a 
secret? You will reprove me» Madam, for being 
too fond of her, and I shall reprove you for not 
loving her enough. God grant that you may not 
slight what I hâve the honour of saying to you ! 

The ambassador writes to the King to say, that 
he whoUy rcsîgns himself to his good picasure, with 
which, I doubt not, but his Mnjesty \vill be satis- 
fied. He is very unfortunate to hâve lost a son» 
whom he so affectionately loved, in so cruel a 
manner ; and to complote his misery, those who 
call themselves his best friands, write to him as if 
he was the most culpable of men, saying, that if 
he had not corne to Spain, in ail probability, 
nothing of this kind would hâve happeued to him. 
You know, as well as myself, that he came hcre in 
obédience to ordcrs, and for the same reason he 
must continue hère, although he passes his days 
with as much trouble and fatigue as lassitude. The 
Prince of Asturias bcgins to amuse the Queen, by 
laughing and assuming the most graceful airs ; ho 
is very welL I hope to congratulate you the next 
post, upon the capture of Lerida. I could wish 
never to hâve anything to communicate but \vhat 
would givis you pleasure,as I should be doubly 

"^L. III. K 
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repaid by it, since the affaira of ôur làngB would 
prosper, and your health be improved, for, upon 
my Word, it is only the agitated state of mind and 
melancholy, that unfortunate events occasion you, 
which causes your indispositions. 

P.S. The English envoy has just shown me a 
letter from the Duke of Berwick, informing him, 
that as soon as the affair of Lerida is concluded, 
*and the troops are placed in >viater quarters, he 
shall corne to Madrid, and take up his abode with 
the envoy. 



LETTER CVIII. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, November 19th, 1707. 

Your letter, dated Marly, November the 6th, 
évinces your impatience to hear of the capture of 
Lerida, which you probably know by this tîme, 
and it will bnve arrivcd very seasonably, to cure 
you of your oold and slow fever ; for, to be told 
that affairs are prosperous, is the best of ail remé- 
dies for you. Herc thcn finishes the misfortunes 
of the Duke of Orléans, since he has the glory, as 
I had the honour of informing you, of taking this 
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JmpQrtant place, in spite pf ail the discouregiiig 
obstacles which he met with. The fact is, that 
nothing is donc when nothing is attempted, «x* 
cept when enemies are to be met with, as impru- 
4ent as those who came to be beaten at the battle 
of Almanz9« The King of Spain has just recom* 
pensed the boldness and good conduct with whicb 
the Marquis de Bay has restored to his authority 
Alcantara and Ciudad Rodrigo, which protcct 
our loyal Castile from future incursions, by 
^laking him a knight of the golden fleece. Â|s 
ihis captain gênerai had asked for nothing, and . 
was satisfied with having only donc his duty tp 
(his soverei^n, he was dclighted at so unexpected 
an honour ; and the feeling and respectful manner 
in which he has thanked their Majesties, has given 
.additional satisfaction in having conferrcd this 
ifavoûr. It appears to me, that it is the only feli- 
.city of kings, to confer marks of distinction on 
grateful hearts, but tliey scldom cnjoy this boon, 
because of the ing^-atitude that prevails amongj^t 
sOxankind. 

We hâve heard hère, that if there had been ,a 

:b.etter understanding between the Chevalier 

;Forbin 9nd M. du Quay Trouin, the cavalry and 

^rovisioixs which were procceding to Portugal 

wou\d pot hâve cscaped. This may net, perhaps, 

be^true, but if it really was the c;tse^ Cardinal de 

. JaQson >vould certainly be very angry at his re- 

ijfition, if pn such jan occmoti.U^ Vv^d tiot \ireferi»d 

k2 
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tbe Kbg^s service to his own feelings» more 
espedally he who has rendered such important 
services by sea. 

Yott are in the right in pitying me for ail T suf« 
fer on the score of friendship, since I carry it too 
far, and in the first émotions, arising from an un« 
fortunatc event, I feel an internai agitation, which 
disturbs my blood. If I were naturally less cheer- 
fui than 1 am, and of a le&s happy temperamenti 
I should suffer still more; however, I hâve a 
very tormenting rheumatism, which is only 
laughcd at, and which I attribute to the above 
cause, and to cure which I shall endeavour to 
diminish my affection, and I think you will not do 
amiss to adopt the same remedy on your part. 

I hâve had the honour of reading to the King, 
the passage in your letter concerning him, in 
^vhich you say, that you hâve long been satisfied 
Wh him, there being so much good sensé in 
his letter to you. Are you aware that his Majesty 
observed to me, that he was but little satisfied 
^vith you for being so easily gratified, and that he 
wished for more fréquent tokensof your friendship. 
I shall take no part with your approbation in this 
species of warfare, from an excusable delicacy ; 
besides, I shall do better not to interfère with the 
affairs of the great, with wliom I am not over well 
acquainted how to act, and shall endeavour to 
foUow your example, not having forgotten that 
you were not a ût person to hâve auy l\ivtv%\.o ^' 
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with them, This humility made me examine 
myself and the Queen, and I hâve laughed at it 
mo8t heartily more than once. 

I hâve nothing to say to the refosal of the Duke 
of Orléans* request» but I cannot help pitying him, 
for not having obtained what he ao ardently de« 
aires, and which would hâve enabled him to hâve 
civilly got rid of an improper connection, as princes 
are often in the habit of doing. I even présume 
to say, that his confesser would approve it, if he 
confided it to him. He will be entertained hère 
with a species of opéra, whidh the city of Madrid 
has caused to be composed upon thé birth of the 
Prince. Theîr Majesties went to see it yester- 
day for the first time, when every exertion was 
made to please, for which we ought to feel obliged. 
The entertainment was given in the théâtre of the 
Retiro, which is tolerably handsomc ; the scenery 
wasmagnificent, and it is asserted that the whole, 
including fire works> cost Madrid cighty thousand 
crowns, which would, I think, hâve been much bet- 
tcr employcd inpaying the troops, and succouring 
persons of family who are in misery in consé- 
quence of having performed their duty. Never- 
theless, there must be something to celebrate the 
birth of an heir to so many crowns : niay God 
préserve to him that of Sicily, which might some 
day cause Naples to return to its allegiance, and 
afterwards Milan ! It is very difRcult to persuade 
the Italians, and even the Spaniards, that the 
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King kàs net made a treaty, which he hàs eii- 
gaged to get approved by the King, his grandsoii^ 
as he bas donc with the Mitanese ; because it cah- 
iiot be imagined, if this wrcre not the casëi why 
some succours hâve not been sent to Palermo^ 
howcver few they might be, which would hâve 
^hown thcm that they were not abandoned, and 
which it is âsserted, would hâve had a good effect, 
by soon causing the Neapolitans to return to their 
duty, sick as they are of the new government. Yoù 
know, Madam, whether suspicions on this head 
are well or ill founded, and I hâve no pretensions 
to pcnctrate iuto what the King, our master, would 
Tvish to be concealed. 

As I was about to seal this letter, I received 
two from his Royal Highness and Monseigneur, 
which inform me that they are going to besiege 
Morella, that the enemy had abandoned a small 
fortress, and that they were about to return to the 
plain of Urgel, in order to reduce it to its duty to 
his Majesty, to obtain some provisions in this 
fertile country, and to Icvy contributions for the 
èubsistence of the troops. The Duke of Orleanô 
Will wait till Morella surrenders or is likely to do 
50, bcfore he cornes to Madrid, and the Marshal 
will follow him, 

I must havc fine patience with you, Mîidam I 
I entreat you to tcU me why you hâve not re- 
ininded the King, that he should send the blue 
ribbon to the Prince of Asturias, Has his 
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Majesty forgot that he is Kis grandson» and Uial 
he gives it oa tfae birthn of ail the otliers, who 
hâve the Bamé hoDOur t Is it not because you 
are afraid lest this order shourd offend the Cas* 
tilians, by intioiating to thenit that their Prince ia 
of the house of France ? I believe you are capa* 
ble of it» and you think» perhaps, of establishing 
this new étiquette hère, for you hâve let me know 
the taste you hâve for thèse things, which I cannot 
help, however, opposing. Be so good then, if it v^ 
your pleasure» to contrive so that the sacred order^ 
may be sent as soon as possible, as it is also very 
necessary to illuminate us. 
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TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, November VfÙtf ITW. 

I DO not know, Madam, whether any one but 
myself would exhaust herself in thanks to you for 
ail your anxiety respecting my slow fever, for it 
cannot be doubted, from your known veracity, 
and your energetic expressions, but that what 
you Write procecds from the hcart ; but although 
mine is sensibly affcctcd by them, I cannot help 
blaming you for having imagined, on the corn* 
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mencement of sickness, which did not appear at 
ail dangeroust the most alarming conséquences» 
since I fear it may liave caused an anxiety preju- 
dicial to vour health, which is as dear to me as 
my own. When will you drive away thèse 
gloomy appréhensions, which make you anticipate 
so far ofT ail sorts of misfortunes, the greatest part 
of which do not happen, but which hâve the same 
effect as if they did? If you would take the 
trouble of reflecting upon everything which has 
grieved you from mère appearances, and which 
hâve had no bad resuit, I am convinced it would 
be of use to you in future, and that you would 
pass your life more tranquilly. Mine, you think, 
is of more importance to the Queen than what it 
really is, and if God were pleased to take me from 
lier, he would give her the consolations of which 
she might stand in need, for her kindness to me. 
This Princess kndws how to make so good a use 
of the faveurs of Providence, that she deserves to 
receive from it rewards, and not mortifications. 
But I hâve said enough upon this subject. 

Madame de la Salle has then well related to* 
you matters concernîng their Majesties, myself, 
and what she has observed in the palace. She 
inust hâve made you laugh at her droll manner of 
describing certain things, and I am sure that, from 
her account of others, the Duchcss of Burgundy 
and you must hâve bcen rcady to shed tcars, 
that so great and lovely a Queen, formed expressly 
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for a witty, agreeable, and polite court» thoiild 
pass her days without meeting any thingsuitable 
to her character. I am very glad that M. 
Clément and Madame de la Salle hâve been 
enabled to represent the Queen's situation, as it 
MTould never be believed, unless they had been 
coDstantly présent to hear and see what was oc* 
curring. It appears to me that you are enchant- 
ed with their éloquent descriptions, and it is 
very honourable in us to send you back persons 
iTvho mty hâve acquired the character of good 
orators, to v^hom^ the academy of wits at Madrid 
is indebted for the commencement of a flourishing 
establishment ; and if you send them again to us 
upon the same errand, they will attain such a 
degree of perfection, as to merit a place in your 
French Academy, although it should only be 
composed of learned men. 

The Dukeof Orléans will be hère on Wednesday 
nexty and the King sends him relays of horses to 
the distance of twenty leagues, in order that he 
may corne that distance in one day. His Royal 
Highness will be splendidly accommodated in the 
palace, which was the abode of the Queen*8 
mother, and is bnly a step from hère. His suite 
of apartments, which, I am told, consist of twenty 
rooms upon the same floor, and having a southem 
aspect, will be as bcautifully carpcted as those of 
his Catholic Majcsty. I wish you had rooms as 
warm as thèse, which admit of currents of air, 
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for, if I recoUect right, yours had no sun but in 

summer» and are very cold in the winter, which 

vas the cause of your contriving a remedy that 

appeared to me very ingénions, and by which I 

vas very comfortable >vhen in your society. I 

often recall to mind those happy moments, and aU 

though my memory is not naturally good, I assure 

you, that I remember everything, even to the least 

tiifle, that fell from your lips. 

It is said that the Duke of Orléans has not ail 
that is necessary for attacking Tortosa, and that 
aller the baptismal ceremony is over, his Royal 
Highness will go to France for two months ; but 
as he has said nothing of it in his letters to their 
Majesties, 1 know not yet what to think of the 
îeport. It is said that his domestics would be 
very glad of it, because they pass their time more 
pleasantly in France than in Spain, wilh which 
the generality of foreigners become tired. M. de 
Nancré, for one, has no reason to be satisfied 
with, being always unwell, and it is feared he will 
be obliged to submit to the grand opération. 
Marshal de Benvick will also come hère, but not 
80 8oon, Our Prince is constantly improving in 
his hcaith; the Marquis de Brancas saw him 
yestcrday at Astc, in mentioning which, you see, 
that I am not ignorant of the suitable term ; it is 
there that he is in the best humour, and where 
his pretty little person is most admired. I think 
that the envoy, who very attentively considered 
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I, wiU give a description of him to the King, ai 
rendering an account of his commission, and that 
'his Majesty would take a.pleasure in seeing this 
new grandchild, although he has not yet thonght 
him worthy the Blue ribbon. How shall I contrive 
to make my most humble acknowledgments to the 
DUchess of Bnrgundy» for writing so many obliging 
things about me to the Queen, on hearing of my 
indisposition ? If you will not hâve the goodness 
to assist me, I know not what I shall do : it waa 
my intention to write to her myself, but I thought 
she would find a degrce of insipidity in explaining 
to her the extcnt of my gratitude. I cannot help» 
however, confiding lo you my secret, which is» 
that I most heartily love this Princess, and what 
makes me feel the more convinced of it, is, that 
there is only one tliing which hindcrs me firom 
thiiiking her perfection itself, and that is, the 
neglect of her hèaltb, the fatal conséquences of 
which make me shudder. May she not injure it 
still more this carnival ! I beg of you, Madam, 
to take good care of yours. 



LETTER ex. 



TO THE SAMS. 

Madrid, December 2nd, 1707« 

The Duke of Orléans arrived hère yesterday» at 
seven o clockin the evening, after travelling twenty 
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leagues doringthe day, and did not appear more fa- 

tîgued or thînncr for it. Their Majesties left tbeîr 

foonii to go into the adjoining one» the sooner to ' 

hâve the pleasure of welcoming him. Cardinal 

Porto Carcro^and the Inquisitor General, were also 

tlicrc, with sevcral Lords of the court : I besought 

bis Hoyal Highness to show some marked attention 

to the two former, knowing that the Cardinal 

^s Tond of bcing noticed, and he had the goodness 

to say some very gracions things to them, with 

hia \]sual politcness. The King and Queen were 

'"formed by him, that he should shortly Icave us 

to take a turn in France, and that Marshal de 

^^rwîck had also the samc permission. The army 

^*U thus, then, be without a commander I I wish 

^^^t ail the lieutenant gênerais in it may agrée 

together, and that they may hâve such defer- 

^ï^ce for M. de Légal, who commands the principal 

c^rps, that opinions may not bc divided upon the 

'^oasurcs to bc adopted, in case tlie cnemy should 

"^ inclined to makc some unexpccted movements. 

'ïîs Royal Highness, to whom I owe ail déférence, 

^ï^d the Marshal, to whom I owe cvcry civility, 

^^'ill in vain attcmpt to persuade me, that their 

^tscnce cannot préjudice the public service, as I 

^Viink quite the reverse : for we know but too 

^^"ell the effects of cnvy and jealousy in vvar as 

^vcU as in courts, and that it may ruin everything. 

^ hâve not y et had the courage to tell the Duke 

^f Orléans, of his bcing positivcly refuscd the 
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fkvour which he so ardently wishes to obtain, for 
I confess to you, it would bave been a great source 
of satisfaction to myself, to bave contributed to 
lus bappiness on the présent occasion. 

Tbe baptismal day is not yet fixed, because it 
is désirable first to regulate ail the forms to be 
observed, so as to avoid misunderstandings. 
Cardinal Porto-Carero, who will officiate, is a little 
uneasy about tbe manner in which bis Royal 
Higbness may conduct himself towards him, and 
what is embarrassing on this account, is the want 
of précédents to follow, although we bave no 
want of étiquette, You ask me, whetlier we 
hâve not proceeded so far with respect to tbe 
latter» as to be at liberty to visit the Duchess de 
Popoli ; and my answer is, that if I had begun 
by this visit, there is not a grandee*8 lady but 
would complain of my not doing as much for her 
upon similar occasions. The cameraras mayortê 
are only allowed to visit their daughters, sisters, 
and, I believe, nièces, that is to say, ail their 
nearest relatives, provided it be on account of 
marriages, deaths, and whcn at the point of 
death : it is an attribute of this office, the same 
as that of the Président of Castile who never 
visits, but who takes precedence over the gran- 
dees at his own house, the same as I do at home 
and everywhere else: from ail which you will 
conçoive, that we do not always act as we could 
wisb. Poor Madame de Popoli bas been in the 
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coontry Bome days, and on the day of her depar<- 
tore she ordered herself to be carried into my 
apartment, where the King and Queen hearing of 
it, did me the honour of coming, with the very 
kind intention of affording her some consolation ; 
but, nevertheless, I think she will find none 
except in God, as she is visibly falling away and 
consurnptive. Two of her daughters, her mother, 
and two sisters, are at Naples, where they are 
very ill treated by the Germans, and ail the 
property of her family is already gîven to the 
enemy. She is one of the best créatures living, 
and wasmost assiduous in her endeavours to please 
the Queen ; and, lookiiig upon her as a mother^ 
conceive, Madam, how much I shall regret her 
loss. The Courier of his Royal Highness is on 
the point of sctting out, and I havc only timc to 
(ay how glad I am that tlic fcvcr liaH left you, I 
trust in God nevcr to return, as thcn you will 
hâve the pleasurc of cnjoying in good health the 
fiweets of peace, provided you make an honour- 
able one, for otherwise remorse will pursue you 
the remainder of your life. I hâve just been 
told by his Royal Highness, that he had heard 
you and I were perfectly agreed to prevent him 
from capturing Lerida, I think, since we hâve not 
been able to do so, we shall act prudently in 
future not to play any tricks with hira. I cannot 
as yet hâve the honour of thanking the Duchess 
^f Burgundy for formally appointing me her 
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•ponBorat the baptismofthe Prince ofAtturias, 
but shall wait till it is over to rendër her ^n account 
of it I am very much grieved that an eruptiou 
bas made its appearance upon the Prince*! cbeeka, 
because it defaces bis beauty» and I could wisb 
that on BO solemn a day for the spectaton» he 
might bave appeared in ail bis charms to theic 
admiring eyes» and I really do not know wbat I 
would give for that to be the case. You seem 
much inclined to make sport of me, Madam» but 
you cannot offend me. 



LETTER CXI. 



TO TIIR SA ME. 



Madrid, Deetmber ISth, 1707. 

The baptism of the Prince of Asturias took 
place on Conception day, with ail possible 
pomp, and in the most orderly manner. Cardinal 
de Porto Carero had a new livery and splendid 
carnages. I had the honour of carrying the 
Prince in a sedan-chair, made entirely of glass, 
and brocaded with gold. We proceeded through 
the gallery of the palace, in which were carpets 
of the richest dyes, which the King of Spain had 
in his possession, and then entered the cbapel, 
which was also covered with rich carpets. Two 
bishops assisted the Cardinal in the mjass : ail the 
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grandees were there, and walked foremost in the 

procession ; his Royal Highness preceded the 

sedan five or six steps. As I had the honour of 

holding the Prince» I ordered the grandees to be 

covered, as from him, the governess acting as 

interpréter. I quitted this honourable title, 

Madam, on descending to the floor to assume 

another, which was still more honourable, since 

1 had the honour of representing one of the great- 

est princesses on earth. I could hâve much wished 

to compensate, by an air of personal noblcness, 

the want of beauty and youth, in order to be less 

nnworthy of acting so distinguished a character, 

and I never felt the chagrin of being oldand devoid 

ofcharms more kcenly than in representing so lovely 

a Princess as the Duchess of Burgundy, The 

Duke of Orléans, who had rcceivcd the preced- 

i^g evening a vcry beautiful coat from Paris, was, 

inoreover, adorncd with several diamonds, and his 

I^oyal Highness was déficient in nothing which 

^ould afford pleasure to those who saw him, 

Their Majestics chose six of the principal gran- 

^^es, in order to carry ail the utensils rcquisite 

'or the baptism. The first was the Duke of 

Médina Cœli, then the Duke de Montalto, for- 

ïnerly Viceroy of Arragon ; the Duke d'Ossuna, 

Captain of the body guards ; the Duke de Plandia 

first gentleman of the bed chamber ; the Marquises 

d*Astorga and d'Aguilar. Theheads of the King s 

and Queen's household were stationed near their 
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Majesties, 80 that ail thèse lords hare reason to 
be satisfied, some with being chosen, and otfaers 
>¥ith remaiamg at their posts, which they prefer 
to every other distinction. I should likewise hâve 
been satisfied with ail this, if our little Prince's 
face had not been covered with tbe rash. I con* 
fess, Madam, that the lady of Marshal de la Motte 
could not hâve been more grieved than I was, had 
she been présent at the ceremony. I derived, how- 
ever, some small consolation from his crying so 
loud, as to Icave no doubt of his good hcalth» 
which continues, thank God» notwithstanding his 
nurse*s occasional indispositions. 

After this description of so great a day, I must 
not omit a circumstance respecting Cardinal 
Porto Carero, who gallantly sent présents to four 
ladics of honour of the Queen and Prince, and 
to ail the female attendants, consisting of mufis» 
gloves, fans, snuff-boxes, and rings. But this did 
not satisfy his Eminence, for lie would hâve the 
Queen and me to accept of jewels. The Queen*s 
was a string, mounted in the Spauish style, of 
emeralds and diamonds, worth fifteen hundred 
pistolcs, and mine cight hundred. lier M ajesty 
did not think she should carry her complaisance 
to one of her subjects so far as to accept such 
a gift ; and as to myself, I hâve for a long time 
announced that I would accept nothing, so that 
the Cardinal was obliged to submitto the Queen*8 
will, and that of her canierara. mat/or, at which he 

VOL. HT. L 
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was a little mortificd, but he must hâve patience. 
The Duke of Orléans is preparing to départ for 
Versailles next Saturday, after adopting ail possi- 
ble measures, to procure the supplies which this 
country can furnish. But allow me to tell you, 
that if M. de Chamillard sufTers the French 
troops to want in future as they hâve donc, ail 
^vill be lost, the truth of which assertion, his 
Royal Ilighness ^vill but too well confirm. He 
assures us, that he will not be long absent, at 
which I am very glad, and should be still more so 
if you sent him back well satisfied, for he certainly 
deserves some respect to be paid him, and he is 
not the first Prince who has desired some distinc- 
tions for certain persons, which in fact render 
them neither more estimable or despicable. But 
it is certain, that it enables them more easily to 
leave them, when God touches the hearts of their 
protectors, or when the strength of reason gets 
the better of their weaknesses. You will, pcrhaps, 
scold me for harping upon this string, but you 
hâve accustomed me to conceal nothing from you 
that comes into my mind, We bave heard that 
the King has given the government of Limosin 
to Marshal de Berwick, at which I am truly glad, 
because this mark of faveur could not be bestowed 
upon one who deserves it better. The Marshal 
has told me of it, and I learnt by one of his letters 
this morning, that he will be hère the day after 
to-morrow, I could very much wish him to 
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remain in Spain, and that instead of going to 
his lady, he would rcturn to the command of the 
army, >vhich >viU certainly be awkwardly situated 
writhout a gênerai, and principally because the 
enemy are reinforcing theirs with nine or ten 
thousand mcn» which tlicy are scnding by sea into 
Catalonia. I cannot even conçoive, kow it could 
enter into the brain of so sensible a man as Mon- 
seigneur, to lose sight of the Frcnch and Spa- 
niards, whom he knows by expérience hâve occa- 
sien for a commander of influence. I shall bave 
tlie honour of giving him my candid opinion, and 
he may afterwards act as he pleases. I am as 
sorry as you can be at the fresh affair between 
the lady of Marshal de Noaillcs and the Duke de 
Bouillon ; she had no nced of the exercise it will 
give hcr to make her blood circulate, ^ince it is 
in a continuai state of agitation. The Duke de 
Noailles, who knows so well howtoblend vivaci- 
ty with modération, must reconcile once for ail 
thèse two houses together, siuce he is the most 
capable of doing so, if it be practicable. I am 
not astonished that you take such an affectionate 
interest in so estimable and amiable a ncphew as 
he is, I could wish you to see ail the letters which 
he writes to us herc, and the good account he 
sends of the occurrences in Catalouia, as nothing 
can be more sensible or counected ; would 
to God the King had many subjects like him I 
he would be bcttcr served, and you would havc 
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fewer enemies. I conclude, in order to hâve the 
hoDour of writing to the Duchess of Burgundy» 
therefore I make no apologies, since^ I take leave 
of you, for a person who is dearer to you than 
yourself. 



LETTEK CXII. 



TO THE SAM£. 



Madrid, December 16tb, 1707. 

We witnessed with regret, the departure of the 

Duke of Orléans this moming, although he pro- 

mised their Majesties that he should not be long 

absent Marshal de Berwick would aiso insist 

on setting out; and he Icft us four hours before 

his Royal Highness. The King and Quecn used 

their best efforts to prevent him from absenting 

himsclf from the army ; thinking that the French 

and Spaniards, who compose it, hâve need of a 

gênerai like him, to keep by his influence the 

troops to their duty, but nothing could stop him ; 

alleging as an excuse, that no mischief could 

happen during his absence. Nothing appeared 

of the pretended misunderstanding between his 

Royal Ilighness and him, and they spoke of each 
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other as they ought ; their views are not always 
the same, as you will hâve perceived, with respect 
to the siège of Lerida, but being of différent opi* 
nions, should not prevent them from being friends ; 
especially when the iuferior officer knows how 
to pay proper respect to his superior^ as does my 
lord. The King \vill certainly talk over matters 
with his Royal Highness and him, with respect 
to past and future opérations; his Majesty will 
explain his sentiments clearly, and form a better 
opinion than any one, and whether tliere bc any* 
thing to correct in tlic mcasures which hâve 
been adoptcd. The Duke of Orléans will repre- 
sent to you, the Kiug aud Quecn, as 1 hâve had 
the honour to speak of them, and it is certainly 
much to be regretted, that a king who possesses 
every good quality that one could wish, is se diffi- 
dent of himself as ours ; for he has only to speak 
out boldly what he thinks, to obtain admiration. 
His Royal Highness conversed with him in a very 
sprightly manner, which gave me great pleasure, 
because it seemed to exhilarate him, which he 
has occasion for. If tlie Queen and I were not 
so cheerfui, the King would bc still more serions, 
for certainly the Spaniards of his court possess 
a gravity of character ill calculated to make him 
throw it off; they are far from being jocular, and 
when they attempt to be so, they excite an incli- 
nation for grief, rather than laughter. We shall 
hâve a comedy to-morrow, which will last four 
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hours ; it is in célébration of the King*s birth-day* 
I could wish the Duchess of Burgundy, and the 
Princess of England/ might see such a one at 
Versailles» in addition to the diversion of hunting ; 
the opéra, good eating» and keeping untimely 
hours ; the last of which I cannot pardon in our 
Princess, although she [may be of!bnded at me, 
for she wrill certainly destroy her heatth, as well 
as her beauty, %vhich %vill drive her to despair. 
She wrolc to the Quecn, by the last post, that you 
had a very bad sîck head-achc, which prevented 
you from writing ; although a paînful coniplaint, 
from its not being dangerous, I am less sorry 
that you hâve it somctimes, rather tlian the fever. 
I hope that since it has left you in repose for three 
months, you will not hâve it fora long time again. 
The capture of MorctUa will, moreovcr, strcngthen 
your health, that bcing a place vcry neccssary to 
us. If M, de Chamillard can, next year, provide 
money for the payment of the troops, you will 
doubtless see Spain in a good state, the Portu- 
guese much embarrussed, and the Archduke un- 
deceived. An agreement has just been made with 
the Marquis de Santiago for six months ; which 
Nvill prevent the troops from dying of hunger. It 
>^'asof the greatest conséquence to induce this man 
to accède to the measure; he has already advanced 
two or three millions of francs, and therefore 
dcservcs to be treatcd with good faith by M. de 
Chamillard, for witliout this uid, ail would havc 
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been lost, and he is the only and sole L 
in Spain who could or would do what he haa 
donc. But in order to accomplish it, the King» 
the Duke of Orléans, the ambassador, and my 
Lord^founditnecessaryto use theirpowerfulexer* 
tions» thus acting in concert» for the public good» 
and succeeding in their object. I congratulate 
you upon it, and could wish that we had never 
any thingbut good news to communicate to each 
other; for I assure you that I ought to be as 
much alive to your happiùess, as to my own, 
being more devoted to you than I hâve words to 
express. • 

P. S. You are about to enjoy^ good][society, 
since the Duke de Noailles has informed me 
that he should soon be at Paris. He is one of 
the most amiable men I ever knew, therefore I 
hâve doubted wheflier you could hâve more 
affection for him than I hâve. It appcars that 
his mother has forgotten me. Do you not.'pity 
the poor Duchess d'Estreés, for losmg her daugh- 
ter, her only remainîng child : her understanding 
civility, and goodness of heart, are sufficientto 
make me désire she were happier/ and nothing, 
it appears to me» would more contribute to it 
than the présence of the Abbé de Vaubrun, her 
brother, whose disgrâce has lasted a long time. 
Pardon, I beseech you, Madaro, the liberty I take, 
of spcaking to you on this subject» as my inten* 
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tionis certainly not to displease the King» and 
I flatter myself that you will ansvrer for me. 

Âllow me to enclose you a letter for the Duke 
de Noailles. 



LETTER CXIII. 



TO TUE 8AME. 

Madrid, December 25th» 1707. 

I oïD not expect, Madam, after a trace of three 
Dionths, which you had made with the fever, that 
^n the effects you dérive from it would be to 
f^el yourself languishing, which you say you hâve 
heen for some days. I hope you will soon regain 
your strength, for I hâve abstained from thinking 
things at the worst, as you know I give you no 
quarter in regard to your gloomy thoughts, 
l^ecause they kill you, and I cannot live without 

you. 

The Duke of Orléans, whose journey I had at 
first taken the liberty to oppose, chiefly because 
I also feared that of M. de Berwick's having 
promised the King and Queeii to return soon, I 
do not think any mischief can resuit from it. His 
I^oyal Ilighness may even ofTer some explana- 
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tions to the King, from which his Majeaty wUl 
give him the best advice for his goverament in 
tbe next campaigiii wbether on the Portuguese 
side or that of Catalonia. The greatest good 
fortune that could happen to us would be, that 
the King should see everything very dearly ; for 
without ofTending ail the gênerais and ministers» 
he knows more than they do, and his knowTedge 
and prudence would prevent many faultflt. 

You are very ri^^ht in saying» that it often 
happons that what we imagine we know, is quite 
opposed to what we are ignorant of ; I am con- 
vinced of this, by the daily conversation of people 
who are not in the secret, and who blâme or 
complain without cause, and who might soon be 
brought to reason, if prudence did not compel us 
to be silent upon affairs which require secrecy ; 
so that we hear ouiselves sometimes condemned, 
when we could make friends of our judges. You 
will hâve often heard courtiers complaining of you 
at the same moment that you hâve just rendered 
them a service ; and others, perhaps, will bave 
thanked you, when you hâve donc them neither 
good nor harm. There is, therefore, if you are 
to be believed, only to endure much, be the envy 
of êvery one, hâve patience, and increase, if 
possible, my affection for their Majcsties ; and if 
I did so I must be more silly than I am, and, con- 
sequently, should take good care not to foUow 
y our advice, as it would be too prejudicial to 
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me ; and I will endeavour to make the ensuing 
year more auspicious than the past. I hâve 
already begun to divide my affections^ by giving 
a part of them to the Prince of Asturias, 
with whom I hâve the honour to play ; and his 
pleasing smiles consoles me very much for the 
lime I am absent from the Queen, which you will 
scarcely believe, but nothing is more true, 

I do not know from what motive the King of 
Spain has paid so much attention to your last 
letter; but having perused, and re-perused it, 
several times, I doubt much whether it be not 
to conclude his correspondence with you ; and I 
fear lest this war declared, should increase still 
niore in violence, and you give each other strangc 
blows. 

What makes me apprehend it is, that his 
Wajesty makes a kind of mystery of it, and boasts 
of knowing how to love belter than any other 
person : he has learnt under a master, since he 
came out of the hands of the Duke de Beau- 
^illiers, safe and sound, wlio knows more than he 
^oes on this subject, as you very justly observe. 

Vour humility is carried very far, when you say, 
that you are mistrustful, and even fearful, lest I 
^'ïoukl be displeased at your refusing me some- 
thing; I am, however, too vain to believe that 
you would carry your complaisance to the length of 
'^cing in pain, not to grant me what I désire, since 
' clo mysclf the honour of submitting my wishes 
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to your more correct understanding, and it is in 
moments» vrhen I think I hâve less imperfection 
about me ; insolence is nnbecoming in every one» 
and selfishness is one 6f the yilest defects that 
vre can hâve, but when they are joined to others 
in the same person, it must be owned that he is 
hateful and despicable. 

I hâve so agreeably surprised and delighted a 
person this morning, by reading a passage in 
your letter relative to him, (I allude to tlie 
Marquis de Bay) that he was ready to take post 
to go and thank you for it in person ; however, 
he satisfied himscif by intending to convey his 
respectful compliments by ietter, from which I 
prcventcd him, by assuring him, that it would 
much diminish your esteem for him, that you 
could not bear those who wrote to you, and that 
you liked, still less, those to whom you wrote. 
He replied, " What I hâve just heard, Madam, 
appears to me very extraordinary ; howevcr, I 
shall follow your advice, and suppress my feel- 
ings." This gênerai only wishes to act for the 
service of his master; he has always been for- 
tunate in this country, and the Spaniards like him 
extremcly. 

\Ve shall, then, at length, sce the Prince of 
Asturias decorated with the blue ribbon, not- 
withstanding ail your reflections on the uneasi- 
ncss that you think it will croate hère. The 
Quccn did me the honour of saying to me, a 
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short time ago, in the King^s présence : " it is 
necessary, that it should appear in everything 
and every where, that the royal house of France 
reigns in this monarchy, to habitnate some to it 
by gentle means, otbers by. force, and to make a 
graduai mixture of thèse two nations, only distin- 
guishable by name, and especially, never to inter- 
niarry our childrcn, but with one another ; I liave 
never thought otherwise at any time." This 
Princess surprises still more by the goodness of her 
heart, than the pénétration of her mind, and I am 
persuaded she wiîl be one of the greatest Queens 
who has occupied the throne. The ambassador 
cannot conceal his astonishment, when he reflects 
upon ail her admirable qualities, and asserts, as 
well as niyself, that he does not know a fault in 
her charcter. I. ought no longer to incur your sus- 
picions, aftcr sucli culogiums from a minister so 
sensible as he is, and my new attachment to the 
Prince of Asturias, %vhich will in some mcasure 
abatc that for lier Majcsty. 

It is possible that his Royal Highness mày 
hâve scveral différent connections, and that those 
>vho wish to divert him, hâve taught him to what 
lengths folly may go, when they will hâve it, that 
you and I are angry at the important conquests 
which he has made ; this news, probably, comes 
from the same quarter that made you so good a 
friend of the Emperor, and me of Queen Anne 
and the Duke of Savoy. M. <l*Aubigny has not 
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failed to acquunt me of the honour which yoa 
hâve done him, in permitting him to visit you» and 
the kind manner in which you hâve talked of what 
concerns me ; and I expect, when he returns» 
which will be in a fortnight or three weeks» that 
he will give me an account, without omitting a 
Word, of everything you hâve said» for he ap« 
peared to be so fuU of it, as not to let the least 
circumstance escape lus memory, I hâve some 
difficulty in believing» but that you found it diffi* 
cuit to detain him in your room, for respect would 
iuduce him not to trespass upon your civililies, 
and he must hâve thought, that he ought not to 
hâve had so long an audience. Those with which 
the King has honoured him, are fresh proofs of 
his Majesty's kindness, for which I very humbly 
beseech you to offer him my respectful thanks. 
I wait this gcntleman's rcturn, to know the parti* 
culars of everything, as he writes to me wonders 
respecting ail he saw ; and from the Duchess of 
Burguudy's person and mind, shc appcarcd to 
him onc of the grcatest wonders, The Quccn 
pitiés lier very much, for her uncasincss at being 
pregnant, and I am also sorry for it, on account of 
her sufferings ; however, when I think of the ne- 
cessîty there is for her to hâve chiidren, as well 
as the Queen, ail my pity vanishes, and I wish, 
notwithstanding the indispositions they feel, that 
they maygive birth to several princes. I pity 
poor Madame de O. very much, for having wit- 
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nessed her daughter's dangerous accouchemeut. 
Instances of this kiod do not alarm the Queen.. 
because» for one that is unfortunate there are a 
thousand othenvise. 

The pleasure I feel is inexpressible, whenever 
you assure me that the Duchess of Burgundy 
honours me with her regards, and that she has 
sonie partiality for me» for I am very anxious tô 
please her : her conversation is too insinuating 
and witty, not to diffuse through her court what- 
ever might be wanting in it ; and I think, that if 
I had had the honour of paying mine to her more 
frequently, she would hâve made me better Com- 
pany than I am. You hâve given a charming 
description of the Duke of Burgundy to the Ca* 
thoUc King, and I am plcased with myself in 
rccognizing it so hatural ; it is indeed very for- 
tunate to find, in so great a Prince, ail the chris* 
tian and royal virtues united. If thcse two 
brothers are happy in having t>yo such perfect 
Princesses, the latter ought not to be less thankful 
to God, for having given them Princes endowed 
with such good qualities. Thedeath of M. Mo- 
reau is a real loss, because he was a very honest 
man, and affectionately attached to his master, 
real worth being so rare in every station of life. I 
hâve heard much good of M. de Niert, therefore 
I rejoice that he has made him his heir, provided 
the relations of the deceascd did not stand in need 
of his inhcritance. 
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I should be very sorry if the illness of Madame 
de la Motte increased, and I can easily c<mceiYe 
tfae uneasiuess of tbe Duchess de Ventadour. 

The Duchesses de Beauvillars and de CheTreuse 
are much to be pitied for losing so many relatives. 
The Archbishop of Rouen was still very young 
when ho died ; I knew him formerly pretty well» 
and his conversation appeared to me i^eeable. 
Madame de Beauvilliers, her husband and myself, 
hâve kept up a singular intercourse since they un* 
dertook the charge of prc viding the Prince^s ward- 
robe. The Marquis de Torcy aiso writes to me 
rather oflen» and I believe I am not in bad faveur 
with the whole of this family ; at least, I do what 
I can to deserve the honour of talking to you 
about Marshal de Berwick».who returned to Ma* 
drid four days ago. The King certainly could 
not db better than to give him the order. If he 
honestly says what ho thinks of it» he would 
agrée that his présence was absolutely necessary 
at Valencia and in Arragon, where his Majesty 
has given him absolute authority, and where a 
thousand disorders take place, on account of 
soldiers quarters and ill exccuted orders. Many 
ecclesiastics complain with and othcrs without 
reason; thèse districts require to be governed with 
firmness, and without driving the people to 
despair, which cannot be done by mère lieutenant 
gênerais, who are déficient in influencé, andseldom 
agrée in opinion. A trifling affair has just hap* 
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pened^ which bas much displeased the King : the 

régiment of Louvigny bas suffered iLself to be 

Burpriscd in its quarters, and six bundred and 

fifty men» of Mrbich it was composed, bave bcen 

eut to pièces : it is said tbat proper précautions 

had not becn adopted ; nearly two bundred of 

them bave since returned ; you see tbat it is not 

only to Frencbmen tbat tbese sort of misfortunes 

happen» and tbat mistakes are everywhere corn* 

mitted» for wbicb reason I recur to mv first 

opinion, wbicb is, tbat wbethcr it be winter or 

sununer a gênerai sbould not leave the army, 

particularly in districts wbicb are not safe from 

ill-intentioned people, uniess it be on the most 

important business for their sovereign ; and as 

my lord had not writtcn a word upon the subjcct 

to the Catholic King, nor to any body elsc, of bis 

intention to go to Versailles, it was necessary 

tbat bis Majesty, learning it only through public 

report, and being aware tbat bis journey would 

be prejudicial to bis service, should Write about 

it to the King bis grandfather. I bave spoken of 

it on this ground to my lord, as a real friend, and 

he listcned to me as such. I could very much 

wish tbat there was bctwcen him and the ara- 

bassador, aperfect reciprocity of confidence; but 

the Marshal does not seem to me disposed for it, 

although they agrée very well together, and act 

for the public good. The Marshal told me, 

when I did my best to persuade him to it, tbat be 
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can never speak of business to M. Ameloti becauie 
they dlffer in opinion, and that both are proud. I 
do not know Mrbcther it is bccause I am a femate, 
that they évince nothing of it in my presencoi or 
Mrhether it is not greater than they ought to pos* 
sess ; but it is a fact that I bave not perceived our 
ambassador assume more haughty airs than be« 
came him, nor. that my lord was déficient in the 
politeness due to the character with which the 
former is invested. You appeared to me formerly 
surpriscd tohear pretended disagreements between 
thèse two personages spoken of, but this cannot 
be considered as such : liowever, I would give 
a great deal if they had more confidence in eath 
other. I bave thought it my duty to inform you, 
Madam, of what is passing, althougli it is against 
my inclination, disliking to enter into particulars 
of this nature, and only wishing for the tranquillity 
and happiness of every body. 

P. S. The ambassador bas just told me, that 
Marshal de Berwick had a conférence with him 
and some other persons, to arrange with the 
Marquis de Santiago everything respecting the 
provisions w^hich the latter is to furnish, at which 
I am much pie ised, since it shows a co-operation 
.so useful to the service. My lord will set out 
to-morrow or the day after, and I hope everything 
will go on prosperously, M. Burlet, first physi* 
cian to the King, bas had a good journey. Their 
Majesties bave received him well, and from what 
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we bave seen of him'bitherto, he is the person 
we Fequired. He brought me a letter from M. 
Faj[on, which contains too many tbings to bis 
advantage, for me not to be alreudy prejudiced 
in his favour. I could wisb to bave answered 
him this post ; but after so long a missile as tbis, 
I bave no more leisure. Tbe compliments on 
the baptismal cereraony overwhclm me ; I pray 
youjlherefore, tobeso good asto tell tbe firstpbysi- 
cian the reason whicb prevents me from answering 
him, for I sbould be very sorry if, esteeming him 
^ I do, be sbould suspect me of any négligence 
towards him. 



LETTER CXIV. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, Dccember 3 Ut, 1707. . 

The Frenchpost, which sbould bave been bere 
the day before yesterday, bas not yet arrived, 
and to ail appearance will not corne tins week, at 
whicb I am truly sorry, because you told me in 
your last lelter, that you had continued in a 
debilitated state for some time, which gave me 
pain, and also, tbe uncertainly of the Duchess of 
Burgundy, as to her pregnancy ; and the chagrin 
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which this Princess will expérience, if she findt 
herself in that state, from being no longer able to 
run about, to dance, and keep late hoûn, grieves 
me ; but, on the other hand, I could wish her to 
bave another Prince, for, in truth« it is no great 
thing to bave only one, and I hope that our two 
Princesses will not, in thîs respect, be niggardly 
to France and Spain. The one we bave bere is 
continually increasing in strengtb, and M. Burlet 
is very well satisfied with him. 

The King received, this morning, tolerably good 
news of Catalonia from the governor of Rosas, 
and a son of the Duke dlluescar, who was 
prisoner at Barcelona, and is returned from it. I 
doubt not but the Duke de Noailles bas received 
it also. Thèse two indlviduals assert, that the 
capture of Leridahas thrown the enemy into great 
consternation ; that a shot bas beeti fired into the 
carriage of Count d'Orompera, in the evening, 
with the intention of killing the Archduke's Secre- 
tary of State, who was thought to be in it ; that 
this Prince, having commanded Italian plays to 
be performed, the populace had pelted the Win- 
dows with stones ; and, what is still worse, there 
was scarcely any more corn, and that there 
would be none at ail, if they did not procure some 
from Roussillon. I do not think the King would 
be so complaisant towards the Catalonians, uniess 
the same boats which took them this succour 
brought back the Archduke by way of payment; 
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in which case it appears to me, that the bargain 
would.not be a bad one, as it would be cruel to 
let them die of hunger. You, tlien, Madam, who 
are so averse to forming new acquaintances, and 
who only do so from the fear of me, might well 
incur my indignation, if you did not receive this 
Prince' in your room with Mesdames d'Hudicourt, 
de Dangeau and de Saint Geran. I will not, how- 
ever, be responsiblc to you for his not getting 
weary, however good the company he may meet 
with there, unless every one brought him some 
little agnus Dei to build altar pièces, and you had 
large rosaries suspended to your waîsts, for there 
îs no other amusement or dévotion with which 
he is so much affectcd. The King of Portugal 
being, thank God, so like him, I am not astonished 
they are such good friends, and could only wish 
the Duke of Savoy had the samc taste ; our affaîrs 
'wouldthen be more prospérons, but unfortunately, 
their pursuits are différent, and the Duke scarcely 
shows his external dévotion ; for which reason, I 
know not whence the report originated of his 
Royal Highness having become a devotee, nor the 
objects of such reports, of which I hear no more. 
I tliink the Duke of Orléans must, by ihis time, 
hâve arrived in Paris. This letter, Madam, is, I 
think, pretty long for one who thought she had 
nothing to write about, and is a good proof of the 
pleasure I fecl, when I hâve the honour of address- 
ing you : I shall never forget that wliich I en- 
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joyed, when you were pleased to allow me a seat 
near you in your snug corner, nor ail the kind- 
nesses with which you continually honour me. 



LETTER CXV, 



TO THE SA MB. 



Buen Retiro, Oddber Hth, 1708.« 

Indeed/ Madam» we hâve need of patience to 
sustain ourselves, and not be depressed with grief 
at the untoward events which happen at a time 
when least expected. — ^Wewere given to under- 
stand that a position had been taken, so as to pré- 
vaut the enemy from recciving ammunition or 
provisions, and it was said that if this measure had 
been sooner adopted, tlie siège of Lisle would, 
ère this, hâve been raised, yet the army, however 
numerous it may be, has sufTered a convoy of five 
hundred waggons to pass, and furnish the means 
of continuing the siège ! 



* Nine months* correspondcnce of this year, during which the 
interchange of letters hetween Madame de Maîntenon and the 
Prîncess des Ursins was very regular, are mîssîng, as may he ob- 
senred from the letters of the Prîncess, up to the end of November 
of this year.— Ab(c oftht original manu9eript. 
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Count de la Motte was toc weak to impede its 
progress, and he experîenced a check which 
might hâve been avoided» had the reinforcement ' 
which was sent to him arrived sooner ; but it was 
sent off too late, although it might bave been. 
forcseen that convoys would corne on that side. 
Such are the reasonings of men» and not mine, for 
I sliould be very sorry to fall into the same error 
as women do who talk of war. The Chevalier de 
Luxembourg has conducted his march well, and - 
Marshal de Boufflers must hâve given him a 
hearty réception, as it is asserted that he began to 
want powder ; it is to be wished that he may 
liave euough to make such afire as will discourage 
Marlborough from finishing what Prince Eugène 
Iiad commenced, and that belîer measures may be 
adopted in future, which may compel his lordship 
toabandonhisenterprize. Goodheavens! Madam, 
bow much the King is to be pitied, and what a 
source of unhappiness the Duchess of Burgundy 
and you must hâve! The dévotion of this 
Princess exceeds that of ihe generality of 
people ; and although the prayer, which she offers 
^pat night, befoie the holy Sacvament, cannot but 
hevery acceptable to the Ahnighty, since she de- 
prives hcrself of hcr natural rest for this purpose, 
yct I think they would be hcard with compla- 
ceucy, were she to make them by her bed-sidc 
^vith the same fervency, and that he does not re- 
cuire any eftbrts destructive of hcr health, which is 
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80 necessary. I can easily conceive that her days 
are shortened, and that the expectation of it does 
not allow her to go out : she has no other solace 
than that of the conversation of the King, and an 
amiable friend as affectionately attached to her as 
y ou are. I should prefer the court removing to 
Marly, instcad of remaîningat Versailles, because 
it appears to me, that a specics of librrty is found 
there, which alleviatcs grief a little, besides the 
pleasantness ofUhe walks. We hâve nothing 
hère that is amusing, while we hâve to suffer every- 
thing which you sufFer, with still sadder anticipa* 
tions of the future, but we must endeavour to bear 
everything with patience. 

Count de Marsin is of a family, the members 
of which must expect to die of apoplexy, and 
his short neck should prépare him for it. I think 
that Madame de Saint-Geran begins to recover ; 
but I am sorry that she has not yet strength enough 
to return to court ; I am very much so for the 
death of the Count de Fiesque ; M. de Noirmon- 
tier and myself always lovcd him as a brother : 
his conversation was very agrceable, and he was 
an honest man at heart ; my brother has lost in 
him a friend wUom he can never replace, and 
whose services hcrequiredin his présent situation. 
I did not know that Marshal de Noaillcs had 
experienced a relapse, nevcrthcless, you write to 
tell me, that he is so ill as to occasion great unea- 
siness to ail hisfamily, which I fcel as much as they 
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do, because I havc always sîncerely esteemed and 
honoured him, and I know that no person is more 
attached to you than he is, which is an additional 
reason for my being still more anxious for his 
recovery, What would become of his lady if she 
bad the misfortune to lose him ? 

Cardinals d'Estrées and Janson are at an âge 
liable to indispositions ; I wish, at least, that they 
may not be dangerous. 

The Duchess of Orléans has n;>t much to sacri- 
fice in becoming a devotee, except her indolence. 
The virtue she has always possessed, and her 
fiweet disposition, will naturally incline her to 
adopt Ihis mode of life : it is thought she will soon 
hâve the satisfaction of seeing her husband again ; 
it is not known whether his Royal Highness will 
first come to take leave of their Majesties, but I 
know that they would be very ji;lad for hira to 
îisit Madrid iû his way, and that they would feel 
slighted by this Prince, if he departed without 
bidding them adieu, but I cannot think he wilK 
The Duchess de Roquelaure has acted like a 
good mother, in taking charge of the Prince de 
Léon. It is clcar, from the grief of the Duke de 
Roban, that good blood cannot belie itself, and it 
appears to me, that his lady would hâve done 
botter to foUow his example, than to suffer herself 
to be so importuned to see her son. Tbere 
is, as it appears, something a little extraor- 
dinary in the proceedings of ail thèse pcrsons, 
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although, in other respects, they are iiot destitote 
of merit. 



x 

LETTER CXVI. 



TO THE SAME. 



How will the family of de Noaillesbe distracted, 
Madam, in losing so good a father and so honest 
a man as the Marshal was ? — ^It will, I fear, 
render them inconsolable I What a sight it must 
hâve beçn to see him die, in the midst of so many 
persons, who would willingly hâve savcd his life by 
the sacrifice of their own I Whata source of grief to 
you, to witness the departure of so devoted a friend, 
and who was so grateful for your kindnesses I What 
a painful duty for the Cardinal to assist a brother in 
his last moments I and what a cruel affliction for 
the Marshal's Lady and the Duchess de Guiche, to 
see themselves deprived for ever of him whom 
they affectionately loved ! Indeed I canhot ima- 
gine to myself, so melancholy a catastrophe, with- 
out shedding tears. I greatly pity the Duke de 
Noailles, whose goodness of heart I know, and who 
will sensibly feel the loss he has just sustained. 
Howdeservingofpraise the Duchess of Burgundy 
is for everything she doesl Is there any thing 

déficient in her sentiments, which makes her act 
Ijke private individuals» in forgetting her rank» 
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vrhen it is in question, to give proofs of her friend- 
ship to those whom she honours with her good 
opinion. This great Princess, by such engaging 
nianners, will gain ail hearts, which will be a 
source of satisfaction to you, for I am persuaded 
she will attribute to y ou a great share of the 
approbation she may reçoive, when she thinks of 
evërything, great, good, and christian-like with 
which you hâve inspired her mind ; but I also 
belieye, that your modesty will prevent you from 
receiving any of it, on your own account. You 
makc me tremble by the information, that you 
hâve a slow fever, and tliat you fall away; I 
flattered myself that your hcalth, notwithstanding 
ail your chagrin, was not so bad as usual, and I • 
hoped that it would be completely re-established, 
if the siège of Lisle was raised ; but, unfortunately, 
you tell me the reverse, which îs tome a ne w source 
of cruel uneasiness, for indeed I hâve so firmly 
attached myself to you, that I sufFer sensibly 
from whatever may cause you any pain. If it is 
certain that the enemy hâve been repulsed in 
their last attacks, as it is asserted, they may 
probably be discouraged, especially as their sol- 
dicrs are vcry much fatigued, and their army 
gfcatly diminishcd ; in that case, ail the aflairs 
^f l'ianders would assume a différent aspect; 
the Duke of Burgundy would go and dry up the 
tearsof his lady, and restore to you some tranquil- 
lity. AU this appears vêry possible, axvd "w^ 
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must refrain from despondency^ ûhce there are so 
tnany instances of things, wbich were thooght to 
be at the worst» becoming again the best in a 
moment. It is fortunate tbat Marshal de Bôufli^r8 
is satisfied with bis officers» concord being so 
necessary for the good of the service. The admi* 
ration of this gênerai is not less in our court 
than in yours, and his merit cannot be too much 
extoUed ; it élevâtes him far above the weaknesses 
of the greatest part of other men, and which we 
expérience on our side so frequently. .IIow un« 
fortunatc it is for kingsnot to bc able to do every- 
thing thcmselves ! Ilis Majesty being bctrayed 
by several of his subjects, on whom he had 
relied as being the most loyal, had showered upon 
them favours and honours, witness the brother of 
Countde Xifuentes, whom hehad just made agran- 
dee in Sardinia, and who went over to the Arch- 
duke, without any other motive than that of com- 
mitting an infamous action. The govemor of Port 
Mahon is little botter, since he lost so important 
a post either by cowardice or treason ; but he came 
nevertheless to Carthagena, with as careless an 
air as if he expected to be well rcceivcd in Spain. 
What adds still more to our afflictions is, that M. de 
la Jouquiére, with tlic battalion which he com« 
mandcd, has, together with our poor Frcnchmen, 
been basely treated by tlie enemy, they having 
brokcn the capitulation which he made with them, 
and which the ambassador will send to the King; it 
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iB an extraordînary affair, and ought to be well 
looked into. The Duke de Noailles, vrho vras 
«tpprehensive for this place, despatched a courier 
h.^re with the information that the fleet was about 
to attack it, and I cannot help saying that his 
a^t^tention and foresight are really admirable for 
bis âge. The King and Queen highly distinguish 
s^nd esteem him, as a valuable friend. I revert again. 
to the loss of Port Mahon, which is of great con- 
séquence for our two Kings, because it^ill expose 
tbe trade by sea, and alarm our coasts. I hâve 
already dwelt too much upon tliis afflicting 
subject, but there is no possibility of introducing 
^heerfulness into the correspond ence which I 
bave with you, unless Providence puts forth an 
^sîsting hand ; meanwhile, I do not fail to find 
^^Uef from what I write to you, being persuaded 
tbat I unbosom myself to the sincerest friend I 
bave, and to whom I am mostdevoted. 



LETTER CXVII. 



TO THE SAME. 



Buen Retiro, October 29th, 1708. 

Permit me» Madam, to tell you, that I do not 
comprehend why you think Lisle will be lost, 
ifitis truethatM. de Marlborough wants pro- 
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Tisions, which is probable from ihe steps he bas 
taken to secure the passing of the convoy, which 
he bas nôt been able to effect, and that the Duke 
of Burgundy adopts every measure that ought to 

• 

be taken, of which there can be no doubt, to 
frustrate the enemy's designs; the above is ail 
that I shall observé upon this subject. The 
King of Spain speaks of nothing else, at which 
I am not surprised, for he is sufficiently interested 
in it, and he always flatters himself that the 
large army which his brother commands, will 
ultimately obtain advantages over one that b so 
much diminished, and which must be greatly 
exhausted. His Majesty, who fears nothing, 
always thinks that bold actions should be at- 
tempted, and that they are oftener crowned with 
success than a more cautions System. This 
Prince, from what is said, has a. great talent for 
war, and reasons upon it as justly as if he had 
more expérience. Prince Eugène has extricated 
himself with little loss : it appears to me, that 
neither he nor Marlborough fall asleëp, and that 
they do not fear us so much as I could wish. 
The death of the Countess de Soissons will not, 
I think, be regretted by many persons; but I 
thihk, however, that the lady of the Constable 
Colonna, will feel it as much as she is capable of 
doing, for I saw while at Barcelona that she liked 
her very much, but she may hâve altered her mind 
on removing to another country. I shall inform 
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you, since you order me, of what you wish to know 
respecting the Duke of Orléans, but it will not be 
bythis post, because it is necessary to see the 
answers, which his Royal Highness will give to 
their Catholic Majesties, as well as myself, in or- 
der the better to afford you information : I can say 
beforehand, that his Royal Highness lias reason 
to be satisfied with ail my proceedings, having 
endeavoured only to gratify him, and to show 
bim roy respectful attachment. The King and 
Queen, on their side, hâve done ail in their power 
to give hini proofs of their fricndship and gra- 
titude. It would be lamentable, after ail this, 
to imagine that he had cause for dissatisfaction. 
The life which the Elector passes at Compiegne 
^'ould be more agreeable, than that which our 
Princes lead, if he could hâve his mind sufficiently 
at ease on afFairs which so peculiarly interest him ; 
but I doubt whether he relishes very tranquilly 
the pleasures of the chase, and whether he again 
finds in Madame d'Arco the same faculty of 
amusing him, which he formerly enjoyed. It is, 
howcver, asserted tlmthis Royal Highness ahvays 
continues his confidence in those ladics to whom 
^^ bas once givcn it. l bave bcen told that the 
Chevalier de Bavaria is very handsome. 

The Prince de Vaudemont bas acquainted me 
^^ith the dangcrous illncss of his lady, and that 
the physicians assurcd him it has relieved her . 
from several bad humours, and tliat her life will be 
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proloDged many years. The Duchess d'Elboraf 
is about to visit a very prudent and estimable 
daughter, a widow, young and beautiful as this 
Princess; her good conduct is hitherto worthy 
of praise, and I think she would know how to 
act in future, although her mother should not 
give her any advice. I think that the pension 
which the King of S pain has allowed her will be 
oùt of the best securities there are, and I assure 
you that I use every effort in her behalf. Nothing 
appears to me better than the Duchess of Bur- 
gundy's answcr to Monseigneur, in your rooni, 
Avhen she said that she was in a tremor lest the 
Duke of Burgundy should march against the 
enemy, and with the fear lest he should not; but 
what delights me still more is, that the Princess 
is not aware of ail the value of this observation, 
for it would be diminished if she had maturely 
premeditated it ; as it is much better proceeding 
from the heart, than the head. I received the 
Queen of England's letter, which you did me the 
honour to forward ; but it is not of récent date, 
that I hâve been accustomed to receive proofs of 
her extrême kindness, and I should be too happy 
if I could deserve to be honoured by her in future, 
by a still more difficult proof than that which I hâve 
just now given of my faithful and respcctfui 
attachraent. lier Majesty will ahvays find me 
sincère and without disguise, as I shall be with 
you, for it would be impossible not to tell you 
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andidly my ihoughts, although they should even 

to my disadvantage ; after this frank avowal» 

sshould I not be in the right to reproach you for 

"Che question you ask me, with a very serious air, 

Tespecting the ennui which*your letters occasion ? 

In whatever style they are written, they can only 

be honourable and valuable to me, and I find a 

species of consolation, or rather a pleasing melan* 

choly, even in your most gloomy expressions: 

they added to my joy formerly, full of sportive- 

ness and délicate raillery, which is your forte, 

alone; in fine, ail is good belonging to them; 

continue then to honour me with them as you 

hâve hitherto donc. 



LETTER CXVIIL 



TO THE SA ME. 



Madrid, November 4th, 1708. 

I DO not know, Madam, how to ansv^er what 
you do me the honour of writing to me, sihce ail 
appears to me incompréhensible, as much on 
account of the defence made by Marshal de Bouf- 
flers, as because the enemy's convoy was not 
prevented from passing. 1 could not, perhaps. 
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preheoiioii ; I hid better, therefore, be sileat ind 
keep to mysèlf the mortal chagrin of seemg that 
we are lonng oorselTei in a conjnnctiure which 
wonld natnrally change everything in our fiiyour» 
if we hnewhow to profit by it: this is» in truth, 
a very cruel case. The King's letten to his 
ambassador do not alleviate our sufferings, as you 
may conceive ; he will render an account to his 
Majesty of ihe feçlings of the King and Queeu, 
which are as ihey ought to be on such an occasion i 
therefore I hâve nothing more to add, except that 
their Majesties will never suffer themselves to be 
depressed by bad fortune, and that they will always 
bave the fortitude to sustain it, without apprehend- 
ing any thing unworthy of their descent. Nothing 
appears to me nobler and more correct than your 
manner of thinking, to tell the most unpleasant 
truths in private* to our sovereigns, and to 
. défend their conduct and interests to the iast in 
public : this is the way, in which they ought to 
be loved, but it is rarely the case, and if it were 
less so, the generality of princes would be better 
served than they are, and would not commit the 
mistakes which they oflcn do. Marshal de Villcroi 
is truly unfortunate in having lest his wifc, who 
was a very sensible woman, and might hâve con- 
soled him in his misfortuncs. You hâve no dif- 
ficulty in persuading me, that you feel it, kind 
and gênerons as I know you to be ; it will not be 
80 easy for you to make me believe, that he no 

VOL« XII. K 
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Ic^Yiger considers you ai his friend. He must bave 

^^ry much altered since the conversations he had 

^^v^îth M. d'Aubîgny at Paris, for I protest toyoù 

^T^e Marshal said the same that I thmk of you ; 

^^ving repeated to him, several times, that he 

^€ver knew a woman who had so much intellect, 

^prightness, accomplishments, nobleness, and 

goodness as yourself. 

I am very sorry for the situation of the Countess * 
de Beuvron ; I was under essential obligations to 
her» of which I shall speak to you more at large 
at another opportunity. 

Do not you thînk, Madam, that you will hâve 
too many Queens in France, if the Queen of 
Poland is going to fix at Tours ? When I was at 
Rome, there was no probability of her taking that 
step ; although she was not her own mistrcss, sho 
kept a numcrous court, and it ftppears to me, that 
unless she had takcn the resolution of absolutely 
shutting hcrself up in a convent, it would suit 
her better than the court which the shopkeepers 
will pay to her in the city she has chosen for 
her résidence, unless she still thinks herself 
Mademoiselle d'Arquien. His Majesty sometimes 
does me the honour of writing to me, and cnclos- 
ing me his Icttcrs to thcir Catholic Majcslics. 
Encloscd is another Ictter for the Duke de Nooilles, 
which I very humbly beg you to forward. I am 
more and more confirmed in tlie good opinion 
which I entertain of the Duke, because I di 
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tu him tke capacité and prudence of one who haa 
ikilfblly managed varioui affUn, and thtt vivacity 
and sprightliness so requisite for agreeable conver- 
sation. If I can be of any serrice to the lria& lady 
wbom you honoar with your protection, I will 
neglect no opportunîty of promoUng her wîshes. 
I would do more difficult thîngs tp convince you of 
my respectful attachment. 



LETTER CXIX. 

TO THE lAUE. 

Htdrid. NoTonbef ISth. 1708. 
Thi capture of Lisie, Madam, bas not failed to 
astonish this court, although Menbal de Boufflers 
defended it bo long, end was so hard pressed. 
because we always flattered ourselves tbat tbe 
enemy would waut provisions, or that our anny 
would compel them t%i raise a siège, which was 
carryîng.on in theîr présence. God bas been 
plcased to order otherwise, and be bas permitted 
divisions amdngst our gênerais, to prevent tbera 
from adopting good measures till it was too late ; 
onc cannot liclp saying that it is a hcart>breaking 
event, and that one can no longer distingulsb in 
it tbe character of our nation, so différent from 
what it was formerly t Glory was then the in- 
centive to action^ whereas, at the présent day, it 
N 2 
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scareely seems susceptible of that sentiment, and 
aspires to nothing more than an indolent existence, 
cr the enjoyment of pleasures very much opposed 
to its duty. Count Berjeyeck thinks that if good 
measures were adopted, we might yet conclude 
the campaign fortunately, but everythiug dépends 
on this. It is not conceived hère that Marshal 
de Berwick advises that the enemy should be 
bought ofT, afler the conquest they hâve so audaci- 
ously made. Every one who knows Flanders, 
wishes to persuade me, that they cannot keep 
Lisie, and that we can prevent them from retaking 
Bruges and Ghent, but it is not for me to décide, 
whether they are right ; however, without blaming 
any one, I know that we are very unfortunate. 
The King and Queen are much grieved at ail thèse 
cruel events, and fear lest they niay be the forerun- 
ncrs of still grcatcr misfortunes. M. de Chamil- 
lardas intended journey to Flanders, from what 
they hâve heard, redoubles their anxiety> know- 
ing, as they do, that this minister would wish for 
peace upon any terms, and it is said that every 
one is dreadfully cast down, and will no longer 
h'ear of the continuance of the war. The only 
hope of their Majesties, is in the elevated mind of 
the King and his affection. The letter which he 
wrote last post to the King, his grandsoii, affords 
him encouragement, because he observes that the 
affairof Liste will retard peace, and that both ought 
to make fresh efforts to continue the war, and 
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consolidate the throne of Spain. His Ch 
Majesty can hâve no suspicion of the sic 
of thèse observations» nor that the Kmg 
wish to amuse him by such means, in oi 
make a treaty like that of Milan, which, a 
know» Madam, was made without his kno^ 
I leave y ou to judge of the very awkward pr 
ment in which their Majesties are placée 
whether the Qucen's pregnancy is auspici* 
such a conjuncture as the présent. I couh 
to conceal from you a part of my chagrin, 
ftggravate yours, but there is no possibility of 
it, not thinking it right to conceal any thii 
am very sorry for ail that our Princess suffe 
although: distant from her, I think I pc 
whatever torments her, and I admire herth< 
for it. I could wish the Duke of Burgun 
escape beiog censured cither for his dévot 
his confessor : it would appear to me, tli 
real piety of a prince ought to be out 
reach of scruples, and the Duke knows his n 
suffîciently well to conduct himself witho 
advice of his director, in the affairs of war, 
.are not in the province of priests, when it i 
as the one now carrying on. Far-fetched : 
is more likely to disgust a soldier, than to n 
couvert of him, and I will not deny, that th< 
reports which prevail at Paris on this si 
make .a still greater impression hère, wli 
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attended with a bad cffect. I do my utmost to 
obtain more justice for thc Dake of Burgundy, 

The Queen will not write to you this post/ 
1>eing too much out of humour, and her Majesty 
"would be afraid of aggravating your afflictions ; 
she relies firmly on your friendship, and it is im- 
possible for her to entertain more regard for any 
-one than she does for you. As to myself, know- 
ing my sentiments so well, it is superfluous to 
tell you how much I am devoted to you. 

P.S. We know not as yet whether the Duke 
of Orléans will take Madrid in bis way to France. 
Sincc you order me to tell you, upon what terms 
his Royal Highness is with their Majcsties, or 
those upon which we are with him, I thought I 
could^not do better, by way of explaining them, 
than sending you the enclosed mémorial, drawn 
up by M. Amelot, and read by him to the King ; 
who bas approved the whole of it, remcmbering 
ail its contents, and saying that it containcd the 
truth and required no altération. His Majesty 
is truth itself, and may be believed upon his word. 
In other respects, I can assure you that the King, 
the Queen, the ambassador and myself, hâve 
nothing whatever to reproach ourselves with on 
his account. He has received, both in public 
and private, ail the praise that is his due, and 
evcry means of pleasing him has been studied. 
You know what I hâve written to you conceming 
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him, with respect to tho interviews I hare hac 
with him, and tlio iiicUnation I fcci to oblige him 
iii what I kncw were his wislics. l took tht 
liberty of intîmating; to him, when lie was a 
Madrid, and sincc lie joincd tlie army, what ap 
pcarcd to me proper for him to know, and I hav» 
neglected no opportunity of sliowiug him my trui 
and sincère attachment. If, after such conduct 
I had not thc honour of obtaining his favourabl' 
opinion, it would be indeed my misfortune, bu 
I must not omit adding, that he approved of mj 
frankness towards him, for which he was oftei 
pleased to thank me, and I hâve his letters te 
prove it; wliich I will send you, if you wish it 
It is said, that the grcatcr part of his domestic 
are tired of this country, and tliat as thcy wisl 
him to live long, bcing so good a master, the; 
would prefer sceing him at the Palais Royal, o 
the opcra, than in dangers to which his Roya 
Highness so freely exposes himself. I am jus 
informed that he will be hère on the I5th instani 
and several relays of horses are preparing to mee 
him twenty-two Icagues from tiiîs, whicTi h 
purposes to beoae day's journey. 
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LETTER CXX. 



TO THE 8AME 
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'*• 



Madrid, November 19th, 1708. 

The Duke of Orléans arrived hère on Thursday 
last. l was in some uneertainty respecting this 
joumey, because we had heard that hîs Royal 
Highness was goîng direct to Paris, without 
coming to Madrid, and I was quite sorry for it, 
because it. was neither good for himself, their 
Catholic Majesties, nor their service. As this 
Prince does me the justice to believe, that I hâve 
it as much at heart as I ought to hâve, and that 
I hâve the honour of being attached to his person, 
he had the goodness to empower M. de Basons to 
speak to me, as from himself, assigning the reasons 
which rendered him uncertain as to taking leave 
of the King and Queen, or going to France with- 
out doing so. His reasons jsurprised me much, 
and as they had no foundation, it was easy to 
réfute them ; I therefore instantly begged M. de 
Besons* assistance, to détermine this Prince by 
his représentations to visit our court in his way 
to France. The cause of ail this shyness was 
his having received an intimation, of its having 
been reported at Paris, that he had had a violent 
quarrel with the King of Spain, because he wished 
to make love to the Queen. I believe nothing 
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wasever more destitute of traith than tfaeabore 
maliciout report, for this Prince had neither the 
désire, or gave the least ïppearance of it. He 
must hâve very mischievous enemies, and we 
bùght to be very mnch upôn our guard, m futore» 
àgainst what inay be said in disparagement of his 
Royal HighnesSy since, in order to injure him, 
this complète romance has been invented; he 
has àlways behaved to the Queen with proper 
respect, and which she obtains by her modest, 
and at the same time commanding demeanour. 
The King, as well as myself, are usually in her 
room when the Prince pays his visits, and he 
converses with their Majestics somctimes on busi- 
ness, sometimes on agreeable trifles, and always 
with à modesty and politeness every way worthy 
of his station. Their Majestics are very glad to 
see him, and it appears to me that the satisfac- 
tion is mutual. Such, Madam, is a very faithful 
account of this matter; which will enable you to 
judge to what lengths wickedness can go. I 
think the Prince will leavc us towards the end of 
the week, after arranging a plan for the next 
campaign, and seeing himself that nothing is 
wanting for his satisfaction, and which may 
enable him to continue gathering laurels over the 
cnemy, and happily terminate the Spanish part 
of the contest. I wish there was as much unani- 
mity amongst the gênerais in Flanders as there 
is at this court, things would certainly go on 
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better. The Duchess of Burgundy hat apolo- 
gized for you to tbe Queen, in conséquence of 
your not writing, which was owing to a violent 
coldandbad eyes. Though there is no danger 
in thèse complainte, they are nevertheless very 
troublesomé; I hope I shall hear by the next 
post that you are rid of them, when I shall also 
be of the uiieasiness they cause me. The mo- 
ments are sure to appear long till then, as nothing 
is more désirable than the préservation of one, 
for Mrhom I bave such afiectionate and respectful 
attachment. 



LETTER CXXI. 

TO THE SA ME. 

Madrid,Nov.20ih, 1708. 

As I was in pain about yyur health, because 
the Duchess of Burgundy had written to thë 
Queen that you had a violent cold and inflamed 
cyes, I was very much relieved on leaming, by 
your letter of the 11 th instant, that you were 
better. However melancholy you may be, I 
olways like to read what cornes from you, and it 
is a comfort to know that you wish their Catho- 
lic Majesties tobeas happy as they deserve to be. 
I am not surprised at the King being so much 
afiectcd at so iine a conqucst as that of Lisic, 
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being lost in tight of so powerfîil an anny, and 
which he had ordered several times to anocoiir iU ' 
in order to keep his word with Manhal de. Bouf- 
fiers, to whom he had made this promise. It is 
impossible to know this great Prince» and the 
* élévation of his mind» not to believe that he sen* ' 
sibly feels the disobedience to his orders» and it 
is only his fortitude and submission to the will 
of Providence, Mrhich can support him under such 
an event. In saying that you dare not utter what 
you fear in such *a crisis, it is intimating more 
than enough to freeze my heart. But do they 
maturely think with you of the possible consé- 
quence of violent décisions? Are they not aware 
of their frightful nature, and would they be so 
depravedas to shut their eyes against seeing or 
endeavouring to prevent them? No, Madam, 
that is impossible, and I never should pardon 
myself if I committed such an error. The Duke 
of Orléans, who lefl us this moming, will sift this 
matter to the bottom with the King, and it cannot 
enter into his mind, whatever may be the rage 
for peace, that it should be purchased so dearly 
as by the ruin of France. The misunderstanding 
between the Duke de Vendôme, and Marshal de 
Berwick, is a very unhappy circumstance, and I 
should not présume, at such a distance, to say 
what I think upon this subject ; but I cannot help 
çonfiding to you, that princes who are recom- 
mcnded to be subordinate gênerai», eut a very 
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torry figure» nnce they bear the blâme ef misfi^r* 
tunes» ^thout having the merit of success attri'» 
buted to thém. I hâve seen the same thing hap« 
pen in this country, and it is certain tbat they 
cause great embarrassments wlien they are not the 
masters of their own actions. 

I think that the Duke of Orléans goes away 
pcrfcctly satisficd: ho has himsclf seen, that 
important objccts are only to be attained by a 
patience and zcal not possessed by every one. 
Their Catholic Majesties and hi's Royal Highness 
embraced each other affectionately, and I am also 
convinced that the latter honours me with his 
fricndship, at least as far as assurances go. The 
Quccn is very wcll ; our littlc Prince has eut 
anothcr tooth, and it is thought he is about having 
two or three more. The King of Spain was 
informed yesterday that a tower of some import- 
ance for the préservation of Tortosa, had been 
surprised. The Moors having experienced a 
vigorous repuise at Ceuta, and the commander 
of the place having sprung some mines, which 
killed a'prodigious number of thèse unfortunate 
beings ; it is also stated that the gréatest part of 
the Works which had been taken from us were 
re-captured, and that if we had been a little 
Btronger in cavalry, they would hâve been com- 
pelled to raise this long siège. The Prince of 
the Caimaquites» under the name of the Chevalier 
Tartare, who was so wcll instructed by the late 
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M* de Meaiut in the tnidit of oor ni&fpaip did 
his duty extremely weU. Happy b be» Madam» 
who has a perfect sensé of it» and who-is always 
guided by its dictâtes I It is this wbicb I believe» 
Madam, supports you in the midst of ail you,t 
sufTerings. 



LETTER CXXII. 



TO TRB SAMB. 



Madrid» Deoember 2dt 170S. 

SiNCE you think, M adam, that the citadel of 
Lisle will expérience the same fate as the town^ 
although Marshal de Boufflers does not défend it 
less courageously, there is nothing to be added, 
except that I cannot comprehend the reason of 
such a circumstancci for it cannot enter into my 
conception that our army will look on to see every- 
thing lost» and sufTer the passage of ail sorts of 
warlike stores and provisions, unless there be 
somethiDg mysterious in it, or that God is pleased 
to blind every oue. Nothing appears to me more 
cruel, than to hâve concealed the truth from the 
King during the whole of the campaign, whîch, 
you say is the fact, becauf^e his Majesty, from the 
uncertain position in which he was placed, could 
not give his orders with the same précision as he 
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would have donc» had he been able to see where 
tbe mismanagement originated. It is to be boped 
that M. de Vendôme, being at length without a 
rival, wiU redouble bis exertions to remedy tbe 
past, and tbat the Duke of Burgundy, now that 
heis unattendedby Marsbal de Berwick, who is 
always opposed in sentiment to M. de Vendôme, 
will find himself at greater liberty, and bis mind 
more at ease. Is it true that this Prince having 
had such a severe attack of the goût as to be 
visited by every one, even to the King of England, 
M. de Berwick carried bis resentment so far as 
not to follow the example ? I think bis enemies 
circulate this report, to make it be believed that 
he is a mère de votée and not a real Christian. 

The Duke of Orléans will represent to the 
King ail the dreadfui misfortunes, which would 
probably happen to Frauce as well as S pain, if 
their Catholic Majesties are abandoned. The 
reasons which bis Royal Highness will alledge, 
are so well founded and so strong, that I bave 
no doubt of their influence upon the King's mind 
and heart. I conjure you to recall to mind the 
past, when you were told that ail would be lost, 
îf peace was not made by the sacrifice of the 
King of Spain, that there was a scarcity of money, 
and that everything was going to ruin. Four 
years, however, have elapsed since this took 
place, and you have had formidable armies, 
which bave not been visited by famine. Had it 
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notbeenforthe'fortitiide of the King^-in ranst- 
ing such pemicioQs counsels» and your sincère 
attachment to his glory, the league would hare 
given us the law, and we should hâve been 
humbled to such a degfee by it, as to lose the . 
finest jewels of the crown. l am very glad that 
you hâve seen Marshal de Villeroi,. and that 
you are better satisfied with him^ from hb con- 
fidence and friendship for you, at which I am not 
surprised, as I wrote to you that I knew the 
real estcem ho had for you, and that no person 
was better qualified than himself to appreciate 
your virtues and great worth. He could not 
help speaking of them to M. d'Aubigny; his 
doing justice to your merits, and being a very 
honest man, is not the only good quality he pos- 
sesses, since he adds that of being sincerely at* 
tached to the King's pejrson and the good of the 
State. 

The sensibility evinced by the Duchess of 
Burgundy, at once afflicts and charms me ; a 
sensation which you may easily conceive, in a 
servant like me, who is not I think less attached 
to her than yourself. If you cannot tell me 
something more about her, you will doubtless 
wish me to fancy ail that you would hâve . the 
goodness to tell me, if I had a personal inter- 
view with you in the dark room at Marly ; and 
although I might hâve the fever it would . not 
prevent me from enjoying the pleasure of finding 
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myself in company wîth one whom I most honour 
upon earth. 



LETTER CXXIII- 



TO THE 8AME. 



Madrid» December Gth, 1708. 

Thb Marquis de Santa Cruz, a Spanish grandee 
and a loyal subject, bas arrived from Alicant^ 
witb the news of the capture of tbat city, after a 
siège of only tbree days from the trenches being 
opened, and with a trifling loss. The Chevalier 
d'Asfeld, who bas conducted this siège very ably, 
will satisfy bimself with blockading the castle, 
because of its too strong position, which would 
render success against it doubtful, and asserting 
tbat it will fall of itself, it being impossible for 
the garrison to receive succour either by land or 
sea. The people testified great joy at the event, 
and ail the grandees eagerly hastened to the 
palace to show their exultation. This capture 
and tbat of Dénia, complètes the subjection of the 
kingdom of Valencia. 

The Kiug sends a courier on purpose to the 
Duke of Alba, in order tbat he may inform bis 
Majesty of this agreeable news. I doubt not, 
Madam» but it will give you as jnucb pleasure .as 
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it does to U8 hère» and we hâve now only to pren 
the Archduke more closely in that part <tf Cata* 
lonia which he still occupiea. In order to ac- 
complish this objcct» the Duke de Noailles will 
contributq much to it, if he is provided with the 
means ; and in truth nothing is of greater con*. 
séquence than to finish the war in thèse parts» 
that we may afterwards be enabled to make a suit* 
able pcace» which is no difficult task» provided 
you exert yourselves ever so litUe ou your side. 
Would to God this had taken place sooner I we 
should not be in our présent predicament, while 
we might enjoy that tranquillity to which we 
aspire, but which we never can hâve reason to 
expect, if we do not save our honour. 



LETTER CXXIV. 



TO THb SAME. 



■ . Madrid, Deoember Oth» 17M. 

Althouoh I did my self the honour of writing 
to you, a few days ago, by a courier whom the 
Kingdespatched to the Duke of Alba, I do so to-day» 
because I hâve since received your letter of the 
25th ultimo, which fills me with the mo&t grateful 
émotions, for ail the kindness and confidence with 
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which you iiave been pleased to address me. The 
subjects upon which you hâve touched, with so 
much delicacy and truth, hâve but too well satis* , 
fied my curiosity, and I shall not enter with you, 
Madam, into unnecessary détails ; but I hâve the 
honour to tell you that you make me more than 
cver admire the magnanimity and fortitude of the 
King, and pily him for his orders being so badly 
executedby persons who are, nevertheless, neither 
déficient in merit or good intentions. Tt would 
be, in truth, an irrésistible fatal ity, if we did not 
reflcct that ail this is the will of God. It is, doubt- 
less, from such considérations that you are enabled 
to sustain présent misfortunes, and bear the ap- 
préhension of future evils, and I could sincerely 
wish to be uble to foHow your example. You 
afford me, howevér, a ray of hope by the informa- 
tion that the Duke of Bavaria has made an 
attempt upon Brussels, and that the Duke de 
Vendôme wishes to force the lines of Prince Eu- 
gene*s position, to which tiie King immediately 
consentcd. This second attempt if ably exe- 
cuted, v/ould amply compensate ail the successes 
obtained ovcr us by the encmy, nnd might be 
attended with more advantageons results than we 
could hâve presumed to hope for at the beginning 
of the campaign. The capture of Brussels would 
also be a very important blow ; but I fear lest 
thèse two attempts hâve not been crowned with the 
Buccess which we wish for, sirce nothing has as yet 
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transpired to that effect» and it appears to me» 
that we should be in possession of the news be- 
fore now, if the resuit had been favourable. 

When the cities of Ghent and Bruges re- 
turned to their duty, it was considered as a cir- 
cumstance of great moment, ând the Count de 
Bergeycck was ahvays for prescrving them, but 
I see that Marshal de Berwick is of a différent 
opinion. It is not the first time that they hâve 
differed in their views, and one cannot yet décide 
who is in the rii;ht. Each mav hâve more or less 
capacious plans, of more easy or diilicult éxecu- 
tion, and prudent characters are generally governed 
in their measures by circumstances, when fortune 
does not seem to smile upon them ; however, 
nothing is so vexing, pr more lamentable, than the 
diversity of opinions upon affairs of such consé- 
quence, and it is easy to imagine the example set 
by M. de Vendôme and M. de Berwick is the 
cause of ail that has taken place. We, therefore, 
may well rejoice that they are separated. The 
insolent censures cast upon a prince so respec- 
table as the Duke of Burgundy, would on several 
accounts deserve exemplary chastisement, and 
nothing appears to me more dangerous than court 
cabals, when they vent their venom against sove- 
reigns. If persons composing them had a real 
zeal for the welfare of the state and the King, 
they would warn him of what they believe to be 
inimical to his service, in a bold but respectful 

o 2 
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manner» and support in public* whatever could 
promote bis glory, instead of censurinj^ ail bis 
mcasurcs without knowing the reasons hc bad for 
adopting them. How is it, Madam, when thc 
question at issue is about a king they wisb to de- 
throne, anotbei whose power they wisb to under- 
mine, in short, the most momentous objccts on 
earth, tbat they sbould bring M. de Cambrai^ the 
jesuits» the free thinkers, .and the Jansenists into 
thc dispute î It would bo much botter to think 
only of thc war, conqucring the enemy» and in 
so doing obey the will of God in 8U])porting so 
just a cause. I think the Duchess of Burgundy 
must be of roy opinion, and that she bears impa- 
tiently the injustice donc to the.Diikeherhusband. 
You may exercise your own discrétion, with re- 
spect to showing thc King the mémorial concern- 
îng the proccedings with thc Duke of Orléans. I 
could wish this Prince showcd as much firmness 
to his servants, as he does at the head of the army , 
they would not Ihen run the risk of telling him 
storics, which it would be bctter for his Royal 
Highncss not to listcn to, nor would they be so 
wcll acquainted with his sentiments as they are; 
from his want of prudence in speaking in their 
présence, which they often publish, contrary 
to thc wishes of their master; for, possessing 
his sensé and goodness, I know that lie repents 
wheu certain expressions hâve escapcd him, which 
he acknowlcdges arc unscasonable. I beg of you, 
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however, whatever protestatioiis he mayhaTe made 
to their Catholic Majesties, the ambassador and 
myself, to be satisfied with him, to watcb in some 
measure his proceedings» and to do me the honour 
of informing me, whether I continue to possess 
some share in the friendship which he frequently 
prôfessed he had for me» and which I certainly 
wish to merit. So long as I know that the Duke 
of Savoy's conduct makes the two Princesses» 
his daughters, unhappy, I shall entertain doubts 
of his dévotion*. It is, however, certain that his 
Royal Highncss lives upon much better terms 
with his mother at présent, than he has done 
since the Portuguese marriage has been broken 
ofT; at which Madame Royal testified her joy to 
the Queen, which was more livcly, she said, be- 
cause he shows the Duchess of Savoy great 
friendship. Thèse are good beginnings, but not 
enough. I wish you, M adam, to hâve cause for 
tranquillity, and that you may not always hâve 
occasion to summon your virtue to your aid» to 
enable you to bear up against so much suffering 
as you hâve experienced for many years ; if that 
should take place, I shall hâve reason to be well 
satisfied with myself. 
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LETTER CXXV. 



TO TH£ 8AM£. 



Madrid» December I7\\if 1706. 

I KNow not, Madam» what purppse it can 
answer to invent such fables as the one I had the 
lionour of sending you respcctingp the Queen of 
Spain and the Duke of Orléans ; they are so vulgar 
and so untrue» that they must cover those who 
circulate them with shame ; but I am nevertheless 
astonished» that they hâve not endeavoured to get 
them conveyed to the King and the Duchess of 
Burgundy, for probably their object was ma- 
àîgnant. I imagine that it must be some wretch 
of a servant to his Royal Highness, who was 
afraid of returning to Madrid, or some other 
person, who wîshed to see the Prince in France, 
and who thought of this fine expédient, to 
make him go there direct, without coming to 
takc leave of thcir Catholic Majesties. Two or 
three persons-, however, hâve been mentioned to 
me, as having circulated this report at Versailles ; 
but I think it is bctter to drop it, than to revive 
the subject again by naming them. Notliing can 
bc more ridiculous than this gossipping, which 
will, however, I apprehend, be repeated. How 
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ihuch better to occupy our mindi with other 
thia^, sincQ we hâve but too many ofiraport&nce 
whîch ought to engross ail our attention. The 

end of thia camp-' — 1 to me still more 

ïurpnsm,!^ tlian ali ii îcedcd it, and what 

you bave done me ttie >f stating conld not 

hâve been expected. rtaiu tliat we must 

bclicve onrscivcs Chrism not to glve way to 
dcspair, on scpIui; cver; which tlio cnemy 

has bcL-n suffcred to do wiinuut meeting any ob—«. 
Btacle. IIow much our kings aud princesses ar^ 
to be pitied, on seeing thcm'sclvcs exposed to s*^ 
many déplorable events, and such grievous coqs(*^ 
quences for tbe future, by a tîssue of crrors, whitr-^ 
they might havo avoided, or at Icast remedie^^ 
and Marshal de DoufBers extricated from ^rj/. 
glorious périls, by rettcving him, or prevent^Tj. 
the enemy from receiving supplies. Since wq 
hâve yet more than a hnndred tbousand men, ipe 
must notloseailhope. Vou console me whenyotm 
say, that the next campalgn niu^t assume a nev^ 
aspect, and that no préparation is to be neglccte^s 
this winter, which is worlhy of tlie Kîng's courag— 
and fortitudo. llis conduct is, indccd, admirable^ 
and entitics him to a daily increasins; esteem 
but I differ from you as to its strengthening m— * 
rcspcciful attachmcnt fur him, bccause I alrea^K 
fccl that I am M^holly dcvotcd to Iiis Majcsty, àtraû 
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A>r smything, it ought not to be at your health 

beîtig better, but at the indifférence which you 

cvînce for the continuance of your life. Hâve 

yoxi forgotten that it is your duty to préserve it, 

fbt* those to whom it is as useful as it is agreeable, 

amd who are deeply interested for you. Cease, 

th^n, I conjure you, to indulge such improper 

th.c> nghts, or do not take it amiss, if I make use 

of xbe harshcst tcrms of reproach for your ingrati- 

tuclc; but lam incapable of cniploying any such, 

^^'ï^cre you arc couccrncd, and my rcspectful 

ûtt:5ichincnt to you can only cease witli existence. 

X^.S. As I believe that the King of Spain and 

th^ ambassador înform his Majesty, that Count 

^^ Staremberg, with five thousand raen and several 

"^^cdies of miquelets, endeavoured to surprise 

T^>Ttosa, but without success, I shall abstain 

"Om givingyou the particulars, and only obser>'e, 

^'^5xtwe owc the good fortune of preserving this 

^*> portant place to the great valour of the French 

^^^ Spanish troops composing its garrison, 

^■^tiliough not numerous. The enemy lost more 

^■^Qn five hundred mcn, in killcd and wounded, 

^^d we about sixty. This would hâve been a 

^^ Vious loss, and which had cost the Duke of Or- 

*^î\ns so many glorious efforts to obtain, had it 

*^^cn takcn by surprise, The Catalonians cal- 

^vxlatcd wilh great certainty on the success of 

^^ïcattack. 
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LETTER CXXVI. 



TO TH£ SAME. 



Madrid, NofmUr 31«» 170S. 

Wrat can I say, Madam, in reply to yours of 
the 9th instant, in which you so justly describe aU 
the enrors of the late campaign, and thôse which 
you predicl will occur in future I If so nume* 
rous an army as that of the King*s is destined 
only to act incfficiently, and almost always at 
random, you hâve but too much reason to fear 
everything ; but allow me to observe, that it is 
wrong to hâve so bad an opinion of troops, and 
their commanding officers, as to bclicve that every- 
thing cannot be rectified, when seriqps efforts are 
madeto give them another form, and whenlhere is 
no want of supplies and other requisîtes ; it there* 
fore betrays a want of courage to despair, and to 
imagine that you are obliged to abandon every- 
thing. I hope also that such a trait will never 
appear in history, and that a séries of such great 
actions as the King has performed, will not be 
tamished by an ignominious peace ; and it seems 
to me, that thèse who recommend it to be pur- 
chased so dearly, deservc to be listcned to with in- 
dignation. In fact, thèse are most probably igno- 
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ble wretches and disloyal subjects; for it is certain 
if Spain is abandoned by treaty, a thing unheard 
of, and to which his Catholic Majesty would 
rather sacrifice his life than consent, France would 
afterwards become tlie victim of so great an error ; 
since the league, by receiving such an accession 
of power as this great monarchy must add to it, 
would be enabled to dictate the law. The Em- 
peror already niakes Italy feel his iron yoke ; but 
if the Pope had been assisted with the trifling 
succour which he earnestly sued for, a very 
powcrful diversion might hâve been made, and 
the kingdom of Naplcs would probably hâve also 
returned to its allegiance to the Catholic King, 
while many of the Italian Princes would also hâve 
espoused our cause. In such a case, the Arch- 
duke would hâve been greatly embarrassed, and 
it might hâve thus been very easy to drive him 
from a country which he is completely ruining, 
while he would hâve lost ail hope of rendering 
himself master of this part of the continent. In 
short, Madani, it is certain that the measures 
which hâve been adoptcd, since the siège of Turin 
commcnccd, hâve ruined every thing in that 
quarter, and that our affairs in Fianders hâve not 
been more auspicious. The best plan to put an 
end to ail clameur, and to silence those who 
présume to speak so indignantly, would be to 
appear courageous, in boldly and constantly sup- 
porting the good cause, and that the King, who is 
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alwayssomuchincUoed totheude of goodnetsutd 
clemency, should show on some occasionB a necei- 
sary sererity, which would repress the unseaMuable 
liberties, timt are taken at court and in his araùei, 
and which would excite a sentiment of awe kà 
respect for tho best of masters, when it appean. 
as it does now, that thèse impressions are losin; 
ground. It must be confessed that I am Teiy 
bold thus to address you, but I take tbis Itberty, 
because I feel that I could willingly sacrifice my 
life for his Majesty to be as well served as be 
deserres, and which would consequently make 
him happier. 

I havcno doubtbut the interview ofour Princes 
with the King was less agreeable than we could 
hâve wished ; and certainly the Duke of Burgundy 
is greatly to be pitied, as well as the Duchess. 
AU the chagrin of the former will soon disappesTt 
if exertions are made this winter, as you gïve ve 
reason to expect, to re-establish tlie anny, and to 
give a new aspect to affairs. Our enemies han 
too long enjoyed their good fortune for us not lo 
bave it in our turn ; but once more, Madam, Ict us 
neglect nothing to obtain it. . I remember while I 
was at Fontainebleau during the siège of Philis- 
bourg, when France was so rich, and did not 
want for good générais, therewasalso a cryoi 
despair, and it was said that ail was lost. The 
ladies complained bitterly, as if they feared hein? 
reduced to poverty, and the men lamented the 
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dismal situation to which the kihgdom was fast 
hastening. However, both the former and the 
latter continuée! to pUy very high, to keep extra- 
vagant tables ; and the women, after weepihg over 
the dangers to which the soldiers were exposed, 
ib a moment thought only of their toilets, and 
laugbed at the most trivial joke. However, a 
iiumber of years hâve since elapsed> in which 
both advcrsity and good fortune hâve been well 
borne; the wisest plan, therefore, is to pay little 
attention to what is said, and to pursueone's course 
witb tranquillity. 

I am vcry much astonished that M. de Vendôme 
is retuming, which I should not be if Prince 
Eugène and Marlborough were quiet in their 
cantonments ; but that he wishes to go and enjoy 
himself atAnet, while the enemy is inthefield, isto 
mequiteunaccountable. If Marshal de Berwickso 
slrenuously advised the keepingour strong places, 
and abandoning the Scheldt, he must hâve begun 
by securing Lisle, which would hâve been the 
surest way of preserving the frontiers from in- 
cursions. You hâve nothing to fear as to the joy 
hemightfeel, onseeinghisprophecies accomplish- 
ed, for his mind is too délicate to allow him to 
rejoice at another*s misfortune, and he is too worthy 
a man to possess feelings so hostile to what he 
owes for the King*s favours, and those of his 
Catholic Majcsty. 

I am very glad that the Duke of Orléans ap- 
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pean satisfied with me, having done ail I coût 
. to merlt the honour of his good opiaioa, and 
shall continue to entertain a sincère and respectfi 
attachment for h'" R"""' Highness. I think 1 
will liave less d reducing the Archduli 

in Barcelona, and \, in raaking him quît i 

than in reconciling icliess of Burgundy ai 

Madame, as both wo Princesses imagîi 

they are in the right ; lUt such esti-angemen 
are very iinplcasant, and family union is at lea 
very desirablç in times of public calamity. Tl 
Qyeen could very much wish her sister and M 
dame to be upon amicable terms, for her Majes 
is ever averse to enmities. So many deat 
amongst persous of rank must cause a gre 
degree of i.."ilanr!>oly. I fear much for the Prin< 
as the Princess tnformed me a week ago îhat 
was very sorry at being unable to write to a 
owing to his being ko unwell. He has never I 
a moment ceased to show me kindness on eve 
occasion, and I should be very much grieved 
his loss. As the Prince de Conti is younger a 
more cheerfui, Uiere is less reason to be appi 
hensive on his account ; the Duke de Gramc 
would, I think, hâve acted more wisely, if he h 
' not'taken. his wife with him to Versailles a 
Marly, without first ascertaining whether 1 
King disapproved of it, as he would thus h; 
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will probably repent of it when his love cools* 
I did not expect that any daughter of Madame 
de Noailles would become a nun» but I hope she 
will be satisfied with her lot, since she might 
bave folio wed the example of her sisters. The 
late lamented Marshal, and their mother, hâve 
left them at fuU liberty to pursue the line of life 
they prefer, for which reasonable and afTectionate 
conduct they cannot be too much praised. 



LETTER CXXVII. 



TO THE 8AME. 



Madrid, Decembtr 30th« 170S» 

Neither the last post, nor the returh of the 
Courier extraordinary» hâve brought me letters 
from you, but the Queen has done me the honour 
of showing me the one she has receîved from you, 
by which ît appears you were in great trouble. 
Thîs does not surprise me, from your facilitîes for 
observing every passîng event, and from the 
gênerai déjection %vhich surrounds you. I, how- 
ever, except the principal character in thîsdrama; 
I need not name the King : we hear that he 
ahvays shows fortîtude, and is the only one \vho îs 
invincible amidst the misfortunes \vhich assail 
him, as well as against those which are an- 
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ticipated, and which serve only to arm hïm with 
additional courage. A character like hU, is» 
indeed, admirable in every respect; but not 
the less amiable. 1 expect, Madam, tbat you 
will do me tlie honour of conimunicating to me 
sometlimg of tbe interview wbich bas taken place 
betweca tbe Duke of Burgundy, bis Majesty, 
and the Duchess of Burgundy. Tbis Princess is 
sufieringfi-ommaaydiffereDtsensaUon8,andwould 
doubtless feel tbeir effects still more seostbly if 
sbe bad Dot a friend to wbom sbe eau unbosom 
ber griefs like yourself, who affectionately partici- 
pâtes in them, and wbo so well knows how to 
epply nn effectuai rcmedy. I am sure, Madam, 
you will not bave been able to refrain from tean 
on seeing Marsbal de Boufflers agaia ; toQ mucb 
caniiot be done for sucU a character, and the King's 
generosity is higUly commended for tbe gracious- 
inark of faveur be bas conferred on tbe Marsbal. 
Tbe brilliant example set by tbia officer in bis brave 
defence of Lisle sbouUl stimulate others, and at tbe 
same lime excite tbe blush of sbame, if bonour— 
be yet nothing more than an empty word. I bope .^ 
however, tbat it will revive, and tbat our nation , 
which fbrmerly acquïred so much esteem, will i^B= 
future, résume its prîstinc character, remembeic~ 
tng tbat it ougbt to show heroic virtue in order ^c « 
gratify the sovereign who govems it. We ha-^^ 
nothing ncw hère; but evcrytbing is prepariira j 
for tbe approaching carapaign. Tbe Qucen û 
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wellt and I am dcvotcd to you as usual. I hâve 

a violent cold, which makes me cough ail the 

night ; but I hope it will quit me sooner than that 

which I had while with you at Marly. The 

Duchess of Mantua's misfortune excites much 

compassion, and the patience and resignatio 

with which she sustains it» increases this feeling 

still more in her behalf. Letters received hère 

State that Marshaï de Tessé was seriously indis- 

posed. I take the liberty, Madam, of addressing 

a letter to your care for the Queen of England, 

feeling no longer scrupulous in giving you com* 

missions, since you exécute them as punctually 

as if you wcre obliged to do it, and it is very con- 

venicnt to me. You say nothing more to me of the 

Duke de Noailles. Will you permit the Marshal's 

lady to absent hcrself from court, and bc ovcr- 

whclmcd with grief? Paris is not the place for 

her. 



LETTER CXXVIIL 



TO THK SAME. 



Madrid, January 9th, 1708. 

I BEO of you not to lose your patience, if I 
recur to a matter on which you formerly started 
some difficultîcs. I hâve several reasons' for it. 
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and howerer you may fhink of our obligatioiis to 
the Duke of Orléans, for his senrices in Spain» you 
will conçoive as well as myself» that I can hardly 
dispense with endeavouring to meet his wishes. As 
to the title which his Royal Highness has requested 
for Madame de Sery he feels more interest about 
it than ever, and I am sure that this court cannot 
give him a mark of its gratitude, which will afford 
him greater pleasure than by soliciting the conclu- 
sion of the affair • AUo w me then, Madam, to entreat 
you would enter into his feelings on this occasion. 
We most assuredly owe to his courage, foresight, 
and firmness, the important captures of Lerida 
and Tortosa ; and it is necessary to stimulate him 
with fresh ardeur for the ensuing campaign. Thèse 
are powcrful reasons, and I know not whether, on 
certain occasions» it is not politic to forgct the 
objcct of a faveur, when he who solicits it dcscrves 
iniinitely more. I remain ever, with the most 
respectful attachment, Madam, your very humble 
and obedient servant. 



LETTER CXXIX. 



TO TUE SAHK. 



Madrid, Jinouy Ttfi» 1709. 

I DO not think it possible, Madam, that a hand« 
somer letter was ever written than the last with 
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which you hohonred me» and I knowonly yourself 
capable of thinking so pioubly» correctly, and no- 
bly, as well as cxprcssing your thoughts so bâppily. 
I shall not think of answering il word for word» as 
by doing so, I should hâve cause to blush at 
myself, and disincline you» perhaps» to continue a 
correspondence with one who only ])resumes to 
flatter herself that she appréciâtes ail your worth, 
without being able to copy you, except at too great 
a distance» to cherish the vain désire of continuing 
so delightful an intercourse as yours» but which, 
however, I find it impossible to live without. I 
shall now hâve the honour of observing to you, that 
our King is wortby of admiration, and of ail our 

• 

affection» but at the same time of compassion, to 
find himself alone in Avîshing to act well without 
being seconded; that the Duchess of Burgundy 
causes me to shed tears, when I reflect on ail 
that her too susceptible heart, and the generosity, 
grandeur and delicacy of her disposition expose 
her to suffer, and that I am ready to expire 
of grief, Avhen I see you fceling more than 
even themselves the weight of their just sor- 
rows! The malady of the Duchess does not 
make me less uneasy than yourself, and it is sur- 
prising that this swelli.ig should liave reachcd 
to one side of her bosom. What says M. 
Fagon to it, Madam ? Would he not advise the 
baths of Bourbon, or some others of the same 
kind? Complaints of this nature are not easily 
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Cfired when not attended to in time ; bOt heir youth 
should make us hope for the bcst. I humbly beg 
you, Madam, to bave the goodness to infonu me 
of everything relative to ber healtb» v^bich is 80 
dear to me. Tbe Queen feels more on ber account 
than for berself : she is often the subject of ber 
Majesty's conversation witb me : tbey are indeed 
two wonderful Princesses. Tiie Queen b now in 
excellent health. The court is very full from tbe 
number of ofRcers to whom the Duke of Orléans 
bas given permission to come hère and pass the 
winter» but I should greatly prefer seeing them 
in their quarters, and should feel still more at my 
ease» if M. de Besons had remained at the head of 
thearmiestili bis Royal Highness retumed ; for the 
enemy are not asleep in Catalonia, and tbey will 
always be attempting something new. Every 
body, M adam, is too fond of going to Paris» except 
however» myself, for I assure you, I bave no in- 
clination to do so. I believe you would be sorry 
to see me there, which is a proof of your kindness 
and attachment to their Catholic Majesties, wbose 
virtue shines with greater splendeur as misfortunes 
assail them. If you render justice to them, tbey 
will do the same to you, and I protest to you that no 
one can hâve greater confidence or more friendship 
and esteem for you than the King and Queen. 
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LETTER CXXX. 



TO THK S AME. 



Madrid, JaDoaiy 14tb» 1709« 

We have had» Madam, more show and frost for 

«orne days past, than hâve occurred in the memory 

vf the oldest inhabitants of Madrid. This is 

^lought to hâve prevented the arrivai of the post 

last week, whîch is very unpleasant, for although 

no news is expectcd, we are aUvays anxious to 

hear how the royal family and our friends are. 

Sincc you did me the honour of writing to me 

respecting the Duchess of Burgundy^s complaint, 

I hâve been very uneasy, and I am impatiently 

expecting what M. Mareschal, whom you said 

was to see her, will hâve thouglit of it, as well as 

M. Fagon's opinion. I am also uneasy about the 

violent cold you had, and what makes me still 

more sorry is, that probably we shall not hâve 

our letters till the couriers can.travel, so that we 

shall know nothing of the occurrences in Flanders. 

It is said, the Catalonians are greatly in want of 

provisions, that money is scarce with them, that 

many of them see their error, and perçoive that 

they hâve accelerated ihcir ruin by changing 

masters; it is also added that the Portuguese 

are not much more at their ease. As to r^^-^ 
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matten, notliing of great importance has oocmred 
in this country, except it be the extremity to 
which one of the civil officers of the King's hoose- 
hold, is rcduced, the Count de Benaventa not be- 
ing expected yesterday evening to survive the 
nîght ; however, this morning he vas consider- 
ably bettcr, though still in great danger. Their 
Majesties would, with great reason, be very 
sorry to lose him, because he is truly attached to 
thcm, and has never becn concemed in any cabal, 
or intrigue, at variance with the duty of a good 
and faithful subject ; he is, moreovcr, of a distin- 
guished family, and acquits himsclf very wcU of 
the duty of grand Chamberlain, which has more 
privilèges attached to it than the office of the 
Duke de Bouillon. You will, doubtless, think it 
extraordinary that his wife, and three daughters, 
one of whom is married, but ail three abletoleave 
their houses, hâve not taken the trouble to pay 
him a visit in the palace, where he résides : this 
will be no great proof to you of the affection that 
prevails amongst the members of some families ; 
and indeed it is very rare to meet with relations 
who care much about each other ; we should uot, 
therefore, be astonished if they hâve no love for 
Etrangers. Cardinal Portocarero came last night 
at nine o'clock, aflcr the extrême unction had 
been administcred to the Count, in order to give 
absolution and his bénédiction, notwithstand- 
ing his âge and the coldness of the weather ; and 
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it 18 but doing him justice to say, tbat he acquitted 
himsclf extremely well of thèse archiépiscopal 
duties. 

We shall havc a fine ceremony in the month 
of March, or sooner, if possible, when ail the 
kingdoms will take the oath, acknowledging the 
Prince of Asturias as the real successor to the 
présent King. 1 think the ambassador is to 
informthe Kingtoday» of the manner inwhich 
this ceremony ought to be performed. I am 
appointed to the honour of holding the Prince 
in my arms/ when ail the deputies corne to 
take their oath. It is désirable, Madam, to add 
to the pleasures of this day, that we should know 
that you are more tranquil in your court. The 
Prince has eut his sixth tooth as happily as the 
others. The Queen is perfectly wèll at présent. 
Such is ail the news I can give you, except 
however adding my entreaties that you take good 
care not to be surprised by a cabal, which is 
certainly known to act in that spirit, as this would 
be very pemicious. The ambassador is prudent, 
zealous, and loyal, and he should be referred to 
for everything, for he certainly will not deceive, 
and has no other interest than that of doing his 
duty. For my own part, Madam, I flatter myself 
that you know my heart, which will be devoted 
to you to the last moment of my life. 
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LETTER CXXXL 



TO TUE tAMS. 



Madrid, J«u ITdH 1708. : 

Thr post, which ought to hâve arrived lastweek» 
only reached this yesterday, and I ezpectthe nezt 
will bring U8 an account of the capture of Ghent 
and Bruges bytheenemy» since nothingcanprevent 
it» our army having retired into winter quarters. 
We must no longer think, Madam, of so many 
misfortunes, since the greatcst roen hâve expe- 
rienced them ; and the most formidable nations 
hâve not been exempt from errors. But ail 
may be efTaced by bettçr conduct in future; 
and, perhaps/in the next càmpaign our enemies 
may see, that the French in gênerai are neither 
déficient in courage or zeal to the service of their 
country, and that they perform their duty when 
they are well commanded. 

I confess, Madam, it is not easy to foresee when 
and how ail this state of uncertainty will be re- 
moved, our knowledge being too confined to pêne- 
trate into futurity, God alone can shew it to us» and 
lead us tlirough thorny paths, to where we shall 
afterwards find consolation. 

Marshal de Boufflers ^viU re-establish order 
vrhere he is going, or it will be very unfortunate. 



{r.r^ 
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lamin great uneasiness for the Prince; you 
know better thaa any onci Madam, the honour 
he has always done me, and how much I am 
indebted to him. The death of the Prince de 
Conti would be much regretted, as he possesses 
80 many estimable qualities ; and it appears to 
me, that every one ought to be interested in the 
lives of the members of a family so dear to us. 
You hâve sent me no more news of the Duchess of 
Burgundy, since you wrote to tell me her tumour 
had increased so very much, which makes me 
condude that it is not found dangerous. If our 
Princess gives way to grief, and has no resource 
in her courage, I shall be very apprehensive for 
her health : she is too young to despair of seeing 
ail things change for the better ; the Queen, who 
is not less susceptible, does not sufier herself to 
be dejected. You will oblige her very much în 
letting her hâve a good physician, for if the King's 
becomes ill, their Majesties and the Prince would 
be in an awkward predicament. I write to-day to 
M, Clément, and Madame de la Salle, to como 
hcro towards the end of March, bccause the 
Quccn's confinement will probably takc place in 
April. As the Duchess of Burgundy has no occa- 
sion for thcm, notliing, I think, will prcvent tlicir 
undertaking the journey. At Icngth, Madam, 
wc havc lost poor Count de Bcnavcnta, who is 
very much rcgrcttcd bccause of his fidelity and 
attachment to his Majcsty. I hope that his 
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ftuccessor may hâve as muchi and may rait his 
Majesty as well ; the Count was, beaides» Tery 
cheerfuU which is not cbaracterUtic ofjhii nation; 
and his conversation was so amusing, that it did 
not fail to enliven their Majesties, to whom» you 
know, courtiers of this description are necea- 
sary. Although you appear to hâve a grèat 
contempt for life, I cannot hâve sufficient corn* 
plaisance to agrée with you, that you oughtnot 
to endeavour to préserve it many years, at leàst 
as long as a relation of a little Irish woman, 
whom I hâve in my servicci who, it is said, died 
four days ago at the âge of a hundred and four- 
teen. It is allowed by every one at Madrid, that 
the Marquis de Mansera is a hundred ; therefore, 
Madam, expect if you please to live as long as 
thèse people» >vho hâve preserved the same 
vivacity they had formerly. 

January 21it« 

TiiE Kinghas just appointed the Duke of Alba 
to the office of grand ciip bearer, lately occu* 
pied by the Count de Benscventa, upon >vhich T 
congratulate you, and I think it will give pleasure 
to his Majesty, since hc has testified more than 
once, that hc honours the Duke with his cstccm and 
good opinion. As this place has had scveral 
compctitors of high birth, and for fidelity to the 
King, thcir mastcr, it ought to enhance the value 
of the gift ; and l doubt not but it will afford 
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great . satisfaction, but his Gatholic Majesty bas 
been pleased to give tbe préférence to his am- 
bassador, before the other lords. I may even 
add, that there is one of them, for whom the 
King of Spain bas always had a partiality, because 
he loves him personally» and interfères with 
nothing ^vhich he bas to do, being an enemy to 
evcvythîng which is called cabal. Would to 
God, Madam, that you could take a nearer view 
of this court! You woutd see those who are 
inQuenced by their passions, and those who 
would wish toact only a just and reasonable part. 
You are irabued with the last named principles, 
and would, I am convinced, heartily despise 
those people who endeavour only to deceive 
and ruin everything. I refrain from speaking 
more explicitly upon the subject, on account of 
its very délicate nature. 



LETTER GXXXII. 



TO. THE SAME. 



Madrid, Janua^ 28th, 1709. 

Althouoii I bave ail the confidence which I 
ought to bave in your goodness, Madam, I shall not 
fail to check the vivacity with which I bave been in 
the habit of writingtoyou, as to what concerns the 
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iûterests of their Catholic Majésties» Rince it 
would only grieve you» and be of no service to me. 
If» however, I had to plead this cause in kpersonal 
interview, it appears to me that I should hâve 
strong réasons to oppose to yours, and that you 
would acknowledge it to be a long time since yon 
had lost ail hope of the possibility of doing what 
bas since been done. If the finances and the war 
in Flanders had been managed as they ought to 
hâve been» we should be in a better situation at 
the présent moment than our enemies, and should 
tlie best measures be adopted even now, the eviL 
would not be without a remedy. It is the ill suc— 
cess of the late campaigns which occasions th 
scarcity of money, but it would soon reappear i 
case vigour was once more displayed, and we ha 
a successful battle. The example of Marshal d^ 
Boufflers, who was not succoured, notwithstan 
ing the long defcnce he made, is probably thie 
rcason that Count de la Motte thought it right icn- 
mediately to capitulate, wiih the troops which h& 
commanded. I remember» Madam» your doin^ 
me the honour of intimatingto me your fears les^ 
this should happen to him. It is a great pityr 
that what the Pope applied for has not been sent^ 
because it would hâve made a powerful diversioip- 
in Italy, as well as prevented his Holiness froim- 
being reconciled to the Emperor, and the latter^ 
from sending fresh succours to the Archduke» be«- 
sides placing the Duke of Savoy between twcr 
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Bxes, 80 as probably to hâve prevented hiin from 
xnaking fresh incursions into France. 

It is no longer agàinst the Duke of Burgundy 
^liat the officers take the liberty of declaiming, 
11 their spleen being now directed against the 
uke de Vendôme ; but it appears to me^ they 
ould hâve done better not to hâve railed against 
ther» and to hâve caused quarrels, by exciting a 
l>xirty spirit. 

It is true» Madam» that Marshal de Villeroi has 
^ly formed too good a judgment of what has 
ken place; however, could he believe in ail that 
*> ^s been done, and if it had not been done, would 
^t the campaign hâve been glorious ? 
The Kîng of Spain, has been much affected at 
c dcath of the lady of Marshal de la Motte, and 
was vcry glad to see his Majcsty évince such 
elings for his governess, who richly meritcd 
em. The Duchess de Ventadour will equally 
"^ïVell discharge the dutîes of this place. 

The reconciliation of the Duchess of Burgundy 

^^nd Madame ought to be lasting, there being 

^othing in fact for tliem to quarrel about ; mean- 

*îme, I wish for this event more than I expect it. I 

^m not surprised that M. de Basons givcs the 

Queen the praises which are due to her, in that 

Tîgid manner which I know he possesses ; but I 

^hould not hâve so good an opinion of him ias I 

hâve, had he paid attention to my face, which is 

such that it ou£fht not to be remembeiedb^ ^xv^ oti^ 
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Since the Bicknesses of M. le Prince, and the 
de Conti, are prolonged, one may wéll in« 
dulge in hope, after they lutve been at the last 
extremity. 

You expect, Madam, a visit firom an agreeable 

companion, thePrincessdeVaudemont, possessing 

80 much good scnse and politeness as she does. 

I believe she must be sometimes much astonished 

at the manners of the présent day» so différent from 

her own, but which she will not, certainly, per- 

ceive at your bouse. From the letters vrhich she 

bas done me the honour of writing to me relative 

to you» it appears to me that she was delighted 

with them. I bave received by this post letters 

from the Duchesses of Mantua and Elbœuf, ^hich 

tcstify their satisfaction at the kindncsscs of the 

Catholic King. This Princcss ought ccrtainly to 

bave bcttcr fortune hcnccforward than she bas 

had up to the présent time; she>vill be agréât 

ornament at Marly. I am very glad that she is a 

little better, for accidents of this nature never 

fail to cause alarm for some time. 

It would be a pity should poor little Madame 
de Courcillon miscarry ; but, perhaps, it will 
turn out better than CIcment cxpects. 

The new assurances you give me, Madam, of 
the honour of your friendship were almost super^ 
fluous, since I am convinced you will always con- 
tinue it to me, and I rely upon nothing so firmly 
as that. 
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P.S, Wc have nothing new at court hcre, cx^ 
cept that the Prince of Asturîas has eut a 
scveràth tooth, aud is about to eut the eighth, 
since his gums are much swollen. 



LETTER CXXXIII. 



TO THE SABIE. 



Madrid, Febraary Ist, 1709. 

^ ^AVE seen some accounts from Rome, Madam, 
statî xig that thePope obstinately persists in not con- 
setvt.ing to what the Gerraans require of him with 
^^*ï^s in their hands, and to their sending troops 
to exercise every severity upon the Iloly Father 
^i^iself, and the sacred collège ; that in such an 
extrême case hewill remain firm,and retire to Avig- 
^^ïx ; that the French and Spanish ministei's will, 
consequently, also corne to the resolution of with- 
^rawing, if they can ; for the Germans would not 
^^ sorry to get hold of them, which certainly places 
*"^in in a very awkward position. That of Car- 

^'nal de la Tremoille is still more so, because he 

• 

*^ over head and ears in debt, from the necessity 
^^ supporting his officiai dignity, and the brutes 
■^'^^th whom he would have to deal, or the insolent 
Populace which they would excite against him, to 
s^ow him disrespect and abuse him. I do assure 
you, Madam, that the thoughts of this makes rcve 



. PRIKC&St DKS UBttNS« .. 223' 

pûss nfany unpleasant houn, I haTe/ berides 
nephewB and a nièce >vbom I tenderly love» 
who would be much exposcd ; thU 9ame nièce» 
whose mother was so dear to me» whom I brought 
up with the same affection as the late Dachess de 
Chastillon, and whose interests I hâve never- 
theless completely neglected» alUionghitdepended 
only upon myself to promote them : this overstrained 
modération renders her unhappy, and has beenof no 
service to me hère» nor where you are ; for cer- 
tainly no body cares about it, nor for the oppression 
under wliich I struggle in conséquence of the bad 
state of my pecuniary afTairs, but of which I 
refrain from giving you the particulars. I lose 
my sight at intorvals, and 1 hâve bcsidcs other 
sources of chagrin and disgust, upon which I shall 
also be silent, because you hâve too many of your 
own, for me to attempt burthcning you with mine. 
You depict to me, Madam, in your letter of the 
14th ultimo, cverything in such gloomy charac^ 
tersi that I am unable to say any thing to it in 
reply ; but I very much doubt whether I could 
be silent, if I had the honour of a personal inter- 
view with you. It would be knockiug one s head 
against the wall to treat of the subject so far off; 
when noanswer can be given to what isobsér\'ed, 
it is bctter to leave the whole to Providence, 
The Marquis de Bedmar is restless and impatient 
at the non-arrival of troops from Dauphiny, where 
they willbe of uouse until tliebeginning of thecam: 
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paign, which is postponed in that qnarter in con* 
séquence of tbe snow. He asserts, Madam, that 
thèse troops, joined to those under the Duke de 
Noailles, would capture Girona» speedily eaough 
to giire tbem time to return, and this without 
anymilitary error ; that place once in our posses- 
sion, the Catalonians would no longer suffer the 
Archduke to remain amongst them, being already 
pretty well tired of him : and that after this Prince 
bad quitted Spain, we should soon see our affairs 
^ume a différent aspect It appears to me that he 
feasons very justly, and that if this measure had 
lîeen adopted, we should already hâve experienced 
lis good effects. But I know not whether every 
'^ody would be satisfied with it in your court, 
^^here, several years ago, certain persons wanted 
*o fnake a disgraceful peace, by sacrificing their 
^^tholic Majesties, who owe everything to the 
ftrtitude, magnanimity, and affection of the King, 
their grandfather, 

The Prince of Asturias has eut a double toothi 
^^^^ich makcs the cighth. As he has sustained this 
^''^o.l without much sufferîng, we arc in hopes that 
*^^ remainder will comewith the sameease; it 
'^^^ only made him thinner and a little less hand- 
^^Ttie, but he will recover that. The Queen is 
^^t near so corpulent as she was the first time ; 
^■^^ does not perceive her child very much, which 
^^y doubtless be accounted for, from what oc- 
^virred in the early part of her pregnancy* In 
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other respects, as her Majesty eats heartily, more 
cannot be expected from a Queen who is possessed 
of sensibility • 



LETTER CXXXIV. 



TO THE SA ME. 



Madrid, Fèbniary 7th» 1709L 

1 AM not surprised that the post which arrived 
this moming has brought me no letters from you, 
since the Duchess of Burgundy writes to the 
Queen» that poor Madame d' Hudicourt was at the 
point of death» and that your grief did not permit 
you to Write. You hâve, indeed, just cause for 
this sorrow, as you will lose in her an old and 
amiable friend« with whom you were in habits of 
intimacy, who was devoted to you, and whom you 
can scarcely expect to replace ; for which reasons 
l pity you sincerdyi and participate so much the 
more in your grief, as I hâve ail mylife long 
felt a rcal affection for that lady. God tries your 
virtue in many différent ways, but you know how 
to turn it to the best account. 

The ambassador has thought it necëssary to 
despatch a courier extraordinary to court, to ascer* 
tain more correctly the King's intentions respect* 
ing this country, and thus be enabled to adopt 
better measures. It would be useless, Madam» 

VOL. IIK Q 
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for me to enter into thèse detsdls, since you will 
Icnow the object in view by bis despatches, and 
that it is he who is empowered with everything, 
iurbich is of no trifling conséquence, and would be 
too much for any one else but himself. Mean- 
while, their Catholic Majesties and this minister 
do not lose courage ; and if on your sîde, propor- 
tional and mutual efforts are made to support the 
struggle, as is the case in this 'court, we may 
reasonably expect a successful campaign. Letters 
from Paris state that the Duke of Burgundy will 
hâve the command, and that Marshals de Boufflers, 
Ilarcourt, Benvick, and Matignon, will hâve the 
honour of serving under him; God grant that 
amongst this great number of gênerais, there may 
exist more union than there was last year with 
only two, and that the Prince, if unfortunately 
divisions should again arise, may himself take 
such measures as the prudence which his wisdom 
and good intentions will suggest to himl The 
Buchess of Burgundy, who has scarcely had time 
to brcathe since his return, is soon about to expéri- 
ence fresh anxieties : our two Princesses certainly 
deserve a better fate than what they expérience. 

The Queen has suifered the last three days from 
a violent head-ache ; she does not get on so 
well in this pregnancy as the last, although thère 
is no reason to apprehend any danger. It 
is probable that our Prince will yet eut many 
teeth, his gums being much swollen ; but he is 
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not less cheerful on that acoount. It htd beéa 
thought that the ceremony of acknowledging him» 
as presumptive heir, could not take place until 
after the Queen*8 confinement ; at which I was 
very sorry, because it ought already to hâve been 
performed» in conséquence of the important effects 
expected to resuit from ail the kingdoms taking 
^ the oath, The président of Castile, before vrhom 
ail the deputies appear» yesterday said» that the 
ceremony would be ready by the first of April» 
which is ail that I hâve to communicate of any 
importance. The four last days of the camival 
will be concluded by as many plays, two very 
serions ones in Spanish, and two Italian burlet* 
tas ; thèse will be the only amusements we hâve 
had in this palace» which has more the air of a 
gloomy convont than of a court. I do not think 
that of France is much more gay, although appear* 
ances may indicate as much from the plays which 
are exhibited at ail times» and in ail seasons. 
The winter has never been so severe as at présent» 
everybody is sufTering from it» and none are 
without inflammations or colds. I dare not flatter 
myself that you hâve not yours, and I fear more 
lest your health may be affected by it, than for my 
own, because 1 esteem you more than myself, nor 
can any thing equal my gratitude for your kind* 
nesses. 



q2 
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LETTER CXXXV. 

TO THE 8AME. 

Madrid, Febnary ISth, 1709. 

I WAS attacked the night before last with a 
âreadful cholic, accompanied with fever, which 
continued for four and twcnty hours ; but being 
now much relieved I shall endeavour, by taking 
8ome mild medicines, which the first physician 
vrill give me, to rid myself of the bile, which 
is the cause of ail thèse complaints. You cannot 
be pitied . more by . any one than myself, on 
losing Madame d'Hudicourt, and your atten- 
tions to lier, to the last, exhibit more and more 
the goodness of your heart, and the motives for 
being attached to you. But I could wish that 
such opportunities of showing what you are did 
net occur, for I fcar lest they may affect your 
hcalth, which is much dearcr to me than I can 
express. I am very sorry to hear that the Prince 
de Conti gets worsc, and that thcre is no longer 
any hope of prescrving so estimable a man. 
Although you assured me that he was much better, 
I fear that so worn out a frame as his cannot re- 
cover sufficient strength to overcome such fréquent 
attacks. Poor Madame de Soubise has struggled 
with her maladies for a great length of time. 
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and as she is a very deserving character, it would 
be a great pity if she died. The hard necessity 
of thus seeing our friands die around us, is truly 
melancholy : but it is, however, necessary to 
make up one's mind to it. Everything that you 
say to me respectmg Marshal de Boufflers makes 
me esteem him still more, and serves only to 
irritate me against others, vrho hâve not less 
reason than he to sacrifice themselves.in the King^s 
service. I shall not hâve the honour of protract- 
ing this letter, because repose is prescribed to me, 
and as little thought as possible. My obédience, 
however, to this order, will not extend so far as to * 
forget ail the kindnesses with which you honour 
me. 

P.S. I think the King will not hâve hesitated 
to give the Duchess of Mantua an apartment in 
the castle of Vincennes, this Princess being well 
deserving of his Majesty*s protection. 

I am very glad that the King has permitted the 
Duke of Orléans to give Mademoiselle de Sery a 
titled estate» which will procure her the name of 
Madame, and that we hâve thus got rid of that 
business. I do not think a grcater proof on my 
part to give satisfaction to his Royal Highness 
could be shown, than in soliciting you» as I bave 
donc, for an object he had so much at heart. 
since you would easily conceive that it was out 
of my way to engage in such an affair. 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 



TO THE SAME« 



Madrid, Februaiy IStht 1709. 

Although I did myself the honour of writing 
to you by the retum of a courier extraordinary, 
"which set out two days ago, I do so again to-. 
day to inform you that I am quite rid of my 
cholic and fever, and that I take medicines to 
prevent theîr return if possible. Tiie kindnesses 
with which you honour me, Madam, are so great 
and constant, that they leave me no reason to 
doubt your grief at my bcing attacked with dan- 
gerous or painful complaints ; this is tbe reason 
I thiuk it right to inform you, that those I had 
hâve left me. Chagrin is not of a healthy nature, 
and it requires more than one medicine to expel 
ît. I hâve been informed that the Prince de 
Vaudemont had been at death's door during the 
severe cold. What trouble must not his condition 
hâve causcd his wife and family l It appears 
thatthere is no person who, for a certain length of 
time back, has not his individual calamities joined 
to the public misfortuncs, and the conflagration 
that is spread throughout Europe, would ahnost 
make me bclicvc that the end of the world >vas 
at hand, if I did not bchold the pregnancy of the 
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Queeo. I thînk M. Clément and Madame de 
la Salle, will feel disposed to exécute the King't 
orders, enclosed them ïn two o( my letters. 
which I took the liberty of addressing to you. 
I wrote to tell them, that they might so contrive 
it, as to arrive at Madrid bcfore the 2dth of 
March ; 1, therefore, now believe them to be on 
the road : they will tell us plenty of news of the 
Duchess of Burgundy and yourself. Do me the 
bonour, I entreat you, to inform me, with your 
usual siDcerity, whether you are sorry at haviog 
Madame de Caylus with you, whether this lovely 
nièce does not feel for your troubles as sbe ought, 
and as you feel them yourself. Believe me, 
rational relations, who bccomc our frîends, love 
us usually with grcatcr affection than any one 
eisc : duty, inclination, and cvery spccïes of 
interest bind them to us, and it is vcry rare to 
meet, in those who make a profession of friend- 
ship, the union of ail thèse feelings. I very 
much regret Madame d'Hudicourt, for she ap* 
peared to me to be at ail tiraes heartily attached 
toyou. 

I hope yoQ will not neglect to obtain from tbe 
Kùg^ 9ome marie of foTour for the children of 
Madame d'Hudicourt, and I intercède for one, 
if you please, for the eldest. I knew him very 
wdl ut Rome: hc posscsscs much intelligence, 
i Society» and appcarcd to me a 



232 LETTERS 0« THE 

lached to the King. I am delighted that his 
Majesty was very glad at his grandson having 
given the Duke of Alba one of the three charges 
of his household, and I am persuaded that you 
will not hâve felt less pleasure, aflter ail the kind 
things that you hâve so often told me of the Duke 
and his lady. 



LETTER CXXXVlt. 



TO THE SAME. 

(Without date.) 

I KEEp this letter ready for a courier extraor- 
dinary, which the ambassador will despatch» but 
at présent I do not know the day of his depar- 
ture. The cause of his going is not very con- 
soling, since it relates to the reconciliation of the 
Pope with the Emperor; a shameful event in 
itself, but accompanied with the most dis- 
graceful circumstances for his Holiness, and of 
the most scandalous nature in the eyes of ail 
true Christians, and even of heretics. The con- 
séquences of this treaty may be very disastrous, 
if any symptoms of fear appear, but I am well 
persuaded, on the contrary, that if firmness and 
courage are shown, which it will be absolutely 
necessary to do, the court of Rome will losè 
more than this. It is true, that one cannot weigh 
too well the conduct which it will be necessary 
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to observe towards the Pope, and it is neœmry 
rather to foUow the suggestions of reason» than 
the jnst resentment which such a proceedmg 
occasions. What is done in cool blood is much 
better than when in anger ; and a sensible con- 
duct foUowed up with intrepidity, mortifies car 
enemies more than passion ànd invective, which 
usually terminate in smoke, or often give rise to 
fresh disputes. The King*s prudence» which 
never forsakes him» will be of great service to his 
Catholic Majesty, since he will» doubtiess» advise 
him for the best» and they will act in concert 
together. I cannot, howevcr, help telling you» 
that the King» our master, haâ carried his kindness 
to excess» and that many hâve abused it. As 
the King of Spain and M. Âmelot, will write to 
the King, on what the Spaniards think of the affair 
in question» you will be pleased to excuse me 
from repeating to you what you will see by thcir 
letters» so that I will only reply to your last. I 
wait impatiently for news of Marshal de Boufflers» 
for I hope that after having informed me of his 
pain in the breast» you will continue to give me 
an account of the state of his health» feeling as I 
do» so much interested in his préservation» from ail 
the wonders which you tell me of him» and from 
the strong confirmation which we hâve seen of 
them. I can easily conceive the need which the 
King bas for exercise» to dissipate in part his just 
chagrin ; and as the pleasure he takesin walking» 
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and which is of service to his head, one cannot 
but regret when the weather prevents his taking 
it. His Càtholic Majesty imitâtes him ia every- 
thlng, and feeb himseif indisposed from the 
vapourst when he cannot walk far and long enough 
to dissipate them. If the thawhas taken place» 
the King will hâve profited from this change to 
r^aume his usual ,habit, and I hope that his 
^^jesty will no longer feel that oppression in the 
^^ad, which you say was occasioned by his se* 
dentary life. 

With ail due respect to our great Princess, I can« 

^ot help saying» that the King had more reason 

t^an her highness for having halls during the carni- 

val, because it is a species of triumph for the enemy 

*^ show déjection in our misfortunes, while it ap- 

pears to me much better to display the same equa- 

^în:iîty to the public in bad as in good fortune. 

The cause of the Duchess of Burgundy's melan- 

^J^oly haà a praiseworthy source, since it arises 

ffom a heàrt affectionately attached to everything 

^^xîch she ougbt to love, and her sufterings are 

^^^cient to alter the natural gaiety of her dispo- 

^'^îon, I should be very sorry, if her troubles 

^^Xitributed to perpetuate the swelling with which 

^'^^ is affected ; it is a great deal to be able to say 

tl^^t it does not increase, and if things were in a 

^^^re settled state, she might go to the waters of 

^ ^:>urbon, where it is to be hoped she would be 

^^^tirely cured. No, Madam, I would lay a wager, 
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ha t you aire not the dupe of th» Princess, when 
you tîdnk that she would regret you, if she could* 
no longer see you : her mind anddisposition are too 
good not to find in you her enjoyment and conso- 
lation, and not to acknowledge that she would not 
meet with ail that she finds rare and amiable in 
you in any other person. I hope she will not find 
herself for a long time to corne, in such a dilemnuu 
Nothing can be prettier or more interesting than 
what the Duke of Brittany said to Madame de 
Ventadour, on the two teeth which he had eut ; 
ours is not less forwàrd in proportion, and although 
he says little, he does not fail to make his wants 
loudly knôwn, and it is enough for him to hâve 
seen a person once or twice to know him again» 
He goes every day by himself into thç Queen*s 
closet to kiss the Duke of Brittany *s portrait, 
which is a sign that thèse two cousins will love 
each other and be united in intcrests. 

At length, Madame de Soubise, aller long suf- 
ferings has finished her days, honoured to the last, 
and nevertheless weaned, as I am informed, firom 
the things of this world. The Prince de Conti» 
according to every probability, will speed'ly foUow 
her. There are, indeed, many persons of dis- 
tinction who havê died since my retum to this 
country. * 

Be pleased to accept my most humble thanks, 
when you command my services, for persons 
whom you wish to honour with your protec 
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tion ; I will do the needful for Madame d'Hohora, 
whea I hear the matter discussed. 

The officer for the Queen's household is not 
yet arrived ; he cannothelp being good, since you 
hâve taken the trouble tp sélect him. Your 
dioners were set out to great advantage, and to 
live well, the mistress of the house must be well 
acquainted with the subject. One of the Queen*8 
waiting women is in great danger from a high 
feveri and an inflammation in the chest, which 
skc ncgicctcd in tlic bcginning ; and a Spanisli 
physician who visitcd her, prescribed cold things 
fot her to drink, and othcr medicines cqually 
wnsuitable, which were highly disapproved of 
l>y the King*s first physician, who was only 
called in two days ago. The girl was on the ère 
of marrying a Spanish gentleman in the body 
É^îtrd, a worthy man : they were bolh much 
attached to each other, so that their situation 
excites pity. 

I hâve nothing more to add, than to answer 

you respecting the caba1> against which I took 

the liberty of telling you to be upon your guard ; 

but upon which you require aclearerexplanation, 

since you appear scarcely to comprehend it ; 

however, the ambassador has taken it up for me, 

having written a long letter upon the subject to 

the court. Thèse four or five grandees continue 

to talk very mischievously ; tliey wish people to 

believe in France that ail is going to ruin hère, if 



the govemment is. not changed ; MverUiélen 
they act only through pasuon or prejudicet «nd 
thingrs would long sinoe hâve been in oonfotioiit 
if their evil councik had been foUowed ; ihey 
meet together as often as tfaey can» and publicly 
give it out that the Duke of Orléans is at their 
head. The Dutch gazettes are full of this 
wretched trash ; and I am continually asked 
whether it be true that I hâve quarrelled . with 

' his Royal UighncsSi and whether I am upon good 
tcrms wilh tho King. I answer, that I do not 
think I havc givcn any cause to spread such 
reports» and that if his Majesty shoiild not, unfor- 
tunately and unexpcctcdly, be satisficd with my 
proceedings, I should hâve very humbly entreated 
him to accept my résignation of the place I occupy. 
I hâve eaused a letter from the Duke of Orléans 
to be read to some of the courtiers, my friends^ 
in which his Royal Highness does me the honour 
of writing to me in the most obliging manner in 
the world, to refer myself to you, rather than to 
people who might be interested in our not being 
upon so good an understanding together as we 
are. They were surprised that this Prince evinced 
80 much friendship towards me, when they 
wished to hâve it believed at Madrid, and even 
in France, that J hâve quarrelled with him, and I 
think the above stcps will produce a good effect. 
Ilis Royal Highness, if I am allowed to say so, 
would be much to blâme, if he was backward in 
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acknowledging the respectful and sincère attach- 
ment I ever entertained for him. You are ac- 
quainted better than any one, how I hâve spoken 
to you of ail his good and great qualities, aad I 
hâve not two manners of explaining myself in 
regard to him with every body. Hère is an end 
of this matter ; but my affection and attachment 
for you are boundless. 



CXXXVIII. 



TO THE SAME. 

Madrid, March 4th, 1709. 

I TESTERDAY rcccived three of your letters 
together, dated the lOth, llthand 17th ultimo, 
successively increasing in gloominess, so much so, 
that I hâve only observed onc ray of sprightlincss, 
-when you ask me what I shall do, if I can get no 
spinnage, in conséquence of the frosts which hâve 
killed ail the vegetables. I own that I imme- 
diately took this joke as an antidote against every- 
thing which I read of a distressing and heart- 
rending nature in your letters; I experienced its 
good effects, and whenever I reflect upon the mis- 
fortunes which you predict, I hâve recourse to my 
spinnage, and flatter myself, that notwithstanding 
your chagrin, you hâve not lost ail hope. But 
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why should we lose it t Hâve we no more troops 

or gênerais t When Marshal de Berwick gained 

the battle of Âlmanzay which he had resolved not 

to risk» and which he really would not hâve done, 

had not the enemy forced him to it, had he before 

acquired the réputation of a great captain by 

other actions of a similar nature? How many 

gênerai officers are there, his seniors, who hâve 

been in more actions ? He, however, gained that 

battle, and it would hâve been ail over with Spain 

in case it had been lost. Count de la Motte, who 

thought he acted right in preserving the corps 

which he commanded, committed a greater fault,- 

without intending it, than if he had lost half his 

men by a vigorous defence of Ghent, since the 

enemy has even confessed that they would hâve 

been obliged to retire if he had held out four days. 

When places are lost in sight of armies, which do 

not attempt to relieve or préserve them, they are 

of no grcat use ; and T hâve also hcard that the 

old soldiers were in despair at not bcing led into 

action. In short, I cannot be persuaded that 

there is no longer valeur, merit and zeal in the 

French ; and I ihink, that if it is sought aftcr, it 

will be found, provided no belief is placed in those 

people, who are selfishly interested in ruining or 

raising persons whom they love or hâte, or who 

esteem so little the glory of ihe King or the good 

of the State, as to advise that everything should 

be abandoned for the sake of existing afterwards in 
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a disreputable effeminacy. I could wish that you 
would do me the honour of opening your mind to . 
me, with your usual sincerity» upon an affair I am 
written to concerning Madame de Soubise, which . 
you can do without any difficulty, since she is . 
dead ; and although she were living, I protest to 
you that I should harbour no resentment against 
her ; it is that she was one of the most violent of 
the party, who wished to persuade the King that 
it was necessary to make peace upon any terms, 
and that he must for this purpose absolutely leave 
their Catholic Majestics to their fatc ? I am very 
anxious to know if tliis be truc, and I hope you 
will not refuse me this satisfaction, 

I return you a thousand most humble thanks 
for relieving my anxiety, respecting the sickness 
of Marshal de Boufiiers. Men like him are so 
rare, that one cannot too much désire their pré- 
servation. I could sincerely w^ish that M. le 
Prince, and the Prince de Conti, were in the same 
good state of health ; but theirs is very différent, 
although the Princess, who has done me the 
honour of writing to me at great length by the 
last post the particulars of their complaints, by 
order even of M. le Prince, seems not quite to 
despair of the Prince de Conti, and flatters herself 
that her husband will get better. I admire the 
King* complaisance in going on purpose to Marly, 
to amuse the Duchess of Burgundy. As she is 
young, fond of company and play, she will be 
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more relieved from her chagrin than at Venaines» 
where there is not so full a court. If the lively 
friendship which subsists between hèr and tke 
Princcss of England continues, the Duchess of 
Burgundy may oflten hâve the pleasuré of seeing 
her. 

The Duke begins early to be afflicted with tlie 
goût, and, perhaps, had M. Fagon prescribed a re- 
gimen respecting living too well and drinking 
Champagne, he would, in case he had observed 
it, hâve found himself botter : it seems to me, 
that both the men and women endcavour to kill 
themselves, and yet they are, in despair when 
death approaches. I can easily conçoive that the 
first physician will hâve much difficulty in finding 
onesuitable for the Queen ; however, I ask him as a 
favour, not to be discouraged, because I do not 
know what we should do, if the head physician 
of the Spanish King were taken ill. ' 

Yes, Madam, I wish your life may be pro- 
tracted to more than an hundred and fourtcen 
years, which would cause • you to be looked upon 
as a prodigy. You would, perhaps, be a loser by . 
it, since you are disgusted with everything you 
aee at présent ; but the public and your faithful 
servants and friends would gain too much by it, . 
to be of your opinion ; moreover, fortune, perhaps, , 
would become more favourable, which would . 
afford you pleasure, you would see the King botter 
satisfied, and you would add greatly to the number 

yOL. III. R 
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of jour good decds. The Marquis de Moensera 
bas entered into his hundredth year,;and is cheer* 
fui and sprightly, and I hope you will foUow his 
example. il 

M. de Vendôme, who has acquired the esteem 
of the Spaniards» is about retiring, then, to Ânet, 
at which they appear very sorry. There are 
so many sick on every side, that it is not 
astonishing the Chancelier and M. Chamillard 
are attacked, and more especially the latter, 
who under bis^ fatigues, linds little consolation. 
I bave done myself the honour of speaking to you 
of the affairs of Rome, since we Icarnt that the 
Pope had acknowledged the Archduke. If there 
is any timidity shown in this business, it will be 
the means of completely spoiling everything : ail 
tbe well diSposed subjects of the King of Spain, 
could wish energy to be shown, both in France 
and hère, and I think they are in the right, for de* 
jection serves only to render the enemy more 
arrogant. The ambassador is of the same opi- 
nion, and he informs the King of everything neces- 
sary to be done. 

God gmnt that it may turn out in other respects 
advantageous, that the little corps of Marshal de 
N cailles receives no reinforcements I There 
would be, however, a fine différence between 
speedily expelling the Archduke from Catalonia, 
by the capture of Girona, which would compel 
him to adopt this measure, or leaviug him in Barr 
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celonEt • ttnd giyinghim leisure to receiYe a oon«» 
siderable reinforcetnent from Italy; now that no 
diversion ^ can be made, in that country» the 
Emperor giving the law to his Holiness, as at 
Naples and Milan, and the other Princes being 
likewise obliged to receive it. 

The Duchcss of Burgundy refused to play with 
the Duke de Vendôme, because she does not 
think it right to do him that honour. She could not 
I think excuse herself more civilly than she did, 
and it would be extremely wrong, on every ac- 
count, to présume to blame hër for it. 

The Queen will, like the Duchess of Burgundy, 
put on - mourning for some days for Madame de 
Maubuisson. I remember that it was the Duchess 
d'Uzes who was the first to introduce this fashlon, 
at the death of her aunt, the Abbess de Saint 
Etienne, at Rheims : I think it a bad custora, 
and which cannot give pleasure to the good 
nuns, who ought to be exempted from vanity, and 
who vow that they renounce the world. There is a 
report that the Abbé de la Rue will succeed Father 
de la Chaise. I hâve seldom heard more persua- 
sive sermons than his, which the Catholic King 
recollects, and much comroends ; and his appro- 
bation is not to be despised, for besides under- 
standing perfectly well his religion, he has both 
judgment and taste. 

Our ambassador was delighted with yotir 
assuring me that the King is satisfied with him, 

R 2 
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and he certainly does everything in his power to 
deterve ihe honoùr of his Majesty^t esteem, hit 
labours being great and not unproductive, I hâve 
another friend, with whom their Catholic Ma« 
jesties are very well satisfied, and there is cer- 
tainly nothing more commendable than his con- 
duct; I mean Cardinal Aquavi va, who has recently 
written to me, desiring me to tell the King of 
Spain from him, that he is quite ready to déclare 
himself openly, should his Majesty think proper : 
although he has the horour of being bom his 
subject, he does not pass for being of the party in 
faveur of this crown, so long as he does not make 
tl^is déclaration. Before leavin^ Madrid, his £mi« 
nence wished to know what would be most agreeable 
to his Majesty, who thoùght that itwas better for 
the Cardinal to serve him secretly than openly. I 
do not yet know the answer that he will order me 
to give him, but I very well know, that it is in times 
60 disagreeable as thèse, that honest men déclare 
themselves ! more créatures than enough are found 
when fortune smiles, and scarcely any when she 
frowns. AU the house of Atî, which is numerous, 
entertain the same sentiments; it is useless to 
mention those which I hâve for y ou, since I can- 
not suflSciently well express the extent of my 
affection and respect. 

P.S. I amashamed, Madam,ofaddingtoso long 
aletter, but I am under too many obligations to the 
Archbishop of Aix, to dispense with recommend* 
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ing to you the interestt of the Bishop de Die* 
nephew, who ii ver^ poor» and at the death of hit: 
unde none of the bénéfices fell to hb ihare. Tt ii 
taid that the see of Versailles is now vacant ; ho 
would be very happy if on this occasion the King 
would do him the honour of calling to mind his 
uncle*s merit and his own in particulari for his 
Majesty has not a more faithful subject» 



LETTER CXXXIX. 



TO TUS SÂM£. 



Madrid, llaichlSth, 1709. .. 

I HAD the honour of writing to you too long a, 
letter by the last post^ to trespass again upoa 
your patience to-day. The King of Spain» doubt^ 
less, informs the King of the success attending 
the springing of the mine, to blow up the Castle 
of Alicant ; it was adreadful affair, and the English 
who were in il must hâve evinced a great contempt 
of \i(e, to refuse the capitulation wlûch the Che- 
valier d'Asfield twice ofifered them, and he does 
not doubt but that the garrison of the place, 
*which he thinks has suffered severely, will be at 
lengthforced to surrenden This would be désir- 
able, because the whole kingdom of Valencia 
>vould then be completely rid of the enemy, and 
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wonld not requjre the number of troops'which 
are there at présent; while the greatest advan-< 
tagewould resuit from sending them into Cata- 
lonia, to endeavour to expel at any rate the Arch- 
duke this campaîgn. I do not think that the 
Duke de Noailles differs from me upon this 
subject, since he knows the conséquences of it. 

I was thinking of going to Aranjuez for a fort» 
night, for change of air and exercise, which my 
health much requires ; but being informed that 
the atmosphère of tliis place was too damp, owing 
to the late floods, I gave up my intention and 
shall now go to the Retiro, to which the Queen 
hasbeen pleased to consent. Whilst there, I shall 
hâve the honour of coming and paying my court 
to lier, either in the morning or afternoon, and 
retuming in the evening. I intend to take the 
exercise of walking till I am tired, in order 
to lay in a stock of good health, so as to be 
able the better to sustain the fatigue attending 
the confinement of her Majesty ; for besides my 
services near the Queen, and having to answer ail 
inquirers after her health, I shall hâve under my 
care the Prince of Asturias, and the Infant or 
Infanta which it may please God to send us. 
You will own that it requires much strength to 
sustain so many bodily and mental occupations, 
and more especially when the latter are of so 
unpleasant a nature. The Queen is well ; it is 
still thought that the oath to the Prince will take 
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placfronthetTth of next inonth.!*pThei]CrMiÛei- 
ties will go for four days to the Retiro^ ia order to 
be near the Church of Saint Hieronymus, wbich 
stands near the palace, and in which this cere« 
mony will take place. I think you will not be 
sorry to hear who the ladies of thé grandees are 
who will hâve the honour of accompanying the 
Queen ; they are the Duchesses de Prias and 
Médina Sidonia, the former is the lady of the 
Constable of Castile, Grand Master of the King's 
household, and the latter» the wife of the Grand 
Almoner; the Duchesses d'Ossunaand de Popoli> 
wives of the two captains of the body guard^ 
the lady of the Marquis de Aguiton, whose 
husband is commandant of the régiment of 
guards; the lady of the Marquis de Lombaya, 
whose husband represents the bouse of Borgia, 
and whose father» the Duke of Candia^ is the 
first gentleman of .the bed-chamber; the Coun- 
tess de Gormas, daughter-in-law to the Marquis 
de Villena, Viceroy of Naples, now a piisoner at 
Milan; the Countess d*Altamira, daughter of the 
Marquis d'Astorga, of the house Gusman'; the 
lady of the Marquis de la Jamuca, daughter-in- 
law to the Duke de Veraguas, and daughter of 
the* Duke de Cessa, first gentleman of the bed- 
chamber, and lately honoured witli the blue 
ribbon; the Countess de Cabra, wife of bis 
eldest son ; the Marchioness de Solero, daughter- 
in-law of the Count d'Estevan, Grand Master 



248. ' f LKTTEBS OV THB ':' 

of the Queen's. household ; the Marchioness .de 
Bedmar, who is no stranger to you» the Mar- 
chioness d'Aigular, sister of the Duchess de 
Médina Cœli, who is also of the number ; and 
the Marchioness * de Priego, dtiughter of the 
Marquis de los Balbases, and whose husband 
vrill be heir to the Duke de Médina Cœli. AU 
the ladies or daughters-in-law of the grandees 
are equally treated, when they corne to the 
palace, that is to say, haying the almohada or 
cushion, which is not the case with the daugh- 
ters-in-law of pur French Dukes» who stand in 
the royal présence, like other ladies of quality. 
AU thèse ladies arepreparing magnificent dresses, 
in émulation of each other. It appears that they 
hâve becn much affected by this distinguished ho- 
nour ; there are however twowho hâve not returned 
thanks, namely the Duchess de Medîna Cœli, and 
the Marchioness de Priego, her nièce; ail the 
others bave written to me, desiring me to présent 
thcir rcspectful gratitude, till the Queen shall 
permit them to corne in person to pay the tribute 
themselves. 

The nurse of the Prince of Asturias, whom we 
hoped would complète her task, has had the same 
accident which obliged us to change the others ; 
but we hâve had the good fortune to expérience 
no difficulty in gctting the Prince to take another ; 
I think as reason dawns upon him, hc knows that 
he should not be attached to any one in particulaf . 
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If I were as cheerful u formerly» and coiild trifle 
with you; I could add that he will not disgrâce 
the blood from whence be springs ; but I refrain 
from sucb a style when I tbink seriously. In 
wbateveir state» I am equally yours» Madam, and 
more at your service than words can express. 

P.S. The inqrâsitor gênerai died yeslerday ; 
hewas a pious man, and very much attached to 
the King, bis master, which causes him to be 
much regretted, as this office requires to be filled 
by a good and faithful subject. 



LETTER CXL. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, Bbidi Hth, 1709. 

• ' • • » 

The weàther continues so cold» that I bave not 
yet put into exécution my projëct of going to 
the Retire for exercise» which I feel is absolutely 
necessary for me ; as soon as the sûr is milder» 
I shall go there, and hope that in walking about 
and seeing no one, my head and my health vrill 
be benefited. You are too good to be anxious 
about them, and I retum you many thanks for it ; 
but my indispositions are not of that consequcQce 
to make you uneasy, and I could wish it were as 
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eAsf to cure your cold, as it is to recovermencbm»»! 
plctely. ' . ' * -fi • . •. -'^^^f/ :^fU ']fy 

Thbugh the de&th of the Prince de Conti might 
l>e expected, it has not been the less affectiDg ; 
and ail the Spaniards who hâve been in France^ 
testify their sorrow upon the occasion. Good 
God, Madam, in what a sad state the three 
Princes are, of whom vou do me the honour 
to make mention I I feaf thcy cannot sustain 
it, and lest it be a death blow to M. le Prince. 
The Duchess de Noailles will be very uneasy 
at the sickness of Madame de Beaumanoir. It 
is true that a prodigious number of people havo 
died within the last two or three ycars ; and 
though I think I know them ail, you will 
oblige me by scnding the list. The Duchess do 
Bcjar died this morning, frora the rupture of a 
blood vesscl, at the âge of twenty-two ; shc was 
daughter-in-law of the lady of the same name, 
vrhom the Queen took into her service as camarera 
mayor, during roy absence from Madrid. Her 
husband, who had already lest his first wife, is 
one of the rich Spanish lords, and has no children. 
Don Pedro Zunîga, hisbrother, whom his Majesty 
sent to communicate to the King the birth of the 
Prince of Asturias, possesses maxims and man- 
ners very différent from those of his brother, and 
report speaks highly of him. 

It is very déplorable that the King is obliged 



PHIKC tar DXI* CMUIS, 251 

to change* his- plans» on accôunt of the- bad >9tate 
of the Marshal de Boufflers* health ; I own that 
the wont of ail evils is the want of money; as 
for men I thought there were plenty ; it is certsdn; 
however, that money agents never had so much« 
It would be a strange folly for M. de Soubise to 
marry Madame de Verrue» and thus to ruin his 
children. It is more than a year since one of my 
friends >vrote to mo to say» that she thought bim 
capable of this. You are right in being surprised 
at the extrême blindness of men, at being so much 
attached to life, which is so short» and gives birth 
to so many frivolous projects. Madame de 
Soubise» who hacl always endcavoured to make 
rich matches for her children» will only» perhaps» 
havo donc so to cnrich anothcr. The Duchess do 
Vcntadour would be much displeased» if this 
is tho case. This is ail I havo the honour of 
writing to you ; however gloomy your letters are» 
do not deprive me of them if you please ; I cannot 
do without them» since thèse marks of your friend- 
ship are my greatest consolation. 

P.S. I thought of sending this letter by the 
Courier» who départs in four days» but the am- 
bassador despatching a courier extràordinary to 
France» I embrace the opportunity» and perhaps 
shall not hâve the honour of writing to you by 
the usual post, unless something occurs hère to 
require it» because I am very much occupied 
with the Quecn*s dress» that of tlie Prince» and 
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the penoûs who will hâve the honour of accompa^ 
nying him» and with the baptism of the sou of 
the young Marchioness de Terrecousa» for whom 
the Duke and Duchess of Burgundy hâve done 
the ambassador and me the honour to stand as 
proxies. AU this is more than enough to make 
the days too short» but I will, nevertheless, exert 
myself as much as possible, that everything may 
be conducted with suitable dignity. 

March 15th. 

I HAVB just received your letter of the 4th 
instant, and am delighted at the King*s arrange* 
ments respecting the gênerais, which also gives 
great satisfaction to ail those who wish well to the 
two Kings, and I expect much from this cam- 
paign, notwithstanding your fcars. What joy for 
the King, if Monseigneur should retrieve affairs : 
Marshal de Villars is fortunate, and the confidence 
he shows, notwithstanding he knows the troops to 
be in bad condition, appears to me a favourable 
ometi. Could I présume to ask you> whether the 
Duke of Burgundy is well disposed towards the 
Duke dllarcourt, and whether this Marshal has 
been reconciled to the Duke de Beauvilliers, his 
family and friends. It is not because I tbink 
that the Prince meddles with thèse sort of things, 
and that he is not above them, but it is certain • 
that when there is a préjudice in faveur, or against 
any one, there is grcater occasion for being atten- 
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Ûft to what is to be done; than vhen no preja- 
dicfe ezùU. I bave notlùng more, MadtuoD. to 
ànswer yon. 



LETTER CXLI. 



TO THE-tfAMB. 



Madrid, lihichieth, 1709. 

I HAD the honour of informing you, Madam, in 
a letter which I sent by the ambassador's couriez 
tbat you woiild not hear from me this post, uniess ' 
I had sdmething fresh to communicate ; the latter 
is the case to-day, and I am sorry for it. . The 
Queen, as she was walking slowly in her chamber, 
yesterday eveniog, fell upoa her knees ; but as 
her fall was not violent, I hope it will not be at- 
tended with any unpieasant conséquences. Her 
Majesty had the précaution to take a gtass of water 
immediately after, and to lie down. She wiU 
keep herbedfor nine days, in order toninno risk, 
elthough she hes not felt the least pain. We 
should hare been in great trouble, had the Queea 
injured hcrself in her eighth month, Clément not 
having yet arrived, and the mîdwivcs of Madrid 
beinginnorepute. God préserve her Majesty, and I 
always flatter myselfthathewillworksome miracle 
in faveur of the King and her. This accident 
postpones my intended excursion to the Retire. 
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The baptism of the Duke de Saint George^iBon to 
the Marchioness de Terracousa, vhom I had the 
honour of holding by proxy for the Duchess ,of 
Burgundy, with the ambassador for Monseigneur, 
was celebrated yesterday» with ail the splendeur 
suitable to such sponsors. M. Amelot had the 
whole of the church covered with the richest 
carpets that could be procured: there was a 
great display of silver, and a large band of music. 
Many grandees came, who were invited by the 
Marquis and his lady to be présent in this célé- 
bration ; the chapel exhibited an embroidered bed 
of gold, on which the infant was laid till our 
arriva], which is the custom at Madrid. There 
was a prodigious quantity of people to see the 
ceremony, which was the first that had taken 
place at this court, since we are assured that 
members of the royal family had never before 
doue this honour to any one. When ail was over, 
the Company visited the child*s mother, where they 
partook of a grand collation, which our ambassador 
had gallantly sent ; he also placed round the neck 
of this newly made chr>stian, a diamond necklace, 
from which was suspend ed a diamond cross ; and, 
in short, Madam, no effort was spared to do 
honour to Monseigneur and the Duchess of Bur- 
gundy. The Marquis and his lady desired me 
at the time, to offer their respectful thanks to the 
Princess ; and I thought you would hâve the good- 
ness to be the bearer o( theirs, as well as mine. 



u4 t^t tfab .waj wwdd bek^ 

if :I did ^myself the honmur of writiiig ÙÊmi 

fonnal letter on the lubJMt . 
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•' ' '•■ TO TH» SAMB. ' '' *" '■ ■■• ' " 

It. 18 only not to lose tu opportonity of wiit» 
ing to you» that I do so tonlay by retom.of 
the Courier of the Duke of Âlba ; for that of H. 
Amelot having retumed without bringing ma 
letters from you» I shall not hâve much to say in 
mine. The Queen continues to keep her bed 
since her fall, six days ago» from which she hu 
experienced no inconvenience ; in fact she hu 
never looked so well during her pregnancy, as iha 
does at présent. M. Clément» and Madame da 
la Salle, will only arrive at the beginning of next 
week. Their zeal for his Majesty^s service having 
caused them to set out sooner than I mentionedi 
they will be obliged to wait for the carriagesi 
which hâve been sent for them from Madrid, as faî 
as Bayonne, where they hâve been nearly a fort^ 
night ; so that they hâve had time to rest them- 
selves, which will the better enable them to perform 
the rest of their joumey. 
Our good-Archbishop of Saragossa has aiready 
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arrived in this city, to be présent at the path to be 
taken to the Prince. I was very .well acquainted 
with him, when the Queen went to assemble the 
States in Arragon, where her Majesty had every 
reason to be satisfied with his zeal : he is a very 
worthy prelate, of tried fidelity, and sincercly 
attached to their Catholic Majesties. He sufTered 
every possible outrage from the fury of the 
enemy when this kingdom revolted : he observed 
this moming to a grandee, who came to pay him 
a visit, that when he was in the hands of the 
Germâns» he soon made up his mind, thinking 
that the worst which could happen to him, would 
be to lose his head, and that he should hâve 
esteemed himself happy, if of a bad priest, as he 
was, they had made a good martyr of him. He 
is not the only prelate we hâve in Spain who 
prefers his duty to everything else; we hâve, 
thank God, many of the same character, who are 
very useful, to cherish in the people an affection 
for their King. 

It is ascertained that the governor of Alicant 
and two colonels were killcd, when the mine was 
sprung, and tbat ail is alarm there. Ncvertheless, 
Madam, they do not yet surrender ; but the Cheva- 
lier d*AsfeId asserts, that this must soon be the 
case. I hâve nothing more to inform you of, 
respecting this country ; it is where you are, that 
should be the scène of important events ; on our 
side at least we continue to brave the storm, and 
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LETTER C. 

TO THS Si 
1 

* 

YouR last letter, Madam^ 
would furnish me materials» i 
wished to touch upon the su 
Duke of Orléans, but I am to 
to probe this matter to the ï 
than one reason, I bave bet 
ments for the holy week, and 
out for Rome, by whom I i 
therefore postpone to the next 
writing to you more at lengt 
kept her bed nine days, and I 
on well. The Prince bas eut ] 
makesthetenth; IthinkthatC 
de la Salle, who are expectec 
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tbe honour» Madam, of being always a little in- 
diligent tQ me. 



LETTER CXLIV. 



TO THE 8AME. 

Madrid» April lit, 1709. 

Allow me to observe to you, Madam^ that it is 
rather my place than yours, to judge whether 
your letters are agreeable or otherwise: they 
afford me infinité pleasure, however cheerful or 
gloomy they may be, although they produce dif- 
férent impressions ; you unbosom yourself to me, 
with ail your native frankness, and I prize this 
confidence, as a mark of your goodness, of which 
I am truly sensible. 

i^ it possible, Madam, that ail tl\e men whota 
you kno %v, appcar to you at their witi* end, and 
that there are noae capable of suggesting fresh 
resources? It is a sign of their despondency, 
which does theiA no crédit, for however awkw* ;dly 
afiairs may be sit^j^.ted, great minds and courage* 
ous hearts always struggle most against bad 
fortune. God works miracles when he pleases, 
and I implore of him, at this time, that of reviving 
the dejectcd hopes of your court, and of cffecting 
a reconciliation amongst thoso who hâve so 
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. mnch occasion for it. I hope, with yoa, Madara, 
that their Catholic Majesttes will not be deserted 
by heaven, and that their virtues, in spite of the 
injustice of man, and the success of their enemies, 
will draw down upon them its blessings, aod 
. ftithough it is said that p< ce should be made oft 
any terms, I trust this v never be the case. 

Pardon me, if I hâve the honour of observing toi 
you, that I should not thînk itrightto consent to4 
disgraccfui peace, even though I should be neaV 
you, to see everything that is occurring ; and 
Marshal de Boufflers and I should hâve a grand 
contest before I gave up the point. 

I am not astonished, Madam, at the anger of 
tbe Duke of Alba, when he hears it suggested 
Uiat the King, his master> should be prevailed 
upon disgrscefully to cède his great moaarchy by 
a treaty, to which I certainly cannot think his 
Majesty will consent ; and the ambassador is too. 
gcci a .^ubjcct net to perish with his master, ratber 
lt.an apî-rove an action which would dîshrnnnr 
tiim in the eyes of the nation, and which posterity 
would scarcely believe. 

I know not why Madame de Soubise bas been 
accused of advising the abandonment of the King 
of SpaÎD : it is surely enough to cast imputations 
upon the liring, without injuring the memory of 
the dead. 

This Harshal de Villars spcaks and «cts like 
tbose hcioes of romance, who think thcy niust 
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conquer wherever they go, and I prefer such 
conduct now, 80 much the reverse of that which 
has brought us near the précipice. If M. Demaretz 
supplies this gênerai with money you shall see, 
Madam, that he will again put our affairs into a 
good way. 

Ail you say and do is in vain, you will live in 
spite of yourself and not in spite of me, I assure 
you. I shôuld be very sorry to lose Cardinal de 
Jansoh so soon. 

Your Irish lady, whom you bave donc me the 
honour of recommending to me, has at length 
paid me a visit,having been eight months hère 
without my knowing it, and I promised to do ail 
in my power for her on your account. 

M. Clément and Madame de la Salle are at 
last arrived, to our great satisfaction, and they 
hâve communicated to me, as you may conceive, 
ail the kindnesses of the King, and the Duchess of 
Burgundy, as well as yours, at which I am much 
affected. I could wish to answer the remainder 
of yours of the 18th ultimo, but it is too late, my 
packet is sent for, and I must attend their Ma- 
jesties. 
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LETTER CXLV. 



TO THE SAM£. 



I 



Buea Retiro, April Sth, 1709. 

No letters, Madam, from Versailles by the last 
post ; it is tberefore imagine^, that they must hâve 
been forwarded by the courier extraordinary de> 
spatcbed from bence by M. Amelot, and who, as a 
matterof course, should arrive to-day or to-morrow. 
I could wisb that the King had detained bim longer» 
60 as that we might leara that the army is again 
in agood state, since Marshat de Villars bas brought 
it a supply of money, together with confidence 
in a successfui campaign. 

The grand day for takingtheoath tothe Prince 
of Asturias bas at lengtb arrived, and the ceremony 
was yesterday performcd in the church of the 
Retiro, with manifest joy in the countenances of 
ail who were présent to acknowledge him as the 
successor of the Ktng bis father. Cardinal Porto- 
carero said high mass ; the patriarcb, who acts 
as grand almoner, confirmed the Prince ; and the 
cardinal wLo had the honour of standing as god- 
(ather to him, was highly gratified. It will, 
UflubUess, appear extraordinary to you that con- 
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understand its meaning ; but it is the custom in 
SpaÎDi and it ^as requisite before be could be 
acknowledged as heir. Never vras a ceremony 
performed, with more pomp, order and magnifi- 
cence. The Prince himscif gave his hand to kiss * 
to those vrbo kneeled before him, and as that 
lastcd more than three hours, and he vras attacked 
vritli hungcr and slcep ai tho same moment, ho 
began to cry, being quite exhausted with the 
exercise ; but his nurse being sent for» and 
although she relieved him, he continued to hold 
eut his little hand to kiss in a most charming 
manner. I placed M. Clément and Madame de 
la Salle in my pew, where they saw everythîng, 
I am sure, Madam» they thought the spectacle 
very fine, and that the King and Queen actually 
appeared in their proper characters when they 
leiî the palace of Madrid to corne to this. AU 
the streets vrere full, as also the balconies and Win- 
dows» from whence everybody shouted in praise of 
theîr Majesties and the Prince, whlch ought to 
be a cohvincing proof that their love of them 
increaseSi rather than diminishes, and that there 
is only a small number of ill-disposed persons, 
who are scarcely worth naming, uniess it is to 
make thém feel what they owe to their sovereigns. 
One of this description fell at the Prince's feet as 
he was approaching to kiss his hand, which gave 
rise to some trifling reflections. I think we shall 
return at the end of this week to the palace. To- 



assures us that it will take place on Saint Ph 
day, and tliat slic wîU hâve an Infanta. I c 
einccrdy wisli for it, as you havo no idea w1 
good effect this would hâve on the minds o\ 
Catalonians, who believe in prédictions. I 
nothing more to add, Madam, to what I havc 
had the honour of writing to you, since 
Majesties and the ambassador write abou 
that concerns public affaira. I am, as I < 

. to be, the most affectionate and most nsp* 

jÈ pfyour servants. 

P. S. I must not omit in my brief descri 
of the ceremony. that Cardinal Poitoc 
received the oalh» end the Duke de Medini 
the homage -which wai paid to the Prince; 
the Duke de Médina Sidonia held the naked i 
by the side of the Kîng, an honour whid 
formerly attached to the houne of the i 
d'Oropesa; and that young Count d'Ag 
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LETTER CXEVl. 



TO THX MAMM. 



^Y it DQfvr a loDg time, Madam, since I im 

^'^Hoiita ktter firom 3roa, the last post having 

^^'^^Hight me noue. I might fcar lest you had 

^^"^Kottcn me, if I conceived you Icss perfcct than 

y^Xa arc ; but you are incapable of changîng, and 

^^B of abating your goodness, for a scn-ant and 

^^Vîendwhois devoted to vou as I am* IIow- 

^^r, as the honourable proofs of your kindnoss 

^stain me in my présent painful situation, con- 

**^ue I entreat you to give me them as oftcn as 

iK^ssible. 

The cholic, vrhich has again attacked the King, 
dthough thank God, not dangerous, does not fail 
togive me pain, kno\Wng frora expérience that 
the sufferings it causes are very acute. The Duke 
of Alba has informed us that his Majesty has bcen 
bled for it, which has entirely cured him. Nothing 
of conséquence has occurred in this court since 
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mylastletter.' TheKinguid iQiMai lukfe ban 
80 comfortable at the Retiro» tinM .IIm grand 
ceremony of taking the oiih to the Prinee^ Ihit 
they ha^re not yet retumed to the palaee* Th^ 
MajesUes walk about b thia home» the gardent 
of which are very convenient» bebg on a lerel with 
the apartments. M. Clément approvea tt the 
Queen taidng exercise ; he doea not tfaink the 
will be confined tiU the beginning of May» 

At length» Madam» we hâve loat M. le Prince.^ 

Although we could scarcely flatter ourscWes witlu 

bis recovery after so long an illness, bis death haa 

not failed to afflict me : he had honoured me witU 

bis attentions at ail times and on évery occaûo 

which is sufficiont to make me regret him as lo 

as I live. The Prince and tbe Princess 

Conti are, I think» in a strange state ; I know n 

how the présent Prince will behave to them : i 

appears to me tliat his mothcr has always had j 

great afTcction for him ; but sometimes this is mp 

enough. I rejoice with you, Madam, at the 

millions which the French vessels bave broagh t 

from the Indies. It would be désirable for th^ 

King of S pain, tbat his Viceroy the Marquis d6 

Castel los Rios should serve him better thao h^ 

does. This court appears to me to be dissatisfie^ 

with him, because he ought to hâve sent to hitf 

Catholic Majesty much more money than he hz0 

done, knowing as he does, how much it ia wanted ^ 

nevertheless, he is indebted to him for his title aâ 
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grandee and his fortune, which the Spaniards 
hâve always envicd him. 1t is truo that it was 
through the patronage pf the King, to whom he 
had the honour of being ambassador» that the 
King, his master, granted him ail that he has given 
him, and therefore, he should not be ungratefuL 
Apropos, of the vice-royalties of the Indies, I 
think it my duty, Madam, to do my self the honour 
of giving you an account of two letters I received 
from Madame d'O. respecting a Spaniard, called 
M. de Menecez. She eamestly pressed me for 
him to succeed the Marquis de Castellost Rios, 
or the Duke d*Alburquerque tclling me, it would 
give great pleasure to the Duchess of Burgundy, 
and sending me a Icttcr from that Princcss to tho 
Queen, which I had the honour of prcscnting 
to lier, and which containcd a roqucst to her 
Majesty, that she worM ask this faveur of the 
King hcr husband. Tbc Queen only laughed at 
it, clearly perceiving that the persons who had 
prevailed upon her siste/ to make such a request, 
v/ere but little aware of the importance of such 
offices, or that they had been deceived by the 
aspirant after it, who jf^uve himself out for a more 
important character than he is. In truth, Madam, 
this pretension is nearly the same thing as if the 
Queen asked the Duchess of Burgundy to use her 
influence with the King in behalf of a simple 
Frendi gentleman, in order to obtain for him the 
govemment of Burgundy or Bnttany ; but it is 
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not worth speaking about. I hâve not preramed 
to intiroatc to Madame d*0. that nctwithstanding 
her good sensé, she had outwitted herself in an 
affair of this kind, and therefore I hâve not 
answered her. I should, however, be very sonry 
if she was displeased vrith me ; she might leam 
from the Duke of Alba whcthcr M. de Meneccz, 
although a very honest man, and virhose father 
had formerly so virell defended Valenciennes, 
ought to be preferred to the greatest lords of the* 
monarchy, who volunteer their services in those 
remote countries. 
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LETTER CXLVII. 



TO THE. SAMB. 



Buen ReOro^ April I7tli, 1709. 

GoD be praised, Madam! A courier ofmy 
friend M. de Pontcharlrain brought me your letters 
of the 24th and 31st uUimo. Although they are 
scarcely more cheerfui, thun the reflection caused 
by the list of deaths which you bave annexed, I 
cannot help welcoming them, since they contain 
good accounts of the healths of the King and 
^lonseigneur, for I rely solely on you upon a 
subject vrhich is so near my heart« I hope that 
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this terrible cholic may not retum again^ provided 
Lis Majesty will only take a little care of himself. 

You appear to me too flattering, Madam, from 
your observations upon the ceremony, of which 
I had the honour to give yoii a description, for a 
persoQ who sees nothing but misfortunes oc every 
side, and who is hopcless as to their termination. 
You will not even allow yourself to pray to God 
for his miraculous interposition, and I cannot 
conceive whence anses your scruples. Are you 
inclincd to limit his power ? The more difficult 
every thing becomes, the more worthy it is for him 
to manifest his omnipotence. 

I am very différent from you in this respect ; I 
pray to him, and hâve prayers said by better 
beings than myself, to change everything in our 
favour, and I do not despair (^although resigned 
to his dispensations) but that at length he will 
listen to our prayers and protect the justice of our 
cause, which is so very much oppressed. 

The Qiieen sends for me, and the courier being 
about immediately to départ, I hâve not time to 
say more, but must unwillingly concîudc by 
assuring you of my great attachment. 



FllINCESS DES URSINS. 



LETTER CXLVIII. 



TO THB 8AME. 



Buen Redro^ AprQ Uni, 

Afteb having had the honour of c(m< 
ihe Prince of Asturias, whp accompanied th 
jesties, to the palace of Madrid, I returae 
Madam, to spend three days in taking m< 
I am leaving this to-morrow, aller which 
not quit the Queen's apartment, unless 
complète everything necessary for the re 
of the expected Infant or Infanta, and to 
its little court. The fifth nurse having fall 
it has been determined to wean the Prince 
is strong and eats whatever is offered 1 
this is thought to be the best plan. 

The news of the surrender of the c 
Alicant arrived yesterday evening, to tl 
joy of every one. Nor can the plea 
described which ail Madrid manifested, ^ 
King and Queen passed through this 
Saturday. The grandees, who were on foc 
the sedan of this Princess, the whole of tb 
household, which is splendid, the sti 
carpeted, the balconies filled with well 
women, and the great number of peop 
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appeared delighted, formed» indeed» an admirable 

9'Srht, and should for a moment dispel your cha- 

firnn» to enjoy the pleasure of knowing that their 

Catholic Majesties are so much beloved by their 

^ubjects. What I bave the honour of telling 

yo\:t is correct, for I will not conceal from you 

^l^e truth. I expect, wîth much impatience, the 

^^^'rfval of the post this week, for which you know 

^^^ reason ; I sincerely thauk God that the King 

yourself are in good health, which is ail I can 

i^v^e the honour of saying to you. 



LETTER CXLIX. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, April28th, 1709. 

YouE letters become very rare, Madam ; I bave 
^eived none by the last post, and such a priva- 
tion always grieves me ; therefore, having nothing 
to reply to, I bave only to communicate my senti- 
ments respecting the most important of my con- 
cems, since it behoves me to merit the continua- 
tion of the King*s gracious favour, without which 
I should bc the most unhappy of human beings. 
The peace, which it is announccd from ail quartcrs 
his Majesty is negociating, and the conditions of 
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which are circulated, renders my situation as uq- 
plessant as it is criticall I am at a loss how ta 
conduct myself undcr bucIi painful circumstances ; 
but kno'ving that ' »•" ♦ruiy French, that my 
respectfut attacbment le King is boundless, 
and that my gratitude his favours continues 
the same, suffer me, mos lumbly, to entreat yoi 
to lay down a rule fo jonduct, in order tha 

the King may see more t irly by my actions how 
much I am devoted to h service. His ambas 
sador, whose zeal is commensurate with his intelli 
gence and assiduity, will conceal nothing fron 
him of what occurs in this court, and that it is th< 
firm resolution of his CathoUc Majesty not t( 
abandon his crown and his subjects but with life 
for which reason I shall say nothing more on thii 
topic, as it would only be a répétition of tbe sami 
thing. 

AprilSOth. 

I hâve at length received this morning, by th 
retum of the ambassador's courier, a letter froi 
you, dated tbe 15th April, which I shall postpoDi 
answering until M. Amelot despatches another 
which he says will be the first opportunity. 

The Prince of Asturias, thank God, is weaned 
and enjoys perfect health. We are raomentaril 



LBTTEU8 or THE 



• • 



• 



/ 



tETTER CL. 



TO TH£ 8AME. 



Madrid» H^ Gth» 1709. 

I RECsivED by the last post, Madam» a letter 
trom the Baron de Câpres, who forwarded me 
thvA which you did me the honour of writing to 
me, to recommend tome liis interests atthis court; 
und your manncr of doing it is ia truth very press- 
ing, since you observe to me that you must act in 
accordance with the wishesof the ladyof Marshal 
de Noailles, feeling ail the influence which she has 
overyou. Allow me to tell you that shewould 
exercise it more mildly, if you were less unkind 
to her, and ail the othcr membersof your family. I 
shall endeavour to make amcnds for it, by doing ail 
that I possibly can for the Baron de Câpres, and 
with as much zeal as you possess indifférence ; 
heartily loving as I do my friends, and knowing, 
morcover, from expérience, that certain fcatures 
of character on which you pride yoursclf, as I 
hâve also donc for the la$t eight ycars, do us no 
honour, and serve only to create enemies. 

You will hâve seen by my last letter, my sen- 
timents on passing cvcnts, the great désire I 
hâve Uù anticipate ail the King*s wishes, and my 
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unpleasaut and délicate situation. ' I thought Bt 
firat of taking the libertjr to wrîte to the Kin; 
mjrself, very humbly to entreat him to prescribe 
for me a Une ofconduct; but on mature reflec- 
tion I thoufj'bt it address you, in order 

to ascertain hia tentions, and to bave 

the goodness to ex] m to me in every par* 

ticular, wliich favour 'eat your goodness to 

excuse if I now renew le Quecn, until now, 
bas felt no symptoms ' approaching confine- 

ment, whicb induces M. Clément to think that 
she may go till the 16th or 20tb instant. The 
people anticipatc grcat picasurc at hcr Majcsty 
being on the evc of giving them en Infant or 
Infanta ; and it appears that their attachment for 
tbeir Sovereign redoubles since thcy are afraid 
of losing him, whicb is reciprocally the case 
with the Ktng and Queen for such good subjects. 
I am much astonished that Marshal de Villara 
has found the troops ïn better condition 
and better disposed than was reported at Ver* 
Bailles ; it woutd appear that almost every one 
endeavours to disheartcn the King: the interest 
of tliis gênerai would be rather to magnify than 
diininisb the evils, in order to avoid the blâme ol 
unpleasant contingcncies, and to acquire glorj 
from any success. Ilowever, he may well think 
that he will be able to do notbing with this army 
if it ia not naid. IIow lontr. Madam. has it béer 
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money nor men» and that eveiy sacrifice must be 

made to obtain peace I You» however» hâve 

secn the falsehood of this tbe last campaign ; and 

had the gênerais been united, it would hâve 

struck you still more forcibly that there was 

despair when there were resources. I will not 

enlarge upon the subject» since it would only 

tend to mortify^s both ; but assuredly, Madam, 

it strikes me, that if I could hâve the honour of 

an interview with you, I should unbosom myself 

and point out several things which plunge us into 

the abyss, but which might hâve been prevented, 

or at least remedied. I will always hope for the 

intercession of heaven in our favour. Cardinal 

de Portocarero would not be at ail of your 

opinion respecting death ; he takes great pleasure 

in witnessing the birth of an Infant or Infanta, 

and in returning from Toledo, where he is at 

présent, to be hère on the Queen's confinement. 

Madame de Courcillon is in a singular pre- 
dicamcnt, to hâve the pains of labour and not to be 
confined; it would be a great pity if such a 
pretty woman died, and I should grieve for the 
two familics who would sustain the loss. I no 
longer hear Madame de Saint-Gcran spoken 
of, since you inform me, that, in conséquence 
of sickness, she had retired to a convent at Paris. 
I could wish she were cured and at Versailles 
again, as she is good company, aild cheerful in 
conversation, of which you stand in need in 
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eontequçiioe of the prêtent dieedftil etete of ^ 
tfiairt ; whièh I feel es well es yranel^ per^ 
ticipatiiig in your troubleii and ail joor 
end sensibly feeling wheterer efiëete jra. 



LETTER CLL 



TO THB lAMB. 



Madrid, Mqr lOlh, 1700L 

Excuse me, Madam, for not answering.to-day 
your two letters of the 26th and 29th ultimo, 
which are of too gloomy a cast to bterfere with 
the joy that we expérience at the news of the 
Portuguese having been defeated. The Marquis 
de Bay has shewn that he knew what to do, on 
80 important and glorious an occasion, for the 
subjects of his Gatholic Majesty : he has taken 
seventeen pièces of cannon, the whole . of the 
baggage, three English battalions, and the 
Count de Saint-John prisoner, who ia a gênerai» 
with several other officers. It is thought that 
the enemy hâve lost more than four thousand men, 
exclusive of prisoners. This affair will probably 
be attended with favourable results. 

AU the grandees, and the populace, ran to the 
palace to testify their satisfaction, and now, u I 

T a 
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am writing to you, the square is quite fuU of 
people Would to God that Marsbal de Villars 
may do something to be spoken of I Be so good» 
I entreat y on, to make my respectful compliments 
to the Kingi the Duchess of Burgundy, and ail 
the royal famlly» to wrhom I do not take the liberty 
of writingy lest I should be troublesome. 

P.S. The Marquis de Bay highly extols the 
fcats of the Marquis de Caylus in this action, which 
I beg you to inform your nièce of : she will not 
be sorry for it ; I am very much so that the 
Buchess de Noailles is not pregnant. 



LETTER CUL 



TO THE lAME, 



Modrld, May 19th, 1709. 

Tiix Ictters which I hâve latcly sent you were 
writtcn in so great a hurry, that I rc-pcruscd yours 
in ordcr to answer them more at length. That 
which appears to me of the greatest conséquence 
is the health of the Kîng, the Duchess of Bur* 
gundy, and your own, which, thank God, is pre* 
served in the midst of so many distractions, so 
well calculatcd to injure it, were it not for his pro- 
tection. I hâve a favourable future presentiment 
from it, and I cannot believe that our misfor tunes 
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ymXi last long» or thtt heafen hit not nim oih 
foreseen couolttion in itore for ut alL I doobt, 
however, whether it be M. de Torey^t JomMj 
vrhich is to give^ut a gUmpte of it; a pièce ef 
news which bat darmed ill good Spamirds» wbo 
imagine that he is gone to Holland to negociate a 
peace, quite contrary to tbeir wiabes; but how* 
ever» we shall probably soon leam wbat truth 
there is in this, Nothing is more dreadfid tban 
famine; it is almost gênerai ; ne vertheless there It 
plenty of corn in the Morea, wbich the Italien 
princes get supplied witli. Wby not do the same 
in France ? 

Cau it be possible» Madam, that the|mean8 
of subsisting the fine and well disposed troops 
under Marshal de Villars are wanting ? I am per- 
suaded that this gênerai >vill do something worth 
talking of» if he is properly supported, 

The Princess and the Duke hâve done me the 
honour of writing to me, at the same time that 
they sent me letters for their Catholic Majestics,- 
The Princess appears to be overwhelmcd with 
grief» at which I am not surprised» kno^^ing as I 
do the excellence of her heart I remembcr once 
going to pay my respects to her» and finding 
her alone» in a lower apartment of the hôtel of 
Condé» bitterly wceping the fate of a nun of Mau- 
buisson» a sister of M. Fagon; at which I was 
60 much affected» that l wept very much also» 
although I had never known her ; wbich evinced 
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vfV^^i may be called» on my part, much weakness* 
The same thing happened to me for the Marquis 
d^ Nesle, of whom I knew but little more, on 
tliinking of the despair in which I believed his 
^vife was about to be plunged, who only laughed 
it was said, as she lay in bed, after his death was 
announced to her. I could, if I were inclined, re- 
late to you many otker similar follies, but I should 
fear incurring your contempt, when I hâve necd 
^^ your esteem. The short grief of the Princess 
"^ Conti is remarkable. I regret having done 
'ïiyself the honour of imparting to you the afFair 
'^ which Madame d'O. is engaged, from the ap- 
P^^Hension lest it may injure her in your estima- 
^^n. It often happons that persons possessing 
^^^tid and merit, are more^imple than others, and 
^'^''^ ought not to enteitain a less favourable opinion 
^^ them when they hâve been toô credulous. 

My dear friend, M. de Pontchartrain, has many 
^Hemies; for my part, his conduct to me has 
^Iways been very kind. 

It is a very good thing to hâve recourse to the 
Maints. Public prayers hâve been a long time 
ordered in this country, and the fruits of the earth 
• are very promising, although it is feared lest the 
great number of locusts, which hâve made their 
appearance, may do as much mischief as they did 
last yean 

It is indeed not necessary for you to recommend 
the Duke de Noaîlles to me, since he is as dear to 
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me at least m to yourtèlf, and I «m wonj tliat a 
manlike him, to devoted to theKing^uidwIiolias 
80 great an affection for hit penout ahoold qinft 
him ; but it is to senre him; and certainly tlûne 
is reasonto hope, if the French troopa ara paid in 
Catalonia, that bis campaign will be not lata 
glorious than advantageous, since tbe Arcbduto 
is too weak, and the Cataloniatta ara much incom- 
moded with bis présence. 

Tbe Ducbess appcan as if sbe would be cou* 
fined, without the prasence of M. Clément, since 
the Queen feels no pains as yet, and it bas been 
judgedadvisable to bleed her» because of herhead 
being affectcd. lier Majesty feit wëakness the 
day foUowing» at roass, from which ehe was re* 
covered by the application of some eau de la reine, 
and she is now quite welL The condition of poor 
Madame de Courcillon is pitiabic ; but Clément 
hopes that ail will bc right again. If Mademoi^ 
selle Sery does not approve, of the Duchess of 
Orléans being pregnant, as you inform me» I think 
that the Princess hcrself is nearly as much averse 
to it» and that she is agreed with this person at 
least upon the subject. The Duke of Orléans* 
wound was so bad, that I fear be often feels 
its conséquences. I am very glad that Madame 
de Saint-Geran is sufficiently recovered to retum 
to Versailles, and as her society is cheerful 
and amusing, she will beguile your moments of 
sadness. I am quite grieved at the accident 
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which has happened to the Duchess de Noailles, 
although she is still young enongh to be the 
mother of a family. 

You see, Madam, that my pretepded kindnesses 
for you are net so very much diminished as my 
letters ; although this one is very long» it appears 
tome short, because I hâve notagreaterplcasure 
than when I write to you. We should scold 
hcartily, if we wcre nearer to cach olher; but 
what is certahi is, that one of us would yield to 
reason if in the wrong, \v\n\e nothing could 
prevent me from loving and honouring you. 



LETTER CLIII. 



TO THE 8AME. 

Madrid, May 2601, 1709. 

As I have not heard from you, Madam, the 
last post, 1 have only to talk to you of our court. 
The Queen not beîng yet confined, and feeling no 
symptoms, we begin to think it will only take place 
next month ; for which I am very sorry, as I could 
wish to see her out of this painful affair, although 
those of a public nature promise us no future 
good ; but, as God superintends everythîng, we 

tniiQt Via rpcîcmpfl tn Viîc/^îcrk^ncofîrknc T'KûrA Yioe 
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the figures of Saint Isidorus and that of his wife» 
who is beatified, were borne. This saint was a 
husbandman, and the people placed great confi- 
dence in bis protection of the fruits of the earth, 
which appear extremely promisîng ; but we bave 
to fear the ravages of swarms of locusts which 
usually devour the corn. AU 'the peasants catch 
as many as they can, and they are paid for their 
trouble by the bushcl. Some provinces are net 
infested with thèse dangerous insects, as Andalusia 
and Estrcmadura» which produce much grain. 

The Marquis de Bay vigorously foUows up the 
victory he bas obtained ovcr the Portuguese, 
having passed the Caya in pursuit of them ; but 
the fear of being again beaten bas caused them to 
throw up entrenchments, so strong as to render it 
imprudent to attack them. This gênerai has, 
howcvcr, compcnsatcd himsclf in some mcasure 
forit, by taking possession of the bridge ofOlivença 
with scarcely any opposition. If this place is not 
better provided than what report says, it would 
not be impossible to capture it, which would be a 
very important advantage, being the best the King 
of Portugal bas upon his fronticrs. 

You sec, Madam, that we arc not unfortunate 
in everytbiiig ; but whatevcr disgrâce may happen 
to me, I shall always be happy, provided you are 
plcased to continue me your friendship. 
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LETÏER CLIV. 



TO THE 8AME. 



Madrid, June 3rd, 1709. 

You haye, then, felt no joy, Madam, on learning 
the news of the victorv obtained over tho Porta- 

m 

guese» but perhaps chagrin, fearing lest the 
successes in Spain should fortify his Catholic 
Alajesty in the resolution to défend himself at ail 
hazards, and lest this should become an obstacle 
in the way of a pcace, so mucli desired. If, 
ncvcrthclcss, the cnemy continucd to be bcaten 
in this country, you would not fail to find tliose 
with whom M. de Torcy is ncgociating less arro- 
gant and unjust. But JNIarshal de Besons has 
not bccn sent upon such expcditions, and I am 
persuaded that although \ve sliould find expé- 
dients tosubsist the French troops tliis campaîgn, 
he would not enter the field, to take advantagc of 
the wxakness of the Archduke in Catalonia. It 
13 confcssedly a great misfortune for the two Kings 
that measures will not be adopted which would 
bc so advantageous to ihem. I much fear this 
will be secn when too late. A couricr, de- 
spatehed by the Duke of Alba, assures me, that 
throughout his joumey the corn was coming on 
very well ; so that if there is a probability of a 
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good harvest, that will put an end to the famine ; 
but they frighten you, moreover, with the acurvy 
and the plague ; why do not they add that the sky 
will fall? — I agrée that every sort of disaster may 
happen, but why afflict yoursnlf by anticipating 
evil? If the soldiers thought of dying with 
hunger, they would not be so courageous as they 
are, and the oflficers and Marshal de Villars being 
contented to eat blnck or oatcn bread, I cannot 
belicve but it will be found for thcm, and that 
such a disposition will be turned to good aceount. 
Pardon me, I intreat you, if I do not agrée to the 
necessity there is of submitting to what the league 
wishes to impose upon the grcatcst monarch in 
the world ; and I cannot imagine to mysclf the 
mortal chagrin which in such a case he would ex- 
périence, witliout fccling inconccivabic pain, for 
I scarccly know what could happcn worsc than 
this. I havc bcen informed to-day, that M. de 
Bcsons is collccting ail his troops, and as it is 
known thathc is not calling in the Frcnch from 
the position which they occupicd, to go in scarch of 
the cnemy, it irritâtes the Spaniards, and may 
producc drcadful cflccts, of which the conséquen- 
ces may, pcrhaps, prove fatal. If the King had 
the goodncss to impart his intentions to his 
ambassador, efforts would be made in obeying 
his wishes, to adopt suitable measures, and we 
should not then be exposed to the caprices of 
fortune. 
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Their Majesties are certainly in a strange 
situation ; and I am aiready prepared, for 
having need of your protection, as likewise M* 
Amelot, since we hâve committed a crime in well 
serving the King of Spain» and by our continued 
good understanding. This conduct, however» is 
what the King prescribed to us on quitting 
Marly ; to which, morcover, is to be added, the 
déférence and afTection that the King and Queen 
hâve constantly evinced for his IMajesty, which 
are faults that will never be forgiven us, and which 
might ruin us entirely, if you had not the good- 
ness to support us. I thought I sbould hâve re- 
ceived the King's orders, for which I entreated 
you to apply to him, as a rule for niy conduct ; 
I wait for them vôry impatiently, but 1 imagine 
that it was not intended to scnd me them, until 
the Marquis de Torcy had either concludcd or 
broken off the négociations. 

I did not know that the Count de Brionne's son 
was to marry Mademoiselle de Duras, this is a 
capital match, with a lady of family and a fortune 
of two millions. M. le Grand has reason to be 
vcry glad of it. 

The Duke de la Rbuchefoucauld adopts the 
wisest course, in his bad state of health ; for I 
think it better to live at a distance from courts, 
than to pass one*s days in thcm ; nor can I doubt 
it, since you say, that nothing is more proper 
than for a great bunter to retire to the cover. 






yuvciti DU VMixi. ttS 

There eannot be a better expedkat thu tint 
yôtt hâve suggested, to prevent the Dnchets id 
Mantua from prejudicing her rank as a torereigiit 
aad causing embarrassment to anybody, wbkh 
is to pay her court to the King at your hooae» as * 
it would not be impossible for this lovely Princess 
to excite envy ; but I trust she will find a 'good 
friend iu you. This is a long letter for a woman 
x?ho is not at her ease, but who does not honoor ' 
you the kss for it. 

P.S. The Countess de Soissons, who is at 
Lyons, has requested o? me, through a gentleman 
who sawher there» to recommend her to your 
friendly notice; but I promised nothing, thus 
leaving you always at liberty to act as you please 
without giving a déniai. She has a great désire 
that the King would hâve the goodness to permit 
herto place herself in anyconvent at Paris his 
Majesty may think proper. As I do not know 
why it was wished that she shoùld remain where 
she is, I hâve abstained from saying anything 
about it ; but if her intentions were liable to sus* 
picion» she would be much more capable of doing 
mischief upon the frontiers than at Paris, where 
she will be subject to be overlooked. You will 
do me the honour of retuming me such an answer 
upon this subject as you may judge proper; I once 
saw her very beautiful, this caused her misfor- 
tunes, but did not diminish her prudence, which 
will be her best recommendation to you. 
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LETTER CLV. 



TO THE S AME» 



Jime lOdi, 1709. - 

Wb certmnly hâve not now very pleasant topics 
' to discuss ; however» I am still more sorry when 
I receive no letters from you» than in reading an 
account of ail the misfortunes by >vhich France is 
assailed, and, mdreover, ail those >vhich you still 
predict ; because your silence gives me more pain 
than your complaints, knowing that you carry 
your idcas bcyond the worst that one could pos* 
sibly imagine to happen» and you are ingenious 
in tormcnting yourself. I own, however, that 
our disasters are very great, and^that you hâve 
at présent only too many causes for gtiefi if peace 
should be made upon those frightful terms which 
the enemy wishes to impose. \Ve are so alarmed 
at the idea» that I cannot conceive it will be bought 
at this price» and that the King's subjects vvill 
not make a sacrifice of everything in their power, 
to prcvcnt France from cxpcricncii)g snch a 
d'iNgrucc, and ho good a sovcrcign Nuch dcep 
chagrin. Thcre is nobody in Spain who is unac- 
quaintcd with the formidable prctensions of the 
Icague, and the bluw it aims at this monarchy. 
I Icave you to judgc what cflcct ail this is calcu- 
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lated to prodooe» uid Ithe titiittfoii of Ûâkt 
Catholio Mijeatiet; but I think it iràoderfiiL thaï 
although they are vary sensible of h ihtif are net 
dejected ; the King b quite occupied wHb pre* 
parations to défend himself alone» in case tbe King^ 
his grandfather» withdrawa hia support» and 
without which it will be very diffieult to preserre 
Spain. You press me to romain herot thinking 
that I shduld not be useless to their Miyeslies» 
and the Queen baying occasion for some one to 
console her. The élévation of her soûl, and h«r 
good sensé, will suggest tp her, better than I could, 
ail the meansof alleviating her chagrin, and I 
should fear to aggravate it, by the distrust that 
would be excited in the Spaniards, in seeing me ' 
so honoured by the confidence of their Majeaties, 
a dépendant as I am of the King ; hence tbey 
woùld prétend, when everything did not proceed 
as they wished, to complain that it was always the 
spirit of France which governed by my insinua* 
tiens : for thèse reasons, I foresee that it will be 
necessary to prevent them harbouring such injuri* 
ous suspicions. My affection for a Princess, and 
a Prince, who honour me with so many marks of 
kituliicKHp do not nllow me to profor their service 
to cvery othor considération. I ahall Iiave the 
honour of explaining mysclf still more at large to 
you upon this subject, aftcr you hâve informed . 
me of tlic SUCCC8S of M. do Torcy*s ncgociation. 
I agrco witli you tliat the King and Quccn may 
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see many révolutions, young as they are ; the ' 
probabilities are even in favour of it» for the house 
of AuBtria is not so numerous as to bope to pré- 
serve tlie empire many years, togelher with this 
monarchy ; but the hope of seeing a crown, once 
lost, recovered» is but a poor consolation. 

Marshal d'Harcourt is too able a man not to 
hâve obtalned ail that was requisite before his 
departure : I could wish that Marshal de Villars 
had done as much, the terms of the peace would 
not bc so disadvantageous. 

I cannot hclp being surprised, that the Princess 
de Conti should be less afflicted than Madame the 
Princess, although I havelong since discovered that 
the world is incompréhensible. Rauk, when it 
causes dissensions amongst the Princes and Prin- 
cesses of the blood, cannot but be déplorable; and 
it would be désirable that every one should join in 
thinking about nothing else but remedying the 
présent evils, and preventing fresh sources of un- 
easiness to the King, who is already too muchover- 
whelmed with it. He certainly would not be the 
last to know of my quitting Madrid, provided I 
did so. Ail the lords arc more gracions to me 
now than they hâve ever been, and nothing has 
transpired upon the subject in any way. I shall 
take care to inform you of everything, since it is 
my duty, and my affcctioi) prompts me to it. You 
will always find me, Madam, with an entire de- 
votedness, wholly youis. 
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LETTER CLVI. 



TO TIIE 8AME. 



Madrid, Jone 12tli, 170% 

At lengthy Madam» the cncmy' himself bas 
opposed obstacles to the King witli regard to the 
peace, by atteropting to impose tyrannical and 
disgraceful terms, and to which it is impossible 
that good subjects like the French should ever 
hâve consented ; but their courage and zcal should 
be re-anhuated by such proceedings. What 
would they ail become» if the war was con- 
cluded by their dégradation? I hope God will 
punish the arrogance of those who thus wish to 
depress us. Their Catholic Majesties appear to 
redouble their affection for the King, their grand- 
father ; and considering everything he suffers for 
maintaining them upon the throne, they easily 
conceive the need he has for his troops in Spain, 
in defence of his o\vn kingdom ; nevertheless they 
entreat his Majesty to leave them twenty batta- 
lions in Arragon, out of the fifty which are thcre ; 
thcsc will bc in their pay, and they will only re- 
tain them until they are able to scnd infantry into 
that quarter, which is much wanting, because his 
Cathoiic Majesty depended upon the army that 
Marshal de Besons commanded. I doubt not, 

VOL. m. u 
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Madam, but you will employ your good offices 
upon thîs occasion, as they rely much upon your 
fricndship. I kave sccn thc coudcscension witli 
\vhich the King, in his despatch to tlie ambassador, 
allows me either to remain, or to return from this 
place ; being, however, persuaded that my services 
would be uscful to their Catholic Majesties, but 
leaving me to exercise my own opinion on the 
subject. After maturely weighing what might 
be best for their service, I hâve concluded, 
Madam, that it will be bctter for me to départ, 
lest the Spaniards, sceing me possess the confi- 
dence of the King and Queen, should lay to my 
charge everything which their Majesties might 
omit doing to please thcni ; and tliat it would be 
an ostensible motirc to conceal their intentions, 
and the jealousy thcy harboûr against each other, 
which is but too common in courts. I hâve as yet 
only disclosed my intentions to the ambassador, 
for the Queen^s situation is such at présent, that 
I fecl it painful to announce it to lier, and it will 
be still worse when she is confined, in which 
chagrin might be attendcd with bad conséquences, 
and I cannot doubt but she would expérience it. 
I shall even confide to you, that after learning 
what the King wrote to M. Amelot concerning 
me, this Princess, and the King, being alone in 
their apavtment, did me the honour of declaring, 
with tcars in their eycs, and enibracing me at the 
same timc, how uuhappy they would be if I should 
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ever leave them. You will easily conceive the 
impression this made upon my heart, but the 
more affection I feci for tlicir Majesties, the more 
mindful should I be of their interests, and I think 
you will not blâme this delicacy of sentiment ; you 
who think yourself obliged to hâve at least a fever 
when you reflect on the misfortuues*of the two 
Kings. I shall adopt such measures as I think 
best calculated to obtain the consent of Iheir 
Majesties to my departure. 

The dcath of M. de la Tremouillc bas been very 
sudden. Madame bas written to the Queen to 
say that the physicians killed him by bleeding. 
There was no particular friendship betwcen us ; I 
respected him as the senior of our bouse, and what 
pleased me more in him was bis attachment to 
the King. I am very glad that the Prince of 
Tarentum bas likewise the honour of serving bis 
Majesty, and I am truly sensible of that which 
you do me by your compliment upon thîs subject. . 

It requires ail the strength of mind the King 
possesses» not to be dejected, and to continue in 
health; it is almost the only consolation which 
we now bave. Take every care of yours, Madam, 
that you possibly can, and never cease a single 
moment esteeming a woman who admires ând îs 
perfectly devoted to you. 



u 2 
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LETTER CLVII. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, June IGth, 1709. 

I DiD myself the honour, Miadam, of writing to 
you, both by the ordinary post and tbe express, 
and I now do so by the return of a courier from 
the Duke of Alba, whom the King of Spain des- 
patches sooner than he would hâve done, in order 
to reiterate his request to the King for twenty 
battalions to be left, which he will take into his. 
pay, to be employed in this campaign against the 
troops of the Archduke; this corps meeting 
with no obstacle but Spanish cavalry, in case the 
fifty French battalions were withdrawn, would 
easily enter Arragon and penetrate into Castile. 
His Catholic Majesty and M. Amelot understand 
each other so well, as to the misfortunes which 
would ensue, both on his own account and that 
of France, that I cannot doubt but his Majesty 
will grant this succour to the King, his grandson ; 
for which reason it is superfluous to say more on 
the subject, and I shall, therefore, pass on to ano- 
thcr of not much less importance. 

When the ambassador applied for his recall, his 
reasons were, that a peace was about to be made 
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by abandoning Spain ; and that in rach caM fhdr 
Catholic Majesties, baving no other reacHuce tban 
in tbe fidelity of tbeir subjecta, intended to place 
ail their reliance npon it, and thus to deprive tbem 
of every pretext for not acting well, owing to tbe 
jealousy tbey entertain against tbe Frencb govem* 
ment, or rather tbe désire tbey bave of a corn- 
manding station ; for in otber respects, tbey ge- 
nerally agrée tbat Cbarles V. bad not so many 
troops as there are at présent, and tbey believe tbey 
drcam wben tbey reflect upon wbat tbey sce bas 
been donc to support tbis country. Tbe ambassa- 
dor then must change bis sentiments, as tbe war 
is continued ; knowing as he does, that bis wiso 
and disinterested counsels arc now more uscful 
and nccessary to the King of S pain than thcy 
bave ever been. Allow me, therefore, the honour 
of telling you, that it appears to me of tbe utmost 
conséquence, that the King grants him permission 
to remain at this court, as long as the King of 
S pain and hiniself shall see the necessity of it 
It is necessary for us to be frank to eacb other, 
without been buoyed up by illusions or dcjected 
by adversity, as it will be the means of setting 
bounds to our misfortunes, and rcndering us more 
successful in future. Cardinal Portocarero told 
me again this morning, in présence of their Ma- 
jcstics, that a worsc thing could not be donc than 
to change the government in the présent conjunc- 
ture ; which opinion bas been confirmed to me by 
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«orne of the grandces, and they are those vrho 
liavc declarcd themselvcs the most unequivocally 
on this occasion to be well disposcd. You will, 
perhaps, bc surpriscd at my ckaugc of sentiment 
since my last letter ; but I hâve seriously reflected j 
I do not think I am deceived, and I hâve still less 
a wish that the King sbould embark in affairs 
>vhich might bc disagreeablo to him, since his 
satisfaction will always be mine, and he cannot 
hâve a more faithful or zealous subject. 



LETTER CLVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Madrid, June24th,1709. 

You have told me great news, Madam, and I 
am not astonished that the circumstance of M. de 
Chamillard bcing succeeded by M. Voisins has 
thrown your court into grcat agitation. You 
praisc the cxiled ministcr for bcing a good man, 
and for loving the King, which arc points that do 
not appear to me to cnhance his mcrits. IIow could 
he help loving his king and so good a sovereign? 
And if he had only his goodness to boast of, was 
this enough for ail that he had to do to govern 
France and superiutend the finance so many 
years, whcn the wisest of mankind would have 
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had a difficulty m holding np fheir heads» b ao 
terrible a period as that which has elapaed duriog 
his ministry ? I take the liberty of requcating yoa 
to give me a little more intelligible explanation 
upon this subject, provided» nevertheless, yon can 
do it, for I am not so ilKinformed as to bo very 
anxious about any more. 

As it is very usual to trample upon people wbo 

are cast dowii, (aults of every kind will be imputed 

to M. de Chamillard, as well with respect to the 

unaccounted millions, whose employment he 

could not superintcnd» as the magazines and otlicr 

things which hc said would bc found, and which 

was not the case ; to whicli may be added, that 

the troops were ail discontcntcd with him. The 

Spaniards, who assert he was first and foremost 

for abandoning Spaiu, and withdrawiug ail the 

French troops, are delighted at his fall, and only 

regret that it did not take place sooner. For my 

part, the unfortunate, without bad intentions, 

always excite my pity. I hâve heard much good 

of M. and Madame Voisins, and am very glad 

that thcy havc the lionour of bcing your fricnds as 

you say. It is fortunate, whatever may happen, 

that the King has made choice of a man gène- 

rally approved ; but it is déplorable that hc finds 

everything in such disorder. 

I am not astonishcd that French blood has 
shown itsclf on an occasion which would hâve 
debased it, since it is certain tliat so firightful 
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a peace as that which the enemy ^ished to make, 

would hâve dishonoured France. It \n, however, 

said» that it is the people rather who were 

irritated a,t it than the majority of the nobles. But» 

Madam, can we really promise ourselves that the 

war vrill be continued, and may thcre not bc some 

niystcry under this apparent resolution of con- 

tinuîng it? In fact, abandoned as the King of 

S pa.in is» pught to make us fcar it, since without that 

they will expose him to the danger which he is 

aljout to cncounter, after Marshal de Besons shàll 

tsivc withdrawn ail the Kîng*s troops. Bcsides this 

''^îsfortunc, the frontiers of France, on the side of 

Spain, \vouId soon be covered \vith enemies, en- 

^^ST^d at theill-treatment they would havereceived, 

^*- Sàtimethey solittlc expectedordeserved it. M. 

-'^ï^elot has doubiless enlarged upon the reflec- 

*^*^>ïis suggested to him by this subjecl, in his 

•^ï-tcrs to the King. AU who hâve becn the first, 

with so good a grâce, to send their plate to 

C2 mint, are highly to be commended ; and his 

^jesty is still more entitled to praise, for setting 

good an example of retrench ment in his own 

*^^^usehold, and consenting to pledge the crown 

J^wcls: >vhat sacrifice can bc sufficicntly grcat in 

■^î>«behalf? The Duchcss of Burgiuuly, who is 

^ot Icss magnanimous than the Qucen, her sistcr, 

^oes not place her grandeur in drcss, since nature 

^as adorncd lier with virtue and charms, and she 

.ûccs not require tho sparkling of diamonds to 
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% peace as that which the enemy ^ished to make, 

^ould hâve dishonoured France. It in, however, 

said, that it is the people rather who vrere 

irritated a,t it than the majority of the nobles. But» 

Madam» can we really promise ourselves that the 

vvar will be continued, and may thcre not be some 

mystery under this apparent resolution of con- 

tinuing it? In fact, abandoned as the King of 

Spain is,oughttomake us fcar it^since without that 

they >vill expose him to the danger which he is 

about to cncounter, after Marsbal de Besons shàll 

hâve withdrawn ail the King*s troops. Bcsides this 

misfortunc, the frontiers of France, on the side of 

Spain, W'ould soon be covered \vith enemics, en- 

ragcd at theill-treatment they would havereceived, 

at atime they so littlc expected or deserved it. M. 

Amelot has doubiless enlarged upon the reflec- 

tions suggested to him by this subject, in his 

lettcrs to the King. Ail who hâve bccn the first, 

and with so good a grâce, to send their plate to 

the mint, are highly to be commended ; and his 

Majesty is still more entitled to praise, for setting 

so good an example of retrenchment in his own 

household, and consenting to pledge the crown 

jewcls : >vhat sacrifice can bc sufficicntly grcat in 

liÎH behalf? The Duchcss of Biirgumly, wlio is 

not Icss magnanimous than the Quccn, lier sistcr, 

docs not place hcr grandeur in drcss, since nature 

has adorncd hcr with virtue and charms, and she 

(locs not require tho sparkling of diamonds to 
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enhanoe her loveUiiMit her «jm vt w i giç i e rtij 
brillianti for. I do not tiiink there m num ban* 
tifttl ones in the wôrld. The ChenUer de BiJiit* 
George cannot do botter than to remain inacttfe. 
Somebqidy told me that the Kmg of Swedeii wts 
affccted at his fatOi aad that he migfat flndaa 
asylum in his dominionfl» becanie hia Britaimie 
Majesty, by the treaty of peace» could no longer 
remain in France, and would be obliged to throw 
himself under the protection of an heretical King. 
What an unfortunate destiny,. ia it possible that 
there was any foundation for this news I But I 
do not see much probability in it ; I see moire in 
that of this royal family carrying its misfortunes 
with it into some catholic country, where it may 
live until it shall please God to change its situa- 
tion : I hâve so much respect and attachment for 
it| that every time I think of the subject I am 
heartily grieved: I shall hâve, perhaps, many 
other causes for being still more so. 

It is not worth vrhile taking the trouble of cor- 
recting the silly surmises of some wretches, who 
assert that the King sells corn to enrich himself, by 
selling it at a high price. He indeed to be capable of 
such basencss ! The locusts bcgin to leave Spain, 
for Kgypt proliably ; at least fcw arc soen but in tho 
environs of Madrid, and but a small numbcr tlierc, 
and which do but littlo damage : I should likc 
them bettcr to pay a visit to the magazines of tlie 
English and Dutch. Your wishcs that the King 
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of Spaln may be able to maintain himself alone 
may be good, but I should think them more eflBi- 
cientwere they to imply that the French battalions 
which we request of you, by joining the Spa- 
niards^migUt beat the Archduke. 

You hâve in vain assertcd it» Madam, you shall 
not die, but I hopc that you will live many years in 
health, should fortune grow weary of tormenting 
you. 

I know not why you should prefer the situation 
of iVI. Chamillard to that of Marshal de Villeroi ; 
for my part, leaving the dignities of the latter out 
of the question, I should much prefer being in hîs 
place, to that of the othcr ; but I cannot complain 
of mine, so long as you arc pleascd to honour me 
with your fricndship. 



LETTER CLIX. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, Juljr l«t, 1709. 

It dépends only upon you, Madam, to appease 
me, or to prevent me from scolding. Let the 
King hâve the goodness to leave the twenty bat- 
talions in Spain which his Catholic Majcsty 
requcsts of him, and we shall be satisfied. If lie 
sent the thirty others to the Duke de Noaillcs, it 
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would be enhaneing the favour ; for, with tuch a 
reinforcement, lie would form an army strong 
enough td enter Catalonia, which diversion in a 
country hekrtily tired of the Ârchduke, would 
détermine thisPrince» who is far frombeing at 
bis ease tliere» to quit Spain. Will you not con- 
ceive, Madam, how bénéficiai such an event would 
be to France? It would seem as if the strength- 
ening his Catholic Majesty upon bis throne were 
always considered as an obstacle to peace» and 
that for this reason it bas never been wished to do 
the needful to finish the aifair. NeverthelesSi 
Madam, you would bave soon seen the enemy less 
arrogant, and not so insolent as to require of the 
King such outrageons tcrms as they do; and 
inost assurcdly the mcans of bringing him to reason 
will not be by shewing our weakness, for the 
more they see us depressed, the more will their 
arrogance increase. I cannot help, Madam, 
fecling my blood boil with anger, whcn I reflect on 
the position to which they aim at rcducing France, 
and when I think that ail the money in the hands 
of capitalists does not make its appearance to 
supply the wants of the state. I would fain hope 
that the hardness of their hearts will not continue. 
I prize highly a gênerai who is not dispirited, 
although inferior in force. Marshal de Villars, 
who idolizes his profession^ and is fond of glory, 
flatters himself with obtaining similar success to 
many others who hâve commanded weaker armies. 



300 LETTERS OF THE 

and who hâve, notwithstanding, been yictorious. 
Why should not that happen to him ? 

I beg you not to repent of the passage in your 
last letter, in which you do me the honour of 
hinting at the manner in which the ambassador 
and I hâve lived. Although you add, that you 
do not know why you hâve touched upon this 
subject, I should be very sorry if you had not 
done it, since il is a great comfort to me, to learn 
that the King is satisfied with my conduct, and I 
shall endeavour through life todeserve the honour 
of his esteem. Were it possible for you to witness 
my actions, I présume to flatter myself tliat they 
would, from morning to evening, meet your appro- 
bation, and incrcase your kindness and friendship 
for me, and for which my heart will feel inexpres- 
sible gratitude during life. 

I apprcciate the reasons you alledge, why the 
Countess de Soissons should not corne to Paris, 
easily conceiving that her présence might be dis- 
agreeable to the Duchess of Burgundy. I even 
think that bcingvain, she would do better to hide 
her misery further ofF, than to go and shew it near 
a court in which she has filled différent stations. 
It does not even appear why this Princess should 
not find herself at her case at Lyons in a good 
couvent ; howcver, I do not know but she would 
prefcr one nearer Paris, if she had permission 
to make her choice. 

M. Amelot will write a circumstantial account 
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to-day of the altération made by the Kmg in his 
despacho. The ambassador is now releasèd from 
ail business, having entirely given up the war and 
financial department. The King and Queeb^ ont 
of regard to their grandfather, and their satisfac» 
tion with the ambassador, who has so well served 
them» hâve wished him to continue entering the 
despacho, during the time he remains hère, and no 
one» as it should appear, disapproves it He 
supports everything he does with a wisdom, equa- 
nimity, andfirmness, which attractthepraise even 
of those who do not like to lavish it upon the 
French» and he is considered as a minl^ter whom 
the King, his master, may safely employ any* 
where. I know not, Madam, if he is thus regarded 
with you ; I could wish him to be as well known 
there as I hâve the honour of knowing him. 



LETTER CLX. 



TO THE SAMB. 



Madrid, July H 1709. 

The Queen has just been confined, and has 
experienced much more difficulty than the first 
time ; the appearance of the child would induce a 
belief that she has not gone her fuU time ; it made 
no effort, and Clément, in a word, doubts whether 
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it will live ; we attribute this misfortune to the 
agitation of her Majesty since yestcrday evenîng, 
vrhen it was perceived that the Prince of Asturias 
had the small-pox. Her Majesty only consulted 
her feclings on tliis occasion, and whatevcr we 
said» she neither thought of herself nor of the 
child unborn. There was^ however, no ground 
for her fears, since the small-pox of the Prince 
is of a mild kind, and not in the least dangerous. 
I am so much affected at the great sufTerings of 
the Queen, that I cannot add more, nor even do 
myself the jionour of writing to the King, I beg 
yoii to rç]/7^*sent this to his Majesty. 



LETTER CLXI. 



TO THK s A ME. 



Madrid, July 5th, 1709. 

You have taken care, Madam, to communicate 
to me, by your letter of the 24th ult, the King's 
détermination to withdraw ail his troops from 
S pain ; but you have not taken the trouble to 
tell me, that he had changed this resolution, 
and left twenty-fivc battalions, which his Ca- 
tholic Majesty had requcsted of him as an 
object of the first importance ; I cannot suspect 
you, notwithstanding your silence, of not being 
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over glad at the King having ghren thii proof of 
kindness to the King, his grandson» although you 
assured me you wished to see him dethroned : 
and we are not ignorant here> that for a long time 
past, overy possible effort bas been made to induce 
his Majesty absolutely to abandon him. I entreat 
you to pardon me, Madam» for not believing you 
whcn you say that you wisb the crown was 
wrested from their Gatholic Majestics ; the gene- 
rosityof your heart, and the rectitude ofyour mind, 
cannot inspire you with such sentiments; you 
havc spokcn to me on this subject like pcrsons 
labouring undcr a misfortune, who say — " I wish 
I was dead !" without thinking that they would 
be very sorry to sec death make his approachcs. 
I therefore announce to you, that if you continue 
to hold forth in such a frightful strain, I shall put 
no more faith in it than I do at this hour. I hâve 
had the honour of communicating to you the 
Queen's confinement, and the poor hopes we had 
of preserving the life of the infant ; but our opi- 
nion is changed, and it is probable that this little 
Prince will not die, because hc takes to the breast, 
slceps very wcll, and pcrforms ail his other func- 
tions, Ilis brother is almost cured of the small- 
pox, although he had a pretty good share of it. 
The King's physician and Quccn's surgeon are 
shut up in lus apartmcnt, whcre I should aiso 
liave taken my station, had not my présence been 
necessary to the Queen, because she would hâve 
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bccn leit quite alone. lier Majesty is as well as 
it is possible for her to be» and her joy at the 
Kinghaving leilsome troops in S pain hasvery 
tnuch contributed to her health. She dare not, 
shesays, ask for the infant to be brought to her, 
to see ity for fcar of loving and losing it : it is very 
pretty, more especîally its mouth, whîch is 
astonishingly small. I do myself the honour of 
%vriting to the Duchess of Burgundy an account 
of the Queen, her sister, and I take the liberty of 
addressing to her my letters for the Royal Duch- 
esses, as I did at the Queen's first confinement, 
by followîng your counsels. It was very fortunate 
that M. Clément, and Madame de la Salle, were 
hcre to attend her Majesty, for slie had great 
need of skilful persons like them. I am returning 
to her, for I think I cannot please you better than 
in doing my duty. 



LETTER CLXII. 



TO THE SAM£. 



Madrid, Ju]y9th, 1709. 

The ray of hope whîch we had of preservîng 
the life of the infant soon vanished ; he was seized 
with convulsions last evening, and the little angel 
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vent to Iteaven a little before midnîght. Although 
theré wos but little hope of liis ^ctting the better of 
his weakness, and bcing cured of a tumour which 
he hndj there was some ground for it, so long 
as he took to the brcnst as wctl as bc did ; but 
God bas bccn pleascd to scnd tliis ncw mortifica- 
tion to the King of Spain, wbo bas reccîved tbe 
blowwitb Christian fortitude.alttiotigh bc ismucb 
afiected at i^ for yoa canoot beliere how much he 
loves his children ; but his afièction for the Qmen 
niakes him endeavour to çonceal his grief; and I 
hâve admired tbe violence which be does to him* 
setf to appear as ctieerful beforc lier as if nothing 
disastrous bad bappened. It is true tbat I bad 
the boDOur of representing to bis Majesty, that it 
would be a deatb-blow to the Queen, the sixth day 
after ber confinement, to appear before her wîtb a 
melancholy countenance, which would make her 
sumiise the cause of our affliction.' I hâve used 
ail posnible précautions to prevent her knowing 
the loss sbe bas sustai ned , until there is less danger 
in announcing it to her ; but I fear impnidencies, 
and bis Majesty bas but too much evinced bis 
sensibility. Tbe Prince is rccovcring fast from 
tbe small-pox. I cannot do myscif the honour of 
dwelling longer upon thèse gloomy topics : 1 shall 
not bave tbat of writing to the King, tbe Dauphin, 
nor tbe Ducbessof Burgundy. You will be so good 
as to tell tbem wbat you tbink proper, whîcb you 
will do better tban 1 could mvself. 
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LETTER CLXIIL 



TO THE 8AME. 



Madrid» July 24th, 1709. 

1 DiD not do myself the honour of writing to 
yoii, Madam, three days ago by the post» because 
I tbought of doing it by the return of a courier, 
Mrhich the Duke of Alba had dcspatched to the 
King of Spain, who was to return immediately, 
but %vho is still herc ; and I keep this letter^ ready 
to dclivcr to him whcn he départs. I had the 
honour of writing to the Ducliess of Burgundy an 
account of the Qucen*s grief, on announcing to her 
the dcath of the infant, whioh is not abated so 
much as I could wish, and as I think it ought 
to be, în consîdering that the Prince, whom 
her Majesty so much regrets, would bave been 
only an object of affliction for the King and her, 
which you will learn from M, Clément, The 
Queen^s grief hurts her hcalth, and she bas lost in 
four days ail the benefit she received at the be- 
ginnlng of her confinement; which will convince 
you, Madam, that our two Princesses bave hearts 
too susceptible to be happy. It is true ihat it is 
not on this account alonc, that thcy arc to be 
piticd, each of them having too many other sources 
of grief; but you will own that the sorrows of the 
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Duchés» of BurguDdy ara aUenatad hf tmo» 
mentes diversions, and the King*s kmdnesses» 
Mrithout taking into account yonr own aasidmties. 
The Queen bas no other consolation than fhe 
friendship and lârtue of the King» her hnsbandt 
for in other respects she no longer knows what Joy 
is; and if, her Majesty had not been endowed 
from her cradie with natural cheerfulness and 
firmness of mind, I think she could not lira in 
the midst of such strange and disorderiy scènes. 

Marshal de Boufflers asserts then that M. de 
Chamillard is not a good man» because he bas 
brought ruin uponthe state : you are not of the sarae 
opinion» and only impute his faults to his incapacity. 
Howcveri it may be» he is no longer minister, 
and it is only désirable that his successor sliould 
continue as welt as he bas beguni but the times ara 
not in his faveur. 

Would it not be possible» Madam, if Toumay 
should make a stout résistance» for Marshal de 
Villars to strike a blow at the enemy T I am per« 
suaded that an action of some conséquence would 
be capable of producing good effects ; because it 
would let him know that the courage of Franch- 
men is not degenerated» and that they ara still 
formidable when wcll commanded. 

Ju!y ISttu 

I received your large packet yesterday by the 
post» which contained your letter and that of Mar- 

x2 
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9hal de Villeroi. I see, Madam. that he is of your 
opinion as to the prcsent state of France, and tlie 
necessity of making peace, to which I hâve 
nothing^ to rcply, when bread and money are ab- 
solutely wantîng, which you say is the case. I 
could wish for some elucidations respecting the 
vrant of money. Do you mcan to say that there 
is none, or that there are no means discovered of 
making it circulatc ? If there is no spcclc, I hâve 
nothing to say, and submission must follow to the 
hardest terms of the cncmy ; but if, on the cou- 
trary, tlie monicd men are richer than ever, I can- 
not excuse thcir trcasures not being forthcoming, 
to be cmploycd in the préservation of the public 
weal. Can you be Icft in ignorance of ail the pro- 
digious sums which the French hâve brought from 
the Indics? I cannot think that the King is 
awarc of it, nevertheless, it is a fact. What has 
become of this money ? Hâve the taxes upon the 
people bcen diminished in conséquence of its 
arrivai, and has his jMajcsty derived any bencfit 
from it ? I am convinced that individuals hâve 
alone bcen the gainers, which has only servcd 
to alienate the Spaniards from us. As to corn, 
ît is asscrtcd, that the last ycar's produce was 
more than cnough for the consumptionof this, if a 
grcat quantity had not bcen suffcred to be ex- 
portcd, which appcars to me the more déplorable 
from the difficulty of rcmedying llie evil. Neither 
can I pardon you, Madam, for desiring that their 
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Catholic Majesties may be dethroned ; joa hxn 
a hundred wishes to make withoat thai^ and yoa 
mighty I should think, make some for the préser- 
vation of their crown, notwithstanding the de- 
serted state in which the King may feel himself 
obliged to leave his grandson. Ile will not make 
his pcace sooner with his enemies, although they 
should know he gives him no assistance ; and 
that it would not be his fault, if he could not 
oblige tlie King of Spain to eut his own throat, by 
rctiouncing a moimrcliy over whicli lie has reigned 
niiic ycars, uud wlio^c subjccts will liave him, cost 
what it may. I do not tliink, Madam» iliat the 
King has a more faithfuU zeatous, aad submis« 
sive subject tlian I am ; my licart is filled with a 
gratitude, if I might prcsumc to say it, without 
a breach of respect, which would oblige me to lay 
down my life, if it could promote his happiness. 
But permit me lo hâve the honour of confiding to 
you, that I would. lose it, without hésitation, 
rather than give the King and Queen ad vice con- 
trary to what appears to me to bc thcir true glory. 
1 am far from making a mystcry of it to you, or to 
any onc ; I will hâve nothing to rcproach myself 
with, and I am incapa])1c of abusing the conti« 
dcncc, with which I am honourcd by thcir Catho- 
lic Majesties, and the goodncss of the King my 
mastcr. M'ith such fcelings, do I not act properly 
in deciding to withdraw from this country although 
his Majesty lias grantcd me the faveur to act as 
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I think proper. I hâve aiready had the honour 
of speaking to the King of Spain, %vho will not 
willingly consent to it ; but I hâve not yet ven- 
tured to niake the proposai to the Queen in her 
présent situation. Meanwhile» I am decided, 
after maturely reflecting upon everything which 
might happen. I entreat you to mention it only 
to the King, and our friend, whose letter you hâve 
forwarded to me ; he is prudent and discreet, and 
I hâve stcps to takebcfore my intention transpires. 
I will impart to you, at a future opportunity, 
my iutcnded plan of life when I shall quit this 
country ; and I hope it will meet your approba- 
tion, otherwise I should think it bad, for I am too 
much devoted to you, and hâve too high an opi- 
nion of your mind and heart, not to regard you as 
a générons friend, who should conduct me in my 
path, to prevent me from stumbling. 

As the Queen will write herself to tlie Duchess 
of Burgundy, concerning the news of the day, I 
shall abstain from having that honour. Her Ma- 
jesty has no longer been able to withstand the 
inclination to embrace the Prince, and the King was 
equally glad to see him ; tbe small-pox and his 
tecth hâve made him thinncr, his complexion is 
naturally good ; he eats heartily, and is in good 
health. 

The Chanccllor of Milan, whom Madame de 
Caylus honours with her protection, and for whom 
you interest yourself, with that vivacity which I 
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know you to possess, was formerly minbtér of 
finances at Madrid» from which department he was 
dismissedy and it was lately confided to aiiother 
For this reason, Madam» it would be absolutely 
useless to speak in bis behalf ; I havealways been 
disposed to render him good offices» tliinking bim 
an honest man« and bcing convinced that an enémy 
of bis» whom I know, acted ratbcr tbrough passion 
against bim than for the public good. Were I ia 
bis place» I would live in repose» until tbe affairs of 
tbis court are brought tô a conclusion ; in wbich 
case tbcre would be many cbanges» and be migbt» 
perbaps» find some place to better bis fortune. 

You know now the nature of the cabal» and 
their projects ; I will say no more to you about 
them at présent; you are just and good» wbich 
is enough for me and the ambassador. 

July 28th« 

I break open my letter, for I conceal nothing 
from you, to inform you that the Qucen was up 
the whole of yesterday, amusing herself with the 
playful tricks of the Prince of Asturias. Her 
Majesty went tobed at nine o'clock in the evening» 
with a bcad-ache, which incrcased very much» 
and shc had the rcmainder of the night a violent 
attack of fever, wcarincss in the legs, and perspira- 
tiens, lier Majesly's puise is still very quick, 
although not so dense ; the doctor hopes it will 
prove an ephcmeral fever, which» however» causes 
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anxiety, ailer a confinement and afflictions that 
hâve depressed her Majesty so much. I thought 
it right to say nothing of tliis attack to the Duchess 
of Burgundy, in the letter which I do myself the 
honour of writing to her; I only mention the 
Queen's head-ache» which prevents her from 
writing herself. 

July 29th. 

I open my letter a second time, to relieve you 
from your anxiety, on hearing of tlie higli fever 
with which the Queen was attacked ; it had very 
much abated this cvening at scven o'clock» and 
her Majesty will bc soon quitc rid of it, which 
gives me a little brcathing time. 



LETTER CLXIV, 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, Âugast 5thy 1709. 

I TRULY thought, Madam, that you would par- 
ticipate in the King and Queen's grief, since it is 
well founded, and so good a disposition as their 
Majesties posscss, renders them still more esti- 
mable to you. Thanks to God, they begin to 
know that ho has donc thcm a service, in taking 
to himsclf a Princt, whom the King and Qucca 
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cottM not httve seen with an infirmity, without 
being afflicted at it. They always give way 
to reason, for it bas a great influence upoa their 
minds. 

I hâve too mucli evinced my sensibility in my 
last letter, respccting your vishcs that ttieir Catho 
lie Majestieswere dcthroned, to revive the subject ; 
. you hâve but too well explained it in one of your 
letters, and 1 would copy the passage, which is 
DOt equivoca1> shoutd you wish it. But, Madain, 
let this mattcr rcst ; you liave had your rcasons, 
and the présent stato of Fronce compcis you to 
sacrifïco cvcrythiiig in tho hopo of prevcnting 
uttcr ruin. You are ccrtainly to bo piticd, aud I 
sufTcr 08 much as yoursdf from yuur troubles ; 
but I havo in addition, thoso of a Ktng ond 
Quccn, wliosc virtucs I know bcttcr thon you 
do, and for whom my afieçtiou cannot be sur- 
passed. I am not so incredulous as to doubt 
what you do me the houour of tcUing me, 
as I know nobody of more undoubted veracity 
thon yourself, and that you vould prefer being 
silent even to disguising what you think, when 
you cannot express tliem. Wbenever it bas 
Imppencd that I appcared to lend a deaf ear 
to what you wislicd me to bclicvc, it was not 
bccnusc I distrustcd your disccrnmcnt, or your 
intentions, which aie cqunlly correct, but mcrcly 
to try to rc-aiiiniatc by my ruasons, gnod or 
biul, the dujcctud hcarts of so maiiy pcnons. 
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who think ail lost wbile there are still many 
resources remaining ; and it cannot be denied, if 
the last campaign had not been so déplorable, 
everythingwould hâve assumed a différent aspect. 
The Duchess of Burgundy acts very prudently 
in keeping her bed through précaution, and l am 
very glad that M, Clément is with her; we shall 
soon send you back Madame de la Salle. 

Whatever change may await the Duchess, 
nothing can hinder her from pleasing, since her 
mind, grâce, and obliging manners will remain. 

I am sorry that you could not communicate 
to me ail that prudence obliges you to conccal, for 
it would be very neccssary for me to know it, 
havihg strong presumption of what it niay relate 
to. The Duke and Duchess of Alba, distinguished 
for thcir ardent zeal for their Majesties, are well 
persuaded of it, and they will give them on 
every occasion proofs of their esteem and grati- 
tude. 

Since you do me the honour of assuring me that 
your esteem for me is accompanied with your 
fricndship, nothing that I see or may fcar can abate 
my cciurage and render me so unhappy as I should 
be, were I deprîved of so precious and delightful 
a source of consolation. 




Fi 

hcOd oot to ko; ss it vtMld be 
the eataj xmtl the end of tbe campai». Ve 
bear froQ tkat c!icxter, that thc loss of tbe oeaj 
b renr çreat, owi::^ to ît$ good defence, and tk 
Dtjmber of mirtf^, whkh ihe bessecers vcnr mock 
dread. The coDdoct of Marshad de MUars lad 
the good disposition of his troops, are Lkewise 
commendcd ; aad it is coosidered as not one of 
the wor*t measures for France, that M. de Mari- 
borough ha.s atlacked Touniay. Marshalde Bcr- 
wick docs not appear to me to fear thc efforts of 
the D'jkc of Savoy, and I hcar from him by cvcry 
post. 1 think the Germaus will do no greatinjury 
to the Duke d'IIarcourt, Thus the war procecds 
bettcr than was cxpected ; and it might be hop^d 
that thiiïgs would wear a better aspect, if it were 
not for that scarcity of money which you represcnt; 
but if it cannot bc procurée!, and corn be aiso so 
very scarce, I cannot conceive a rcmcdy for i^ 
and in this case I anticipatc with grief, likc your* 
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seift ail the misfortunes which must follow, and 
I 8hall take good care not to dispute your just 
rcasons. 

The cry against me hère is known at Paris, 

fouiidcd upon the iniprisonment of Flot and 

Renaud ; I bave bëen warned by many of it» and 

others belonging to this court hâve sent an account 

of it to their friends. It must be confessed that 

mineis a strange destiny ; to be continually the 

object of enmity to those who are ill-disposed to 

their Catholic Majcstics, because I am faithful to 

thcm, and my zeal in their behalf, and that of the 

King, makes me considered as an obstacle to their 

unjust designs. Thèse two prisoners hâve ini- 

prudently talked with so many Spaniards of what 

thcy should hâve concealed from themselves, that 

this alonc would bc more than suflicicnt for my 

justification, had I nccd of any. But, Madam, I 

am too zealous to fail in the profound respect which 

I owe ; and having nothing, thank God, to reproach 

myscif with, principally on this account, I shall 

rcmain as I am, observing a strict silence, and 

mercly contenting myself with the lionour of re* 

presenting to you, that oppressed as I am, without 

having deseiTed it, it appears to me, that I may 

cxpcct, from the same extrême goodness of the 

King, as well as his justice, that hc will impose 

silence as to me, and that hc will be plcascd to 

évince, by some hints in my faveur, which his 

Majesty knows how to give opportunely, that 
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It wu thought that Toumay wmld hold 
longer than it bas done ; you bave no opimon - ol 
the citadel making a good defenoe: wo hea^v» 
however, from Flandert, that it is wdl aapplie^Bri; 
the dearaess of bread is aàtonishing» notwithatan r ^> 
ing you say there is plenty of coni in Paris. T< 
fear a peace still worse than the one that bas 
ofTered, at which, however, every body was indS^ 
nant ; you bave an army of a hundred thoosancf 
well disposed mcn» commanded by a gênerai, boJti^ 
even to audacity ; you calculated that if you coah^' 
hold out uDtil fhe month of August, there would ^ 
be no want of money ; I confess that ail this is in- 
compréhensible to me, and that I havenot wisdom 
enougli to unravel so many inconsistencies. We 
sliall soon losc the ambassador, whom the King 
and Qucen, lioped would hâve rcmaincd, at Icast 
as long as the French troops ; and in truth, let 
me hâve the honour of telling you, that itwas 
highly proper he should do so. This minister 
will be a great loss to the affairs of their Catholic 
Majesties ; ail worthy people, who are attached 
to him, will regret him : he bas neglected nothing 
for the support of the war in this country, with 
the view of making a good peace. If bis cxample 
had been followed in France» allow me to bave the 
honour of telling you, that you would not be as 
you are, and that we should be much better off. 
I perceive that my thoughts, arc hot more cheerful 
than yourown; it is not right to continue them. 
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when I could wish to take to my own account the 
greater part of your troubles, desiring nothing 
more ardentlythan the satisfaction and préserva- 
tion of the most estimable and amiable friend that 
I evcr knew. 

P.S. I beseech you to pardon me at having 
forgotten, to ofTer you my most humble congratu- 
lations, upon the King of Spain having granted 
the order of the Golden Fleece toM. deListenay. 
Although I hâve often taken the liberty of re- 
proaching you for your indifférence, respecting 
persons who hâve the honour of being related to 
you, I cannot think so ill of you as to suspect that 
you will be wholly indiffèrent to distinctions 
which they may obtain, and* in which you hâve 
taken no part, but that of being \vhat you are, 
with merit so great as to cause your relatives to be 
noticcd. I do not know whether Madame de 
Mailly will hâve rcceived a lettcr from me upon 
this subject, on which I congratulated her. 



LETTEll CLXVII. 



TO THE 8AME. 



MadriJ, August25lh, 1709. 

The sacrifice is made, Madam, and I hâve had 
the courage to announce to the Queen, that I 
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^vas no longer an ara bas: 

tlieir clispleasiire. They 

i'i the nianner I had forcse* 

hâve made me better acqu 

ness of their hearts. I sha 

care not to impart to you j 

Queen hâve donc me the h< 

on this occasion, as I shouh 

and you hâve no occasion fo 

nor of compassionating a P 

fortunes you are so sensibly 

to consider as one of her gr 

services. I begin no longer 

tion, although it is not yet pu 

will be shortly ; I liave som 

sorry, some grandees who v 

some who will not know wh( 

There will be much bustle a( 
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may return. The diflScuUy will be in 
^ a good choice, notwithstanding the merit 
ladies who may prétend to this honour. I 
wish at least for a woman, who might attach 
' sincerely to the Queen, and be watchful ^ 
le lifc of a Prince, who is so dear to her and 
lould havc no other intcrcsts at heart than 
of tîieir Majcstics. I couUl pardon in her 
lefccts, providcd, ncverthelcsSj she was not 
îsome, nor posscssing those little exterior 
ms which marked the conduct of the late 
5s de Bejar, who nevcr entered the room, 
t theîr Majesties requesting her to leave it ; 
nversation was gloomy, and larded with 
monts, which gave the King the vapeurs, 
î Queen a sick head-ache. The ambassador, 
grave air, failed not to enliven business, and 
h when he had finislicd speaking of it, or 
css serions mattcr became the subject of 
»ation. 

niy part, my natural cheerfulness often . 
l itself, and their Majesties and I never 
o pass some moments with pleasure : the 
calculâtes upon having no more, at which 
ruly sorry, and to divert her from the idea 
agreeable projects, and represent to her, 
er, that her youth, and great mind, will 
ler sources of unexpected felicity. The 
►f Spain and this Princess are extremely 
aissed in losing the ambassador, not knowing 
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who to cboose to undertake what he did : he is 
décisive and expeditious, takes little rest, and 
allows but little more to others ; and one may say, 
vritliout flattering him, that he has preserved 
Spain, since he has executed the orders of his 
Gatholic Majesty on the most important affairs. 
Thus you will sec, by a Ictter which the Kîng of 
Spahi writcs to the King, liis gratitude for the 
esscntial services the ambassador has rcndcrcd 
him, and the distinguished proof which his 
Majesty wishes to give him of it, by conferring 
the title of grandee on tlie person who shall 
marry liis daughtcr, wliom he affectionately loves ; 
not being able to invest M. Amelot with this 
dignity, who, besides, is indiffèrent to ail sorts of 
titles, which increases the estimation in which he 
is \\e\d, and excites a greater désire to honour his 
family. I am incapable of awkward finesse, and 
am vain enough to believe that I think of nothing, 
but what I may communicate to persons whom I 
honour the most ; thercfore, I shall make no 
ceremony in confidîng to you, that it is I who 
proposed to the King and Queen, the Count de 
Chalais, my nephew, to establish his clainis to 
the title in question. Ile is a virtuous and pru- 
dent young man, which has always made me love 
him, and désire his advancement; his birth is 
not in any degree inferior to that of ail the grandees 
which the King has requested his Catholic 
Majesty to make. The eldest brothers of his 

Y 2 
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house, of which he is the principal, may boast of 

never havîng made an alliance below theîr own rank, 

and I tkink there are few persons of rank in France, 

who can better prove theîr antiquity than he, nor 

show by title deeds, that his paternal ancestors 

were Counts of Perigord and d'Augoumois, in the 

time of Hugh Capet. You know too well the 

history of our Kings, to be unacquainted with 

the figure thèse counts thon made, who by too 

boundlesç an ambition rcndered thcmselvessovc- 

reigns of thcsc provinces, and formcd alliances 

\vith crowncd hcads. I should not hâve extollcd 

a namc which I hâve borne, had not the présent 

objcct rendered it ncccssary, as it appcars to me 

that the King should know it is not unworthy of 

the honour which their Majestics intend to confer 

iipon him. I confcss to you that I shall be infi- 

nitely sensible of it, and that in the présent con- 

juncture of my aflfairs, the King*s kindness will 

be a great consolation to me. I présume to hope 

for it, if you will be pleased to state my reasons : 

I entreat you not to refuse me this additional proof 

of your fricndship, and believe that you can. oblige 

no one, whose aflfectionate attachment to you is 

greater than mine. 

P.S. This letter is already so long, that the 
fear of importuning you« induces me to postpone 
till the next post, what I hâve to say upon my 
ulterior plans after leaving S pain, and as to the 
time of my departure. * I should not forget n^ — v. 
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ing to you, that a complaint in the chest, with 
which M. de Chalais lias bceii much troubled, 
incapacitated him from serving in the navy, in 
vrhich he was the captain of a frigate» and in which 
service he had becn from his youth ; he is now in 
better heaîth, and might marry a lady, who, I am 
assured has becn very wcll brought up, amongst 
the duaghtçrs of the Visitation at Paris, and who is 
not less amiable. 



LETTER CLXVIIl. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid* August 30lh, 1709. 

I CONTINUE, Madandi in the resolution of leav* 
ing this, in ordcr not to afford the Spaniardsthe 
slightest grounds for suspecting that their Gatholic 
Majestics may do me the honour of asking my 
advice. They must be deprived of every pretext 
for not doing their duty, and whatever may hap- 
pen, the public will not hâve to complain that a 
Frenchwoman bas kept back the good disposition 
of their subjccts, by différent maxims from their 
own. Their Majestics are still loath to consent to 
myretirement; I haveentreatcdthemto permit me, 
at least for the présent, to go to Aranjuez, where 
the ambassador is gonc, in ordcr to avoid having 
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any thing to do with ail thèse freshbeginnings^v^hich 
will be attended with new innovations : I shall 
hâve an eye during this time to the course adôpted» 
and shall be more at liberty to act as I shall think , 
for the best I coiild wish that this short absence 
might habituate their Majesties to think they can 
dispense with me. This is a very critical time 
for them ; however» Madam, it is not impossible 
but that miracles may take place ; but Iknownot 
whether you can belîevc or will profit by them. 
The return of the Courier, whom the King of Spain 
dcspatches thisevenuig, will elucidate theafiair. 1 
entreat you to rcmember, that it is not pcrmitted 
to ncglect the faveurs of God. Wiih your leave 
I shall not say more on this topic. Ail worthy 
people hère regret M. Âmelot, because he has 
won their esteem ; he will likewise be regretted 
by others, when they do not agrée together, and 
ail does not proceed to their mind. Heknows 
my fcclings and my thoughts upon every subject 
so well, that he will be botter able to explain it to 
you than I could myself ; for which reason allow 
me, I beseech you, to refer to him, and more par- 
ticularly when he shall hâve the honour of making 
known to you my gratitude, affection, and de- 
votedness to you. From the knowledge I hâve of 
your disposition, if it should be your good plea- 
sure to apprcciate his Tiïerit, you will be hîghly 
satisficd with him ,and I fear not announcing to 
you that thcrc are few men who possess so many 
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good qualities as I hâve diséovered in him'^for 
more than four years that I hâve seeii the wonden 
he has perfomicd in tins country, without once 
belying himself. I hâve only, then» to wish, that 
the King may judge of M. Amelot by expérience» 
and that he may net deteriorate in a court, where 
you assure me men are so very imperfcct. Never- 
theless, thçre are some whose hearts are not so, 
and our friend, whom you do me the honour of 
mcntioning, is one of them ; of whose attention to 
me I am as sensible as I ought tobe. But it 
must be confessed, that it is very hard, that per- 
sons who intcrcst themsclvcs in what concerns 
me, should think thcmsclves obliged to work 
upon your feelings, in order to put you on your 
gimrd against what may be invented, cqually false 
and unjust, against me; you, Madam, of whose 
great goodness there can be no doubt, and who 
60 well know everything that has occurred, ît is a 
sign that the venom is so subtle, that it is to bc 
fcared lest it insinuate itsclf into the most noble 
part. But what makes me takc courage is, that 
you possess its antidote, and I live in repose whcn 
you do me the honour of promising me, that 
nothing can make you change on my account. 

P. S. I send by this courier a mémorial to Mar- 
shal de Villeroi, which the author wished to be 
addressed to him ; it contains a plan, by which 
he asserts that the ministcrs will be enabicd to 
find the moncy, which the King has necd of to 
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continue the war several years, witkautburthening 
tbe people. I do not présume to tell you, that it 
appears to me very feasible; but the King, whohas 
had itread to him, thinks it is ; and M, Amelot, 
after examining it, is of opinion that it may suc- 
cecd, if ail the views of the author are compre- 
honded. \Ve hâve been a long time expecting 
miraclet^y and, perhaps, this is one that God sends 
în our faveur. I havc reccived by the last post 
an anonymous lettcr, of which I enclose you the 
copy, as it appcared to me curious cnough» fur 
you to sce it. 

"to thii imun'cess des ursins. 

"Madam, 
"The great respect and attachment I hâve 
•' ahvays entertained for you, induce me to inti- 
" mate te you, that the principal cause of this fine 
•' project of M. d'Orléans, which you hâve so 
*• fortunately discovered, was his mistress: she 
" lias never ccased to press it with véhémence, 
" being irritated against you, because she thinks 
** you hâve been the only obstacle to her being ap- 
" pointed a lady of honour lo the Queen of Spain ; 
" she lias thcrefore thought of the means of revehg- 
" ing hcrself ; added to whîch, is her natural 
•* vanity, and the désire she has of acting a great 
*' part in Spain, by governing there with an abso- 
" lute and haughty sway M. d'Orléans, as she 
" does hcre. As 1 know this to be a fact, I thought 
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'' it my daty to inform jfouof it, in order that yra 
** might exercise your pénétration in the wmy 
'' yoa think proper, to prevent the nûsforbinei 
** which might still occur. I entreat yoa» Mtdam» 
" to be persuaded that no one rcnden more justice 
" to such rare nierit as yours» nor will honour you 
more than 1 shall do during life.** 
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LETTER CLXIX. 

TO TK£ 8AME. 

Madrid, Seplember 8th, 1709. 

You appear, Madam, by your last letter, of the 
25th ultimo, to be pretty well satisfied with affeûrs 
in Flanders, and that you are almost free from 
anxiety for the quarter whcre the Duke d*Har* 
court commands ; I» however» am more alarmed 
on account of this misérable peace» which, it is 
asserted, is upon the eve of being concluded, and 
the various périls to which the King of Spain is 
about to be exposed. There are some of them 
which I shall pass ovcr in silence, although I 
look them boldly in the face. We shall soon 
know at Madrid how the news of the departure 
of his Majesty has been received by the Marshal 
de Besons. A great number of Spanish and 
some French officcrs, whose names I shall not 
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mention, in ordcr to avoid injuring them» hâve 
written and said, that they were ashamed and 
scandalized at what the French troops had done, 
so contrary to the honour of the two nations, and 
so prejudicial to their Catholic Majesties, since it 
depended solely on them to establish their throne ; 
which tliey havc shaken, by suffering the enemy 
to make unwarrautablc proposais, and obtain grcat 
vantage ground. IIow can any one, who has the 
glory of our Kings at heart, not be afTected as I am ? 
It is thcn insisted upon, that his Catholic Majesty 
is going ofF daily in a rapidconsumption, that the 
Prince of Asturias is extremely délicate, and that 
the Qucen is afflicted, at least, with a tuniour. I 
am not astonished that a Royal Family, so un- 
hcalthy and unsound, should be made so little 
accountof, as that wishes for its dethronement are 
allowcd, sincc it is only hastcuing their deaths a 
little sooncr. In truth, iMadam, thèse poor Princes 
are niuch pcrsecutcd, and you are much in the 
right, in not being agreed as to what is disadvan- 
tageous to them. The King of Spain is one of the 
hcalthiest men in existence, and if he does not 
break in two an iron horse-shoe, like King 
Augustus, he has not less strength, but, perhaps, 
Icss skill : he is indefatigable in mental and cor- 
poreal exercises, and I could wish that ail the 
Princes of the royal family of France were as pro- 
mising for life as he is. I could wish, nevcrthelcss, 
that his chccks had a portion of the fat which the 
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Dukede'BcnrskM; AkvOTld be mgrent ia- 
provemeat tô bolb their hea. I ksoir mI» 
howeter, whedwr tte King votU appew to mon 
advantageforHmtliecjcscf AeQMai;biit dut 
I know, tt Icatt, Unt the woM sot kure him 
betler for it» tmee her «lieelkNi fitr him it Bot 
to be detcribed. Thit Priiioeit b oui j trou» 
bled with tomourt, wbidi twdl mon or lett 
according to ber anziety, and wbidi YinUy 
diminish wbcn tbe taket ezerate» and can cherith 
a hopc that things wiU go on better. Yon will^ 
doubtiess, observe to me, that she ooght to take 
thc exercise of walking, and you will be surprised 
when I inform you, that it is very diflBcult for her 
to do so. There is only a very misérable garden 
at this palace, ealled thc Priory, and to arrive 
at which, it is nccessary to descend a hundred 
and thirty steps. I hâve got a terrace rc- 
paircd, which is net so low, and where her 
Majesty vvalks aller sun-set, because there is no 
shade. The King and herself intended to pass six 
weeks at the Retira, where the gardens are 
more convenient and extcnsive: they hesitated 
very much thus to procure themselves this little 
enjoyment, because more is paid to the lower ser- 
vants there than in this house, and their Majesties 
économise in the merest trifles, in order to sup- 
port the troops, and set a good ëxample to their 
subjects ; but it is not solely in that which they 
set it, they discharge their duty towards mankind» 
and cndcavour to do it towards God. The Quccn 
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is fully occupicd with both objects, whîck you 
may judge of from thc particulars I shall give you 
of tlie mannerof hcrlife, since shc hasbe^n Régent 
for the third time. I bave the bonour of sieeping 
in her apartment : she rises at six oVlock ; aftcr 
prayersy she writes to the King, thon visits the 
Prince, aild returns to breakfast at eight. Cou* 
riers oflten arrive about this time, with despatches 
from several quarters, which the two secretarîes 
of the despacho inform me of, and bring the letters 
which they hâve received. Her Majesty confers 
ivith them, about their contents, and orders them 
to be sent to the respective ministers of the 
dcpartments to which they relate ; she then goes 
to dress as quickly as iK)ssible, and whilst her 
hair is dressing shc reads papers. She tlien hears 
mass, often high mass, and gbes to préside at the 
council» which usually continues until noon. 
AVhcn her Majesty is informcd that dinner is 
rcady, and thcrc are persons who demand an 
audience, which the Queen does not refuse, before 
sitting down to table shc gives them a patient hear- 
ing, and a gracions answer,accordingto their merits 
and their birth. Dinner lasts a short half hour, at 
which I hâve the honour of waiting. She then goes 
to her apartment, where Don José Grimaldo, 
and Manuel Bardillo, secretaries of despatches, 
bring her a great number of papers to examine. 
She despatches a part of those which are in the com- 
mon routine of business, and the rest are reserved 
for a consultation with the ministers. The penancc 
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and prayers of the forty hoart ara often peribmcd 
in the chapcl, which is close to her Majesty'a 
apartment. She does not omit attending there» 
nor at vespers, which are performed in thia country 
on the eve of holidays. At five o*clock she takes 
a slight repast, after which the ladies corne and 
pay their respects to her, twice a week ; on 
Tuesdays, ail those who hâve permission to enter 
the palace ; and on the Fridaysher Majesty only 
receives those who hâve distinguished themselves 
by thcir zeal in accompanying her to Burgoa: 
thcv rcmain there about an hour and a half. If 
the wcather is fine, the Queen descends with the 
Prince to the terrace, the latter of whom retum 
to supper about scven o'clock. The Queen after- 
wards sups, and again gives audience to those who 
may apply. Besides ail this, there is a public 
one for the people, and other persons of the 
middlc ranks ; and on Friday morning there is a 
consultation, that is to say a sitting of the council 
of Castlle, which is presided by the président : 
afterhaving said, in présence of the old counsellors, 
who compose it, what is necessary for the Queen 
to know, the Président, Don Francisco Rouquillo, 
goes alonewith her Majesty into anotlier apart- 
ment, in order to arrange many important objects. 
The Queen often receives letters from the King, 
which y ou may easily conceive are answered by her- 
self. Theremainderof theeveningis spent in giving 
varions orders. After ten o'clock, she retires 
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into her closet, to rcad dcvotional books, then 
goes to prayers, and aftenvards to rest, which is 
not always as tranquil as I could wish. Such is, 
Madam, a very correct account, but not very 
amusing, of her proceedings ; "which, however, I 
thought, you would not be sorry to leam, as thope 
of a Princess who bas not yet completed her 
twenty-first year, entiticd by her birth to thc 
cnjoyments of life ; but who, nevertheless, knows 
how to confine hersclf to the discharge of her 
duties, by such varied and tiresome efforts. This 
is very différent from the amusements which may 
be enjoyed wîth the fîve pretty ladies, whose 
portrait you hâve given me. 

Is therc no way,~Ma(lam, of knowing the cause 
of ail this fury against me ? How can I, and why 
am I, to bc implicated in such a business ? Were 
ît not for the respect which I owe, I should be 
▼ery capable of defending myself; and I assure 
you that it requires great self-controul tobe silent 
whenone secs hcrself sacrificcd, and has it in her 
power, by speaking, to provc hcrself whiter tlian 
the snow. I hâve not, however, so good an 
opinion of my fortitude, as to présume to flatter 
myself always to continue a sufferer for the faults 
of others ; and I fear, if I am still to be persecuted, 
when you know that I hâve so much deserved a 
contrary fate, lest my patience should be worn 
out. I know as well as any one, how far to carry 
my profound respect wherc it is due ; but I am 
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not ignorant, that God has not gtm me 
. an existence, to be silent when my réputation and 
honour are at stake. The King is the master of 
everything else, and it is also from him, before 
whom I prostrate myself, that I expect the con-» 
solâtion which so faithful, so zealous, and so sub* 
missive a subject as I hâve always been deserves. 
I protest to you, Madam, that if his Majesty 
could think for a moment of my having been in 
the least wrong, in what hàs occurred, I should be 
80 much grieved at it, that I would renounce 
everything, and retire to some corner of the world» 
"where 1 should be out of the reach of man's in- 
justice. You will think me, perhaps, too bold in 
speaking to you as I do ; but I know the cxtent of 
that kindncss with which you honour me, and that 
1 risk nothing in discovcring to you the inmost re- 
cesses of my heart, than which you will not find 
a bette r, nor one more devoted to you. 

P. S. An officer arrived hère yesterday evening, 
despatchcd by the Duke de Noailles, with letters 
to the King : he has, also, done me the honour 
of writing to me, stating their object, which 
would be of great importance, and which 
appcars to me well founded and concerted ; but 
this peace, which is so much desired where you 
are npon any terms, will blind you to everything 
else, whatever advantage might be derived from 
it. The Queen sends to his Majesty your 
nephew's letters, in order that he may answer him 
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as he thinkt proper ; he is equally belored and 
esteemed by ail of ut hère. 

I think I Iiave Imd tbo honour of mentioning to 
you, that I am visited by no Frenchman, and 
that for tins reason I havedesired M. de Blecourt 
not to call upon me, in order that I may not be 
considered as a woman who would impart to him 
what she knows. I meddle with neither great 
nor small affairs, having determincd to obey the 
King and Queen, only on this condition» that I 
should wipc my liands of evcrything of the kind ; 
and I find my situation much botter for it, bccause 
I am more at my case. 

9th, in the afternoon. 

Wc havc just hcard from the King, who is in 
good hcalth. The Arragoncso wcro delighted at 
his présence, and the city of Sarragossa sent a 
dcputation tohim, cntreating him to stop and dine 
in tlieir city to which his Majesty consented, after 
going to the church of Nuestra Senora del Pilar, 
which is a great act of dévotion in this country • 



LETTER CLXX. 



TO TlIE SAM£. 



Madrid, September 26th, 1709. 

You have donc me the honour of sending me, 
by Count de Bourg, an account of the complète 
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defeatofM.à Mercy, ondwhich U asserted to 

be owinir to tre&chery, the proofs of whîch hâve 
been found arr ongst hia papers, which hâve been 
trunsmitted to tho Kingf. AUhough this success 
bo considérable tlie troop& possess 

the same vàlour ly raade Europe 

tremble, myjoy is ;d by fe' .ng lest 

it be unavailing, i witt continue to 

be 8ued for îu a pri raîliatmg manner, 

and upon any tei 3 enemy may be 

plcased to grant. l they who having 

no doubtof this truth, expose their lives, andiose 
thciii in actions which arc not ticcisive of tho fale 
of mortals. Tliis ap])cars to me, Madam, to be 
making very littlo account of good subjects, thus 
to Bcnd tlicm to an uscicss slaughtcr. M. de 
licson» has actcd much more propcrly in rctreating 
bcfore M. do Starcmbcrg, providcd, howcvcr, 
hc prcfers life to the loss of lionour : for, Madam, 
we must not dcceive oursclves ; our nation is dis* 
honoured in this country, although it may not hâve 
deserved it. The Queen heard yesterday that the 
King had joined thearmy; that army, Madam. 
which he maintains at liis own cxpence, and wliich, 
perhaps, the King,his grandfathcr, docs not wish to 
obey his orders — a thing unheard of. We may carry 
our fears stiU lurther. The King of Spain is, how- 
ever, prepared against the worst that may happen,- 
and his courage and fortitude witl never forsake 
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him. The Qucen, for a woman, does not possess 
less ; and if fortune is to over>vhelm so good a 
Prince and Princess, they will hâve the sad con- 
solation of showing that they descrved a better 
fate. It is not of much conséquence, as it strikes 
me, Madam, whether the citadel of Tournay holds 
out a little longer or not, as peace is négocia-* 
ting; which, likewise, induces me to believe that 
Marshal de Villars will not offcr battle, and that 
the précaution of sending IMarshal de Boufflers, 
to be at hand in case of some misfortune befalling 
him, might be merely a pretcxt to employ him 
elscwhere. 

Thcîr Majesties, Madam, confide much in the 
fidelity of their subjects ; and the departure of 
M. Amelot, when the French troops remain in 
Spain, does not appear very consistent. The 
ambassador you know asked for his recall, because 
he thought they were to be \vithdrawn. 

I do not well understând what you do me the 

lionour of saying, in a passage of your letter, as 

follows : " I shall make no reply, Madam, to your 

observations upon our conduct with respect to 

your's ; I should even scarcely wish to explain 

myself upon it in a conversation.*' I hâve turned 

over in my mind, again and again, Avhence could 

arise this resen^e, and at length hâve imagined I 

had discovercd the cause ; but I hâve banishcd it 

as a mischievous idea, my respect not pcrmitting 
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me to belteve that it wu wished for bm to act t 
bad part, and that I thould guess it in order to 
avoid an explanation with you. 

I am muchaffected by the loss the Dake and 
Duchess' of Alba hâve sustained in the death of 
an only beloved son ; I honour and love them as 
much as they merit, and I sincerely wish it waa 
in my power to alleviate their grief, wbich Grod 
only can do. I can easily conceive that a woman 
who loves her husband as sbe ought, woold con* 
tciitedly sacrifice her life to préserve bis ; but I 
confess to you, \s^ith nfiy itsual candeur, that I 
would not do it for him that might takc another 
wife in ordcr to hâve oflfspring by her ; for the idea 
of being so soon forgotten as to admit another to 
a place in his heart, would prevent me from giving 
him that libcrty ; and I would take good carenot 
to sacrifice myself in ordcr that he might hâve an 
hcir. It is right to hâve a regard for his family 
name to a certain point» however respectable it 
niay bc ; more appears to me a mcre chimcra, 
about which we might be indiffcrent. Poor 
Cardinal Portocarrero finished his part yesterday ; 
he conversed with Count de Palace, his nephew, 
until midnight ; nothing appearcd to remain of his 
malady but an ery si pelas in the leg, which was 
gradually disappcaring ; two hours aftcr, he had 
occasion to call onc of his attendants, and fell 
aslecp. At six o'clock onc of his valets de chambre 
drew asidc his curtain, as it was usual for him to 

z 2 
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do, and he found him dead. Although he was 
above eighty-one, he appeared se robust» that one 
would hâve thought he might hâve survived many 
years longer ; he is much regretted by the poor, 
to whom he was a benefactor. Their Majesties 
aiso regret him, although he rcndered them no 
service. The aflairs of Ihc court of Komc wilh 
this court wIU bc. extrcnicly cnibarrassing, on 
account of the BuUs ; and it will bc diffîcult to 
makc a good choice of a successor to the Arch- 
bishop of Toledo. The King of Spain had troubles 
enough without this addittonaf one. 

I am very sorry that Madame de Caylus is 
subject to the néphretic colle ; I wish her always 
to enjoy good health, and that she had no cause 
lo be othcrwise than content. If my wishes were 
gratified» Madam, you would be more so than 
any one upon earth, and I trust tha; you hâve no 
doubt about them. 



LETTER CLXXI. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, Septcmber 16th, 17091 

I HAVE been too much habitua ted, Madam, to 
the confidence you hâve been pleased to allow 
me to place in you, not to continue availing my- 
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self of this favoiir, which has been outil nom to 
great a source of consolation in ail my tremble^ 
and of which I never had eo much need as at 
présent. You hâve had the goodness to assure 
me, from time to time, tliat the King was satisfied 
Avith my-conduct, nnd that you had not iierceived 
the looHt sy mptom of a change ; 1 Imve placed an 
cntirc relinnce upon such a tcstimony» and con- 
tinucd to act as 1 began. I had the honour of 
writing to you, a long time since, foreseeing that 
the King of Spain would be abandoned, that I 
Ihought it necessary to prevent his subjects fiom 
harbouring any jealousy of a Frenchwoman, 
and that they might not believe the confidence 
of thcir Majesties was shared between them 
and me, for which reasons, I thought it right 
to dcpart ; I hâve ollen mentioned this to you, 
and you hâve sometimes answered, that I must 
not think of sucli a stcp ; at other times, you 
havc asked me, whcther I ^hould havc the courage 
to abandon a Princess, to whom you thiuk me 
so iiscful ; that I was the best judge whether 
it would be conducive to her service, and that 
the King Icfl it to me to act as I thought 
proper; that I scrvcd hini in serving their Majes- 
ties ; and you concluded by adding, that I must 
rcmain with them until the Spaniards would no 
longer suflcr it. Notwithstanding ail this, I hâve 
pcrsisted in my intention ; I hâve cndeavoured, 
by the most energctic représentations to the King 
and Quccn, to prevent their opposing it, wbich 



342 LETTERS OF THE 

they, however, hâve donc, and hâve got ail my 
friends, and M. Amelot, to speak to me, to induce 
me to remain. I entreated their Majestics to 
give me» at leas^, permission to go to Aranjuez 
w*hilst the changes wcre opcmting in the govern- 
ment, and new places were given or taken away, 
in order that it mîght not be believed I had any- 
thing to do \vith thèse things. The King and 
Quecn granted me the above favour, and I made 
préparations to départ for this country-house, 
seven leagues from Madrid, at which I had de< 
clared that I would not be visited by any one. 
When his Majesty resolved to go into Arragon, he 
evinced, in his dcspacho, the-anxiety and chagrin 
that he should expérience, if I did not continue 
with the Qucen and Prince, and used the most 
obliging expressions to induce a compliance with 
his wishes, but without effect.. His ministers ad- 
vised hîm to send me a percmptory order to stop, 
which hc did. This produced its effect, and I 
thought myself obliged to obey, more espccially 
in so formidable a conjuncture as the présent. Is 
tlierc anything in my proceedings which may hâve 
displcascd the King ? I hâve reason to apprehend 
this misfortune, since it has becn intimated to me 
by a person of conséquence, and who is well 
thought of by his Majesty, that he and his minis- 
ters impute to me ail that may cause displeasure, 
and that I shall be very much blamed by every 
body, if I do not départ, as soon as possible. How 
can it be, if the King really thinks so with respect 
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tome, that he dbes not send meapoutifecom- 
mand to retire, I who so well know how to obey 
his Majesty ; I should be much more oUiged to 
lûm than to Icarn his sentiments indirectly» and 
with less certainty • I présume, therefore, through 
you, very liumbly to entreat the King, to send me 
a written order of what he desires to become of 
me. I will literally exécute it, and it will protect 
me against reproaches, for abandoning the Queoi 
in her misfortunes, by forgetting ail that I owe 
to her and myself, or of not being considered as 
the cause, by remaining, of the disagrecable events 
which might happen. I do not think that my re- 
quest will appear unrcasonable to you ; I cven 
thiuk that it would be cruel to refuse me, when I 
submit so siiicercly, and so rcspcctfully, to ail 
that the King, my master, may dcsirc of your 
very humble and ohcdient servant. 



LETTER CLXXII. 



TO TIIE SAME. 



(Extra frotn Letters, written by Count de Berg- 
keist, to the Frinccss des Ursins, at différent 

^'""''''^ - Paru, July 13th, 17 . 

'* It is only the King's own subjects who cao 
maintain him upon the throne, by a particular 
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peace, and it is now proper for France and Spam 
to proclaim an entire séparation, and even for the 
lattcr power to exhibit externally great animosity 
against the former. In order to obtain this end, 
his Majesty must abandon liîmself entirely to the 
Spaniards, and be solely governed by their coun- 
sels, tbat M. Amelot discontinues to interfère, but 
that he will hâve the goodness to give the benefit 
of his information to those to whom his Majesty 
shall coiifide his affairs, in ordcr that his rcmoval 
may cause as little dérangement as possible. I 
know how usefully he has served the King, and 
his Catholic Majesty has appeared as well satis-* 
fied with him as the King, our master. It is, 
nioreover, proper that his Catholic Majesty should 
dismiss ail the French who are in his service, but 
it should appear outwardly as if it was the King 
who recalled them ; such is the opinion hère. 
The King has also donc me the honour of spcak- 
ing to me about yôu, and having represented to 
him, that as you were without any public mission 
on his part, but merely in the Queen's service 
from the beginning, it appeared to me that you 
ought not to be considered in the same position 
as the others, but to leave that to the good pleasure 
of their Majestics, to which he agrecd." 

•• Juîy 25lh, 1709. 

'Mt suits his Christian Majesty to effect an 
entire séparation of the twp crowns, with an 
apparent animosity.*' 
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'' Appaim are pressmg at this moment, and I 

require assittance ; I hope, Madam^ that yoa will 

net think I hâve any idea of removing yoa fiom 

their Majesties ; I protest to yoa that it îs qaite 

foreign to my intentions : I am upright» and to bo 

believed» and you ought to believe ail that I hâte 

the honour of saying to you ; provided, even, that 

I had this intention, I would not appear in the 

business ; it would bave been easy for me to do it 

by other means, but I should ever reprobate the 

very idea of it, and the whole course of my life 

bas been straight-forwanL If you think it proper, 

Madam, to make the sacrifice of somc months 

absence, in case it becomes rcsolved upon, it 

would be proper for you to suggest a motive, 

which might make the public believe that you 

would not return. Everything will probably be 

brought to a conclusion soon, and at the latcst, 

ncxt winter; there is nothing to the présent 

moment which presses, and, perhaps, it will noi 

be necessary that you should make this sacrifice : 

I shall be better informcd by the answer. I couU 

wish you, in the mean time, to hâve it understood, 

that you are determined tô retire from court, fron 

a motive which should appear to you the most 

plausible to obtain belief, affecting secrecy, and 

getting some of your furniturc packcd up, whict 

will cause it to be more talked of. I know the 

spirit of the nation : it would be adviseable thaï 
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the report of ît should reach thc Hague, wliîch is 
very wcU înformed of everything passing at 
Madrid ; you must, likewîsc, advise thc King to 
place his entire confidence in those of his subjects 
who are the most attached to him, and you must 
absolutcly hâve nothîng to do with aflfairs, cxcept 
^Itc King*B service rcquircs it« I think you will 
conçoive the object in this, is to obviate the 
inn pression which is always inimical to négociation, 
^ocause it should provc to the cnctny an entire 
^i^Uepcndcncc of, and séparation frotn the interests 
of France." 

««Mons, Augusl 31st, 1709. 

•' You will understand, from what I hâve the 

^^onour of writing to the King, that hc has nothiug 

*o hope for, but in the fidelity and fortitudc of his 

^utjccts ; and that the enemy will place no con- 

'^donce in any ovcrtures which may bc made to 

^om, without first showing thcm an entire sepa- 

'"^tîon from France, even with animosity ; I beg 

y^u to be 80 good as to dévote a serions attention 

*o this, because it is our only dependence, and it 

^•^Unot be loo promptly put into exécution. Ilis 

^lajcsty, his mînîsters, and ail well disposed 

P^ï'sons, havc thc same vicw of it that I hâve : 

^^^^refore, you will incur the blâme of ail if you 

tt\row any impediment in the way, for you well 

"^How that everything is attributed to you. I 

^ope that you will be pleased with my candeur. 



} 
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When an afiiedr of thit importance b in agitation, 
nothbg can be concealed, and you ara wéU awara 
that I hâve no other interast in it, than that of 
liaving the lionour of discharging my duty to the 
King, and dcserving mora and mon your flivour» 
ablo regardai from tlio groat idea I ontcrtain of 
your incrit^*** 

EXTRACT OP A LETTER PROM THE 8 AME, TO TMl 

KINO OP BPAIK. 

«< VcrmîlH August ISth, 1709. 

'* It appcars to me, Sire, aftcr the accountwhich 
I hâve just had the honour of rcndering you, of the 
feelings of your enemîes, that your Majesty should 
adopt, for a primary maxim, the effecting witli 
animosity, ancntire séparation of your intcrests from 
those of France, to employ in the aflfairs of your 
govcrnmcnt only your own subjects, and to confide 
wholly in their fidelity and zeal for your Majesty, 
and to govern your dominions yoursclf, confiding 
to, and employing in your affairs those whom 
your Majesty shall judge the most cfapuV.r, and 
whom your Majesty shall think the most attached 
to you ; and to answer more fully the confidence, 
whichyou secmto place In myzcal and attachment, 
and never to hâve ta reproach mysclf with the 
Icast relaxation in that assiduity, which I am the 
more obliged to exercise to promote the intcrests 
of your Majesty, I présume to represent to you, 
that if Madam des Ursins had a perfect knowledgc 



\ 
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of the présent situation of thihg?^ I hâve no reason 
to doubt biit slie would beg, from her own im- 
pressions, permission of your Majesty for a tem- 
porary absence from Spain, at least until peace 
js concluded. I am, Sire, very much devoted to 
the Princess des Ursins, and feel highiy grateful 
for her kindnesses ; I know also. Sire, that her 
attachmcnt to your Majesty cannot be surpasscd; 
and for this very reason, that she ought to make 
this sacrifice, and gladly and promptiy adopt 
this mcasure, if she conceives how nccessary it is, i 

and that it might be décisive in the présent crisis 
for the intcrests of your Majesty, because your 
enemies will always think that the samc spirit of 
France will govcrn S pain, so long as she résides 
at Madrid ; ar^d this absence, Sire, will not be 
for long : aflairs Vill bc concluded ncxt winter 
at the latcst ; aftcr peace she would rcturn, 
with the satisfaction of having made so sca- 
sionable a sacrifice of her aflcction. But it is 
propcr, Sire, that this absence should appcar 
to the public as if she was not to rcturn, in 
order that ail the good effects from it may be 
produced which are contemplated. Such is the 
opinion. Sire, of the King, and ail the ministers, 
as well as the most distinguished persons at this 
court who hâve spoken to me of it, and are the best 
disposcd towards your Majesty." 

P. S. Ilcrc is cnough, I should think Madam, 
to show you that I am ill-used, and that what 
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I liave had the honoor of observing to yaa in my 
letter is well founded. I expect your answw, and 
présume tohppe thatifthe Ktng continues towish 
for my dcparture, he will hâve the goodness to 
send me a peremptory command in order that 
nothing may be imputed to me ultimately for what 
may happen wheu I shall .be gone ; I am too weary 
of being the martyr of evcry one, when I bave 
nothing to rcproacli mysclf witli on the uprightness 
of my intentions. 



LETTER CLXXIII. 

TO THfi SAM£. 

Seplember 2(kh» 1709. 

The sanguinary battle which bas been fooght 
in Flandcrs, Madam, affccts me, on account of 
the poor people who were killcd or wounded» and 
the distress occasioned to their families ; in other 
respects» there is more cause for rejoicing than 
sorrow ; the enemy was much stronger than us» 
and our loss is much less than theirs. They are 
undeceived in the bad opinion which they had of 
the French, and they will net think in future of 
penetrating into France» in their présence» with 
impunity» as they boasted of doing; it is a 
miracle» which God bas been pleased to voucb- 
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safe in our favour, and which you did not présume 
to expect, any more than the victory of Count de 
Bourg in Gcrmany^ and the success of the Duke 
de Noailles in Catalonia. How will you be ablo 
to say, after this, that it would bc clcarly opposing; 
the divine will not to makc pcacc, and continue a 
fruitlcfts rcHintancc? It ajApears to me that you 
might givc a more correct intcrprctnti(m, which 
wouhl bc to profit from \m favoiUM : if Uod inlcndcd 
our downfally ho would not havc donc so much for 
us, and I am persuaded he will punish you if you 
do not draw near unto hîm, when he strctches 
forth his hand. You sce that on this occasion I am 
very far from thinking as you do, and I am not 
alonc; what has occurred in Flanders is con- 
sidcred as bénéficiai to the cause, and bonfires 
hâve been madc by order of the court, and ail the 
pcople shouted Vivat. But I drop this strain, 
nor shall I touch upon other subjects, although 
matter is not wanting ; you must not always re- 
ccive letters fillcd with fire and blood from me, for 
you to reproach me with a mildness which makcs 
me silcnt, although it beats my bile still more. I 
know from this modération that you feel yourself 
capable of wishing to eut our throats. You will 
not, howevcr, own it, notwithstanding your 
candeur ; you would not présume to do it ; you 
will, howevcr, dérive neither honour or advantage 
from it, and we shall ail be unfortunate, without 
its being the fault of their Catholic Majesties, 
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wlio an ile too littlc eccount of. I hâve only 
to conciuuu ; tlicsc rcprnachcs would lead me 
furtlier than I could wisli : \ e-itreat you, to 
pardon me then should they displcasc you; I 
sliali, pcrlii ps, makc more aiiothcr îimc, and you 
nrc (piitH ■ ' ' rato. witU a womnii 

>vIk)m] lieitrL ih iik ut v/]io cnnnot liclp 

ftii'liiiff tliiil hlic n I li.'jio Jiiui hc-Hclf, 

uiitt llml i)i)i|iit)g CHU \, litr iVutn ))ciug ulUf 

tioiiatcly dcvotcd to yuu 

P. S. IIow I pity t ady of Marahal de 

Noaillcs and thc Duclicss de Guiche, on accouat 
of tlie wounds of M. M. de Gutche and De CoSt- 
queul I likewise feel for tliat of M. de Courcil- 
]on, on account of its efïcct upon his lady. Madame 
de Dangeau and de Fompadour. If I could 
présume, I would cntreat you, with ail humility, 
Madam, to havc the goodnc'ss to make to them 
my compliments of condolence ; I hâve had the 
hoQour of writing to the two first mentioned 
ladies. 



LETTER CLXXIV 



TO TIIB SAME. 



Madrid, October Oib, ITOâ. 

THBKingofSpainhasreturned, Madam, wilhout 
being able to expel the enemy irom Balaguer, 
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to which place Alarshal ctc Bcsons had tlic com-« 

plaisance to let them advance, altbough very 

superior to them, and without having, as you say, 

any otlier ordcrs than those which the King usually 

gives to his gênerais, to wit, not to risk his troop» 

iin<(casonably. Ilis Catholic Majesty had much 

difiiculty in persuading this gênerai to make the 

movcments which he has niade, by morching 

^rward, and approaching within two leagues of 

Cotint de Staremberg, in order to ofFer himbattle» 

"^^Hîch he declined, feeling himself too weak not 

^o fear the issue; this movement could noj 

being honourable to his Catholic Majesty, 

it has been attempted to undervalue it. Meaii- 

xHe, in leaving M. de Besons at the head of his 

P^^^imy, to take up such quarters as he plcascs, lie 

added to this ccmfidence the order of the 

^^ece, which he has confeiired upon him; at 

îch I cannothelp observing to you, that I 

very much surprised. \Ve are not permitted 

to dive into the secrets of our masters, a:id Kings 

^c> not often think like other men. The Queeu 

'^îll go from hence next Wednesday, to meet his 

^ï^esty at Guadalaxara, and will return on Friday 

^^ llth instant; I shall not hâve the honour of 

^^ Cîompanying her, as I remain to take care of the 

* ^înce of Asturias. I am always much better in 

'^'y retirement, and I shall continue it : I think 

ï ^hould do the same were I in France, I am so 

^^artily weary of seeing falsehood, self-interest, 



\ 
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and ingratitude in the generaltty of people t Hoir 
con I help, from such trials, being ioured, or 
evincing it to you, whom I know to potsess quall- 
ties so opposite to thèse defects; and who woald 
appear to me quite perfect» if you did not ardently 
désire a peace, for which you will absolutely 
sacrifice their Gatholic Majestiesf You do not 
openly join tlieir cnemies to make war agdnst 
them, in order to avoid a flagrant action, ivhich 
would etemally tamish the King*s glory» but other 
means are employcd, that are not Icss hurtfui» this 
is to keep in the King of Spain's pay, thirty-scven 
battalionsy which in completing his ruin, lay waste 
his provinces, and from which hc dcrivcs no othcr 
advantagc than rctrcating bcforc his cncmics» and 
which would havc donc still more mischicf, it 
his Gatholic Majcsty had not prcventcd it. Can 
you présume candidly to say, that what I hâve the 
honour of observingto you is not truc, and do you 
think I am wrong in reproaching you with such con- 
duct ? I do not risk quarrelling with you in speaking 
to you freely, since you hâve given me .that per- 
mission, and E shall say to you, pcrhaps, as Car- 
dinal Mazarin said : " Lct them spcak, that tliey 
may lct us act." It would be bettcr to consent 
to the Duke de Noailles* éxecution of his pro- 
ject; you prétend thatit cannot be donc, because 
you want ail the means ; I reply, tliat it is to the 
King of Spain he is to apply for the money, which 
efforts would be made to procure, and that it would 

VOL. ni. A A 
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only cost you the regret of seeing your nephew 
expel the Archduke from Catalonia, afler taking 
Girona» and forming a junction with M. de Besons* 
who, in this case, should hâve différent orders from 
court than those which he has had up to this time. 
You would soon perceive, after this event, that 
the pretensions of our encmies would be more rea- 
sonable, especially after having just experienced 
that our nation has not less courage than themselves 
and that it has only yieldcd to a veiy superior 
force, I remembcr that thcse poor Frenchmen 
had lost much of your good opinion, and that you 
fcared lest they could not prcvcnt this formidable 
encmy from coming as far as Versailles. Thank 
God! thcy arc not so near it; and if the courtiers 
would ccase their lamentations, it would not bc 
impossible for cvcrything to résume frcsh cncrgy, 
and moncy to be once more in circulation. I con- 
fess that this scarcity is a cruel thing ; but recollect 
when there was none, they spoke in the same 
manner, and it is more than five years sincé they 
said cvcrything was lost, if thcy did not throw as 
fast as possible at the cnemy's head the wholc 
monarchy of Spain, with a grcat part of the King s 
strong places, in ordcr that thcy might hâve the 
goodness not to swallow up the rest. 

You sec miracles beginning to appear in our 
faveur, and you despair of seeing more : your 
confidence is too confined : mine extends much 
farther, since I am convinced that heaven will 
continue to faveur us, provided that, knowing 
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the &vour8 we haTe leceiTed fiom God this 
campaiga» we should endeavour to desenre» by 
neglecting nothing which dépends upon lia» tlio 
BtiU greater eflforto of hii omnipotence in our 
favour. After ail thèse reasonings» I finr 
much lest you will do neither more nor less on 
account of my arguments. I must then, Madam, 
patiently endure ail the ill that u said of me, and 
be blamed for the faults of others. This is rttlly 
quite pleasant, and very right ; but it is beyond my 
compréhension, and I know not why I am always 
a mark to every one who will commit bad actions, 
in which I hâve not the Ictist sharc. If I were 
vindictive, I should hâve the mt&ns of avcnging 
myself ; I should gain more in this wcftrld, but 
should lose more in the next; and evcrything 
conp/idcrcd, I prcfer my présent Une of conduct. 

M. Amclot writes to tell me that hc has had the 
honour of an interview with you for an hour and a 
half, which seems to havc delighted him, and at 
which I am not astonished ; he assures me that I 
cannot place too much dcpendancc upon the 
honour of your fricndship ; and I think as he docs, 
which cnablcs me to sustain the afflictions of my 
life. I was well aware that M. Amclot would 
represent the Queen to you as perfect as I told 
you, and which you would not believe : he is a 
good judge, and as he is a man of great 
feeling and intelligence, hc knows better than 
another how to estimate the mind and solidity of 

% K K 
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lier Majcsty, with which he appeared to me duly 
mprcsscd. The King has done vcry ill în recalling 
tiim from tlie King, his grandson ; but perhaps 
lie has been actuated by the motive, that his 
nfTairs vrould not be so well managed as when 
M. Amelot had to do with them. You see, 
Madam, that I lose sight of nothing. You would 
be much disappointed, if, notwithstanding ail 
thèse measurcs to ruin Spain, it should be pre- 
served by Philip V. What would I not give that 
this may be the case ! — provided, however, that 
France would not suffer too much from it ; for I 
do not love it Icss than you do, although I aln so 
cnthusiustic in what concerns their Gatholic 
Mujcsties. 



LETTER CLXXV. 



TO THE SA ME. 



Madrid, October Hth, 1709. 

You have received in the same packet two Jiet- 
ters, w hich I had the bonour of writing to you, 
Madnm, and 1 have received the answers to them 
by the last post, the 29th and 30th ultime. You 
scold me in both, without my having deserved it, 
since I am fully prepared to confound you, which 
is, by copiés of letters from Count de Bergheist» 
the originals of which I kccp, and which will sliow 
you whether I was wrong in making my com- 
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plaints, when I obscrved to you that you wrote 
to me in one manner^andthisministerinanather; 
and that he assured me that the King wished me 
to leave this ; to which purport he also wrote to 
the King of Spain, and he has too much good 
sensé, and knows too well the respect which is 
due to the King's, to advance falsehoods. I con- 
fess to you, Madam, that I am sensibly affected 
at not being sufficiently known for it to b 
thought necessary to eniploy such manœuvres 
induce me to take the stcp which it is wished fo 
me to adopt ; I thought I had given proofs enougi 
of my obédience, attachment, and zeal^ for it to 
bclieved, that 1 should comply with the least i 
dication from the King, and I Icarn with gre 
grief, that I cannot flatter myself that hisMajcs 
regards me as a subject honourcd with his estee 
and affection. This mak^s me fear that there r 
mains in his mind someihing of the injurions i 
pressions, which malignity found the means 
insinuating into it, and that the four ycars whicrl 
I hâve since had the honour of passing with tt^^ir 
Gatholic Majesties, in the midst of envy, fatigua, 
and troubles of cvery sort, hâve rather made tr^^ 
lose faveur with the King, than procured me fre^ A 
mcrit. You know, howcvcr, Madani, whether it 
was not my intention to return to llome, b^^* 
lieving myself justified, and whether itwas no^^^ 
through a perfect submission, that I resolve^^ 
to return to this court, where everything was icT^ 
îh great disotOL^x, xYvîA.^. ^xûs^rx ^ssA. xsK^^rilP^^ 
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were told we should soon retuim to Paris, with 
the King and Queen of Spain. We hâve, however, 
lived hère during this period, and their Majesties 
would hâve been firmly established upon their 
throne, had it been desired, as it was easy for the 
Frcnch troops to expel the Archduke from Cata- 
lonîa ; this was no fault of ours ; we hâve written 
oftcn cnough our thoughts upon this subject, and 
so has the Duke de Noailles. 

The last passage of your letter, next clalms my 
notice, in which you do me the honour of telling 
xne, that it will, perhaps, be necessary for me to 
tear out my hcart, because you thus qualify my 
séparation from the Queen. You are not deceived ; 
my affection for this Princess is so great, that it 
will be a dagger's blow that I shall give myself ; 
but I shall not fail to do it courageously, when I 
shall believe it to be for the good of her ser- 
vice, and the satisfaction of the King, our mas- 
ter. It would be now of no use to rcply to 
ail the passages in which you urge upon me the 
necessity of making peace, as it would only serve 
to sour us against each other, and answer no 
end ; you will hâve it upon any terms, and you 
think to save the honour of the French name by 
80 acting, imputing it to the law of necessity, and 
saying that God evidently commands it. Your 
interprétations and mine are very différent ; but 
I wish that yours may be the best, and that your 
situation may correspond with them on the con- 
clusion of the war ; for, I am as desirous a& t^oulc^xv 



PMNCKM DES URIVNS. 860 

be for the f lervation of France, whose présent 
and future mi fortunes I déplore ; as to the rest, 
my advisers are not so bad, when thcy predicted 
to me, it is now lon^ ago, Etrange catastrophes, 
which are at hand, and titey hâve been but too 
good judges. 

ït appcars to hâve a désire to 

know what wer fheu I thought of 

retiring from Spai t impart thetn to 

you, because the > commanded me to 

remaîn hère whilst Arragon ; it would 

then hâve beeh prématuré, but now it appears to 
be othcrwise, and your asking me the question 
confirms me in it : my plans are then as follows : 
tbe situation inwhich I shall leave their Majesties, 
if I go, hardly permîts me to hope that they can 
maintain themselves against so many enemies, 
when the King is an accession to their number. 
Do not, I bcg of you, blâme me for explaining 
myself so explicitly to you, whcn I saw, by a 
letter froni the King to his grandson, that he 
would be obliged to join his enemies, in order to 
procure peace, in case his Catholic Majesty should 
not accède to his wishes. It is thèse prcliminaries 
which hâve terrifîed even those whoïmposed them, 
but which will, nevertheless, be acceded to. On 
that event taking place, I will remove to as short 
a distance as possible from the Queen, to be the 
nearer at hand to render her that sad assistance, 
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the Pyrénées, I shall stop in some little town the 
nearest to them» w'here I may often receive accounts 
of a favourable or unfavovrable nature to their 
Majesties. I shalU perhapè» fix upon Pau/ which 
although formerly the place where Henry IV. 
hcld bis court, is disagreeable enougb, and situated 
in the mountains, where there is a grcat deal of 
frost durîng the wînter, This will be the least of 
my evils. I shall endure every privation ; houses 
that are in the least cleanly are scarce, and there 
is no fumiture to be hired : I hâve no money to 
purchase any, and I hâve no means of remedying 
it but by my camp bed» and of actually getting 
a tapestry made of mats to cover the walls of my 
chambers to make it warmer. This is a fine 
résidence, Madam, for a woman whom you bave 
oi^en told was destined to play a great part. I 
havc had an inclination to make you and Made- 
moiselle d^Aumalo a présent of such tapestry, to 
rcward you both for the letters you dictate to lier, 
and which she takcs the trouble of writing ; a 
rcward more proportioncd to tho sîmplicity 
of Saint Cyr, than to the value of what 
you do me the honour of communicating, for 
I respect cvcn your abuse of me. Such are 
the plans which havc excitcd your curiosity ; but 
I havc othcrs, for the remainder of my days, which, 
as thcy only concern myself, you shall not of 
course know. I beseech you to tell me, 
whether my plans meet the approbation of his 
Majesty. The death of Marshal de Villars would 



mirësss Dit VE8iîrf • 861 

be a leriouB lots» u mta Uko.him ve evwjfivlim 
rare. From what you relate of the generom 
feelingt which the officen andl toldiers manifett» 
he is not the only one who préserves his ooiuage, ' 
and yott see that great injustice was^ doue Ûm 
when it was thought othetwise. I oonld wish 
M. de Gourcillon was cured of lus severe 
wound, and I can easily conceiTe how affiwtion* 
ately you partidpate in the trouble oceasioned by 
it to 80 esUmable and beloved a friend u Madame 
d^Angeau. 

Cardinal de Portocarero vras very well enabled , 
to serve the King, his master, had he been so 
inclined ; he had a grcat deal of corn, and plenty 
of money, a part of which he might hâve appro- 
priated to the succonr of the troops, but he did 
not put it to so good a use. M. Amelot will tell 
you of his Eminence what you would not hâve 
believed. 

IIow pleased am I at the agreeable figure which 
my friend makes» and that the King has given a 
post in the gendarmerie to her son, because he 
distinguishcd himself in tho battle» although 
scarccly out of boyliood I From the disposition 
that I know hcr to posscssi nothing could plcase 
her more. It is a long time since I had the 
houour of telling you, that you could not bring 
hcr too Aear you and the Duchess of Burgundy. 
Although I no longer meddle with any public bu* 
siness, it appears to me that you might revoke the 
order whicli you gave to hear it mentioncd, and 
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that you would do better not to lose Bight of it, 
since you are not, you say, indiffèrent to what 
concems their Gatholic Majesties. I pity you 
greatly at having lost such a pious bishop» yrho 
pOBscssed ail your confidence for so many years : 
it is a great consolation to bave a steady friend, 
irom whom one-need conceal notbing. 

The King of S pain retumed on Tbursday, tbo 
lOtb instant, in good healtb, and fôund tbe Queen 
and Prince also well. Madrid bas bad great 
public rejoicings for bis return, and the people 
went in crowds to give bim a tbousand benedic* 
tions. 

Their Majesties bave an indescribable affection 
for each oihcr ; I bave obeyed them in remaining 
untîl the end of this joumey. I am now ready to 
obey the King in whatever he shall be pleased 
to command me, and 1 will do my best to discharge 
my duty every where. Such is, Madam, the state 
of my nrind and beart, of whicb you will make 
what use you please, as I throw myself entirely 
into your bands. 



LETTER CLXXVI. 



TO THE S AME. 



îladnd, October 2lst, 1709. 

I HAO tbe bonour of writing toyou sucb a long 
letter the last time, Madam, that tbis ougbt to 
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be Bhoii in order to Bave yuu the troable fr-ff 
reading what must be tiresome in itielf, but \rhiclM. ^ 
neverthelcss, I cannot help imparting to you. 

Your goodness would not let you amiounce a^Q 
unpicasant picce of news to me, but having learcnt 
it from anothei innot help expre&sii:»^ 

my mortificat ing concurs on tïxû 

occasion to make tliat I am neither 

happy, nor rega King as apcrsonwAa 

deserves the continua f his faveurs; for I 

should think it must be my >inme alone which haï 
rendered this affair unfortunate. and caused t 
refusai to M. Amelot which dithonours him, whea 
there îs no recompense that be does not deserre, 
compared to what is done for others, for the 
' services fae bas rendered the two crowns during- 
his cmbassy of four years and a half. ' The idea 
afflicts me bcyond expression, being mucb more 
affected at the injury I hâve done bim, than the 
shame I incur from it in this court, where con- 
séquences are deduced from everything. The 
Kîng of Spain, persuaded that he ought. aa well 
for his own interest as through a well deserved 
gratitude, to reward the services, not of the am- 
bassador of the King, his grandfather, but of a 
minister wbosc labours bad been so useful to 
himself, declared his intentions in council, which 
gave them publicity, for neithcr M. Amelot nor I 
bad said a word of it : ail the counsellors extolled 
his Majesty Charles II. who, to récompense the 
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services of Count de Mansfelt» when he returned 
from his embassy, created him a grandee of Spain, 
and made a principality of the estate of Fondi, in 
the kingdom of Naples, with a revenue of more than 
fourteen thousand crowns perannum, ofwhich he 
made him a présent. M. Amelot had an aunt, 
whose first husband was the Prince de Soubise ; 
one might hâve habituated oneself, I should think, 
to seeing amongst so many others, his daughter 
honoured v/ith a coronet. Count de Chalais is, 
on his side, of a family which never made an ili 
assorted marriage in the eldest branch, of which 
he is the only remaining member, and of such 
antiquity, that the fîrst families of France might 
court the honour of his alliance ; he has served 
fourteen years at sea, and he left this service only 
hccause the physicians thought it would be his 
death, on accountof a compl'aint in the chest. 
Ile had an elder brother, Avhom the Duke de 
Montlausier, his great uncle, wished to hâve the 
care of, and whom he cntcred as a page to 
Monseigneur ; he died a martyr to the wounds he 
rcceivcd in the baltle of Spires, after bcing ninc 
years a simple captain of drageons. Count de 
Tayllcrand, thcircousin, died sonic yearsago of a 
malady which he caught in Picdmont, being then 
colonel of a régiment of marines ; and the Count de 
Beauville, brother to the latter, was killed at 
Chiari, being a captain in the same régiment ; 
thus you see, Madam, that they hâve neglected 
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noopportunityofshowingtheirzeal.anddesemng 
the King's gracious favours. I saynothing of my 
own concems, for the painful existence I hâve 



hère, in ruir' 

does not deseï 
Do not blâme 
myselfto yoi 
dence, since j 
I can do it, and 
cannot refuse mys 



iry respect, apparently 
tion to be paid totheni. 
It you, for unbosoming 
:h candoiir and confi- 
inly person with whom 
:ind of solace which 1 
m troubled about youi 



health, since you did me the honour of tellinf 
me, thftt you were labouring under indispositions 
which oftencompelled you to keepyour bed ; it i: 
difficulttobeweUwhcnexposed to perpétuai agita 
tiens. I thank Godthatthc woundof Marshal dt 
Vitlars appearsiess dangerous than it was though 
at 6rst, and I am very glad to hear that M. d* 
Courcillon begins to give flatteringhopes of hîm ; 
figure to myself ail the joy his family and you wii 
hâve on seeing Iiim again. It would be a pity tha 
so amiable awoman as his wifeshouldhavcbccomi 
a widow. Everybody is agreed, as it should secra 
that the enemy had thirty thousand mcn killc 
and woundcd ; it was désirable, after theïr arm 
had bccn again wcakened bcforc Mons, tliat oui 
should ha\'e compclled it to raise tlie siège : tlii 
would be the way to abate their arrogance, an 
force them to a reasonable neace': we ousht nevt 
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LETTER CLXXVII, 



TO THE 8 AME. 



Madrid, November 4th, 1709. 

I MU8T, Madam, really think that you would 
be very glad to be disappointed, in seeing the 
King of Spain préserve his crown, since you assure 
me that it M^ould give you plcasure, for I hâve not 
yet caught you in thc fact of saying an untruth. 
I fccl, howcvcr, somctimcs, that you arc obligcd 
not to tell \yhat you think, jxnA you pass ovcr 
certain things in silence very smoothly, whcn you 
wish me not to know that I am in the right. I 
cling to my idea, that it is not impossible but thcir 
Catholic Majesties will maintain themselves, not- 
withstanding ail you do to ruin them ; provided, 
nevertheless, that theîr subjects do not belie the 
zeal which they manîfest, {pf which we shall hâve 
abetter idea before some months are elapsed) and 
thatonecan reckon uponthe number of troops which 
are Icvying, and the means of supporting them. 

It is true, Madam, that I exult at the courage 
which the French hâve shown ; if they are encamp- 
ed so near Mons, why do they not succour it? 
Marshal de Benvick is fortuuate; l\ow ^VyL\^>\^ 
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it would be for him to render »o gjeat a service 
to thestatel Unfortunately you seem far from. 
entertaining such hopes. Does he not perceiïe, 
that you bave aiready infused into M. Amelot a 
partofyour melanch"' — Se speaks no longer to 
me, but of the pi i jation of France, the 
scarcity of corn and ma , which no longer cir- 
culâtes, and the Eecesan^ of making pcace. l 
agrce witli you and liim, that ît is dcsirablc, but 
that it would bc much better not to do it, but to 
support the war, and it connot be denied but that 
there is plenty of money. You say nothing to 
me of the mémorial, which my friend bas shown 
you ; ho wrotû to tell i»o that it wos vcry much 
approvcd. 

The Duke de Noailles forms sucU fc&siblc pro- 
. jects, that I cannot conçoive why be is not second-, 
ed, as you would sooiv exiicrîcncc very considér- 
able advantagcs from tliem ; but ît is knocking 
onc's head ï^inst the wall to attempt to convince 
you. 

The Marshal de Boufflers îa great in ail he does : 
such men do bonour to the âge. The King bas 
ample reasontobesatisfiedwith Marshal Bervrick s 
campaign in Daupbîny. 

Rlay I observe without offending you, that the 
ideas of pcopic, in your country, are not always 
correct, since you do me the honour of writing to 
me, that nobody doubts but tb&t the Spaniaids 
will fix upon the Archduke, when they see the 



368 LETTER8 OP THE 

King, their master, abandoned by his Christian 
M ajcsty : they are piqucd at it. This aggravâtes 
the hatred which they naturally entertain against 
our nation ; but it appears to me, that such ideas 
induce them to think, that it is still more their 
bounden duty to be faithful to their true master. 
Thus, Madam, the courtiers of Versailles reckon 
without their host. I confess that my situation is 
neither tranquil nor happy. Nevertheless, you 
are the cause of the greatest part of my chagrin, 
and you will not alleviate it. What can you say 
^hich pleases me more, than the assurances 
you give me of your friendship? You might ex- 
tcnd its effects still farther, which would make 
me better satisfied with you than I am, although 
I should not be more affectionately attachcd to 
you. 



LETTER CLXXVIIL 



TO THE SAMB. 



Madrid, NoYcmber I7th, 1709. 

t HAVE received no Ictters from you, Madam, 
80 sad as that which you did me the honour of 
writing from IMarly on the 4th instant. There is a 
portion of melancholy and a disgust at every thing, 
which afflicts me so much, that I cannot answer 
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you» lett I aggravftte stiU more thé gloàminéit of 
your thoughts. It appean io me» howerer» thit 
your good aenae should seek a aource of eonaolatkm 
iu yourtelf, where you would find it tooiier than 
in men ; and that you should reflect more etpeciany, 
that ail this world » merely a théâtre, filled with 
bad acton, who scarcely deserve your attention ; 
and thatthéreisanother more serions objectywhich 
should constitute our felicity. - 1 should pity yon 
more, and myself also, if we had not ihb prospect ; 
for there is neither rhyme nor reason in what is 
occurring around us, and it iseems as if good sensé, 
wisdom, and honour were banished from the 
earth, What you say about manœuvres to embroil 
the gênerais this winter is an évident proof of it. 
I know not why those persons are uot punished, 
who might be convicted, if they had put into exé- 
cution so pernicious an intention : they are the pes- 
tilence of courts, who ought to be banished from 
ail intercourse with mankind, and it would be a 
greater punishment to endure than to chastisc 
them, seeing the mischief they are capable of 
doing. I only discovcr one reason which can make 
you fear, lest I should again find myself in that 
dark room» in which I had the honour of conversing 
with you, and which you wished to be upon the 
footing of confidence ; the fever I had at that time 
must havc been much more violent than it was, 
solely to occupy my attention, when î enjoyed so 
delicious a con\ei^^\iotL ^^ ^^\si&^ vrhich made me 
VOL. m. ^ ^ 



370 LETtfiKI or TIIB 

perceive» tb&twhatever the mind relisbetcontider-^ 
ably assuages the pains of the body. I présume 
to hiope, that if ever I should meet you again, in 
thesame place, I shall expérience similar kind- 
nesses from you, and that you will unbosom 
yourself to a friend, who would not make a bad 
use of it, but who would be more alTected than 
any one else. It is very difficult to foresee what 
may happen, and our judgment is so uncertain, 
that no solid reliance can be placed upon it; you 
can, only» M adam, rely upon my devotedness and 
boundless gratitude to you. 

COPT or A LETTER FROM M. DE PONTCHAUTRAIN, 
TO THE PRINCES» DES URSIN8. 

•• Venaillei, October 12th, 1709. 

" I FLATTER mysclf, Madam, that you will not 
disapprove of roy having the honour to confess to 
you, that I cannot hclp fccling rcal chagrin on 
account of the zcal wliich you hâve hx a long time 
known to actuatc me, in bchalf of thcir Catholic 
M ajcsties, that the Spanish ministers should hâve 
induccd the Quecn to demaud the recall of M. 
d' Aubenton, whose présence would certainly hâve 
been useful to her, especially in the présent con- 
juncture. I ougbt also to inform you, that when 
I imparted it to the King, on the authority of a 
letter I had receivcd from M. de Blécourt, his 
Majesty appcared very much surprised» and at 
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tiw SUM tîme aogry, at a recall bo injurioat to 
the union of the two nations, and that M. d'Auben- 
ton» who as a Frcnchman, ouglit to hâve had every 
fteility of remaining m Spaîn, beîng besides em- 
plOjned tlhere for his service, and by his orders* 
shoùld be obliged to retuni to France on such 
■lîght Buapiciona. As you liave bonoured bim for 
a long titaie with your approbation and kîndnesscs, 
and ai you bave been pleased to observe to rae, 
thatnothlog could be added to bis merit, probity, 
wisdom, and tried zeal in the service of their Ca- 
tholic Majesties, I am persuaded that you wooM 
not see him départ without some répugnance, and 
that you would wish with me, that his departure 
may not become in the aequel ai prejudicial to 
thcir interests, as it is now thought advantageous.** 



LETTEU CLXXIX. 



TO THE «AMB. 



Mwlrid. Norembcr 24tli, ITOOl 

I THOUOHT, Madam that honoured as I am by 
your friendship, it was pennitted me to reaaon with 
you. in every respect, and that even the irony, 
which you would find in my letters, could not offend 
you, as coming from a perton whoie devotedneas 
jou cannot doubt, and who writes to yon «i one 
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timc seriously, at anothcr time playfully» and 
always confîdentially. You givc me reason to 
think, by your last Ictter of the lOtli instant, that 
I havc gonc bcyond the prescribed boiinds; I 
shall take care for the future, and merely entreat 
you to forget the past, if it has displeased you ; 
I should prefer cr.rrying my complaisance for you 
to insipidity, rather than that you should accuse 
me any more of indulging too much my frce mode 
of spcaking: I will cndcavour to avoid being 
insipid, lest it should make you sick at heart, for 
it appears to me that this would not be to your 
taste, and that you prefer a small spice of sait. 
I am very sorry that you take no part in public 
affairs, but that of afflicting yourself at them ; wc 
should not have^perhaps, so much reason for being 
so, if you interfered more with them than you do. 

** When a French Prince was placed upon the 
** throne of Spain, it should hâve been foreseen, as it 
** now happons, that the enemy would not let him 
•' remain in tranquil possession of it." 

Permit me to hâve the honour of observing to 
you, that then was the time to make reflections, 
and that now, every effort should be made to main- 
tain him upon it. I know that, for a long time, this 
idca has appcarcd as chimerical in France as you 
say it is ; but I also know, that were it not for our 
misfortuues, the King of Spain^ as well as the 
King, his grandfather, would bc tranquil in their 
dominions. No one has so much desired, nor 
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does denre more than Ido» a pofeet miioa 
between thdr Christian and Catholic Majestiet. 
I ought not» thank God» on fhat acore» to hara 
incurred the acrimony which you fear» aince there 
has not been the least déviation from my duty» 
and I hope, Madam, that their Catholic Majestiea 
ivill escape reproach in this respect. 

I know but too well the state of Trance, which 
appears frightful to me; you hâve oiten representcd 
it to me, and that is sufBcient ; I hâve no occasion 
for the confirming testimony of Marshal de Villeroi 
and M. Amelot, who hâve often written to me» 
upon the same subject, to believe what you say. 

I would hâve had some difficulty in formerly 
thinking that I should be interested in the prc- 
servation of the Archduke, but what would pro- 
bably happen aller his death, makes me wish him 
to live. 

You hâve indeed done wonders, Madam, to 
induce the Duchess of Burgundy to dress and 
make herself fine to receive the Elector ! She 
must hâve been much obliged to you, since she 
appeared in the eyes of this Prince with her usual 
magnificence, accompanied by ail her charms. 
I am not surprised that he found her out in the 
saloon at Marly amongst ail the best looking 
women: she surpasses them, and this great Prin- 
cess will always be known for what she is. The de- 
scription you give ôf her dress, and ks beautiful 
colours, checrs my imagination, and 1 rcturn you 
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a thousand humble thanks for it. The Elector 
AvilI, doubtless» hâve departed very well satisfied 
iTirith the civilities of Ibe King and his court, but 
I do not know whether he will not regret having 
xnade so short a stay: he will find a great différ- 
ence between it and that of Namur. AH the 
news that you bave the goodness to send me affords 
me great pleasure ; and X bcg of you not to relax 
in your communications. The accident which 
bappened to Mademoiselle de Navaiile (for I think 
that was her name formerly) was very unsea- 
sonable on the eve of her taking the veil. I know 
the vivacity of the Duchess d'Elbœf, and her great 
anxiety to see her daughter in a surer way of 
working out her salvation than that of marriage» 
and the hope of becoming mother to a saint 
would be a great satisfaction to her : she will 
hâve an uneasy time of it, if I do not deceive 
myself, until she sees her in the right path. 

I am very glad that M. and Madame d'Angeau 
hâve brought back M. de Courcillon in so good a 
State of heaith, aftcr so severe a wound. 

The Princess will be much afflicted, so good a 
mother as she is» at the Duke and the Princesses 
going to law together. 

I sincerely particîpate in your joy, . on again 
seeing your illustrions friends, Marshals de Bouf- 
flers and de Villars, who are two very estimable 
characters. Do you really believe me become so 
inditrcrent to you, as to beno longer interestcd 
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about your health, and U that the reason for yonr 
not mentioning it? I am abetter judge of jour 
feelîngs : you would not inform me that you had tbe 
quartan fever, for fear of making me uneasy, and 

you are right in ,t I am deeply affected 

at whatever cor ir can you conceive the 

whole extent of i. It is, betwsen our- 

selves, not sogre nisters ; but how could 

that be otherwisb ey hâve wished for so 

many years toniin ' and Queen of Spaia. 

The Prince ofAatu usl eut adouble tooth, 

atmost without pain. This Prince, Madam, who 
would be thought very fortunale, where you arc, if 
there coutd be preserred for him a small portion 
of territory, over which he might onc day reign, 
has so fine u physiognomy, and is so perfect in 
every respect, that I cannot but believe God has 
a better fortune for him in store. ■ 

I hâve DOW only to reply to that passage of your 
letter relative to the mémorial, which Marshaî de 
Villeroi has communicated to you, and about 
which I hâve my doubts whether it has been 
well understood, since it is rejected for the very 
reason which should, above allothers, hâve insured 
its adoption. It is said, that its author is not yet 
aware of the extremity to which France is reduced ; 
and I can assure you that he drew it up in the 
expectation of the worst that might happen, ii 
efTortsarenotquicklymadeto restore public crédit, 
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If they are determined in France toreject ail good 
counsel, you are right in wishing for peace ; but I 
fcar that we shall r^r hâve it so long as our dis- 
couragement gives our enemies greater facilities 
for destroying us. Do not think I am ignorant of 
the dangerous state of the kingdom : my opinion, 
difiers from yours only in as much as I ain per- 
suaded there are many ways of remedying the eviU 
and that we lose oursclves through our own crrors. 
I am very sorry you hâve not rcad this mémo- 
rial, as itcontaiuednothing obscure, norbeyond the 
Yeach of our sex. 



LETTER CLXXX. 



TO TH£ 8AME. 



Madrid, December 2nd, 1709. 

I AM delighted, Madam, that Marshal de 
Boufflers has returned so well satisfied with the 
French as you tell me. You know what I 
had the honour of observing to you respecting 
the good opinion I had of the troops when well 
commanded, and because we hâve heard from so 
many quarters that the soldiers and inferior 
offîcers were in despair at not being led into the 
Aeld of battle, and at secing so many errors corn- 
mittcd This ought to convince you, that instead 
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of forgetting my nation» I fed very senrîbly when 
any attempt is made to dégrade it ; I love il, as a 
good mother does her daughter, who doea not 
flatter her faults, and who is pleased with her 
good qualities : I think this is acting properly, and 
that people should not blame or praise according 
to their feelings of hatred or affection. 

I must be very complaisant to agrée with you, that 
if you had had money, the project of the Duke de 
Noailles would not hâve failcd. If I were toindulge 
my inclination, I should think that as it is the inten- 
tion of the King, to abandon Spain, he would not 
wish the Archduke to be tormented on the side of 
Roussillon, as it might be an obstacle in the way 
of peace ; but I must be wrong^ since you think 
differently . 1 1 would be a very happy circumstance 
should Marshal de Villars get so well curedof his 
wound, as to be able to serve in the approaching 
campaign, if it should be rendered necessary, 
since he has shown the enemy what he can do. 

Madame d'Angeau has great cause for affliction, 
at the heavy misfortune of her son ; however I 
cannot conceive, as she does, that death would be 
less frightful than his condition. That of being 
blind at seventeen years of âge, which is the case 
with the Duke de Noirmoutier, is still much worse, 
having enjoyed the light of heaven only just long 
enough to make him regret the privation of it ; he 
has been wanting for several years almost bare 
necessaries, without the least hope of better 
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fortune ; nerertheless, neither he nor his relatires, 
hâve thought death^ was less frightful thati his 

■ 

situation. The Marquis de Courcillon possesses, 
moreover, the advantage of having acquired répu- 
tation, which is a great deal for him and those 
who love him. 

The Queen*s tumeurs continue tu decrease, and 
we hâve every reason to hope for a cure. 

Death has, indeed, seized upon the family of 
Tremoille ; I hâve my fçars when a young man, 
naturally délicate, has had a fever for three 
months. 

The Duchess d'Aumont is much to be pitied 
at the prospect, as it is said, of losing an eye ; 
and should this last misfortune befall her, she will 
require ail her dévotion to sustain it. 

We hâve had most charming weather for a 
month, and I could wish that you had the same : 
the King would hâve pleasanter walks, and you 
vrould be less incommoded by the winter. 

You see that I do not wish you so much iil as 
you might think. I would not wish, Madam, to 
be lower in your estimation than you are in mine, 
but I know not whether I can présume to flatter 
mysclf so far. 



rBlMC£SS DES UBSIITS. 



CLXXXI. 



[odrll, December Ifth, INS. 

t» truth, fe been very much moi 

tified, that you &>.< re conceived there wt 

irony m my thanks for the tranquil state of min 
you bave procured me, by reconciling tbe lettei 
of M. de Berglieist with the King*8 intentioni 
ît would bave bcen veiy vulgar, and your kind 
nesses» must. indeed, bave iipoiled me, tbus to t 
wanting ia my respect towards you. I haï 
sinccrcly told you my embarrassment, and yo 
bave taken the trouble to give me yoar opinion, i 
order to remove my uneasinesss, for whîch 
tliere any thing more natural tban to lestify m 
gratitude ? I entreat you no longer to entertai 
so bad an opinion of me, since I am certEÛnIy vei 
incapable of deserving it on so disagreeable 
subject. 

Altbough I am fully resolved to follow yoi 
advice, I cannot but be uneasy at what M. Beri 
heistcontinuesto writeto me. Icouldwishtoavo 
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you pain ; but a^ you are the only penon I can 
consult, and I skould wish ahvays to act for the 
best, permit me at Icast to impart to you what he 
says. Ile observes to me plainly, that I am not 
in the secret, although he has done his best to let 
me into it ; that ail that he has written to me was 
consonant to the King*s intentions, and even to 
bis advice ; that I must expect nothing peremptory 
from the Frcnch court, and that I should solely 
consul t the intcrests of their Gatholic*Majesties ; 
the complète séparation of the two nations has 
been very much approved at Versailles, because 
their union is the only obstacle to pcace with 
Spain ; that this principle must be strictly acted 
upon, without any variation ; that he has already 
mentioned the departure of M. Amelot, and ail 
the Frcnch, but it was immediately remarked to 
him that I remained ; that I had an absolute po^yer 
over the minds of their Gatholic Majestics ; and 
that being entirely devoted to France, the King 
w*ould order the, King, his grandson, to act as he 
thought proper, by merely writing me a letter 
upon the subjcct : ail this you see is clcar enough, 
and although I am sure to do nothing against the 
King*s wishcs in.remaining hcrc, I havo not tho 
IcKs to fcar being reproachcd in certain cases for 
not having adoptcd a step more suitable to 
the service of their Majestics. I confess to you 
that there is scarcely a moment in the day but 
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my mind labours under theso ntttùj impres 
8ions. 

Do not regret not having shown my letter^ I 
only hazarded it to convinceyou, thatin advoca^^« 
ing war, I am still a better Frenchwoman th^^ti 
any other ; but since it bas not produced tbat 
efTect» it is now of nô conséquence. 

It is so much tbe better, if tbey do not lik^ 
women to speak of affairs in France, as in tliA.* 
case we shall bave many tbings t6 reproacb th^ 
mcn with, since we shall bave notbîng to do witB^ 
tbem. Tbe miscbief is, tbat certain wome^^ 
possess more bonour tban tbey do, and tbeir enror^ 
render tbem tbe martyrs of tbis world. I find ^ 
bowever, tbat tbe mind of tbe court is muet* 
altered since I left France, for tbe King did noC 
appear to me to bave tbis opinion, wben I had 
tbe bonour of conversing witb bim ; migbt not 
this be tbe cause of ali our misfortunes? De i 
pleased to pardon me tbis miscbievous joke. 

You would be mucb astonisbed if I told you, 
tbat it is solîly tbe men*s fault tbat tbe finest 
bread bas sold at more tban four sous a pound at 
Paris, and more tban two sous and a balf tbrougb- 
out thc resl of thc kingdom. 

My advisor proves it to me, in a manncr whicb 
admits of no reply : it is at least in bis favour» tbat 
tbose wbo bave money to pay well for corn bave 
been able to procure it, and that tbe priée of it 
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now falls, ieilthough it should rise, if it be true that 
there is not enough in the kingdoin to last until the 
next harvest. 

I know, from my own expérience, (for nobody is 

'worse off than I am) that France will beunfortunate 

as long as the debts and beneficences of the King 

are not discliarged : it is for this reason also that 

I am very sorry more attention was not paid to 

the mémorial which has becn presented to y ou. 

It requires no altération in the finances, and the 

success of the project does not dépend upon find- 

ing five hundred mèn rich enough to procure 

the King the money which he wants. It is 

true that the author wishes that ninety families 

may make the same ofTer, as he proposes for his ; 

but he suggests also another course, because 

he diâtrusts the hearts of men, much more than 

their purses. Nothing is truer than that it is 

always much wiscr to leave those to décide 

Upon things, whom their situation rendors the 

arbiters of our destinies, as whatever may happen, 

one has the consolation at least of dyingaccording 

to précèdent. 

The Prince of Asturias has eut another double 
toolh, and he has now no more than two to eut, 
which we hâve reason to hope will come with the 
same ease : he begins to prattle French and 
Spanish very prettily, and I am deceived if he 
does not one day possess a great mind ; ail the 
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Spaniardt love him affectionately; Tlie Queea 
has had a tevere cold, accompanied with a high 
fever, which contined only two days, and I hâve 
aiso had my share. The air is so subtle at Madrid» 
and the wind so piercing, that one oflen auffen 
this indisposition. Comédies are in rehearsal 
against the King of Spain's birth-day, a species 
of amusement held in high estimation. The Duke 
d*Ossunahas had a théâtre built at bis house, and 
another at a singeras, whom he honours, it is said» 
with his faveurs : an opéra will be acted there» 
the music of which is Italian, and of the best. 
The orchestra will be good, but the singers 
wretched: almost ail thèse unfortunate women, 
who lead a scandalous life, are in so bad a state 
of health, that they absolutely lose their voices. 
The Duchess d*Ossuna was very desirous for me 
to visit her théâtre, that I might point out any 
defects in it. Their Majesties did nol think it 
proper for me to leave the palace for so frivolous 
an object, the camarera-mayor not being accus- 
tomed to go any where without the Queen, unless it 
be on account of her service. It is said that this 
théâtre, and the saloon, are very magnificent, and 
shows nothing of the misery which the war causes. 
I hâve heard with much pain, that the Duke 
d'Harcourt has had a very serions accident, and I 
participate in your well-grounded uneasiness : we 
hâve ail sorts in this life, but those which we feel 
the most, it appears to me, anse from the fear of 
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losing thcpersôns wc love. I entreat you, tliere- 
fore, Madam, to take care 6f yourself, as rouch as 
possible, in your présent state. 



LETTER CLXXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Madrid, Dctember 19th, 1709. 

I HAVE the bonour of writing to you to-day, 
Madam, roerely to tell you, that I shall notanswer 
your letter of the 25 th ultimo. It is not because 
it did not deserve considérable discussion, but I 
hâve some reasons which oblige me to postpone 
it to another opportunity ; I shall, therefore, 
content myself with entreating you to continue to 
me your good opinion, and to believe that there 
is nobody more aiTectionately devoted to you than 
I am. 



LETTER CLXXXIÏl. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, December 23d, 1709. 

There are but few passages in the letter which 
you did me the honour of writing to me f 
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Saint Cyr, dated the 8lh instant, but what I caa 
answer by rcasons wliich appcar to me sufîicicntly 
strong; for I cannot agrée, withoutbetrayiog my 
thoughts, to a part of what you do me the bonour 
of obseiA'iog upon the impossîbility of adopting 
new measures, and abandoning those which con- 
duct us so near the précipice that might be avoided. 
But I feel not at ail disposcd to dispute the point 
■ wilh you to-day, and I prcfer a silcnt victory over 
myself, rather than hazard, perhaps, an unscason* 
able opposition ; for thcre arc certain times aniî 
conjunctures in life wtiicli require prudence, and 
we should be more happy if we could always ex- 
ercise it. I could sincerely wish that tbere was 
as rauch ground to hopefor thcspeedyre-establish- 
ment of the healths of Messieurs Boufflers and 
d'Harcourt, as there is for that of Marstiat de Vil- 
lars, as it would be greatly to the advantage of 
the King's sen'ice, and a consolation to tbeir 
fi'iends. I honourthem both very much, and am 
under great obligations to M. d'Harcourt. He 
wrote me a very kind Ictter, a little before his 
Rlajesty commanded me to leave RIadrid, when 
no one else darcd do so, and when the grcatcst 
part of those upon whom I might naturally bave 
placed a dcpcndencc, nicntioncd my name only to 
load me with opprobrium, thinking by that mc^s 
that thcy followed the fashion of the court. I pride 
myself upoD not being ungrateful.but I should be 
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of goodness and confidence with which the Duke 

de Noailles has always been pleased to honour 

me; I, therefore». sincerely esteem him; he 

possesses a noble and virtuous hcart, with every 

othcr amiablô quality, You cannot, thercforc, 

toc highly esteem him, nor can you conceive 

what pleasure you hâve alTorded me în speaking 

of him, and calling him your Duke de Noailles : I 

know not of any rank above his merits. M. 

Amelot and I hâve said so a hundred times; 

and onc of thc motives, which induccd us to 

désire that thc King would enable him to act 

on the sidc of Roussillon, was, that wc did not 

doubt but hc would hâve donc wonders, which 

would hâve obliged his Majesty to recompense 

him by a distinction that he has aircady de- 

served ; permit me to adcl, better than some others 

who enjoy it. 

Let me rcproach you, Madam, with being so 
indiffèrent a relative, as you do me, perhaps, with 
being too gond a one : but it is very probable that 
we shall both romain as we are. I figure to myself 
that the important airs which the Duke de Guiche 
givcs hiinsclf, make him rescmble a hcro of ro- 
mance: his heroine richly deserves to possess 
him alone, as she has labourcd hard enough to 
sccure him. I am very sorry that the Duchess of 
IVIantua's rank croates her enemies, and gives 
pain to her mother ; it appears to me that people 
ought to be disposed to live upon good terms w*' 
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ft sovereign, were it nnly bectuse her late btu 
bïind lost ail bis States on accountof lits attacb 
ment to our two Kingfs. It is showing a ver 
bad example to tlie liviiig. to hold in so Utile con 
sideration a \ bcsides, is rcspcctabl 

in herself, and fficicntly amiable to ex 

cite envy. Yo fould not bc so cliange 

able as it is, if ) ;s wcre confiiied to Vei 

sailles. Saint Cyr arly. Repose certain! 

contributes to hc: :h I expérience myscl 

bcing mucli bcttcr smcc I only Icavc my closf 
to visit tlie apartmcnts of tlie Qiiccn and Princi 
which are ail nearly of tlic Knmc tcmpcratun 
When tlicir Majesties leavc tbc palace, it is to g 
to Atocba ; and I hâve tlic bonour of accompanj 
ing them iu niy coacli, as camarcra-mayor, wliic 
bas glasses to it, and in whicli I am alone. accord 
ing to étiquette : it protects me froin tbc windi 
and my breastdocs not suffcr, bccausc I bave n 
occasion to talk. Sometimes, wbcn it is fine, w 
take a watk in tlie gardons of tlic Retiro, aa 
at othcrs in tltosc of tbc palace. Sincc I ai 
no longer exposcd to Ihc misctiicvous prating i 
tbc courtiers, wlio visitcd tlic Quarto C/iico, wliic 
was very cold at this scason, or very wartn i 
summer, I scarcely cvcr suffcr any tbing from m 
painful rheiimatics; ail your draught winds wi 
give you terrible oncs, if you do not take car 
and I know not wby you do not résolve, once fi 
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that you are indiffèrent about life ; but perhaps 
y ou fear death alittle» and it is as well to rèconcile 
ourselves to it by degrees, by extending our career 
as far as we can. I am incapable of altération» 
Madam» as far as you are concerned ; continue» then» 
the honour of your good opinion» and I entreat 
you to let me hear from you as oflen as possible. 



LETTER CLXXXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

' (Withottt date.) 

Ekclosed are copies of letters» Madam» which 
I cannot dispense with communicating to you» my 
cmbarrassmcnts daily incrcasing; or the better to 
express myself» the time is corne» it appears to me» 
when Ihaveabsolute need of the King*s commands» 
since the Count de Dcrghcist believes and writcs 
that the allies» considcring me as a person entirely 
devoted to France» will not come to the resolution 
of negociating separatcly with S pain» so long as 
I continue at this court. He even wants me» as 
. you will see» to remoye to a distance from the 
frontier» for it to be imagined that I shall not 
retum hère aller the peace» and» according to 
him» I cannot too soon make this sacrifice ; which 
to me, personally» would cost nothing» for l 
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would lay down my life to promote a peace onthe 
conditioos which he expects ; but their Catbolic 
Majcsti'es, finding no solidity in his ideas, show 
great répugnance in granting me permission to 
retire. The King himself has even writteo a 
letter, which does me too much honour, sinre hii 
Majesty therein represents me as a servanti 
absolutely necessary to the Queen, and the Prince, 
his son, and whose loss cannot be compensated by 
such uncertain hopes. Thus situated» I very 
humbly entreat the King to command me how 
to act. If his Majesty thinks it proper for me to 
leave Spain, I shall employ the confidence whh 
%vhich their Catholic Majcsties honour me, to 
impress upon them its necessity ; but in this case 
I very humbly entreat the King, not to let my 
rccall appear to the world as a second disgrâce. 
I assure you I cannot describe my feelings : day 
and night I am continually thiukingof what I owe 
to their Catholic Majcsties, and the letters of 
M. do Bcrgheist ; my heart and my reason are 
uniformly agreed as to both, but that is precisely 
what embarrasses me, bccause I know not which 
is the best course to adopt, seeing that it does not 
dépend upon me to détermine upon the views of 
Count de Bergheist. You do me the honour of 
writing to say, that you know he asserts, I do 
great injury to their Catholic Majcsties; but you 
are persuaded that I would soon leave them, if I 
thought as he does» and that I am the proper 
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person to be referred to, seeing affairs so near 
at hand. I certainly deserve your entertaining 
this good opinion of my zeal ; but the question is 
net what is occurring hère ; the Spaniards hâve 
sufficiently shown that I am not dlsagreeable to 
them, by advising the King to retain me, when I 
asked to retire with M. Amelot. It is the allies 

• 

who think me too good a Frenchwoman, and 
this is ail the mischief that M. de Bergheist 
prétends I do to the King and Queen ; as I hâve 
uoihing to say on that head, it is to the King alone, 
it appears to me, that 1 should take the liberty of 
addrcssing myself to learn what I am to do. It 
remains for me to mention two other points, on 
which I ask your advice and kind offices : the first 
respects the place I should go to on leaving this, 
and the second, the deranged state of my affairs. 
Before M. de Bergheist intimated that it was 
highly neccssary for me not to stop at the fron- 
tiers, I thought of residing at Pau or Toulouse 
during the time that it shall please God still to 
afflict us with so cruel a war, owing to theimpos- 
sibility of being able to form a new establishment 
at Paris. Rly circumstances are completely de- 
ranged by this cruel necessity of going direct to 
Kome : it is truc, I should économise as much as 
possible on my journey. But how am I to get 
therc ? And what répugnance must I not feel in 
going to a place whcre the Germans hâve now the 
sway, and whcre my brother, who, is perhaps, still 
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more unfortunate dian myself» has the me of my 
house and fumiture, which it will be necessary 
for me tQ take from bim ; and aiso if I went to 
Paris, I hâve scarcely any pr perty but from tbe 
KingV beneficQnce ? On the otlier hand, as nobody 
is paid, how shall I do to subsist, at a time when the 
greatest necessarics of life are at an excessive.price 
there? I beg you» Madam, to tel: me, what you 
think of ail this. The interférence which I request 
of you, on my account, is with M. Demaretz. For 
three years 1 hâve only received five thousand 
livres, of sixty thousand which are due to me for 
the above period on account of my pension; I 
am much in debt, and I hâve not a fartliing formy 
journey. 1 entreat you to désire him to extricate 
me from this state of embarrassment, It is not 
without the greatest disinclination that I speakto 
you of money, whôn I see that the FrencK 
ministers know not how to find any to save the 
state, but in my présent predicament it is the only 
resource I hâve. Indeed, I should think itasbad 
as taking it from the altar, if I acccptcd any from 
the King of Spain. There are three years and a 
half of pension due to me, which his Catholic 
Majcsty had the goodness to allow me when I was 
iu France, and the whole amount of which lowe, 
yct I hâve not the courage to solicit the payment 
of it. M. Amelot, somc months before his depar- 
ture, aware of tlie dcranged state of my affairs, and 
sceing no other way of assisting me, ordered M. 
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de Pontchartrain to pay me out of the produee 
of the induit accruing to the King of SpaÎD.^from 
the last vessels that arrived from the Indies, 
about two years arrcars of what wcrc due to me. 
But this order was rendered unavailing by the 
chicanery of the latter, who observed atiirst that 
ûU this produce had been carried to the mint, and 
that he did not knowwhen and how M. Demaretz 
could pay it ; as if what belongs to the King of 
Spain should be brought into question, upon such 
an occasion. Afterwards he asserted that ail 
expences paid» he had nothing remaining in his 
hands, and he now says that M. Amelot had 
shown him, by his o>vn accounts, that he h as 
wherewith to pay me, and many othér sums, 
which Spain has given and charged to his respon- 
sibility ; and he adds, that the expences of this 
armament amount to much more than his estimate. 
Such proceedings show that they live in France 
from hand to mouth, and think not of the morrow, 
for they sour the Spaniards against us more than 
I can describe ; so that for a mère tri fie we losc 
ail crédit with them. 

I apply only to you, Madam, because I dépend 
solely on your kindness, it is from you alone that 
I cxpect ail the consolation of which I shall hâve 
necd in the sequel and of whom I shall rcquest it, 
livhatever course I pursue, should the King approve 
of my quitting Spain. My destiny is very singular : 
I was called from Spain iive ycars ago, as a bad 
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French sùbject ; dow the allies require me to be 
sent away, as a woman entirely devoted to France, 
and who, on the least intimation from the King, 
could, as they say, iuducc their Catholic Majesties 
to do whatever is desired. o net know wbat my 
oldenemies can say on )Cca5ioD: they will 

not, however, be silent, ar m so sure of it that I 
fear nothing so much as e sing myself to their 
insidious manœuvres in presuuting myselfat court. 
IIow necessary your counscis would be to me 
there ! and how fortunate it is for me, Madara, to 
know that I can so firmly dépend upon the honour 
ofj'our friendship. 

COPr OF A LETTER A\'RITTEy TO HIS CATHOLIC 
HAJESTT Ur COUMT DE BERGHBIST, DATED DB- 

CEUBRR IGtu, 1709. 

Sire, 
As I bave received a letter from Holland, from 
the pensionary of the towaof Gouda, tbe intîmate 
friend and confident of the pensionary Heauus, 
and who was the first to correspond with me on 
the subjectof peace, in 1705, by the command of 
the States General, in which he informs me that 
nothing can be thoughtofbetterthan the séparation 
and independence of France, in order to bring 
about peace with Spain ; but that there would 
always be a great obstacle to it, and that it would 
bc difBcutt to persuade tlic English that thîs îade- 
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pendence was real and sincère or likely to be 
lasting, so long as the Princess des Ursins re- 
mained at your Majesty's court ; and that they 
are apprehensive that the union will be resumed, 
through her instrumcntality, as soon as peace is 
inade ; that this union had been the sole object of 
the war, and the cause of its long continuance ; 
that they feared there was no safety for theni» so 
long as a Prince of the royal family of France 
reigned over the Spanish dominions, and that 
tliose persons of their republic, who were the 
most attached to the English, employed this 
rcasoning, to induce others to continue the war; 
that the Eniclish wcre more inveterate thau them- 
selvcs, against your Majesty ; that I wcll kncw 
that the grcater part of them were not for dethron- 
ing yiiur Majesty. This intimation. Sire, has 
given me some anxiety, for having omitted what 
relalcd to its purport in the account which I gave 
to your Majesty of the siège ofMons, in myletter 
of the 5th uUimo, in the passage respecting the 
conversation \Vhich I had with my Lord Marl- 
borough, because I thought they were only words 
spoken at random, and which might hâve given 
unnccessary pain to your ûlajcsty. For this 
reason, I brîefly observed in général terms, that 
I had rcplied to my Lord in a manner suitable to 
your Majesty's intercsts. But, Sire, this object 
having bccome, as it appears to me, from the above 
intimation, of such great importance, and ' ' '^is 
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entire independence is much more likely to leid 
to peace than force of anns, I hâve thoaght I 
could no longer conceal it from your Majesty, but 
that I am obligcd in duty and in conscience, in so 
momentous an aftàir, to tell your Majesty thak 
baving replied to my Lord Marlborough, respect- 
îng tbe union, that Spain was already entirely 
separated from France, as mauifested by the 
departure of M. Amelot, and ail the French, who 
had been in employ there ; he observed that they ^ 
were informed of it, but that the Prîocess dea« 
Ursins remained ; that she was entirely devoted tci 
France, and had complète sway ovcr the inind omM 
your Majesty ; and tliat, conscqucutly, thcrc coulcJ 
be no safcty, for tliat French policy would always 
govern so long as she was tlierc. I unswered him, 
Sire, by raîUery, saying, it is astonishing, my 
Lord, tliat a woman should give you umbrage, 
when the government is in the hands of the 
Spaniards. Women bave had at ail periods, and 
will continue to bave, in almost cvcry court, a 
share in the distribution of the faveurs of princes. 
Ue assented to it, but observed, that they should 
feel no alarm if she was a Spanîard, but that she 
was a Frcnchwoman. I wrote to tliis effect, Sire, 
to the Princess des Ursins, thrcc or four posts ago, 
which I rcitcratc to hcr by this, with cvery cir — 
cumstance, cxccpt my haviiig rcccivcd the lette^ 
from the Ilaguc, bccause mine was writtcn bcforc? 
its arrivai. 
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^NOTHXR PA88AOE FROM A LETTER TO HI8 CA* 
THOLIC MA JESTT, FROM COUKT P£ BEROHEIST, 
DATED DECEMBER 30th, 1709. 

The Princess des Ursins having called 

upon me by a letter of the 16th instant, to be 
more explicit ^rith her, as to what concerns the 
interests of your Majesty, I beg your Majesty's 
permission to refer to my answer to her by tliis 
post, desiring her to read it to your M ajesty ; and 
it appears to me, Sire, to be still more essential, 
from a communication I yesterday saw from 
IloIIand, and which may be apparent, &c. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO THE PRINCESS DES 
tJRSINS, FROM COUNT DE BERGHEIST, DATED 
DECEMBER ICth, 1709. 

I BEO you to comprehend perfectly well, that 
they are very intent at London, and the Hague, 
upon the séparation and independence of France 
. being real and sincère ; that this independence is 
more effectuai to obtaîn peace than the force of 
arms, although it should be supported by that 
means, for too much attention cannot be paid to 
this object, nor too many efforts made to secure it. 
As they entertain a great distrust on the subject, 
the least adverse step might revive their animosity 
against the King. They déclare to me that they 
entertain honc against the Spaniards ; that they 
wish to deliver them from this dépendance f 
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oppression and to consolidate the monarchy ; and 
you may dépend upon them being well informed 
of eveiything that is passing at the court of 
Madrid, &c. 

ANOTHER LBTTER TO THB PRINCB8S DBS URSIKS, 
FROM COUNT DB BBR0HBI8T, DATBD DBCEMBBR 

30th, 1709. 

I RECEivED, Madam, the letter which yoa did 
me the honour of writing to me the iGth instant, 
in which you do me that of asking, whether I 
hâve donc myself the honour of writing to your 
Excellency rcspccting your departurc from Spain, 
and you request me to speak explicitly, and that 
I shall give the King to undcrstand that this is 
absolutely neçcssary. On which account I shall 
hâve the honour of observing with a perfect frank* 
ness, which you hâve been fully enabled to corn- 
prehond, as also his Majesty, from what I had the 
honour of writing to him the IGth instant, and to 
your Excellency from Senlis, having communicated 
to your Majesty, the information I had upon that 
subject, in the evening of the I5th instant, by way 
of Namur ; I thought it also my duty to render 
an account on that occasion of my conversation 
with my Lord Marlborough, which I had only 
touched upon in gênerai terms in my account of 
tlie siège of Mons. I enclose to your Excellency 
acopy of the ssùd information, which a confidential 
person brought to my first secretary at Mons, by 



?98 LETT£R8 Of TRB 

vrhom he is known : from this you will clearly 8ee 
how much your removal bas become essentially 
necessary for the stability of the King upon hia 
throne, and tlie obtaining of peacc ; how urgent 
it is that you put it into exécution as soon as pos- 
sible, în order that I may avaîl mysclf of it before 
the opcnîng of the campaign, and that the place 
whîch your Excellency shall choose for your 
résidence» shali be at such a distance from Spain, 
as that it shall notappcar a tcmporary asylum, from 
Mrhcnce you may rcturn aflcr tho pcacc. It is 
difllicult to persuade thcni, in four days, of the 
Réparation and independcnce of France, a(\er 
the conduct whîch has been observed up to the 
présent time ; and there cannot be a doubt of 
the maritime pôwers continuing the war, I may 
say eternally, for the sake of commerce, so long 
as they cannot be made to understand that this 
independence is real and sincère, because com- 
merce is the sole fonndation of their power, 
and the French had eut it up in such a manner 
as to monopolize it themseives, to the exclu- 
sion even of the Spaniards. My Lord Marl- 
borough also observed to me, in the same con- 
versation, to conceal nothing from you, that the 
dcparture of M. Amelot, and other Frenchmcin, 
did not in the least abate his fears ; that ail thèse 
persons had no other influence than what your 
Excellency had given them ; that it was easy to 
recall thcm after peace, or put others in their 



PRINCES9 DES URSIN9. 390 

places, as long as your Excellency remsined there; ' 
tnd several other matters whicb, 1 think it useleu ' 
to mention, ail concerning your devotednesa to 
the court Of France. But I think, Madam, tltat 
if you décide ' g this sacrifice, it ïi. 

equally importai ît as promptly as po»* 

lible, in order tl st havc an opportunity 

ofderivitig some ;e from it, before tha 

opening of tlie < because thcy cannot 

fidl to fcel the 1 icnsc whicli thcy ara 

obligcd to be at in ».- ng thc war, and wliich 

will induce them to Iciul an car to tho ndvantageouB 
offers, which tlie King bas ordercd to be tnade, 
as soon as tliey can be persuaded of safety by a 
consistent conduct. I hâve been persuaded since 
December of last year, tbat in the state to which 
things had arrived, tho King .could maintain 
himself upon the throne only by a separate peace, 
because France had, for tlie second time, ofiered 
tlie whole of Spain to obtaiii peace, and that hia 
Majesty would sooner obtain this separate peace, 
by thc complète indcpendcnce of France, and t 
reconciliation w'ith the two maritime powers, thar 
by thc force of arms. I was fortiinate eoough tt 
hâve my opinion adopted by lus Christian Majesty 
and his council, who thought it indeed cqualh 
impossible ; but I hâve, in obédience to the King* 
commands, foUowed this plan, without departinj 
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to hope, that the enemy may hâve placed some 
confidence in it, but this same conduct should be 
strictiy observed at Madrid, in spite of every 
observation, complaint, or letter, from hence. The 
Christian King Mrill approve of what his Majesty 
shall do to obtain this object : and it appears to 
me, Madam, that a favourable issue will be the 
resuit, if measures are shaped according to the 
above plan. If your Excellency décides upon 
quitting Madrid, 1 beg you to inform me of it as 
soon as possible, in order that I may endea- 
%'our to turn it to account, by insinuations to my 
Lord at the Haguc, because the moments are 
precious in thé begînning of the year. I only 
Write briefly to the King, referring him to this 
letter, which I write to your Excellency ; and 
although I hâve already had the honour of men- 
tioning the greater part of thèse things to his 
Majesty, they are of such importance for his 
interests, that I beg of you to read the whole of 
my letter to him. I could présume to answer to 
your Excellency, for his Christian Majesty highly 
approving the measure, which he thinks so essen- 
tial for the interests of the King, his grandson, and 
even his own, His Majesty spoke to me of it, in 
the last audience he gave me, in which, I did not 
conceal from him the conversation with my Lord 
Marlborough. His Majesty had already been of 
this opinion so far back as the month of July, and 




he wîshed ereti then to write to the King abont 
it, had I not dissuaded him, because I didoat at 
that time regard it as so necessary; I think eren 
then to hâve intimated somethiiig of the kîad to 
his Majcsty, atid to your Excellency, but hare 
never beenquite sureofit: youwill, however, see 
by my letters, not presumlng to spcak more ex- 
plicitly, without bcing compelled to it. 

IfXTRACT FKOU ANOTHKR LBTTER TO THE PRtHC£U 
DES URSIN'S rROM COUN'T DE BEROHEIST, DATED 

JANUARr Cth, 1710. 

I thought it right to communicate to the very 
Christian King, the letter which I wrote to his 
Majesty respecting the intimations I received 
from Holland, which relates to the letter yoa 
wrote to me the 16th of October, and the 
answer I had the honour of addressing to you. His 
Majesty imracdiately recollected what he had 
said to me upon that subject, in July last, 
approved of ail I had written, and thought your 
departure essentially necessary for die interests 
of the Kiog and of France. His Majesty begins to 
think, as well as the minister, that they will not 
obtain a peace, except it be through Spain. 
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LETTER CLXXXV. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, December 30th, 1709. 

I KNow not the cause; Madam, but the 

post from France did not arrive last week ; for 

M'iiich reason 1 shall only do myself the honour 

of împarting to y ou the little news there is at 

tliîs court. The arrivai of M. d'Iberville furnishes 

5]i subject of much conversation for thèse people, 

^who are very curious to know the object of hls 

joumey ; he has had the honour of an audience of 

three hours with their Catholic Majesties. I was 

during this time in the King's anti-chamber, 

where I pcrceived that ail the moments were 

countcd, and that the conférence appeared very 

long. The King of S pain had ordercd it to be 

intimated to this ënvoy, that before he gave him 

audience, he wished to see the Duke de Médina 

Cœli,lhe minister of foreign atfairs. He said Ihat 

he could not do it, his orders being strictly only 

to communicate the object of his mission to the 

King and Quccn. Ilis Majcsty ordercd Iiim to 

bc told that hc was very desirous of giving him 

this satisfaction, through complaisance to the 

King, bis grandfather, but that he would dérive no 

advantasre from it, because as soon as 
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finished with him, he should impart ail thit bd 
passed to his ministen» to whom he had gitm hii 
entire confidence, as he was bound to d<^ chiefly 
because he aaw himself abandoned by the King, 
bis grandfather. This morning I ahowed H* 
dlberville the Prince of Asturias» who was sot 
in 80 good a humour as I could bave wished, be- 
cause he is about to eut his last^ double tootb; 
however, it appeared to me that he looked chaim- 
ing, and in good health : the Queen is also nxj 
well, and her tumours continue to diminish. This 
is ail I can hâve the honour of communicating to* 
day, except my wishes that the winter werc as 
fine at Versailles as it is at Madrid, as in that 
case you would not be incommoded by the frost 
I could wish that you experienced no inconveni* 
ence, and that your mind enjoyed the greatest 
possible degree of tranquillity, but I think there is 
nobody without troubles in any situation of iife. 
Whatever may become ofmc, it will dépend upon 
you, Madam, to solace my sufTerings : you bave 
only to love me, as much as I am devoted to you, 
which will be very difficult. 

P.S. I hâve just received yoiir letter of the 
22nd inst., but as it contains nothing which requires 
an immédiate answcr, and it is ncar post timc, I 
begyour permission to post pone a replytill Monday 
next. 
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LETTER CLXXXVI. 



TO TH£ 8AME. 



Madrid, OctoberSStb, 1711. 

After niae days march» Madam, I hâve arrived 
at Madrid, whcre I coùld wish to kave bcen 
sooner, to hasten the repairs that are making ia 
thîs palace, in order to render the apartments 
commodious for the King and Queen, which 
would hâve been done before now had I been 
présent. They are not yct sufficiently aired to 
be habitable ; on Mrhich account they hâve de- 
cided to stop at Aranjuez, since this is the season 
of the year for enjoying the fine walks there. 
What gricvcs me most at this delay is, the ex- 
trême anxiety of the people to see them again ; 
they are very thankful to me, for having pre- 
ccdcd them and forwarding every where by my 
présence the labours of the workmen. Sève- 
rai grandccs and otherstook the trouble ofcoming 
to nicct me as far as Guadalaxara. AU the city 
would hâve visitcd me, but I dispcnsed with thèse 
civilitics, not to Ic.se a moment, except, however, 
those of Count de Bergheist, whom the King and 
Quccii had donc me the honour of commanding 
me to confer with upon mafty things. I was 
very glad to see this minister recovered from the 
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«ttacks of a Tidient fever» whidi did not pierait 
him from labouring to restore order in Uie AtitBefii 
and regular payment to the amuet of CaialoDit 
and EstremÂdura. Hehopes to aecomplisli hii 
object, and I hâve no reaton to repent harâg 
always desired, ûnce the Ion of Flanders» thatho 
skould corne to serve the lUng, hb master, wl» 
stood in need of his ability and zeal. Ile irill pqf 
a visit to him to-morrow, to hâve a coofereoce 
with their Majcsties, respecting what the Dvke 
de Vendôme should do to préserve the annyf 
being convinced» it appears to me, with great 
reason, that too cautions a conduct cannot be 
observcd» in the délicate circumstances in which 
we are placed, the principal object being peace; 
without, howevery neglecting to make new efforU 
to continue the war» in case of a failure, at which 
I shoulil be very much afflicted. I will not 
penetrate into the motives» which you say cannot 
be discusscd in a letten and which you hope ve 
never shall discuss, which are, moreover, stronger 
than those that strike every body, since I con- 
fine my curiosity to what pleases you, and my 
devotedness to you is but an eifect of the great 
confidence I place in the kindnesses with which 
you honour me, and of a heart aifectionatety 
attached to you ; which if suflicient to give you 
as favourable an idea of me, as you assure ne 
you hâve, I do not refuse your praise ; but if tbey 
proceedCtoia o\}lciei c^>ï%^«^^>\n(^uld make me 
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ashamed or tôo vain» Quarrel with me as much 
as you please, if you hâve the least inclination 
for it, I shali know how to dcfend mysclf ; it is 
not your anger I drcad» but your indiiTerence. 
I agrée with you, that nothing is greater for the 
King, than to hâve placed his grandson upon the 
throne, and to maintain him there in spite of ail 
Europe» which was the cause of my mortal dîs- 
pleasure, when I reflected that he was rcady to 
descend from it, if God and his firmness had not 
sustaincd him, I remember perfectly well the 
description which you gave, of his most Christian 
Majesty ; it cannot be more flattering, and at the 
same time more correct, and it is certain, that 
with his lofty demeanour, engaging hauteur, kind- 
ness, and politencss, he is superior to other men, 
of whatever âge they may be. As to the Dau- 
phiness, I think that hcr lovely figure can only 
be equalled by her rare and estimable qualities. 
1 recognise in this Princess traits of cheerfulness 
and vivacity, observable in the conversation of 
the Queen, hcr sister, who leaves nothing to 
désire, when one lias the happincss of hearing 
her, but that she will not cease speaking. It is 
not only in France that the Princess Anne is 
supposed to be well disposed towards us, and the 
King her brother. How delighted should we be, 
Madam, if this virtuous Queen, and the King her 
son, retumed in triumph to London! But wba^ 
mil bccome of the Princess ot ^\i^;^^> % 
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has ever more anxiously desircd than myself 
The enemy has latterly made an attempt to take 
Tortosa^by surprise, but the Chevalier de GlimeSi 
a good Flemishofficer, repubed them so vigorously, 
that they lost more than a thousand men in killed 
and wounded : their object was to bura our maga- 
zines which are upon the sea shore, but they 
retired aller being defeated in their first project 
The apartments of tliis palace are nearly ready, 
at which the French envoy appcared to me so 
well sàtisfiedy that we agreed to get a plan of them 
drawn, for the inspection of his Majesty, who 
mîght hâve the goodness to let me know what 
he thought of them. I do not know, Madam, 
whether it is because I hâve rather two good an 
opinion of my own works, that I think it so fine, 
but it appcars to me, there are few European Prin- 
ces who can be more noblyorconvenientlylodged 
than their Majesties. There are, however, many 
things wanting as to magnificence, which must 
be postponed to happier times. The King and 
Queen enjoy the fine weather at Aranjuez, wherc 
I deprive myself of the honour of paying my 
court to them, in order that they may the sooner 
make their entry into Madrid, which will be I think 
towards the beginning of next week at latest. 

If I am right, Madam, in reckoning Marshal 
de Villeroi as the best of my friends, you are not 
less so in believîng him the firmest of yours. I 
know no one who rendors you more justice thaabe 
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does, nor praises you for those things which are 
the best calculated to ensure you respect and 
friendship. 



LETTER CLXXXVIII. 

TO THE SÂME. 

Madrid, Novcmber 9Ui, 1711. 

There is no probability, as you pertinently 
observe, Madam, that M. de Staremberg» being so 
confined as he is in his opérations, sliould ever 
expel Philip V., and interrupt the négociations 
of a peace so anxiously desired. Recollect, if 
you please, that people who will always judge 
ominously, said that the death of the Emperor 
would avail nothing in obtainiug it, when we now 
expérience the reverse, which should tcach us 
\\c are bad judgcs of the future : you would not 
hâve thought it possible to hâve lovcd Qucen 
Anne so afloctionately, nor to hâve known the 
tendcrness of the Duke of Savoy's conscience, 
which excites him to repair the injury he has done 
to those whom he has ruined. His Royal High* 
ncss has not done less to the two Princesses his 
daughters,by exerting every effort to dethronethe 
Qucen, and to rendcr the Dauphincss unhappy ; 
but it is tp be hopcd that this Prince will not be 
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one of the last to unité with them in becomiog a 
friend of France and S pain. The Queen's tumoars 
are not adhèrent. The Marquis de Bonac may 
hâve the honour of assuring the King, that she is in 
perfect health at Aranjuez, and very cheerful. The 
King and her hâve greatly enjoyed the fine wealhw 
there. The whole of this palace will be ready 
for the réception of their Maje^ties whenever they 
picase, not having lest a moment in getting the 
repairs completed. I hâve received Ihe packet 
which you did me the honour of sendîng me, and 
-which I shall be sure to answer by next post I 
confess I begin to be at a loss, why the King \rill 
no longer hâve Marshal de Villeroi near him, or 
why the Marshal does not do the needful to 
recover the honour oi his Majesty's gracions notice. 
I doubt much, if the King supports the jesuits, 
whethcr Cardinal de Noailles will succeed in cx- 
pelling them. It must be confessed, that very 
e.\traordinary things are passing at your court. 
The situation of Count de Toulouse is very afflict- 
iiig, and must givc grcat pain to the Duchess of 
Orléans, w!io, it appcars to me, lias becn very 
nuich nttacbcd to him from infancy, and by friciid- 
ship, and who deserves to havc only sources of 
satisfaction. The King of Spain has appointed 
his plenipotentiaries : the flrst is the Dulte 
d'Ossuna, one of the greatest and richest Lords of 
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^vhich you will not be suq)rised, is Count de 
Bcrghcist ; and the last, is the Marquis de Mon* 
teleon. Thèse nominations appear to be approved 
by the public, which is not a little. I shall leave 
you in repose, Madam, until the gênerai war is 
iinished, in order to make individual war upon 
you. It will diminish nothing of the respectful 
affection which I hâve for you. 



LETTER CLXXXIX. 

TO THE SA ME. 

Madrid, Noverober 22d, 171 L 

l THiNK I have not suffered less, Madame from 
the impossibility of writing to you, than from the 
nialady which has prcvcnted me, and from which 
I now bcgin to recover. I was ^attacked thirteen 
days ago with a fever and bilious affection, which 
tormcnted me in more than one respect, and pre- 
vcntcd me from taking any nourishment. You 
may conceive that this was quite enough to 
wcakcn a constitution still stronger than mine. I 
sent for a Flemish physician, those of their Majes- 
ties notbcing hère, and the remedy which lie 
gave me entirely banished the fever, leaving no 
înconvenience behind. Ile has donc as much for 
Count de Bcrghcist, the Pr:!*ce de Dclmont» 
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of my nçphews, ond sevcral othera. The name of 
this ph)-sician is Verof; and the Marquis de 
BeJmar says, that having beeD given up by ail 
those at Brussels, thc latter cxtricated him from 
danger in twentj'-four bours. M. de Bergheist 
brought him to Madrid, and says that a man of 
such tried skill cannot be too well paid. You will 
easily conceive, Madatn, that I was very much 
hurt at not being able to receive the King, Queen, 
and their charming Prince in their apartments ; 
but my good wlU was greatcr than my strengtli, 
and their Majesties condescended to corne and 
cunsole me in my chamber, and did me the houour 
of assuring nie that they were satisfied with my 
superiutendcnce. 1 was cxtrcmcly so at the 
State of the Queen's prcgnancy, her face ncvcr 
having looked fairer nor more blooming. Sbe 
had always wished to become pregnant only in a 
time of peace ; God has granted her wishes, at 
least, if appearances are not deccitfui, as I hopc, 
and the Ënglish persist in their résolutions ; for 
as to the Dutch, if they continue to actmalevo- 
lently, there will be a way of bringing them to 
their sensés, and perbaps it will be happy for 
France. I hope that the King will bave been 
satisfied with the plenipotentiaries appointed by 
bis Catholic Majesty. I am very glad that the 
opération which the Count de Toulouse has. 
undergone has been successful, I conceive the 
IkunfiiisînpRs it must hâve pîven tht-. Kintr anA ih» 
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wholc court, this Prince bcing as mucli esteemed 
and loved as he dcserves. I figure to myself the 
Dauphincss shining in the midst of the crowd by 
which she is surrounded, and who admire her 
from morn till night. What a felicity for cvery 
one to posscss so accomplished a Princess, and 
who knows so wcll how to attract respect and 
estcem ! I hear nothing but the most amiable 
things of hcr, which aflfords grcat pleasure to the 
Quccn lier sister. I am highly gratified to sec 
their mutual affection visibly increase. Joy on 
both sidcs does not contribute a little to cherish 
it, as one is in a good humour wheneverything goes 
on well. We shali find ourselves in this happy 
State, and we shall relish it much more after 
huving encountered so many storms. 

You will at last tum my head with Marshal 
de Villeroi : what do you mean by saying that I 
should belicvci that he draws back as advances 
are made towards him? There must be some 
misunderstanding, which you do not explain to 
mo, and which puts me quite out of ail patience ; 
but it is not the first time in my life that things 
hâve happenedi which hâve heated my blood. I 
am, Madam, entirely devoted to your wishes, 
provided you did not attack my friends whcn they 
are not in the %vrong. 
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LETTER CXC. 



TO THK SAHE. 



Madrid, Nofcmber SOth» 1711*. 

. Their Majesties, Madam, had no letten fW^ 
the French court last post, and I did not recei^v^^ 
those which you weekiy do me the honour ^^f 
writing to me. M, de Bonac suspects that it ma 
because there was an intention of soon despatc 
ing a Courier. By letters from private ind 
viduals, we learn that the Dutch continue to 
very much irritated, and Queen Anne to adhe^*^ 
firmly to her resolution» which afTords gre^^t 
pleasure. You wili likewise expérience it, C^^ 
learn that the Queen continues to go on very we^^' 
in her pregnancy, and that his Majesty andoi^' 
dear Prince are in good health. Their Majesti^^ 
since their arrivai at Madrid, hâve donc nothingb^:'^ 
give audiences to ail the councils, and a thousaiid 
other people, whom they hâve received. For 
my part, Madam, my malady, from which I am 
gradually recovering, has prevented me from 
having had the honour of attending, as regularly 
as I could hâve wished at thèse levées, because 
the air is so cold and piercing, and this is against a 
convalescent. The Duke de Vendôme has in- 
formed his Majesty of the capture of Cordova, 
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nd that he hoped in a short time to carry the 
astle, which will much cramp the Prince de 
Staremberg ; there ïn uothing else at this court 
^\«rorthy your curiosity. I take the liberty of 
saddressing you a letter for Marshal de Villeroi, in 
onswer to that which you forwarded to me from 
liim ; I couMtantly wish for yourn» bcing more 
sensible than I can express of the assurances 
*^ou are plcascd to give me of your continucd 
fricndship. 



LETTER CXCI. 



TO THE SAME. 



Madrid, June 20th, 1714. 

By a misunderstanding, Madam, you are not 
yet infonned of the object of M. de Chalais* 
joumey ; and it is only this day, that the Kin.^ of 
Spain informs him by a courier, which he 
despatches to Paris, that he is to request an 
audience of the King, in order to hâve the honour 
of opening his commission. His Majesty, as 
modest as your young ladies of Saint Cyr, would 
most anxiously wish to conceal from every one, 
as long as possible, what his conscience alone 
obliges him to do, and that there should only be 



* 
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the King and younelf, ' the depotitoirieè .'of hii 
secret. Howaver» ihould hit Christiaii Mi^eety. 
think proper that Cardinal dèl Giudice and* M. 
de Torcy ihould know it» his Mijesty b^a of you 
to let my nephew impart it to them» in order that 
they may not think It is througfa mistruit thts 
afiafr i» conccaled from them, and that my 
ncphow may avoid incurring diapteasure» tôt 
having mado a mystery to them of a subject on 
which obédience roquired his silence. 



LETTER CXCII. 



TO THE SA ME. 

Madrid» Jiiiie20th, 1714. 

I CANNOT habituate myself, Madam» tobelieve» 
as you wish me, that you are not mistress of 
your own conduct ; and I should be more disposed 
to think, that loving as you do a retired life, yen 
employ this prctext not to sce people, when it 
pleases you ; nevertheless, you are too sincère to 
say the contrary of what you think, especially 
to a friend, over whom you can always exercise 
your influence ; for which reason I conclude, that 
it is very unfortunate for my nephew not to hâve 
had the honour of paying his court to you, and to 
me for bcing deprived of the satisfaction 1 should 
hâve enjoyed at his conversing with you upon 
several topics> which it is impossible to discuss in 

VOL. 111. ^^- 
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a letten You may, Madam, without running any 
xipk, reproach, scold, and love me, since I am not 
.infallible : I will endure ail you say without mur- 
inuring, and shall not love you the less for it Per- 
mit me, if you pleasc, to takc the samc libcrty. 
Ourcorrespondencewouldbccome insipid, wereit 
not mixed with cverything whicli enters the head, 
and I should fcar disguâting you with mine, were 
I nothing but your merc flatterer. 

Marshal de Berwick is then at last going to 
make the conquest of Barcelona, wrhich would 
hâve been reduced a long time since, had you 
desired it. The King of Spain has written to this 
gênerai very obligingly at Perpignan ; we shall be 
extrcmely ghul to return hini our tlianks at Madrid, 
aftcr his conquest, which is not the only impor- 
tant service lie will hâve rendered to this crown, 
He may tell me ail that he pleases, I shall wil- 
lingly listen to him, and will answer him as vvell 
as I can. You are too well informed, Madam, of 
great affairs, to be ignorant of what has passed 
relative to my sovereignty ; therefore it would be 
useless to repeat to you ail that has been done, 
and cspecially when the King of Spain was assured 
that the moment he had waived the guaranteeof the 
Dutch, I should be put in possession of tliis sove- 
reignty ; but unfortunately for me, his Catholic 
Majcsty had no sooner donc so, than no more 
was said about it, and the treaty of Radstadt 
lias been insensibly brought forward, in order to 
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-refer me to that of Baden, in wbich, to teD yov 
the truth, my frtends do not thînk I oTight to 
place great bopes. TUe distance does iofiaite 
harm on many accounts, and I think with yoo m 
.this respect. 

Tliank God you do justice to Madame île 
.Caylus, and are impressed with hermehts: siie 
has nothing fastidious, and is besides as lovelyin 
her mind as in ber person. I look upor^ it u 
a liappiness for you, that she has the hoooortf 
being your nîecc, and that you risk nothing ia 
unbosoming yourself to her, as she cannot be 
wanting in her duty to you, without beiog déficient 
in a proper regard for herself. I expect that the 
Prince de Chalais will be delighted with her, and 
I shall praise him for his good taste. The Marquis 
de Caylus has the recommendation of having heen 
born in my good grâces, and I can hâve tte honoui 
of assuring you that I will render him ail the good 
offices in my power. I shall be very glad for a 
son of Madame de Caylus to come to Madrid, and 
figure to myself that it will be my own, especially 
if he will look upon me as his second mother. 
I entreat you to get rid of that littte fever, wbicli 
weakens you ; it troubles me, but is not dangerous. 
An account has been sent hère of the sédition, 
which has manifested itself at Lyons, and that 
Marchai de Villeroi would go to quell it. It is a 
pity that he is dctained by the goût, as his présence 

E E 2 
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could not fail of producing good effects wherever 
he appeared. 

Sometimes a change of air does good ; that of 
Hambouillet, bcing différent from the air of Marly 
and Versailles, may cure you of your indisposition. 
Ivisitedthis palace formerly^and remember having 
a dispute there with the late Duke de Montausier, 
which will not astonish you. Thèse disputes 
were accompanied, as you know, with the polite- 
ness of the hôtel de Rambouillet, where snuff was 
not yct known, nor other fashions which hâve been 
introduccd sincc, and which would not then hâve 
been tolerated. 

The Abbé de Mornay is not old enough to hâve 
benefited from the politeness of that, but he has 
followed other examples, which show that he has 
been at a good school. Ile has had the honour of 
seeing their Ivlajesties, and the three Princes, 
with whom he appeared to me to be well satis- 
fied ; I am very much so with him, but leave it to 
himself to inform you whether he is so with me. 
Ile told me that he was anxious to départ for 
Lisbon, for the baptism of the Prince, whose 
godfather the King is to bc, because the Queen 
of Portugal will be uneasy till it is over. They 
hâve a bad custom in that country, of not protecting 
the hcads and faces of children from the sun. I 
predictcd to the ambassador, that he would not 
be amused at this court ; I hâve relations with it. 
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which induce me to form thift opinion : oan is 
still at the Pardo; where ail are quite well» and 
where you hâve a respectful servant, entirely 
devoted to you. 



LETTER CXCIII. 

TO CARDINAL AQUAVIVA, 

(JBy express.) 

JuneSOth, 1714. 

The King of S pain. Sir, from ail the favourable 
things you hâve written of the Princess de 
Parma, %vhich has been confirmed to him from 
several unsuspecled quarters, has decided to give 
this Princess the préférence of a place upon the 
throne ; and as bis Majesty wishes that bis mar- 
riagc may sbovtly take place, bc has commanded 
me, Sir, to bave the bonour of writing to your 
Emincnce, to bold yourself in readiness to go and 
treat about the marriage at Parma, as soou as his 
Majesty sball dcsputcb a second couricr to you; 
and to do whicb, bc only waits for the consent of 
the King, bis grandfatber, to wbom be has sent 
on purpose. You will receive, Sir, by this second 
couricr ail your instructions, clcarly madc out, 
in ordcr to Icave no doubt. Tbcreforc, his Majesty 
désires you, as I bave just intimated to your 
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Excellenc]!^ to* mak« secret préparations for yonr 
departure for Parma, not wishing to lose a moment 
in the conclusion of this affair. 

I am. Sir, &c. 
P.S. AU the royal family are in perfect healtb. 



LETTER CXCIV. 

TO THE PUINCE D£ CIIALAIS. 

June 2Gfh, 1714. 

I RF.CÊ1VED your two letters of the 4th instant, 
âfter the courier which has been despatched to 
Cardinal del Giudicehadsetout; andi haveseen, 
•with chagrin, that my letter, which y ou hâve re- 
ceived by M. Duvivier, was not sufïiciently clear, 
and that from the doubt it created, you hâve not 
thought it right to demand your audience. I, 
thcrefore, send you a courier with ail expédition, 
to tell you from his Majesty, that you are to de- 
mand it of the King, and Madame de M aintenon, 
to announce to the latter, the necessîty in whîch 
his Majesty finds himself of marrying again» for 
the rcasons which I hâve stated to you from 
him. You will then hâve the honour of telling 
them, that his Majesty gives the préférence to the 
Princcss de Parma, having very good accûunts 
of hcr intellect, persott &nd héalth, and that he 
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éotreats his approbation, not wishing, from tlie re< 
spect and affection be entertains for tbe King, 
his grandfather, to take any step in tbis affair, 
without knowing wbcther it will be agrecable to 
him. 

If bis Cbristian Majesty doës not absolutely 
approve, for unforeseen reasons, of tbis matcb. tbe 
King of Spain commands you to propose the 
grand-daughtcr of tbe Qucen of Poland. who is at ■ 
Rome, and wbose loother is of the Palatine house, 
and nicce of the Ëmpress first dowager, of the 
Qucen of Spain, and the Etcctressof Bavaria. 

I send you an open letter for Madame de 
Maîntenon, by wbicli you will pcrccive that 
througli niodesty, and not distrust, his Majesty 
could wish nobody to know of the marriage, 
whicb he is about to negociate ; and you \riU 
shape your conduct, my dear nepbcw, from the 
answer she may give you, by tbe contents of this 
letter. You will despatch to us, after your 
audience, tbe same courier, to inform us of the 
resuit; his Majesty not wishing to lose a moment 
in sending for the Princess of Parma, who, as I 
bave just observcd lo you, appears to bim much 
prererablc to any other Princess, both for hiniself 
and tlie interest of bis snbjects. 

I bave nothingmore to add, ray dear nephew, 
than the assurances of the real friendship I bave 
for you. 
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LETTER CXCV. 

TO THB rniNC^SS OF PlOMfiIKO. 

June2H 1714. 

SiNCE I have hadthe honour of knowing you, my 
dear nièce, I have conceived so much esteem for 
you, that I have always desired to give you proofs 
of it ; and it is with much satisfaction that I do 
myself the honour to-day of writing to you, to 
congratulate you on the choice which the King 
has made of your Excellency, to honour you with 
the commission of accompanying into Spain the 
Princess whom the King has decided to place 
upon his throne. I have had the honour of 
assnring him, that he could find no person of 
your merit, rank, and zcali who is so capable as 
your Excellency of acquitUng herself of this im- 
portant charge, and I have no fear of exagger- 
ating too much in advancing this truth. You will 
rcccive, my dear nîecci your instructions, which 
the King has ordcred me to send to Cardinal 
Aquaviva, who is to give thcm to you, recom- 
mcnding to you both, the grcatest sccrecy, bcing 
dcsirous that his marriage shall only transpire ut 
the very last moment. I anticipate ail the satis- 
faction I shall cnjoy at your landing*at Valencia 
or Alicant ; and I should consider it happy for 
me, if I could render you any service at this 
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court ; entreating you fo bdieve, that you hâve no 
relation or friend» who is more affectionately 
than I am, your Excellency's» the very humble 
and obedient servant. 



• LETTERCXCVL 

TO CARAINAL OUALTEaiO. 

JuM 33id» 1714. 

It is with the utmost satisfaction, Sir, afler the 
misfortune of losing the Queen, at which event 
my sorrow becomes daily more poignant, that I 
Rce by the letter, with which the King honours 
your Eminence, the particular esteem he bas for 
your meriti talents, and prabity, since he confides 
to you the négociation of his second marriage, 
which his Majcsty explains to you, and upon 
which it is consequcntly unnecessary I should 
say more. I shall, thcrcforc, content myself, 
with assuring your Exccllency, that his Majcsty, 
and the thrcc Princes whom hc has donc me the 
honour of coiifiding to my carc, cnjoy, thanks be 
to God, as good hcallh as wc could wish ; and sin* 
ccrely wishing you the same, I continue to be, the 
truest friend, which your Excellcncy can ever 
hâve, and your very humble and obedient servant 
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LETTER CXCVII. 



» , 



TO TH£ UARQUIS DB TORCY. 

t 

June 24tli, 1714. . 

I OFFER you a thousand thanks. Sir, for your 
information respecting M. de Schlieben, for it is 
good to know people who wish to hâve to do 
vrith courts, vvhich adventurers rarely fréquent 
but for the sake of obtaining some favour. This 
person has just been requesting one, and the 
Queen dowager seems very much interested in his 
behalfy having strongly recommended him to the 
King of Spain, and having done me the honour of 
writing to me a thousand kind things of him. 
Apropos, of this Queen, Sir : she thinks the Duke 
de Saint Pierre no longer entertains the idea of 
returning to her service, and she has desired the 
King, her nephew, toform a court for her, having 
now no person of distinction ncar her person, 
which ncithcr suits this Princcss, nor his Majcsty, 
who has done me the honour of commanding me 
to acquaint you \Yith it, because you wished that 
your brother-in-law, who was then at Savona, 
mîçht occupy the places of major domo and grand 
a!moner, which wcre vacant at the Queen do wager's, 
and which you knew,. as well as he, tliat he would 
not havc thuught of uppointing successors to^ if the 
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Duke de Saint Pierre had wished to contiDae h» 
very humble services to the Queen, his aunt. l 
entrent you, Ihcreforc, to do me the honour, of 
giving me an answer, wliich I may show to hii 
Majesty. 

The Abbé de Mornay has arrived at the Pardo, 
where the King was very glad to seeand com'ene 
with him. This ambassador assured hîm of the 
King being in good health, wbich is the greatest 
consolation that we can enjoy after so many 
misfortunes. I wish. Sir, that you may bave 
nothing but cause for satisfaction, and it wiM be a 
real one to me, if you are fully persuaded, which 
I entreat yot.- to be, of the perfect esteem I enter- 
tain for you. 



LETTEU CXCVni. 

TO CASDINAI. DEL OIUDICS. 

Jnne SSdi. 1714. 
I HAD the honour. Sir, of giving to the Kii^ 
the letter you enclosed in my packeti which 
contains nearly the same tbing as what yoar 
Excellency had communicated to the Prince de 
Ghalais, judging that he has done nothing but to 
exécute punctualty the ordera of the Catholic 
King, who destined him for the commission, with 
wbich he ia eatcuated before vou left this court, 




not, 

nom ycNir 

and if tym wîD éo mt th/t hammtàt bdieni^ 
me. Sir, me, who am jtmr troest serrait» and 
fimicst friend» do nol HÛod ccitam aiiptannccs» 
which hurt Toor ddîcacj, from tlie infinité xcal 
yon enteitaîn for the Kinç, ytMir master, and 
^hich are nerertlidess not in tlie kast preju* 
dicial lo joo. Yoa aie not ignorant. Sir, any 
more than Cardinal de la Tremoille, that kings 
talk, and are silent, when they please, and tliat 
we subjects are bom blindly to obey thcm, 
too happy if they deign to accept our eutire 
submission, being dcities on earth, who do not 
permit us to penetratc theîr intentions. AU thèse 
observations are solely meant to show you, that 
you should not be uneasy, since you ought to 
be assured of the favourable regards of his Ca- 
tholic IWajcsty. I shall add, if you plcasc, that 
you should not, moreover, do injustice to niy 
nephew, in being displeased with his apparent 
reserve, at which he is perhaps more vexed than 
yoursclf, and knowing how much I honour you, 
hc would take an extrême plcasuro in Khowinjy 
j'^ou that he is of the same opinion. You will 
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Very much oblige me, wben you see the Duché» i 
d*Elbœr, and the Princess d'Epinay, to gîve them 
a thousand thanks for drinking my health at M. 
VoUin's : I hâve a long time ago flattered myself I 
that I was not quit rors:otten by him, nor by I 
Mar&hal de Tessè and tb*' ike de Frimes. I am ' 
ol%vay3 more glad to km c high réputation you . 
will acquire in France, from the interest I feel ia I 
what coneerns your Emlncnce, of whom I am the ' 
mtwt humble niul obcdiont servant. 

P. S. The Kiiig and Princes arc in good hcaltU. 



LETTER CXCIX. 

TU THE PRINCE DE CHELAHASRK. 

JuM 35^ 1714. 

KûTdoubting, Sir.butthe Baron de Câpres btt 
long since receired ail his instructions aod com- 
mands from the Kiog. conformable to what you 
bave agreed upon together, in the meetings which 
Tou hâve held at the house of M. d'Aubigny, I 
shall say nothing more upon the subject. His Ma> 
jesty would hâve sent forthwith the Marquis de 
MonteleontoLondon, where you ail think his pré- 
sence nccessary, to induce that court powerfully to 
second the engagements which it bas made in what 
coneerns me, if he had judgcd it propcr to Icave 
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Utrecht without concludiDg thc PeaceofFIoUand 
and Portugal, wbich bis Majesty does not wish to 
expérience tbe ieast delay ; for by adopting tbe 
former measure» he wisbes to give a proof of bis 
déférence to bis grandfatber, and tbe latter, 
because it suits bim to put an end to tbe war in 
Spain. 

I cannottbank y ou and theX^ardinalsufficiently 
for ail your attentions, at vrbich I am not bowever 
8urprised, depending so firmly as I do upon tbe 
honour of your Excellency's friendsbip and bis ; 
tbis bas obliged nie. Sir, ta answer bim witb 
tbe freedom of a^ faitbful servant and friend, on 
tbe subject of bis last letter, wbicb I bad tbe 
honour to deliver to tbe King. My knowledge 
of tbe beart and mind of tbis Prince, bas induced 
ine to speak to tbe Cardinal witb tbe confidence 
tbat I do, intending by tbat mcans to make birai 
acquainted witb tbe disposition of tbe King, in order 
tbat bemay conform to it witbout tbe leastdifficulty 
or uneasiness. Be pleased to procure a sigbt of 
his letter, and niy answer ; and I entreat botb of 
you, Sir, to dépend entirely upon my pure inten- 
tions, being more tbah any one entirely devoted 
to you, and your very bumble and obedient 
servant. 
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LETTER ce. 
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TO MADAME DE MAtNT£MOH. 

JuIySnd.! 

As the peace with Holland, Madsni, api>ean 
to me now concluded, ît îs unnecessary to »ay 
more abottt it. 

It did not require mucb pénétration to perceive 
in you a little coolness towards me, but it would 
require mucb more thaa 1 posscss to divine the 
cause of Uiis misfortune, having notbïng to reproach 
myself witli my obédience to and zcal for the King, 
never having diminished in the tnidst of 60 manj 
extraordinary events, which the singularity of taj 
fate bas niade me expérience. 

I do not know, Madam, why Marshal de Villcrn 
sbould havu disapprovcd of your confiding to me 
your teniptatioDs, since what did you rîsk in 
doingso; it could, on the contrary,oaly produce a 
Tery good effect, since I know how to keep secrets, 
and we could hâve mutualty explained ourseires, 
upon points wbicb . cause misunderstandings that 
make me the sufferer. I think.Madam, that the 
présence of this Marshal in hisgoi'emmcnt, where 
hc is revered and beloved, cannot but be attend- 
ed with great benefit. He will find the Arch- 
bishop's see of Lyons vacant, and will they not 
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have the courage to place in it the Abbé de Villeroi, 
in whose family it has been for se long a time, 
and which has so well served the King. You 
who ^vill interfère with nothing, will you not take 
upon yourself on this occasion to remind the King 
of this ? Had I the honour of being near you, I 
wouldtake theliberty of reproachingyou for your 
timidity, when the interests of your servants and 
friendsare principally in question. You have one 
hère, >vho is corne to take leave of his Catholic 
Majesty, on his way to Portugal. We have had an 
interview of several hours together, and I could 
wish he may have been as much pléased with my 
conversation as I have been with his. Ile is aware 
of being about to pass rather a melancholy life at 
Lisbon, and I think he will not be deceived. You 
will easily conceive that our conversation was prin- 
cipally about you. It is certain that one cannot be- 
corne reconciled to ail the losses which have been 
experienced in the royal family, and it is to be 
lamented that the Duchess de Berri's pregnancy 
bas not produced a Prince, but having sustained 
an injury in the birth of a Princess, the grief will 
be less on that account. Ail tliose who had bought 
offices under the late Duke de Berri are to be 
pitied, if the King does not notice them, as there 
is reason to hope from his generosity. 

I should bo very sorry if Marshal de Berwick's 
fever prcvcnted hîm from setting out immediately, 
M they Write from the army that it will owVj 
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dep«Dd upoD him, oa his arrivai, to open the 
trenches, everything bcing ready. 

The Abbé de Moroaj- having asked me Tcry 
civillj- whether in the short stay he should make at 
Madrid, he ought to pay any vïsits, I answercd, 
that it would be proper to pay some to the 
grandees, who had seea him, rnid other înfluential 
characters, and a!so to ask tlie husbands whether 
they would approve of his viaiting thcir wives, of 
vfiiom therc were but few. The Alarchioness de 
Bedmar is onc, and I mcntioncd to him a widow," 
vhom, if he had not distinguished, it would 
bave much displeascd you, sincc you Iionour bcr 
with your good opinion ; and for which I do not 
think I shall incur your disapprobation. 

If you are attached to the King of Spain, I 
assure you hc dcscrves it, from his esteem and 
real friendship for you. Ile ollen does me the 
honour of evincing this, and he would not do so if 
he did not feel it. 

God préserve the King and the Dauphin in the 
good heaith which you say they enjoy; and that 
he may restore yours for many years, is what I 
fervently wish. 



* Probably tbe Duehcn of Ail». 



434 LBTTERS OF THE 



LETTER CCI. 

TO THE MARQUIS D£ TOECT. 

Joly Snd, 1714. 

Iris a long time» Sir, since I havereceived any 

lettera of yours with which I hâve been more 

gntified, than your last of the 18th ultimo, be- 

cause it strikes me that I discover in it the same 

feelmgs of confidence with which you formerly 

I^onoured me, whatever cause I mayhave ima« 

gined on several occasions to fear lest you were 

io longer the friend that you had been. I hâve 

lot ceased to estcem you, and to wish for the 

ï^turn of your friendship ; therefore, you hâve no 

^iffîculty in persuadingme that you still entertain 

*t^ for we easily flatter ourselves with what is 

^&rreeable to us ; and I assure you that I am very 

*^uch aflfectcd with what you write to me on this 

Account, the more so, as renewing a more înti- 

'^^te union between us, I am persuaded that it 

^^n only be more bénéficiai to the service of 

^he two Kings. Every reason. Sir, should 

'^cîijce us to this Une of conduct; and I had 

^'^^ honour of^teljing his_Catholic Majesty the 

^*^H^r day, whenhe was conversing with me upon 

^^ présent and future, that 1 knew nobody so 

'^X^able as yourself of usefully serving the King, 

^ ^^^ ^randfather, and him, and consec^uently France 
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aad SpaÎQ, since yoa hâve ail the requUite intelli- 
gence, prudence, and discrétion. His Catholic 
Majesty was of my opinion, and the conversation 
fioished by his doing mo the honour of saying to 
me, that I should afford him great pleasure Ïd 
imparting to you the good opinion which he en- 
tertaîna of you. I àgree that every thing whlch 
is not dictated by the King, will be nothing more 
than a Chimera, and that it is only from his will 
that realities can procecd ; If any misfortune 
happened, and of which one cannot think wlthout 
trembling, you hâve the honour tu bê near him, 
and as you love his glory, the royal family, justice 
and your country, we hâve only to rely upon the 
care of a minister, assiduous to discharge his duties, 
and those of an honest tnan. You ought to be 
satisfied with the extcnt of my confidence, and 
will not be less so with the sincerity with which 
you will always find me entirely yours, if, os I 
entreat, you place ail your confidence in me, 
of which you will never hâve cause torepent. 

The Abbé de Momay came to take his leave 
yesterday, and sets out to-morrow. The King of 
Spain has done him the honour of granting him 
a long audience, and spoke to him on several 
topics, upon which he was very glad to receive in- 
formation. This ambassador and his Majesty 
' seem to be mutually satisfied with each other, of 
which he will not probably fail to inform you, 
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attachaient to you, upon which it would be useless 
to say tnore* 

Cardinal del Giudice appears to us delighted 

^ith the King*8 kindness, his personal attentions, 

^^d the civilities he receives from ail the court. 

^ very body sends an account of them hère, which 

^oes him great honour. You see. Sir, that his 

Cîatholic Majesty knows how to make good ap- 

pointments, and one may flatter oneself that his 

£minence, will greatly contribute to the good 

iinderstanding between the grandfather and the 

grandsori, which is so désirable. 

I hâve read the answer of the States General to 
the Marquis de Chateauneuf, conceming my 
sovereignty. Thîs affair, Sir, in your hands, ought 
to hâve a favourable issue, supported so forcibly, 
as you Write to nie, by the honour of the King's 
protection ; and this obligation will bc as great as 
the signal kindness of his Catholic Majesty in my 
behalf. 



LETTER CCII. 

TO Tll£ MARQUIS DE TORCV, 

At^ru8t4tll,17l4. 

The resolution which his Catholic Majesty has 
formed to continue to lead a pioûs life, will induce 
him to take another Queen, which may, perhaps. 
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cause an altération ia the occurrences of this court. 
I am coavlnced that nothing was so pcrfeot is 
her whotn vie hâve lost, nor so proper to be the 
mistress of a heart only to be swayed by affection. 
I could wish tliat the PHncess who will be next 
entitled to it may be successful ; but, Sîr, I know 
not whether two strong passions can so rapidly 
succeed each other ; the wound is yet very deep, 
and as reason bas a g;reater sbare in tKis second 
engagement than inclination, I fear lest the new 
Queen should feel at first that she replaces one 
who coustituted tlie sole delight and consolation 
of the King. He does me the honour ofthinking 
that t can contribute to inspire her with the 
mcans of pleasing him ; and his Majesty could 
wish me, if my heaith permitted it, to give her the 
mocting when she entcrs Spain With her attend- 
ants ; but I know not as yet, Sir, what I shall do 
upon this point, not wishing to leave our three 
Princes for a long tiine together. I tUiak with 
y(iu that it will be difiîcult to prevent the 
marriage from obtaining publicity. Cardinal 
Aquaviva, .who has the négociation of it, had 
the prudence to ascertain wbcthcr the report 
whicb was in circulation rcspecting the Prince' 
of Picdmont was well foundcd, bcfore bis depar- 
turc. He found that the Duke of Parma was at 
fuU libcrty; and wc knew, besides, that this 
Prince was under no engagement, and that he 
^ would consVdet \V a. %c«,%\. VvoxAut ta form such an 
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alliance. The Cardinal, Sir, has assured the 
King, his mastef , that as soon as we shall despatch 
to him the courier, with the approbation of his 
Christian Majesty, he should immcdiately com- 
mence his joumey; so that» according to our 
calculation, he must bc now at Plasencia, where 
the court of Parma is hcld. 1 am not sur- 
prised that that of Tuscany has no désire for the 
house of Savoy to incrcase its power in Italy, 
therefore Count de Gergy has given you correct 
information. It is thought at Madrid that Count 
d'Albert, and myself, are in négociation for the 
daughter of the Elector ; and it is added that I am 
actuated by self-interest, wishing for a recom- 
pense to obtain my sovereignty. The pain you 
feel at the little hope you entertain of the Baron 
de Câpres succeeding at Basle, although he is 
fumished with good reasons, and full powers, 
shows your good faith, and goodness of heart, for 
which I return you a thcusand very humble thanks. 
The Count and Countess de Ribera came hère 
three days ago, when 1 took them to the Prince 
of Asturias, who wished to dance, and did this 
lady the honour of dancing a minuet with her ; 
the King also did her that of coming on purpose 
into the Prince*s chamber, where he showed her 
many civilities. This Portuguese lady has the 
fincst possible shapc, and is in other respects very 
amiable. Count de Ribera protcsted to me, tliat 
there were fifty women at Llsbotv \«Vio \»\^â^Vi!^ 
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called beautiful or agreeable ; from which circam- 
stance, Sir. one should entertain a better opinion 
than that which you hâve of Ltsbon, and bc in- 
duced to think that the Abbé de Mornay will hot 
be 60 weary oi îeved, although the 

angels will not liimting, as theydo 

Cardinal dcl ippcars to me more 

and more deliglut 'court. Thislctter 

is too long, and I yours. 



LETTER CCIII. 

TO CAKDIHAL AQUAVIV*. . 

Augurt eth. 1714, 

As I suppose your Eminence now at Paraia,and 
theKingdispatches a courierthere, I embrace tliii 
favourable opportunity to do myself the honoat 
of writing to you, and of congratulating you, be- 
forehand, on having so well answered to the 
confidence with which his Majesty honoured you 
in so important an affaîr for liim, and the consola- 
tion of his subjects. His Majesty cannot be more 
highly satisBed thaa he is with your Eminence; 
and he hopcs you will conclude as promptiyai 
he wislics the affair for wliich hc bas sent yw 

tn thf fnurt ftf Parmfi. We liîivn thp. Ahd^ AlhA. 
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satbfied, having found himself in very critical 

circumstances, in which thè former has shown 

great intelligence and prudence ; which has induced 

bis Majesty to command me to inform you of it, in 

order that you may intimate to the Duke of 

Parma, that this person will be more agreeable to 

him than any one else, since he could hâve no 

other object than to maintain a perfect good un- 

derstanding between the King of Spain and the 

Prince his master, so necessary for the happiness 

of the new Queen, which they will not fail to 

^ttempt disturbing at INIadrid. For this reason 

^00 many précautions cannot be taken. You hâve 

^vitnessed the reciprocal affection, which has 

^Uvays subsisted between our admirable Queen 

and our great and pious King» who had no secrets 

for each othen It is necessary that this same 

^axim, from which so much good rcsulted» should 

^ adopted in a second engagement ; and the 

nieans of accomplishing it is to establish a ruie in 

the beginning, which may conduce to it; and for 

this object, a princess should give herself wholly 

^ïp to the husband she wishes to please, without 

ïnaking petty confidantsof domestics,whousually 

think they display their merit by retailing stories 

<îalculated to poison the mind of a young prip- 

<îess, and more especially those whom she brings 

along with her. The late Queen did me the 

bonour of owning to me, more than once, that 

• 

't was very wcll arranged to send back from 
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Perpignan ail the maie and female Piedmontese 
who had accompanied her from Turin. We 
împatiently expect the courier, which yon will 
dispatch afler your arrivai at Panna; and we 
are aiso very impatient to hear of the capture 
of Barcelona, whïch must soon take place, 
and the account of which will be brought us by 
Don Alexander Lanty. The Duke d'Astry ii 
quite wcll, and vcry punctual in cmbracing the 
honour, which the King does him, of admitting 
hîm to his private parties of pleasure : he plays it 
ombre, and so oflcn wins of his Majesty tbat he ii 
rebuked for it, which, however, does not correct 
him. He is a nephew. Sir, who deserves ail your 
affection, as I do the continuation of your Emi* 
nence's friendtihip, and you cannot refuse mine, 
no more thaa the sinoerity with which I am your 
very humble and obedient servant. 



LETTER CCIV. 

TO CARDIKAL AQUAVIVA. 

August I5tb, 1714. 

We havc learnt, Sir, by your courier, of yoot 

safe arrivai at Parma, and of the match proposed 

by the King beicg accepted; his Majesty ini' 

patiently exçecl«dU\e news. The secrecy, as yov 
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^o me the honour of writing to me, and as I had 

^oreseen from the beginning» was as necessary as 

^lie vigilance with which you hâve repaired to 

^liat court His Majesty cannot be more satisfied 

^han he is, with the zeal and conduct of your 

iEminence; and without any exaggeration of 

praise, I cannot help having the honour of telling 

you, that it was impossible to do better than you 

hâve done. You will receive, Sir, an account of 

every thing which took place in the marriage of 

the late Queen, as a guide to you in your pro- 

ccedings. The King is willing for the Marquis 

do Maidalchini to hâve the honour of scrving as 

major domo to the new QuceUi as Count Scotti 

dld to the former one, since it is the wish of the 

Princess of Piombino and your Eminence. On 

landing in S pain, he will retum by the same 

vessels, with this Princessi if she does not come to 

Madrid ; and if she comes hère, he will accom-> 

pany her, to retum with her, since his society will 

bc agrecable to her on the journey. It appears to 

me that the Princess of Piombino might go as 

far as Parma, and accompany the Queen alone, 

in her Majesty's carriage, placing herself on the 

front seat, as doing the duty of camarera-mayor, 

in order to avoid the inconveniences which 

might occur, if her Majesty were accompanied by 

the Duchesses of Parma and Modena, from the 

space they would occupy in the carriage ; for your 

Eminence knows that the Queen of Sicily, the 
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Queen mother, and grandmother of the late Qoeen 
were treated as of the blood royal, whîcfa makes a 
différence. The camarera-mayor always ÙU on 
the front Beat, as I havo just mentioned to yoa; 
and if thèse two Princesses were in the carnage, 
the Duchess of Modena must ne'cessarily ait be- 
side her ; and I am at a loss how this could be 
arranged. It would then be better for the Duch- 
esses of Parma and Modena, after taking leave of 
the Queen m the palace, to make her a final adieu 
at the place you shall fix upon, for them to pro- 
ceed and to descend from their carnages, with the 
Princcss of Piombîno, in order to exchange their 
mutual embraccs ; ail of which meets the King's 
approbation. Nevertheless, Sir, his Majesty 
leaves it to your good sensé to act as you tbmk 
proper. I am very glad that the Duke and 
Duchess of Parma will hâve the satisfaction of 
seeing the Princess their daughter leave their 
States a great Queen ; and I can conceïve that 
thcy will hâve reason to be satisfîeâ, from the 
instances which hâve occurred in Italy on similar 
occasions. 

The portrait is satisfactory, and 1 hope the 
original will be still more pleasiog. The King 
writes to the Princess of Parma what appears to 
me a very gallant letter, and which you will not 
be sorry to présent to h*"". I am very mucb 
obliged to you. Sir, for having assured this Piin- 
ccss of my désire to hâve the honour of pleasing 
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her, by evincing my respect for her Majesty. I 
beg you, also» to acquaint the Duke andDuchess 
of Parma that I will endeavour to roerit the honour 
of their esteem and confidence. I could very much 
>vish that Cardinal deGualterioroight be appointed 
leg^te» as he would fill this office very well ; and 
the King has highiy approved of your having 
acquainted him, that he wished him to hâve bcen 
cliargcd with your commission, had you been 
unable to undertake it yourself. 

The Princess of Piombino give» a new proof of 

her attachment to his Catholic Majesty, by her 

gladly consenting to accompany the Queen to 

Spain in the délicate state of her health, and 

leaving her daughters alone at Rome during her 

absence. I shall be delighted to be of any service 

to her. I think that this Princess, if she cornes 

to Madrid, will be inclined to embrace the oppor- 

tunity of coming by the squadron which convoys 

^e Queen ; and as she would not be at her ease 

^vith respect to accommodation in her Majesty's 

Kessel, she might corne in another. If the Princess 

I^io has the honour of seeing her before the 

^ïûbarkation, it will be requisite to give her the 

^Itnohada, because you know that the Princess 

î^io is a grandee of Spain. I think I hâve 

Aothing more to add, except the assurance of the 

sincerity with which I honour your Eminence. 

P.S. Since writîng my letter, the Abbé Albè- 
Awî/ has corne to the Pardo, lo \>^î \ ^'wX^ 
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represent to the King the great désire which tbe 
Duke of Parma has to hâve the honoar of dming 
with the Queen» which has obliged the King to 
mention over again a différent cérémonial to that 
which I hâve indicated to you, an acccountof 
which he has commanded D. Joseph de Orimaldi 
to communicate to you, and I think the Abbé 
Âlberoni is doing the same to his sovereigQ. The 
whole of thèse cérémonials are pretty well beset 
with difficulties, and it will require ail your skill 
to satisfy evcrybody, without préjudice to the 
King s Majesty ; nevcrthelcss, I hâve so high an 
idea of your knowledge, that I hope you will 
accomplish everything. As to our friend the 
Princess of Piombino» her part of the cérémonial 
is arranged, since happen what may, she will 
only hâve to wait for the Queen, where the 
court of Parma quits her, and then to do her 
dutyof conductress, to be seatedupon ^ïialmohada^ 
or stool without a back, to eat at her Majesty's 
table, to sleep in her cliamber, to put on her 
linen, and wait upon her in every thing which is 
honourable, leaving the restto the Queen's domes- 
tics ; ail which I did from Nice to Spain, and I 
take as much care of what concerns her, as I 
should hâve donc for myself. 
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LETTER CCV. 



TO TlfE QUEEX. 



AvtgaA SOth, 1714. 

Werb it possible to be absent for a long time 
from the Princess, whom the King has done me 
the honour to confide to my care, my anxiety to 
pay my court to your Majesty would bave induced 
me to go farther than a joumey of four days to 
receive you» and I should havë made light of the 
greatest distance to hâve the pleasure and honour 
of being présent at your Majesty's disembarkation» 
and to be the firstto congratulate you on the felicity 
you will enjoy, of receiving the crown from one of 
the greatest and most amiable monarchs on earth, 
whose only object will be to. render your Majesty 
happy. I should be too much so» Madam, if when 
near the person of so accomplished a Princess as 
famé reports you to be, I could flatter myself she 
would kindly vouchsafe to accept my attachment. 
I présume, with ail humility, to entreat your 
Majesty to believe, that I will spare no pains to 
dcserve this honour, and that you will find nobody 
who is more submissively and respectfully than 1 
am, your Majesty 's yery humble, obedient and 
devoted servant. 
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LETTEU CCVI. 

TO THE MARQUIS DE TOROT. 

Decembcr 8th, 1714. 
I THiNK, Sir, whatever désire you may harc 
for Europe to be at peace, you would dérive con- 
solation should the English raoke war upon cach 
other, and that your instructions to the Marquis 
d'Alcgrc will net bc to attcmpt to diminish tho 
misunderstandiog, wlûch you say daîly încreaseï 
betweea the two parties. Lettera, however, hâve 
been receîved from persons at LondoD, who are 
connected with the ministen, and whîch state, 
that it will be the proposais which M. Stanhope 
has been sent to make at Vienna, that are to 
décide his Britannic Majesty on the measures 
he will adopt, and that nothîng can be certain 
until his retum. 

I am very sorry that Marshal de Berwick has 
not recovercd his health ; he appcared to me a little 
dejected when he passed through Madrid, and 
the long journey which he has sînce made will 
hâve been of no service to him. I am very glad. 
Sir, that he was pleased with the confidence with 
which 1 spoke to him ; it was a proof of my esteem 
which I hâve always entertaineâ,and which cannot, 
I think. be bettcr placed. Never doubt. Sir, of 
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that which I hâve for you, and oonsider me ay 
the truest of your very humble servants. 



LÉTTER CCVII. 

TO Mil DAME DE MAINTEXOX. 

December 8th, 1714. 

• 

l' THiNX with you, Madam, tbat Cardinal de la 
Tremoille has need of being put into possession of 
the afTairs which take M. Amelot to Rome, it 
beinp: very difiicult to know which may be in the 
right of two such opposite parties, and who may 
each, to make their cause appear better, pass over 
certain circumstances, which sometimes change 
the sfepect of the affair in question. It is to be 
wished that the Pope and the King may discover 
some expédients to arrange this matter amicably, 
and that aflerwards the minds of the disputants 
may be perfectly reconciled in France. His 
Majesty and you hâve a long time suffered from 
this intestine war, which is scarcely less dangerous 
than that which we had to support against our 
foreign enemies. It is asserted that the Whigs 
and Tories are so irritated against each other in 
England, that they may probably leave us at 
peace ; which, however, one cannot be sure of, 
until the retum of M. de Stanhope, who, it is 
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sumûseât ii gone to Vienoa, to oblige the Arch- 
duko to eater ioto a new league agiunst 
our twb Kings, for which reason it is prudent to 
prépare oiirselves against the worst, to be neither 
deceived nor taken by surprise. His Catholie 
Majcsty is, therefore, making every possible pré- 
paration, and M. Orry, who is astooishingly inde- 
fatigable, seconds most energetically the efforts of 
the King of Spain,' who superintends everythiog 
himself, and is surprised to find in the head 
of one man, ail be discovers în that of M. Orry. 
There are ooly persons who seem particiilarly 
intcrested in discrediting him, or those who do 
not see wtiat he does, that say he is only 
fit for a subaltem; as to myself, who hâve no 
Other object but the public good, and who pas- 
sionately love the glory of his Catholie Majesty, 
I say boldly, that the monarchy would be lost, 
if tliis minister happened to bc unfaithful. If by 
chance hc changcd lus maxims, I should atso 
aller my opinion of him. When it was wished 
to send hini !>ack to France, and I was at Burgos, 
I did not blow hol aid cold ; and you may rcmember 
that you did me the honour of then telling me, 
that .the only fault with which I was reproached 
was, that of protecting him too much. Did things 
proceed better in his absence? And how much 
were we not reproaclicd, where you are, with 
everytbing which was donc hère ! What a 
□umber of Spanish Lords failed in their fidelity to 

VOL. m. GO 



450 L£TT1M OF THE 

their master ! How many are there who foI« 
iowed the Archduke in 17101 It is certain beyond 
a doubt, that thèse gentlemen» "who had always 
been favoured, had brought upon us the war: 
why then should they vaunt so much of their 
fidelity? If it was equal to that of the Castilian 
people, and of a certain number of nobles, who 
hâve really done their duty, I should not hâve a 
^w^ord to say ; and I am so naturally disposcd in 
favour of this nation, that I ncver fail highly ex- 
tolling those amongst the grandees, who hâve 
shown their attachment to his Catholic Majesty 
^vllo has employed them in great offices, or in his 
councils, After this explanation, permit me to 
hâve the honour of earnestly entreating you to 
procure information of the people, who you say 
^bser\'e, that it would be necessary to employ 
Spanîards in préférence to others, and who are 
those that are the most proper to introduce into 
the royal household, military employments, those 
<^f justice and embassîes ; for I protest to you that 
i^c>thin<r is more désirable than to find them. 
^ othing is more easy than to say, it is necessary 
*^ employ the Spaniards, but the difficulty is to 
^eot with them. I promise you, Madam, that if 
you ^iU hâve the goodness to be so complaisant 
^or nie^ I ^iii communicate to you very sincercly 
'^ good or bad qualitics of the persons that may 
^ ïxicntioned to you, and whom we hâve but too 
"^^Xijf opportunities of knowing. TKe office 
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Grand Equerry to the King and Qaeen i» néant* 
as also that which was filled by the Doke of 
Alba. In God's namâ, Madam, obtain instruc- 
tions on thèse points, in order that vre may knov 
whether ît îs possible to satisfy them. It is very 
déplorable to do nothing without incurring blame, 
when one has such good intentions. 

I will believe» Madam, since you assure me of 
it, tliat there is no wish to get rid of me ; but I 
cannot lielp confîding to you that I much désire 
to get rid of ail my embarrassments, and to leai 
a Icss agitatcd lifç. My friend Marshal de Villcrai 
leads one for which he is wcll calcutated, and 
which may be very serviceable to the good of the 
State ; I dépend hrmly u|ion the honour of hia ' 
fi'icndship ; but could I not Icaru what are the 
causes which excite bis good bcart to shew on so 
many occasions his scnsibility for me, and what 
is its object ? You will afford me great pleasurc 
by informiiig me, sinee he will not make a boast 
of it : the courtiers, who appear iieither amiable 
nor estimable, ought to mould themselves upoa 
his model, which would not however be very 
easy for them to cffcct. I hâve Icft ofFjudging 
of the Qucen, from there being so many différent 
reports about her, and shall wait until I hâve the 
honour of being in her preseuce. 
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LETTER CCVini , , ' , ,' 

TO Tn£ 8AME. 



December 14th» 1714» 

1 AM net surprised» Madam» that you hâve donc 
me the honour of infonning me» that Mademoiselle 
iHeury is sister to the King of Spain ; but I am so 
at your being ignorant of the fact, that the late 
Monseigneur regarded her as his daughter. There 
ûe some things which would appear incrcdible if 
related by any other person but yourself* It is a 
proof of great kindness on the part of the Princess 
de Conti to show so much anxiety to see Made- 
moiselle Fleury married, and it will be anothcr of 
the King's generosity to give her a sufiicient dowry, 
so as to enable her to make a match which may 
console her for not being recognised for what she 
really is» I hâve heard that she has a good figure 
and is very sensible. 

I hâve told his Catholic Majesty of the story 
which has been invented about him» and it was 
very necessary that the King of Spain should 
hâve heard of the affair through you : people are 
too fond of fabrications which hâve no foundation 
în truth. A Icttcr has been rcccîved this post at 
Madrid» stating that M. Amelot had rcceived a 
magnificcnt ring irom the Sicilian Ambassauor» 
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^vho MTBB ordered from the King his master to 
présent it ; that the King having heard of it, wki 
very angry at hia having cccepted thii prêtent 
without his permission, and thnt be had ordered 
him to rcturn it to the nmbassador; but that the 
Inttcr rcfused to take it back, because he had 
nlready commuiiicatcd the fact of its delivcry to 
his master. Are not thèse fine stories to circulate 
in foreign countries? Vou hâve no dîfficultyin 
persuading me that M. Amclot is rcally my fricnd, 
os well as Marslial de ViUeroi ; the conduct of 
both fully compensate me for the few upon whom 
I ought to calculate ; and yct, Madam, I could 
boast, if sD inclincd, to hâve meritcd by my good 
offices a considérable numbcr. I hâve met many 
ingratit ides everjwhere, without being able to 
desîstfrom making new onen; I would not ask 
thcm to be gratefui, it would be too great an eD> 
joyment at once to do good and know that peuple 
werc gratefui for it. I shall be satisficd if thcy 
abstain from doingme harm ; this appcars to me 
as much as we ought to expeet. 

It is to be hoped that the swoonings which the 
Duke of Orléans bas had, will not produco any 
disagreeable conséquences; you tranquillise me as 
to the Dauphin, in saying that M. Fagon finds 
him so well : the most triiling accidents that 
hapijeu to Buch a precious prince croate alarra. 
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caused to be fitted up for the King of Spaîn } his 
Majesty oflen looks at it with pleasure and 
tenderness. 

I am delighted to hear you hâve adopted a re- 
ginien with which you are so well satisfîed : if you 
drank a little Alicant wine after dinner, you would 
be still more so. I hâve some which is excellent 
quite at your service ; it has, however, only the 
name» as the idea of its coming from Alicant is 
erroncous, this wine is madeat Rotain Andalusia* 
The Queen has written to tell the King that she 
ivill notbring any of her Italian attendants farther 
than Pampeluna ; if this is not the case, it would 
be very unpieasant, as his Catholic Majesty will 
certainly send her confesser and physician back, 
bcing desirous that she should in this respect fol- 
low the example of the late Queen ; this Princess 
cannot do better than to imitate her in ail things. 
I hâve frequently had the honour of stating to you 
that I wished to await her arrivai at Jadraca, in 
order to judge of those qualities which are so 
variously rcpresented. I was put into a most 
violent passion this morning, against a vile flat- 
terer, who wanted to make me believe that the 
marks of the small-pox adds grâce to her features ; 
can adulation be carried farther than this, and is 
it not enough to make one's blood boil ? 

I defer my dcparture lill the arrivai of a Courier 
who will be despatched from Pampeluna, so as 
not to make a needless stay at Jadraca. If I caoi 
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Madam, I will infonn yoa from that place, or fron 
Guadalaxara, of ail that relates to the Qaeen. 
Since you do me the honour of confiding in my 
observations. I will speak to you with great 
candour, this has become a habit in my ÎDter' 
course with you, which I shall not change. 
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